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CHAPTER XXIII. 

MONTEMURRO. 


It wa.s after the sullen sunset, of a wet and wild day, before 
we were able to reach the bottom of the ravine beneath 
Montemurro. We had mistaken the way in the rapidly- 
gathering darkness, and had to cross the stream, here 
small and shallow, again, and to urge the mules, jaded 
with the long day’s march and the fatigues of the con- 
tinuous ascent and sticky mire of the last three or four 
miles, up the steep clay bank, beyond A (Photog. No, 

259), and beneath the town (Photog. No. 2G2), where the 
deep clays into which they sank to the knees, were encum- 
bered bj’ the stones and ruin of the houses above, that had 
pitched out ovef and .shot down the bank. It was with much 
difiBculty that the laden animals were got to the summit, 
which brought us almost directly, on to the plateau of ruins, 
and in a few yards more we stood in front of the great 
monastery of St. Francisco, on what had been, a Piazza or ’ 

Largo, and comparatively ^ .iS,'mhercd with rubbish 
(Photog. No. 2G0, Coll. Roy. Soc.).^ 
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A few persons, with a gendarme and two or three monks, 
were approaching, the men bearing on their shoulders a 
large sort of deep woo<len tra}% of some 7 feet by 4, with 
one or two lights. I guessed what it meant, and as they 
])a.ssed I stood in the stirrups, and more senses than sight 
told, that three mangled and ghastly corjises formed their 
burden. It was the last of the day’s task, to one of the 
labouring partie.s oecupied still in exhuming from the 
ruins and interring, the five thousand human beings that 
had suddenly found their fate beneath their own roof-trees, 
in this the most tremendously visited, of the earthquake 
eities. 

I addressed one of the monks and handed him Cardinal 
Wiseman’s letter; but scarce glancing at it in the twi- 
light, ho sullenly turned away, with merely “ Abbiami di 
che,” and we soon found ourselves alone, amidst darkness 
and a labyrinth of uninhabited ruins. After wandering 
about for some time on foot, wo found a hut, in which a man 
(Giuseppe), his wife, and her mother were living, and with 
some entreaty and liberal promises got sheltered, sitting up, 
however, all night, as the but, which was not above 12 feet 
by 10, did not afford room for more than the women to 
lie down. 

Three of my muleteers pas.scd the night round the fire of 
shattered house-timber that we kept up outside, the 
others, with the mulc.s, in the ruins of a large church not 
far off. The rain poured in through the wretched impro- 
vised roof of reeds and boards, and the night pas.sed in 
weary discomfort, relieved only after some broken sleep, liy 
Giuseppe’s account of the terrible night of the earthquake 
here, now just eight weeks past. With the first cold grey 
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MONTEMURBO. 
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of swiftly-coming dawn, I gladly sallied forth. The rain 
had ceased, the cold and air felt freshening, the stars had 
shone brightly in the dark sky when I had looked out 
before, and now shapeless masses of ruin rose still blacker 
against it wherever I could see. Crossing a space encum- 
bered with beams and fragments, with deep mud and 
water from ponded drainage, I clambered up a huge heap, 
beside the tower of a fallen church, and from the vantage- 
jioiut, looked over the desolation of the prostrate city. 
Alone, and at that cold and silent hour, the impression was 
one never to be forgotten. I descended at the opposite 
side, over the massive walls broken into stej)s, between 
huge fragments, and on slopes of rubbish ; as I reached the 
level of the interior, something caught my foot — I stooped 
and found it was a long and broad piece of ancient-looking 
lace, that had decked some crushed altar. While I looked 
at it, a large piece of wall came toppling from the still 
standing part of the tower above, and crashed into frag- 
ments upon the talus of rubble down which I had just 
come, and over which I had again to make my way back to 
our head-quarters. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

MONTEMURRO TOE CITY OE TRE DEAD. 


Montemurro — a Saracen settlement originally — was a 
place of great antiquity : 

“ UrbeB oonstituit setas, bora dissolvit.” * 

It stood u|X)n a tolerably level plateau, surrounded on 
every side by deep ravines, in some places 700 or 750 feet 
in total depth, with precipitous sides of clay, and torrents 
in the bottom, falling into the Laderana. The plateau is 
also intersected in several places by smaller “ nullahs,” with 
abrupt banks ; and the city had extended, until its buildings 
occupied the whole surface, out to and even beyond the 
very edges of banks above these surrounding ravines. 

To the north and cast, the elevated and rolling piano 
slopes back a long way, covered everywhere with deep 
clays, similarly cut into, by watercourses, and covered with 
oak forests and olives. Beyond this the Serra di Annento, 
seen in the horizon of Photog. No. 262, rises, and to 
the N. W. beyond this Monte Agresto ; while high and 
far beyond both, the summits of II Santo Spirito are 
capped with snow. Montemurro, therefore, stood at the 
southern and south-eastern verge, and upon the outlying 

• Seneca, 
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brow, of an extensive table-land, sloping up to lofty moun- 
tain-masses extending for more than 16 miles to the 
north and N. W. From the high lands above the town, I 
could see three great river-beds — the Agri, the Moglia, and 
the Racanello that sweeps past Castel Saraceno, and which 
fall into the Agri much lower down ; and looking N.E., the 
up[)cr forks of the Sauro were visible, all running in deep 
b%ds, through a clay country, lofty and rolling in surface. 

The mass of the plateau of Montemurro, seems at first 
to be nothing but clay ; but upon the highest points of the 
town, and a little beyond it to the north and N. E., the soft, 
crumbly, yellow, calcareous sandstone, a half-compacted 
rock, comes bare up to the surface, and obviously forms a 
great cone, upon and around which, the immense clay 
deposits arc heaped up. 

The beds, here thick and ill-defined, run in strike nearly 
east and west, and dip raj)idly to the south at .'>0°. They 
show themselves here and there, intercalated with some 
harder argillaceous shaly rock. (See Geological Section, 
Diagram No. 241.) ^ 

At Giuseppe’s “ cabane,” which is nearly on tlie ssimc 
level as the base of the great tower of the Chiesc .Madre, 
and the Franciscan Monastery (Photog. Nos. 26.3 and 267, 
Coll. Roy. Soc.), and about the mean level of the plateau 
of the town, the barometer stood (18th of February), at 
9-30 A.M., Naples time, at 27T6 inches, thermo., 54°. 
The elevation above the sea is therefore 2695 8 feet, and 
about 2000 feet above the bed of the Agri, opposite, the 
whole of which fall, the torrent of the Laderana has within 
four or five miles. Its effects upon the clay banks may 
thence be understood. 
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SITK (JF THK CITY. 


The eye sketch (Fig. 264) shows the general position 
of Montemurro, which stood upon a nob or tongue of flat- 



Fig. 2Gt. 


topped laud, between two precipitous ravines, of immense 
depth, cut laterally by many minor ones, the clay banks 
continually shedding down, and the toes of the slopes 
washed away by the torrents. It occupied the whole 
surface of the tongue, which was built upon, out to the 
very edges, and even beyond the tops of the slopes. 

The whole town is one vast heap of rubbish, and about 
an equal proportion, of the houses, &c., that stood at the 
extreme verges of the N. E. and S. W. banks, have been 
shot over in falling, so that streams of loose stone and 
rubbish, now whiten the slopes at both sides of the place. 

The great mass of the place is, of course, beyond 
reach of exact examination ; the remains of four of the 
most important buildings, however, afforded all the indica- 
tions I needed. Of these, a (Fig. 264) is the Palazzo Fino, 
a modern and large, well-built, cardinal mansion, standing 
right across the head of one of the deep ravines. It is 
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DON ANDUKA DKI, FIND. 


three stories above the ground, and the principal floor had 
vaulted ceilings, of hollow jwttery (Photog. No. 265). It 
is fissured from base to roof, in all the walls ; several fissures 
are open 24 inches at top, and give excellent measures 
of wave-path, which averages 143° E. of north to south. 
The N. W. and S. E. quoins, have suffered by far the 
most severely, and at these places, the roof and floors arc 
down. The building is of great length, at least 150 feet. 
The fissures about these quoins are diagonal, and indicate 
emergence from the north, but uncertaiulj', e = 15° to 20°. 
The fissures in the middle of the front and back walls, arc 
much more nearly vertical, as are also some in the south 
end wall, and internal cross walls. 

The unfortunate owner, Don Andrea del Fino, on the 
night of* the earthquake, was with Ins wife in bed, his 
daughter sleeping in the adjoining chamber on the prin- 
cipal floor. At the first shock, his wife who was awake, 
leaped from bed, and at the instant after, a mass of the 
vaulting above, came down and buried her husband sleeping 
in his bed. At the same moment, the vault above their 
daughter’s room fell in upon her ; from the light and hollow 
construction of the vaults, neither were at once killed. The 
signora escaped by leaping from the front window, she 
almost knew not how. For more than two hours, she wan- 
dered beseechingly, but unnoticed, amongst the mass of 
terrified survivors in the streets without, before frantic 
confusion, permitted her to obtain aid from her own 
tenants and dependents, to extricate her husband. They 
got him out after more than eighteen hours’ entomb- 
ment, alive, indeed, but maimed and lame for life. His 
daughter was dead. As he despairingly hatl longed for 
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TOWEK OK ST. DOMINICA. 


release, from the compressing rubbish, which tlie second 
shock of an hour after the first, had so shaken and closed in 
round him, that he eouhl scarce breathe, he heard but a few 
feet oflf, her agonizing cries and groans, grow fainter, and 
fainter, and end in death. The lady, to whose faithful 
devotion his own life was owing, had escaped without a 
scratch. This one episode, from the innumerable relations 
given me, of personal peril and sad adventure, will scarce 
be deemed out of place, as affording a vivid picture of the 
terroi's of an earthquake night. 

ficiTovvicTioi (oXXi/juni/, 
fK Sftlrvwv VTTVO^ 
eir otratot^ KiSvaTat. 

KfcajSij, 903. 

This palazzo is the onl;/ building here, that has not been 
prostrated, or gutted of floors and roof, &c ; the only lofty 
fragments standing anywhere, are fragments of the towers 
of the churches at c, d, and h. 

At b (Fig. 2G4) was the great monastery of St. Dominica 
(Photog. No. 208, Coll. Roy. Soc.), the great tower of which 
was shorn off, and an acutely-pointed aiguille alone left stand- 
ing, as already alluded to (Part I.), sketched by me from 
the balcony of Palazzo Fino. This is not seen in any of 
the photographs. I am by no means certain that the acute- 
ness of fracture in this instance, may be relied upon as indi- 
cating any shock having come up at an extremely sharp 
emergence at Montemurro; for although the fracture of 
the tower offered every characteristic of such, I could not 
corroborate it, by appeal to any other similar case here. 
There were very few buildings standing at all, and the.se 
indicated emergences, at angles that might be anything 
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between 15° and 20°, and also horizontal movements; the 
latter with the largest velocity. 

It is possible, therefore, that the sharp shearing off of 
this tower, may have arisen from some peculiarity of sup|)ort 
that had disappeared, or other unnoticed cause. If it be 
concluded, that it had its origin in a wave of verj' acute 
emergence, then it would follow as most probable, that this 
had been delivered, upwards from the limcstone.9, beneath 
the shales and other argillaceous formations of this region, 
as a lateral wave of dispersion, and an instant after the 
overthrow of the tower had been commenced by the 
primary wave. This might have been so, and yet from the 
total destruetion round, no trace of the fact be discernible. 

The Chiesa Madre (c). Fig. 264, (Photog. No. 266, Coll. 
Roy. Soc.), gave from fractures — not fissures, and therefore 
less trustworth}' — a wave-path, 134° 30' E. of north, and 
of emergence from 20° to apparently horizontal, and the 
monastery of St. Francisco (Photog. No. 267, Colt. Roy. 
Soc.), at d (Fig. 264) one not more than 7° or 8° from 
north to south, and west of north. 

It seemed evident upon the whole, that the general path 
of the primary wave, had been very close to 38° W. of 
north toward the south, and with an emergence of something 
between 15° and 20° from the north ; that the whole mass of 
the nob or tongue of insulated land and its rock core, upon 
which the city stood, had been put in motion and oscillated 
forward and back, both in the direction of the wave, and 
transverse to it, the latter being the direction of the narrow 
diameter of the tongue. Those latter movements were, 
quam prox. horizontal, and hence the complication of 
fissures, &c. To this niay have been added, a secondary 
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CONDITIONS OF DESTRUCTION. 


shock from the subjacent limestones in a direction not 
many degrees' removed from vertical. We have thus the 
following conditions, all conspiring to produce that total 
destruction, for which Montemurro is pre-eminent. 

1st. A city of great antiquity, and generally ill built. 

2nd. Its position like that of Saponara, such that its 
solid base oscillated lieneath its buildings, and 
added its pendulous velocity, to that of the 
wave. 

.“ird. Orthogonal oscillations of the tongue of land, due 
to its form and direction. 

The total velocity of movement impressed, must have 
been, I judged, about the same as at Saponara. There 
were several walls, &c., by which I might have attempted 
its calculation, but none sufficiently unencumbered, or free 
from disturbance, to give trustworthy results. Thrown 
church bells or such like, there were none, all were buried ; 
and whatever of displaced furniture, or other objects, had 
escaped destruction in the Palazzo Fino, had been removed. 

The only uninjured (Photog. No. 2G9) object, was oue 
of two small stone crosses, surmounting Corinthian 
columns, of about 15 feet in total height, mounted ujion 
triple-stepped bases and plinths, of the same chaiucter and 
size as that referred to at Padula. 

This was pointed out to me by one of the gendarmes, 
who were the sole authorities remaining at the ruined city, 
as a proof of its sacred character. It obviously owed its 
stability to the causes already explained. The other 
column near the Palazzo Fino, was overthrown and broken 
about the muklle of the shaft ; but it appeared more than 
lirobable, that it hatl been knocked down, by the fall of a 
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MONTEMURRO AND OPPIDO. 
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beam against it — a view strongly favoured by the place of 
the fracture. To have been overturned simply by inertia, 
would have required a horizontal velocity of nearly 20 feet 
per second, and the total velocity here was certainly a good 
deal within that, which could not have left a stone stand- 
ing of the four buildings to which reference has been made. 

From the upper part of the Palazzo Fino, I obtained 
several compass bearings to correct for declination by, as for 
some days and until now, I had not seen the sun. I found 

Viggiano bears . . . 50° W. of north. 

Saponara „ ... 85° W. of north. 

Moliterno „ ... 110° W. of north. 

Spinosa „ ... 145° W. of north. 

All these, when reduced by Zannoni’s great map, give a 
declination between 13° and 14° west of north. That map 
was produced about 1810-1812, and having all been laid 
down from triangulation, and upon so great a scale, the 
positions marked upon it, are extremely accurate in general. 

Montemurro is to this earthquake, what Oppido was to 
the Calabrian earthquake of 1783. The similarity as to 
position, and also in the frightful proportion of the deaths 
to the jMjpulation, are stated by Grimaldi, in his excellent 
account of that catastrophe, pp. 19, 20 : — “ Oppido. Citta 
de’ tempi di mezzo: si vuoli cdificata culle rovine dell’ 
antico Maraerto. . . . Popolazione, 2371 ; morti, 1813. 
Ia citta era situata sopra di una collina circondata da due 
Gumi : la sua altezza era de ciuquecento passi in circa. 

. . . Questa collina si diviso in due parti : le sue 

rovine impedirono il corso ai Gumi, che la circoudavano e 
si formarouo ivi due gran laghi dalle acque ingurgitate.” 
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GIUSEPPE’S ACCOUNT. 


At Montemurro I found no better witness of the events 
of the shock, than ray host of the “cabane ” Giuseppe, 
who was, I believe, a contrabandista, and had corae to 
prey upon the ruins of the place, with probably a good 
understanding with the gendarmes in charge. He was not 
able to add any very material fact. 

The time precisely of the first shock, no one knew any- 
thing about ; the second was about an hour after the first. 
The movement, Giuseppe thought, was in a direction, that 
when pointed out with the hand, turned out to be from 
S. E. to N. W. He was thus not far astra}' as to path, but 
reverse to the real direction ; but “ there was movement 
everj’ way, and he was alarmed.” The sound was “very 
distinct and terrible he heard it and felt the first move- 
ment at the same instant, but “ it continued after he had 
got into the street, he thought, a good while, but was not 
sure, for the noise of the falling city overpowered him.” 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


MONTEMURRO TO TRAMUTOLA. 


On leaving, I rode along the north brow of the ravines for 
some way, and then struck over the southern slopes of the 
Piano Valloni, to Viggiano — a mediaeval town, about five 
miles north west. 

Viggiano is perched on the very summit of a mass of 
limestone, rising abruptly from beneath the deep clays of 
the valley of the Agri. (See Geological Section, Diagram 
No. 241, Fig. 2). 

Its lofty, and, in places almost mural collinc, is well but- 
tressed to the north and round to the cast, by other higher 
hills, of which Monte Calvario is the most conspicuous, 
also of limestone, showing no clear bedding to tclescoi)C ; 
far lx:yond this, the lofty jicaks of Monte Capodallo arc 
visible, capped with snow. (See Sketch No. 270, and 
Photog. No. 271.) It is free from contact of other hills, 
upon the N. W. and west, and to this, no doubt, owes its 
comparative escape from destruction. It has, however, 
suffered very sadly, and very manj' of its population, almost 
all of whom are hereditary travelling musicians, have been 
killed and wounded. The wave-path, from fissures here, in 
houses below the town, gave 136° E. of north towards the 
.south. It was too near to towns already examined, to make 
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IMMENSE LANDSLIP. 


minute inquirj' valuable. The comparative scale of its in- 
jury may be gathered from the Photog. No. 272 (Poll. Roy. 
Soc.), taken at near the centre of the town. I met here 
Mr. Major, an Englishman, who hjwl been thas far into the 
earthquake regions with his staff, to distribute the British 
alms from Naples, and we rode .some miles together, to- 
wards Tramutola to which I was bound, while he returned 
to Viggiano. 

The Fiume Casale comes down here from the snowy 
summits far behind Viggiano, by a lateral ravine, and 
separates where it falls into the Agri, the argillaceous and 
sandy rocks, from tlie limestone, and, with the Agri, appears 
to be the separation from all the formations further west 
and south, in the limestone conntr}’. (See Geological 
Section, Spinosa to Viggiano, Fig. 2, Diagram No. 241.) 

Passing along the Piano Mattinc below ^^iggiano, and 
further northward, I found several most remarkable land- 
slips, at the steep banks of the Agri ; one of these is 
figured from eye-sketch in Diagram No. 274. It occurred 
at the salient boss, of a curve of the river, where the bed 
was about 400 feet, below the level of the surface of the 
piano. The surface of loamy clay land which had slipped, 
had been covered with coarse gras.s, now formed into 
many concentric curved fissures, and not less by the eye 
than 50 acres English had descended, and the topmost 
terrace of the slip, was about 50 4eet below the level of the 
still standing land of the piano above it. The toe had 
protruded and greatly obstructed, the bed of the Agri, 
which was fast sweeping it away. It had ponded up at its 
fall the small stream, without a name, that came in from the 
east, and this had obviously recently made a debacle, of a 
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vast mass of mud, from its base, round and over which, it 
now found its way to the Agri, by channels momentarily 
altering. It appeared to me that in three or four winters 
the greater part, if not the whole of this vast mass would 
be clean gone and deposited in the Adriatic. After 
crossing the little Fiume Galli, that comes down from 
Mount Capodallo, I passed the hamlets of Casa Rossa, and 
a solitary mansion in the midst of rich olive gardens, that 
seemed only known as “II Palazzo,” most of them in 
ruin. The houses at Casa Rossa, lay close beneath the 
mountain mass to the N. W., upon which Marsico Vetico 
stands, and as thus on an outlying stratum, and had 
suffered severely. II Palazzo (Photog. No. 273, Coll. 
Roy. Soc.), as also a large mass that seemed, by its only 
remaining tower and the thickness of its walls, to have 
been some sort of medimval strong house, or perhaps a con- 
vent (there was no one to be found), both gave wave- 
paths, generally coinciding with what I had obtained for 
all this region around. 

The Palazzo showed also evidences of an orthogonal 
shako, derived from the limestone mountain-mass to the east 
of it, that of Marsico Vetico. Both these large buildings, 
stood upon the deep clays of the piano — the hamlets 
where these got shallow, at the junction with the limestone. 

This piano, seems to be usually called that of Vis- 
colionc, or the Forest of Saponara — i. e., all the upper end 
of the Piano of Mattine; but names of places are very 
loose affairs here. At the eastern end of this smaller 
valley, and before commencing to ascend it towards Tra- 
mutola, I found the barometer stood at 27'98 inches, 
thermometer 44° Fahr. (18th February at 3““ 3“ Naples 
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SANTA CLEMENTrNA. 


mean time), which gave the elevation 182()-;t feet above 
the sea level. 

The fall of the river Agri, i.s therefore 1171 feet within 
about 10 miles, or upwards of 100 feet per mile — a tre- 
mendous rush for denudation, with such a volume of winter 
water. Just at the entrance to this jiiano, I jiassed the 
ruins of a beautiful church, Santa r!lcmentina, of the 
eighteenth century, that had stood isolated and in the 
midst of grass land and forest oaks. Its fine stuccoes were 
a sad spectacle of ruin ; it had been brick vaulted (Photog. 
No. 275, Coll. Roy. Soc.), and gave unmistakable proof of 
the direction of wave-path. The whole of the north flank 
and west end walls are down— direction, 139° E. of north 
to south. 

The necessity of reaching Tramutola before dark, pre- 
vented ray obtaining measures of emergence, that this 
building would have given. We had turned to the S. W. 
to ascend the piano, passing along the right bank of a small 
stream, the Capo d’Aqua, beneath the steep slopes of 
the hill of Monticello, to the S. E. for about half a mile, 
where we passed some farmhouses, or a small hamlet, now 
tenantless, which presented, by their walls, thrown out- 
wanls in all directions, evidences, not only of the direct or 
normal wave, but of a reflected earthquake echo, sent back 
to them from the flank of Monticello, which lay almost 
transverse to the wave-path ; the echo reached them in a 
direction about 120° W. of north. It would have taken a 
day, however, to have investigated the phenomena per- 
fectly, and involved an a.scent to the top of Monticello, to 
get its direction precisely. 

I reached Tramutola just at sunset, and having ridden 
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through its main street, encumbered with rulibish and 
stooping underprops, was about to seek a night’s lodging in 
some possible convent, when I was accosted by Don Antonio 
Georgio Morano, a lawyer of the place, whose palazzo had 
been wholly destroyed, and who invited me to the hospi- 
talities of his temporary home. From that gentleman and 
from his amiable wife. I received at the lodging which 
they occupied, in a .shattered building in the town, the 
most gracious and cordially given hospitalit}', and from the 
signor, much valuable information. 


Vot- II. 


V 


CPI AFTER XXVI. 


TRAMUTOl.A. 


Tramutola, lies upon the north end of a low tongue of hills 
that come down the west side of the valley of Mseolione, 
and is surrounded by rather lofty mountains, both on the west 

and north. The town is built upon the white shatter^' lime- 

« 

stone, uixui a very gentle slope, dipping to the east and S.E. 
It is overhung by, and in part climbs the roots, of steep but 
low hills of limestone, to the west and south of it. The beds 
run nearly north and south, and dip G0° to 70° to the east. 

I'he bottom of the narrow valley is deep clay and loam, 
and the hills at the cast side opposite the town, appear to 
consist, of hard, cherty, rod and green stone, apparently 
metamorphic argillaceous rocks, in well-marked beds, run- 
ning north and south, and dipping 50° W. 

The town (Photog. No. 276, Coll. Roy. Soc.) is com- 
parativcl}' modern, and generally better built than usual ; 
fis.sured and thrown-down houses occur in every part, but 
the greatest damage is found in the south and east districts 
of the town, where the oldest and worst-built houses existed. 
Signor Morano, and one or two of his friends of the better 
class of inhabitants, accompanied me on ray examination. 
The Capellueeio, della Madonna Maria dell’ Pieta, a 
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small octagonal building, whose faces are cardinal, had two 
blocks projected from its walls. Assuming the wave 
velocity, the same here as at Polla, Padula, &c., viz., 13 feet 
j)cr second, one of these gave for the e = 0-273 ; the 
other, tan e = 0-332 ; both had descended from a height 
of 21 feet, and the latter had been thrown horizontally 
15-75 feet, giving for the emergence an angle between 
15° 18' for the one, and 18° 22' for the other, the latter 
being, in fact, the angle of maximum range. The former 
block had possibly, touched in its fall ; the latter appeared 
unexceptionable, and, allowing for a very slight adherence 
in the block of stone, the value of e, may be taken here at 
17° to 18°, and from the N. W. 

The two blocks were thrown very nearly in the same 
direction at B B (Fig. 277, Coll. Roy. Soc.), and gave a 
wave-path 150° E. of north to south, which coincided with 
the deductions, from two pairs of large fissures, // and 
/'/' in a dwelling-house of two stories (C) close beside. 
The ground on which these are built slopes slightly to the 
cast. 

The house in which I slept, and in which Don Antonio 
Morano and his wife were lodging, a very large and heavily- 
built old one, had fissures open at the quoins, and in other 
places, 4 to 4i inches wide at the wall plates (two high 
stories). These gave a rough estimation of the amplitude 
of the wave, the walls being very thick and inelastic ; but 
the fissures were too peiplexed by other adjoining build- 
ings for calculation as to direction. 

The mansion that Don Antonio lived in at the time of 
tlie earthquake, is almost wholly destroyed : it is at the 
extreme east side of the town, at the opposite side of the 

c 2 
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KEY BLOCK OK AN ARCH. 


Street to the Palazzo Marotta. (Sec Digram No. 282, 
Fig. 2.) The longer axis of Don Antonio’s house, stood 
Kg. I. 



35° W. of north and .south, and the S.E. gable and courtyard, 
with its demolished gateway, arc seen in Photog. No. 278, 
(Coll. Roy. Soc.)* The cast pier and all the blocks of 
stone of the elliptic arch above, had been thrown down, and 
lay as they fell. The general direction of wave-path that 
they gave, and more especially that given by the key block 
which had fallen, the most unperturbed in its course, was 

* The key block here is that marked a. The round timber visible had been 
piled upon it, between the time of my examination, and that of the photograph 
being taken ^ and several of the other blocks appear to have been disturbed in 
the interval. 
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163° 30' E. of north to south. The wall was, therefore, 
nearly transverse to the wave. 

This block had been thrown a distance horizontally of 
9 feet, and its centre of gravity, when in place, had been 
11 feet above the ground. 

Adopting for the angle of emergence that given by the 
block at the Capelluccio, we have to satisfy the equation 


2 cos’ e (b + a tan e) 
a = 9: i = 11. e = 18° 22', 
and V’ = 218 V = 14'765 feet per second, 

or a little more than a foot and a half per second above 
what we assumed for Y at the Capelluccio. This would 
not alter the value taken thence, for e, however, by 1°. 

It may be considered, that the actual velocity of projec- 
tion was a little greater than 14' 765 feet per second, as there 
was some little adhesion between the blocks ; and, in fact, 
if this problem be treated in the same way as the “ Camine 
at Polla,” to which the nature of its fall and overturn was 
analogous, it would give a rather higher velocity, but the 
elasticitj' of the wall itself, measured the apparent velocity 
of the wave. 

It hence would seem a legitimate conclusion, that here 
in the dense shaly argillaceous rocks, forming so much 
of the great mountain mass, between Padula and this 
valley, the earth wave actually did assume, a slightly in- 
creased velocity, over that which it has been ascertained to 
have had in the limestone ; and thus we have an additional 
ground, upon which to account for the fearful destruction, at 
Sa|K>nara and Montemurro. The Casa Marotta stands at 
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THE CHIESA MADRE, 


the opposite side of the street, a heavy building, well built, 
and but little damaged, while Don Antonio’s, opjwsite, is 
demolishetl. Its long axis is 28° W. of north; the furni- 
ture still remains, as it is inhabited by the owner in some 
parts. The pictures along the middle walls aaa (Fig. 279) 



Strata. 


Fig. 279. 

are uniformly thrown to the south, in the plane of the wall, 
and by friction of the backs, remained so, nothing having 
been disturbed in those large reception rooms, since the shock, 
as the dust and fragments from the fissures, in the walls 
and ceilings still nnswept, when the rooms were unlocked 
for my examination, testified. One painting, 6 feet wide 
by 4 feet high, hung by two nails, and it has drawn or 
rather dragged and bent down, the projecting part of the 
nail, at the N.W. end, so that that corner of the picture, 
is below the level line 2j inches. All the pictures on the 
walls a b, at both sides, are gone off out of plumb, tow ards 
the east, and those 1 foot 6 inches high by 2 feet 6 inches 
long, which hung from a single nail, are 1 inch out of 
plumb, in their length ; two others, 4 feet long by 3 feet high, 
are 14 inch out of plumb in the height, towards the east. 

The pictures on the resf)ective walls are not sufficiently 
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similar, to compare their movements accurately. Gene- 
rally, however, the displacements in the north and south 
plane, appeared nearly twice as much as in that east and 
west. 

The walls of this house (three stories) are verj' thick in 
proimrtiou to its size, 2 feet 9 inches, and nearly solid 
for the lower story; the apertures, few and small com- 
paratively, and the mass of masonry large, almve the tops 
of the upper windows, all of which, with its good class of 
work, have conspired to its safety, as contrasted with Don 
Antonio’s house opposite, which is of brick in great part, 
and full of apertures in thin walls — a good example of the 
utterly diverse effects producible by the same shock. 

The Chiesa Madrc, a heavy Roman, arched structure, 
has its axial line 72° E. of north, or nearly east and west 
(Photog. No. 280, Coll. Roy. Soc.). 'I’he apse at the east 
end (Diagram No. 282 bU, Fig. 3), has fallen wholly out, 
towards the S. E. The great organ, that stood on a gallery 
over the west door, was projected on to the lloor of the nave, 
in a direction S. E. All the other walls and the roof, are 
still standing, but heavily fissured. The heavy square 
piers, G feet by 3 feet G inches, of the nave, and the crowns 
of the arches between, are much shattered, but owe their 
still standing, to the shock having passed through them diago- 
nally, and to their great dimensions. There is a formidable 
fissure, right across from side to side at the west end, due 
undoubtedly to the inertia of the organ, elevated at above 
mid-height, and many other fissures, the positions of some of 
the chief of which are marked ; but little could be deduced 
from these here, the wave-path being obviously so very 
abnormal, and the walls of the church being externally 
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STATUE OF ST. LEONARDO. 


propped and interfered with, by the movements of other 
buildings standing around and against it. 

A sandstone statue of St. Leonardo, in the Capella Sta. 
Anna, on the north side of the church, stood elevated on a 
pedestal, in a niche on the north wall, in front of which was 
a stone and stucco slab or altar-tal)le. (See Photog. No. 281, 
Coll. Roy. Soc. and Figs. 3 and 4, Di^^5rara No. 282 l/is.) 
It stood loose upon its base, 7'78 feet above the floor level, 
and was thrown in a direction, which finally was 162° 30' 
E. of north, but which, bj^ marks upon the altar-slab and 
east walls, &c., seen in the Photog. No. 281, indicated that 
its first projection had been in a path about 144° E. of north, 
and that then, in pitching forwaril head foremost, over the 
edge of the altar-slab in front of the niche, it had altered the 
plane of its descent, to one more south, and, at the sanje time, 
thrown a complete somersault before it reached the floor, 
upon which it was found lying with the feet towards the 
south, and broken in tw'o. The original height of the figure 
was 3^ feet. It weighed entire, by careful estimation, 
about 160 rotuli = 314 lbs. The centre of gravity, being 
about 14 footalwve the base, and the centre of oscillation 
over the front edge about 2 feet above it, it is not 
conceivable that its descent, to the position in which it was 
found, should have been made without the intermediate 
somersault. This so perplexes the effects of the original 
throw, that any calculation as to velocity, founded upon 
the horizontal distance, would probably' prove fallacious. 
It might have reached its distance shown, viz. 7'45 feet 
from the front edge of the pedestal (having slided and 
turned over together, on the fiont edge of the altar-slab), by 
a force only Just sufficient to upset it; and for this a 
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Sr. MICHAEL— THE BAMBINO. 25 

velocity of under 13 feet per second would have sufficed, 
although, from its irregular figure, a precise calculation is 
not possible. 

From the altar on the north side of the north aisle, a 
wooden figure of St. Michael had been thrown : it had been 
gathered up, but the Sacristan replaced it for me on the 
floor, in the position in which he said he found it. This 
proved to give a wave-path about 168° 30' E. of north, 
one so far divergent towards the north, from those otherwise 
arrived at, that he was probably mistaken, or the figure 
Lad been thrown aside by something in its descent. 

The Chiesa dell’ Rosario, stands close to the preceding 
church, a vacant rectangular building, with a capella open- 
ing into it, on the north side. The belfry, seen from the out- 
side in Photog. No. 283 (Coll. Roy. Soc.) has been fissured 
heavily, and part of its roof thrown down, but the bells 
stand. The “ bambino” from the arms of the Madonna on 
the altar, was thrown behind the altar (they told me) in the 
direction marked (Fig. 5, Diagram No. 282 bis). This was 
possible, for I found the figure of the Madonna, if pushed 
from the N. \V. or S. E. gently, assumed a gyrating rocking 
round its base. The axis of this church, is parallel with 
that of the preceding. Its great fractures, run both north 
and south, and east and we.st, and some of them are 0 {>eu 
6 inches, at 40 feet in height; but in this case also, mcasure- 
meiiLs were useless, owing to the surrounding buildings, 
some of which arc seen in Photog. No. 283 (Coll. Roy. Soc.) 

The heavy, red and white alabaster balustrade and cap- 
ping, (Figs. 5 and 6, Diagram No. 282 bk,) that ran across 
and .separated, the chancel from the nave, was prostrated 
over the steps on top of which it sOkkI, and the fragments 
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GENERAL WAVE-PATH— IL CROCE. 


were still, in situ as they fell. All that half, to the south side 
which abutted against the south side wall, remained standing, 
the projecting foree having been resolved principally against 
that wall ; but the other half, having no such supixjrt, 
and the heavy-hinged doors of the same pattern and ma- 
terial, being open to the west at the time, in the way shown 
in Fig. r>, (as explained clearly to me by the parish priest), 
which gave freedom of fall to this half, but support by 
inertia (or back weight) to the preceding ; the north half 
was wholly thrown, and the separate blocks of the capping, 
as well as the pilasters indicated the direction to have 
been 120° E. of north. 

A general examination then made through the buildings 
of the town, as seen from the streets, and occasional ad- 
measurements of several pairs of fissures, gave wave-path 
directions, from 120° to 150° E. of north, and uncertain in- 
dications as to emergence, but all jirovingit, from the north. 

Upon a comparison of the whole, and attaching the mast 
weight to the best observations, and in the most favourable 
conditions, I concluded here, a general \vavc-path between 
150° and 100° E. of north, or more exactly one 152° 30' E. 
of north. 

In the Punta della Chiesa, I found again one of those 
little stone cros.ses — “II Croce della Chiesa” uninjured, 
and, of course, pointed out with superstitious wonder. 
This one was nearly 15 feet in height, but socketed together, 
and of hard limestone. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

TRAMUTOLA — RETURN TO THE CERTOBA. 


Leaving Tramutola^ I purposed to have penetrated by 
Marsico Veeehio, and the towns to the N. E. on to Vietri, 
but I here found, that at this season the attempt, through 
that mountainous region was impracticable, or, at least, cer- 
tain to be attended with great loss of time. I was there- 
fore compelled to retrace niy path, over the {lass of Arena 
Bianca, bj' Lago Maorno, back into the Val di Diano, and 
thence by the militarj" road, to Vietri di Potcnai. 

On commencing the ascent in return from Tramutola, 
looking back to the N. N. E., I see Marsico Vccchio, with 
miles of mountain, ending in Monte ^'oltorino, capjxsd with 
snow behind them. The bedding of nearly all these moun- 
tains, appeared almost vertical to the summits, up to 2.'>00 
feet above the bottom of the vallej' of Tramutola. They 
all appear to have a general strike, to the N. N. E. ; I can 
see at least 15 miles in that direction towards Calvello. 

It had been reported to me, that heavy falls of rock had 
taken place at Marsico A'ecchio, but my informauts at 
Tramutola contradicted this. I should have before stated, 
that the noise at Tramutola, was described by Signor Morano 
and others, as lasting very long, Ixjginning, they thought, 
at the same instant with the movement, but lasting a sensible 
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period of time, after it was over. They described it in the 
usual terras as a“ rolling,” “ murmuring,” “ trampling" (cal- 
camentura) sound, &c. There was noise with the second 
shock, of an hour after the first. They had no accurate 
information as to the time of either, nor had any of the 
people in the valley of the Agri or its tributaries, any 
notice of unusual lights having been seen. 

I had now traced the shock in a south and S.E. direction, 
to nearly the parallel of the head of the Gulf of Policastro, 
and it seemed more important to push the examination north 
and N. E. than to devote much more time, to the region I 
was in. 

My return from Tramutola was made by an entirely 
different track over the great ridge; crossing two small 
ridges of hills, and the Torrent Cauoli, near its source, 
we struck into the valley of the Aggia, a branch of the 
Agri falling in on its right bank, and ascended by it, to the 
north side of the Piano of Maorno, leaving the lake upon 
the south of us, and diverging at Paterno, to the N. E. of 
Monte St. Elia, a mile or two north, for the purpose of 
examining cursorily Marsico Nuovo. 

At about 2 miles from Tramutola, I lost the argillaceous 
beds, and came again upon white limestone.s, which are 
again succeeded within less than a mile, by the clay slates 
and clays — green, red, and yellow — with h^hly ferruginous 
beds, all twisted and disturbed in every direction. At the 
junctions, I passed many singular metamorphic rocks; at 
about the fifth mile the slates, &c., again disappear, and are 
succeeded by limestones, after which there were several 
short alternations, nearly to Paterno. 

At Patcrnol diverged northwards towards MarsicoNuovo, 
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already visible, distant 2 miles, perched on the conoidal 
summits of two low masses of limestone, (Fig. 286, Sketch 
Coll. Ro}\ Soc.), with the lofty Pictra Maura, covered with 
snow behind it, from which the Agri derives its source. 

Patemo, a rather large and important town, had suffered 
severely, as the Photogs. Nos. 284 and 285 (Coll. Boy. Soc.) 
of the cathedral from the S. E., which shows the scalloping 
off, of the circular tower walls, as referred to in Part I., 
and of the archbishop’s palace, may indicate. My object, 
however, was not to examine its buildings, but to discover the 
heavy falls of rock alleged to have taken place here ; these 
I found were, to a great extent, fabulous. Some dislodgc- 
ments of loose stones had occurred, from the limestone cliffs 
near the place, and of these my Photographer obtained the 
view (Photog. No. 287, Coll. Roy. Soc.), which is chiefly 
interesting, as giving an excellent idea of the petrological 
character of the soft limestone. I directed my attention 
also, to a sulphurous spring issuing not far from the town, 
and of which I had been told at Naples, that the volume of 
water had surprisingly increased after the shock, (Photog. 
No. 288, Coll. Roy. Soc.). As the result of my inquiries, 
this did not seem to be founded on fact ; it had become 
turbid for some time, like the springs at Padula and else- 
where. 

On returning, we topped the pass between the Serra 
Mandrano and Monte St. Elia, and gained a glorious sun- 
set view, over the plain of Diano, as we descended. 

I stopped on commencing the descent, at a moment when 
the sun’s disc became visible, to take an observation for 
declination, but before the instruments were adjusted it had 
become again cloudy and barely visible. I record the 
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PROBABLY ABNORMAI, DECLINATION. 


observation, though not trustworthy, merely because the 
great change of declination given by it, occurs near the 
same region where in passing southwarfl, I had found the 
local action of the ferruginous rocks so great, and as an 
indication to some future traveller, of the desirableness of 
ascertaining afresh, the declination upon these iron shot 
rocks. 

The jK)int of observation was at north lat. 40° 13', K. 
long. 15° 23', at 3'' 10', Greenwich time, by chronometer 
(19th February, 1858), sun bore 76° 3' W. of N. 

Hour angle = 61° 44' 12"' l5 

Sun’s azimuth = 62° 34' . . . . W. 

Sun’s bearing by compass = 70° 30' . . . . W. of N. 

138° 37' 

180° 

Western declination 41° 23' W. 

13° to 15° W. being the usual declination everywhere else 
hereabouts. Although I cannot rely upon the observation 
itself, made through a thick haze, it yet derives I find, a 
strong confirmation as to its truth, from the only possible 
observation of a terrestrial azimuth. The town of Buona- 
bitacola was the only one visible, and it bore from this spot, 
by compass, 84° 30' W. of north. Referring to its bear- 
ing from the true meridian, by Zannoni’s map, I find 
it = 136° W. of N. 

and 136° 0' 

84° 30' 

41° 30' diOerence = declination. 
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Barometer at this point marked 27' 72 inches, thermo. 
4:t° Fahr., which gives about 2146 feet above the sea for 
the elevation. 

I arrived belated at the Certosa again, and had a wel- 
come reception from the gooil-naturcd monks, wrote np my 
notes, and verified several dimensions as to facts at the 
monastcn', &c. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 


NORTHWARD FOR AULETTA AND VIETRI. 


Earlt next morning I started northward for Auletta 
(20th February). In the hard gray morning light, the 
jvakedness of the limestone mountains, of the high ranges, 
and the md-on-edneM of the beds, are very striking. Pass- 
ing Diano (in reverse direction) I remark, that the low spur 
that connects it with the hills behind, seems to be chiefly 
loose material, so that no push of the wave from the north 
could be transmitted through it, without immense loss and 
retardation. 

Passing La Sala again, I got a good observation of the 
sun, at a point about 100 feet above the great plain. 

Lat. 40“ 20' Ung. 15° .32' 

Hour angle = 33° 52' .3" 90 

Sun’s azimuth = 33° 10' .. . . W. 

Bearing by compass = 52° 30' . . . . W. 

Western declination 13° 20' 

The observation was made at 1'' 23' 47" by chronometer, 
Greenwich time. 
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From the same spot — 

SL Arseuio bears 38° W. of north = 14° W. Declination. 
St. Rufo .. 72° W. of north = 15° 

Diano .. 115° W. of north =15° 

by reference to Zannoni’s map, from which, however, it 
is impossible to take off bearings of towers, nearer than to 
about 1°. These observations are consistent, and show 
that the declination in the limestone, at least, is uniform. 

If there be anywhere, in the inland regions shaken by 
this earthquake, in which a permanent elevation or de- 
pression of the land within a limited area would indicate it- 
self, it should be in the great plain of Diantf, where, from the 
extremely small fall of the numerous branches of the Galore, 
and of its irrigating channels, a very slight change of level 
would at once become apparent. I looked out narrowly 
for this on returning, but could not discover the least trace 
of changed level anywhere. 

The enormous rate of erosion by the winter floods, and 
prodigious transport of material into this plain from all 
around, was very striking, now that for a time, my mind 
was free to observe, that and other geological circum- 
stances. One of the most remarkable examples is that at 
the Certosa, where, by the torrent that comes down from 
east of Padula, boulders larger than a man’s head, angular 
shingle, gravel, sand, and mud have been accumulated to a 
depth of nearly 10 feet, over a space of at least 200 acres 
since the monasterj' was built, or in about 150 years, for 
we cannot suppose any of it was then visible or likely to 
be deposited there, or they would not have cho.sen a site 
that now appears likely to be eventually overwhelmed. 

VOL. II. n 
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MAGNETIC DECLINATIONS. 


From one of the summits between Atena and Tampo- 
strina I was enabled to get a view of Brienza with the 
telescope, and regretted much that time would not enable 
me to visit it. The place had obviously suffered terribly, 
apparently quite as much as Atena, and cnonnous avalanches 
were visible of white rubbish from fallen houses, that had 
shot down the sides of the abrupt rock on which it stands. 
The Gastello on top, had great masses fractured and 
prostrated from its thick walls. The Photog. No. 289, 
(see p. 217,) gives an excellent notion of its appearance; 
I could not obtain the wave-path, &c. 

I started from Aulotta (21st Februarj') for Vietri di 
Potenza, and to the far east north eastward. The road 
rises gradually for some miles, upon the north slope of a 
small valley running N. E., with Salvitello at its head, 
limestones at both sides, clays, and probably marl beds 
at the bottom. We surmount the ridge, separating the 
great valley of our old acquaintance the Tanagro from that 
of the Bianco, and get out upon the Piano Cerzeta, at the 
church of St. Giacomo, almost in ruins. At this highest 
point the barometer read, 28-.')0 inches, thermo. 47° 
Fahr., at 9‘45 Naples mean time (21st February) ; the 
reduced level is, therefore, 1409-5 feet above the sea, and 
647-6 feet above the Locanda of Auletta. 

From this station I took several bearings for magnetic 
declination. 

W. Declination. 

Buccino liears 16° W. of north by compa&s 14° 
Gastelluccio . . 80° W. of north . . 1,3° 

Auletta .. due S. .. 15° 

Gaegiano .. 115° E. of north .. East 12° 
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These results are all consistent except that from Caggiano, 
which I have every reason to think, is misplaced by about 
quarter of a mile, upon Zannoni’s map. 

Salvitello is now before me (Fig. 290), after a descent 
for two miles, perched upon a very blunt conoid of lime- 
stone. At less than half a mile distance, I scan it with the 
telescope, but except numerous fissures, do not observe 
much damage. One large mass of wall of rubble, has fallen, 
and the roof of a tower, and those of several houses have 
fallen in. These, and the directions of the fissures, indi- 
cate steep emergence of the wave : I can get no idea of its 
path, however. The people at the Taberna below the 
colline, tell me two houses only are prostrate, and that it 
is a generally well-built town. This Taberna Tigiliano is 
completely gutted by the shock, however, and the floors 
and roofs generally, indicate an angle of emergence, from 
about the S. E. of not less than 48° to 50°. 

The long, straight, narrow valley of the Landro, stretches 
out before me to the S. S. E., coming down from above 
St. Angelo delle Fratti for more than seven miles in length, 
before the river falls into the Bianco, after turning about a 
mile and a half towards the westward. This valley has 
every look of a deep cleft filled with clays and loose 
material, and from its great length and depth, must have 
exercised a powerful influence in cutting off the effects of 
the shock, in its way eastward, if it indeed be, on the line 
of a deep dislocation. 

VVe have crossed the Landro to its right bank, and still 
mounting, and passing along the south slope of Lc Malde, 
about two miles from Vietri, I see Caggiano, perched high 
up about three miles distant to the south. With the telescope 

1 ) 2 
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VALLEYS OF THE LANDRO AND TDRNO. 


I see considerable signs of damage : an old Gastello on the 
summit is in ruins, and in several other places walls are 
down, and even at this distance, in the morning light, I 
can see some fissures, and several roofs fallen in. We 
are still on limestone of the average “ fucoid ” look ; the 
hilLs high and precipitous, the loose material upon their 
slopes thin; a very thinly-peopled country, few houses, 
aud few evidences of earthquake. As we pass the Landro 
and the bottom of the valley, I see that the section of the 
latter is like that of all the small valleys that I pass here- 
abouts, and as in sketch Fig. 291. 



Limestone in ill-distinguished beds forms the upper hills, 
generally with east and west strike, and dipping slightly 
north or south ; above it in the valley Imttoms, a large 
depth of thin horizontal beds of indurated green and grey 
marls, and above that a bed of clays and limestone pebbles, 
and boulders with many included ones of harder extra- 
neous rock, and in masses often of great thickness. The 
marl beds, once extended all across, and have been cut into 
by the rivers to great depths ; but nowhere is the limestone 
visible at the bottom, the banks of clay constantl}' shedding 
in, over the eroding marl-beds, and leaving a skeleton of 
boulders, in the beds of the streams. 

A mile further ou and Vietri de Potenza comes close in 
sight, a rather low-lying town, on the comparatively gentle. 
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winding slope, of a hill side broken into hillocks. The low 
Colline upon which it stands, is almost insulated, the town 
being very near the fork of the rivers Turno and Landro, 
so that it is situated at the junction of three small valleys, 
all diverging from the town : the side of the Colline next 
the Turno to the N. E. is the steepest. (See Photog. 
No. 292, Coll. Eoy. Soc.) 

The summit of the town is, by estimation, from 350 to 
400 feet above the river beds below. The town at top 
lies on bare limestone, the beds, so far as any can be traced, 
seem to run south and west, and dip to the south. At a 
verj' few feet vertically below the summit level down the 
slopes, clays begin to cover the limestone, and lie in very 
thick masses, increasing in thickness to the valley bottoms. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 


•VIETRI DI POTENZA — EMERGENCE AND DIRECTION 
FIXED FOR THE PLACE. 


It is Sunday, and I find Don Fortunato Gorrosi, the Judice, 
and several of the chief inhabitants lounging in the main 
street, and they conduct me over the place. There is a 
large and long fissure, 5 to 6 inches wide, and above 250 
yards traceable in length, which cuts right across the mili- 
tary road, leading up to and close to the town ; it is 
obviously due to a landslip of the deep clays upon their 
inclined limestone lx;d. Its general direction, though curved, 
is not far from north and south, and has obviously been deter- 
mined, by the contour of the spot and of the rock beneath. 

Almost close to the entrance to the town, at the east side 
of the street, stands a small and new, square monumental 
structure, intended for a water conduit, and to commemorate 
the completion of a new road : it is built of well-chiselled 
blocks of white limestone. See Photogs. Nos. 293 and 294, 
(Coll. Roy. Soc.,) and Fig. 295, Diagram No. 1. Its 
axial line, i. e., the plane of its front and rear faces, runs 
137° 30' W. of north. It is greatly shaken and dislocated, but 
not thrown down. The lower part of the structure was built 
up solid, to the level of e/ (Fig. 1.) ; above this it was hol- 
low, and consisted of the parallclopipeds of limestone, laid 
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together with “ lime putty ” in the joints, which, from 
their recent formation, had, in fact, no adhesion but the 
friction of their mutual contacts. It was obvious at a 
glance, (as may be seen on studying the positions of the 
blocks in the Figs, and Photogs.,) that the whole of the 
upper part of the structure, above the line e /, had been 
subjected to rocking to and fro, in a line not far from 
parallel with the front face, or S. E. side ; but that the 
large block, 6 feet x 3 feet x 1 foot, which formed this 
side {abed. Figs. 1 and 2) had not been so moved at all. 
It is unnecessary to go into details, as to how all the indi- 
vidual blocks assumed the positions shown, which are from 
careful sketches and measurements. Their movements are 
resolvable into rocking through small arcs as above. 

The large front block (abed) acted upon edgewat/a, or 
nearly so, was not upset; but its large inertia shoved it, 
with its base, about 0-3 inch S. W. and opened the joints, 
1 1 1 1, &c. The wave-path, therefore, was nearly in its 
plane, and its direction was from the S. W. to N. E. 

The side blocks, s s, &c., were not upset either. The 
wave-path, however, passed through them, transverse to 
their broad dimensions. Assuming that the wave-path was 
nearly parallel to the front and rear of the structure, or 
nearly in direction, 42° 30' E. of north, we can calculate 
the limiting value for e, greater tlian which, the angle of emer- 
gence here must have been, so as to leave this little struc- 
ture standing ; for the front block, taken alone, iMJssesses 
the greatest stability edgeways, of any one in the structure, 
to a fon;c as above. In determining its amount, we must 
take into account, part of the mass of the superimjwsed 
capping, on the summit of the monument. We may con- 
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CALCULATION AS TO lAMITS 


sider so much of it as affected the front block, as equivalent 
to 12 inches of material added to its height. 

Applying the equation 

/I — cosd\ 

^ ' cos d ' 

we have a = 3 feet. 6=6 + 1 foot. 6 = 2.3° 20' 
therefore, 

F’ = 31-71 and F= 5-(J3 feet per second, 
which is the horizontal velocity that would have upset this 
block edgeways. 

The actual velocity of the shock (i. e., of the wave itself 
in the direction of its path) was found to be almost 13 feet 
per second, at Polla, and from the very short distance 
(under five geogr. miles) between, was, in all probability, 
the same here. Therefore, the direction of emergence of 
the wave here, must have been at such an angle with the 
horizon, that its horizontal component, was less than 5-63 
feet per second, or otherwise this front block must have 
been upset ; that is, e being the angle of emergence. 

.5-63 feet x sec e must be = less than 13 feet, 
or, sec e = greater than 2-30 ; 

therefore, e greater than 64° 15'. 

This is therefore the meuimum angle of emergence, derived 
from the block of greatest stability, in the structure; but 
it is not the greatest possible maximum ; for with the same 
path as before, the wave affected either of the two side 
blocks, s s, in the line of their Jeast horizontal dimensions, 
or direction of least stability. We may consider each of 
these side blocks s s'—s" s'" s"", as one mass, the superim- 
posed pieces, having the same effect upon the overthrow, as 
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if united. The weight of the capping did not affect them, 
nor adhesion between it and base; because, as will be 
evident on considering Fig. 1 (Diagram No. 2f)5), the 
instant the whole structure rocked, through a very small 
angle towards the S. W., the capping then rested momen- 
tarily only, upon the front block, and on those opposite it, 
(marked “ flat ” in Diagram), and the head of the block at 
s"" was left free. 

Applying, again, the preceding equation, we have here 
a = 0‘58 foot, b = a feet. 6 = 10° 30', 
therefore, 

= 4‘552 and V = 2'356 feet per second, 
for the horizontal velocity, required to have overset either 
of these side blocks. 

But they were not overthrown ; therefore, 

2‘356 X sec e, must be less than 13 ; 
or, sec e greater than 5' 50 ; 

and hence, e greater than 79° 30'. 

This is therefore the angle of greatest possible maximum, 
for the emergence here, derived from this structure, assum- 
ing that there was not any adhesion or hold, of these side 
blocks by or upon the others, to prevent their fall. There 
was same, however, and therefore the true angle of emer- 
gence will be less than 79° 30', and will be further slightly 
reduced by the fact (now to be shown), that the wave- 
path here, was a little oblique to the faces of the monu- 
ment. 

The Chiesa Madre (Fig. 296, Sketch, Coll. Roy. Soc.) 
has its axial line 30° W. of north, and shows new fissures, 
// /, &c., obliquely across the vaulted ceiling of the nave, 
and oblique, but very nearly longitudinal to those of the 


Digitized by Google 



41! OTHER OBJECTS— SIONOK I'ESCAUOSO’S. 

side aisles, which give a direction of wave-jjath very nearly 
S. W. to N. E. There are some old fissures, which have 
been enlarged, but I neglected them. The candlesticks 
from the altar were thrown towards the north and east, 
but in directions no longer accurately ascertainable. 

A picture hanging at c (Fig. 2!)G) by a single nail from 
the east wall, 3 feet 4 inches high by 2 feet 2 inches wide, is 
swung off towards the north in plane of the wall 3J inches in 
its own height out of plumb, and remains so, being high up. 
It appears, by some scales of whitewash detached from the 
wall just at the bottom of the heavy frame, and still on a 
ledge below it, to have swung out from the face of the 
wall, and, describing a short curve towards the west and 
north, to have struck sharply against the wall again, 
proving a path coinciding thus with that from the fissures. 

The house of Signor Pescaroso, at the top of the town, 
shows two pair of very measurable fissures in the walls, 
which give a wave-path 50° E. of north, and 49° E. of north, 
respectively. The mean 49° 30' E. of north, I conclude to 
be very near the true wave-path here ; there are several 
other fissures, though none of great width, all of which in- 
dicate very great steei)ncss in the emergent angle. 

The Communal Campanile (Figs. 3 and 4, Diagram 
No. 295) had its two bells, of about 50 and 70 rotuli 
respectively, hung in slender brick arches, upon the 
summit of the square tow’er, at a height above the base, 
which Signor Gorrosi informs me was exactly 73 palms = 
63 feet nearly : the tower since then had been taken down, 
to the level of the clock dial centre, below which there 
was not a symptom of fissure or injury. The upper part, 
had been shorn off however, and the iwrtion left stood 
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(as sketched for me on the spot) in the form shown in 
Fig. 4. All the fallen material, had been thrown towards 
the S. W., the portions at N. E. side, into the interior of 
the tower, carrying the floor down before it ; that A (Fig. 4), 
a good distance olf from the base of the tower, towards the 
S. W.; and the part B, which held the bells thrown with the 
latter, 25° oblique to the south face of the tower, or in a 
direction 10° E. of north to south ; the tower itself having 
its faces or axial line 15° W. of north. 

The bells had been found, at the very bottom of the 
rubbish ; they had fallen mouth down, and struck the hard 
ground of the unpaved street, without any rubbish beneath 
to deaden the fall, and so left their marks when cleared 
around, at the exact points at which they had struck. 
These were given to me by the Judicc, as measured, and 
were 10 feet from the vertical where they had hung, taken 
on the ground level, and in the plane of throw ; nearly 
alike for both. 

It was obvious, that they had been chucked out of the 
pintle sockets, by the sudden jerk, of the emergent shock, 
and had begun to fall just before the arches that they came 
from, began to follow them. (See Fig. 3, Diagram 295, for 
form of belfrj’.) The wave-path being in the direction a 
to b, oblique through the S. W. angle of the tower, and 
steeply emergent, this angle being the extreme fulcrum of 
push, and the resistance of the tower, being in the vertical 
line through the centre of gravity at c, and in the opposite 
direction c to d; a dynamic couple having a and e for its 
terminals, had produced a twist in the tower, in the act of 
falling ; and part of this having been communicated to the 
bells at the instant preceding their fall, had thrown them 
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more to the south, than the true wave-path. This somewhat 
reduced the distance, to which they would otherwise have 
been thrown from the tower, and the curvature of trajectory 
a little more; I estimated these both at about one foot 
additional, to the 16 feet of horizontal throw. Taking the 
latter at 17 feet, it was obvious that the bells had fallen 
almost precisely at the angle of emergence, or reverse to 
the wave direction, and thus we obtain for e = 75°, or only 
4° 30' less, than the maximum angle of emergence given 
by the monument; and as this coincides very accurately, 
with the final conclusion arrived at from the calculation of 
the latter structure, I adopt 75°, with confidence, as the 
angle of emergence here. 

This campanile was founded on the solid limestone, and 
the complete preservation of all its lower part, to about 
two-thirds its total height, is an additional confirmation of 
the great steepness of emergence of the wave here. 

Surveyed from the existing top of the walls, the general 
direction of the valley of the Landro, looking west, is 
65° N. of west. 

Caggiano is visible from it, and bears 135° W. of north. 
According to Zannoni’s map it bears 165° W. of north, and 
taking the declination at 15° its bearing should be 150° 
W. of north. It appears, therefore, to be misplaced upon 
that map about 5° of azimuth, and as the distance is not 
above two miles, this would place the town nearly half a 
mile too far west. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

FIRST APPROXIMATE CALCULATION' OF THE DEPTH OP 
FOCUS OF THE EARTHQUAKE. 


I HAD now the first decisive proof, that I had passed, beyond 
the point of the surface, vertically above the origin of the 
shock; and on comparing the emergence and wave-path 
ascertained for Polla, with those here obtained, I saw that 
that i)oint, must be somewhere between the two towns 
(Polla and Yietri di Potenza), and not very far to the west- 
ward of the line joining them. With much curiositj^ I 
made the calculation, for the first approximation to the depth 
of the focus, ever attempted for any earthquake. On the 
assumption that this point was in the vertical plane, passing 
through both Polla and Yietri, we have the emergences : 

At Polla Cp = 55° 49' 

At Yietri = 75° 00'. 

The angle made at the focus by their respective wave- 
paths therefore 

<f> = 180° -(55° 49' -f- 75° OO") = 49° 11'. 

The distance from Yietri to Polla, viewed as a right line, is 
5'35 geographical miles. Then calling r = the distance 
from the focus to Yietri, 
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and 


sin <f> ; 5'35 ; : sin : r, 

5-35 X 0-827 , • , 

r = ^57 ~ geographical miles; 


and for the vertical depth D of the focus we have 
r : D ; : 1 : sin e, = cos 15° ; 
or D = 5'64 geographical miles. 

But this is below the true depth, as the focus is more to the 
westward, than in the right line joining the two towns as 
assumed, and were it worth while here, we might correct 
for this by a further trigonometrical operation. 

Vietri is a tolerably well-bnilt town, and does not present 
much antiquity in its edifices. Considering its proximity 
to the origin of the earthquake, it has escaped wonderfulljq 
very few houses being actually fractured and thrown, 
though many fissured. It owes this in part, no doubt, to 
the steep emergence of the shock; but that alone would 
not account for it, nor for the difference in extent of injury,* 
as compared with Auletta and Pertosa. Something in the 
deep formations, between it and the focus, or in the direction 
of the original impulse, has buffed the blow here. The 
frequent alternations, of clays and loose deposits, with the 
limestones, seem far too superficial, to account for the fact. 
The shock here, however, was severely felt ; according to 
Signor Gorrosi it “ fu ondulatoria e sussultoria e vorticosa 
e in tutti i sensi ;” which is just what should be expected 
from so steep an emergence. 

As to the character of the sound; he and the other 
“ abitatori” agreed, “ udite, grand! e subitano detonazioni 
nel lontano aere.” They thought, the great shock and the 
awful subterranean and aerial thunder, came at the same 
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instant; but some of them affirmed they had first fait “ una 
leggcrissima trepidazione precedente,” and that it was 
accompanied by a low sound, “ pissi pissi,” i.e., a sort of hum 
or buzz. With the exception of the suddenness, of the great 
sound, this was tantamount to the description given else- 
where. They spoke of but two great shocks, with the 
interval of about au hour between. 

As regarded the time of the occurrence of the first ; three 
public clocks were stopped by it — one of these being that 
of the Communal Campanile — and were stated all to have 
been arrested at a quarter past five, Italian time. They 
set all their clocks by sunset, and this. Communal clock, was 
affirmed to be thus regulated, at frequent intervals, and to 
have been almost reliably correct. The first hour commenced 
(according to very common usage) at a quarter of an hour 
after the disappearance of the sun’s dise. At some places, 
the immemorial usage, is to consider a quarter of an hour 
after sunset, the commencement of the first hour ; at others 
half an hour after sunset ; and at a few, sunset itself, com- 
mences the first hour. 

Sunset took place at Yietri, on the ICth December, 1857, 
including refraction, that is, the sun’s centre being appa- 
rently on the horizon at 

4'' 32" 4G‘, 

and adding the sun’s apparent vertical semi-diameter 
= IG' 17", to the zenith distance, = 1" 41* in time, we 
have for the moment of disappearance of the sun’s upper 
limb 

4‘ 34“ 27* 

mean time at Yietri di Potenza. 
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But five hours and a quarter, Italian time, is 5" 30“ after 
sunset ; hence 

h. m. s. 

4 34 27 

5 30 0 

10 4 27 

mean time (Frankish or English reckoned) at Yietri. 

A degree of longitude, at the latitude of Yietri, is = 45‘56 
geographical miles ; and Yietri is 9 miles east of Naples. 

Therefore the difference in time between them is 5” 10'8‘, 
deducting which we have 

h tn. $. 

10 4 27-0 
5 10-8 

9 59 16-2 

as the moment of the occurrence of the great shock at 
Yietri di Potenza, by Neapolitan time. 

I recurred to inquiries here, as to the light before alluded 
to, as reported to have been observed on the night of the 
shock, but the Yietrians had no information, beyond what 
they had heard affirmed by others. 
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PICERNO AND TITO OVER THE MARMO. 


I LEFT for Picerno ; the road for about three miles passes 
on a side cutting half way down the slofic of the side of the 
narrow valley of the Tumo. In the cutting to the left 
hand (north) I pass repeated alternations of limestones with 
variegated clay slates in their beds, approaching horizontal, 
but twisted in every conceivable direction. I can see with 
the telescope that the opposite side of the valley presents 
like characters. 

Upon the surface, such a conformation must present pro- 
digions obstruction to the propagation of a shock of earth- 
quake passing eastward towards Picerno. 

We continued to ascend for several miles (about five), 
passing over the shoulder of the Monte di Marmo, a huge 
lumpy and lofty mass, which interposes nearly in the right 
line between Vietri and Picerno. At S'* 10°*, Naples mean 
time, we reached the highest point: the barometer marks 
27“* 20‘, thermo. 38° Fahr., and the reduced level above the 
sea is 2605-5 feet. The summit of the mountain seems to be 
nearly 1000 feet above this. 

We descend rapidly into the valley of the River Marmo, 
running nearly due north, and in a nearly straight and 
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narrow valley, like that of the Lanclro, for five or six miles. 
The Marino then turns westward, and falls into the 
Platano, which, passing between Reeiliano and Balvano — 
lioth towns that have suffered severely — is joined by the 
Landro at Vietri, and both then become, II Fiume Bianco, 
the head waters of the Tanagro and Palaris. The country 
all about here is very thinly inhabited, and the land appears 
very poor : we have scarcely passed a house lictweeu Vietri 
and Picerno. Cros,sing the Jfarmo, half a mile brings ns to 
Picerno. The town is full fiOO feet above the riv«T at the 
bottom of the valley : it stands upon a rounded mass of 
diluvium, clays, and gravels of great depth, with argillaceous 
slates beneath. It is nearly insulated on three sides by 
erosive gullies of enormous depth, cut though the clays, 
which seem once to have filled all the valleys in this part 
of the country, to a depth of 400 feet or more above the 
levels of the existing water-courses. Off to the S. W., I can 
sec with the telescope from the jirecincts of the town, some 
crevasses, produced by prodigious slips of these diluvial 
clays (of a purplish-red colour), upon the steep sides of the 
gullies, for those, though large enough, can scarcely be 
called valleys, who.se sides are as steep as 40° to f(0°, and 
nought but banks of clay and bouldei-s, without a blade of 
vegetation. The town is about the same size and style as 
Vietri : it has suffered most upon the north and west sides, 
which consisted of the [xiorcst and worst buildings. 

Part of the west wall of the church is down, as also part 
of the north one, which has fallen upon the roof of a side aisle 
and crushed it : it gives a wave-path 4i)° E. of north from 
fractures. The Campanile of chiselled limestone, with brick 
at the base, five lofty stories in height, and of the usual 
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square form, and without visible tye-bars of iron, stands 
entire ; it leans a little out of plumb towards the N. E. 
The two bells which had hung from timber in its top story, 
were thrown out and on to the ground ; and it was affirmed 
to me by several persons that one bell had chanced to fall 
right over the other like an extinguisher, both falling mouth 
down, and the upper one getting split. The spot upon 
which they were alleged to have alighted was pointed out 
to me, and the plane of fall indieated a wave-path of 63° 30' 
E. of north. Many of the houses indicated a wave-path 
from fissures, approaching west to east. 

'The day was so extremely cold that very few inhabitants, 
and none of the better order, were visible. The place did 
not present any very striking features, and having a very 
heavy march to complete before nightfall in order to reach 
Potcnza by Tito, I therefore did not attempt to look for 
evidence here as to emergence, and left with a cursory 
examination. 

A steep and continuous ascent of more than three miles 
to the south, leads up a long mountain ridge, the Serra Alta, 
the highest point of which is very little lower than the 
shoulder of the Marmo. From this I see Barragiano, at 
about six miles away to the north clearly, and with the tele- 
scope can see that it has suffered a good deal. A church to the 
south side of the town (which latter is perched, as usual, 
upon a lofty colline, broad and lumpy) shows distinctly, even 
at this distance, that the wave-path there was about from 
S. W. to N. E. Far away, beyond it, and over a tumul- 
tuous ocean of mountains and valleys, I see the town of 
Muro, perched upon a lofty mass of mural crags, and far 
behind it again, the huge forms of the highest ridges of 
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TITO— ST. ANTONIO. 


the southern Ajicimines rise peaked up, and shaggy with 
dark pine forests, their summits diademed with snow. 
Muro iieare 29° W. of north, and Picerno 13° AV. of north, 
Harragiano being Iictween them. Commencing the descent 
which, in order to reach Tito, we have to make again nearly 
to the liottom of the valley tielow it, I see a large building 
below me at alwut a quarter of a mile distance, the huge 
north and south fissures in which, show the wave-path here- 
alionts, almost exactly west to east. 

Tito was a highly interesting and ancient town of abont 
5000 inhabitants, before the earthquake, and would have 
well repaid a longer examination than I was enabled 
to bestow upon it. It was verj' roughly handletl, and 
had nearly 260 people killed. It stands upon a lofty 
eminence, like almost every other, and is 400 or 450 
feet above the Fiumara di Tito, that rolls its little torrent 
close beneath it, in the bottom of the gorge, to the west and 
south. It stands upon rock, with more or less diluvial 
covering, and occupies the S. W. slope of the hill; thus 
presenting a free outlying surface to a wave-path here 
approaching S. W. to N. E. 

Numbers of its houses are down, and the fractures 
of the walls all give evidence of a steep emergence about 
30° (Photog. No. 299, Coll. Roy. Soc.). A most quaint- 
looking little old church, St. Antonio, on the very top 
of the hills aliovc the town, which may be seen in the 
distance in Photog. No. 299, gave from fractured wedges 
at the quoins, about the same emergence, and a wave-path 
74° 30' E. of north. The wave-path from the several houses 
examined, gave a mean value of 87° 30' E. of north ; but 
this is probably incorrect, as I had not time to make 
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measurements, and had to trust to eye alone, and many of 
the houses were hi<rhly ordinal, preventing very correct 
guessing. The Chiesa Madre, seen from the interior of the 
nave, Photog. No. 207 (Coll. Hoy. Soc.), and externally, 
looking in the same direction, Photog. No. 298 (Coll. Roy. 
Soc.), has lost the whole of its roof, which has fallen into 
the hotly of the church, much of the rubbish being thrown 
towards the west side. 

The west end wall, gave evidence by its fissures, and 
bj' the descent of the mass above the doorway, of the 
steep emergence, which gave the angle = 33°, and this 
was sustamed by the wedge-shaped pieces thrown from the 
quoins externally. The wave-path deduced from its 

fissures was 59° 30' E. of north. I find I omitted to 
record the direction of the axial line. 

Here, surrounded by a number of miserable huts, run u]) 
for temporary shelter from the ruins of the houses, was one 
of the little stone cro.sses, a Roman Doric column, on 
stepped base, with ball and cross on top (Photog. No. 300, 
Coll. Roy. Soc.), which, contrary to the usual fact, hml 
been overthrown, and apparently broken right through the 
shaft, at about one-third of its length above the base. 

The structure had not been socketed as in most cases, 
but united by iron dowals, which appeared to have split 
the stone by rusting, so that it easily separated, and the 
parting of the shaft, appeared to be at an old fracture. 
The stone was also bad and shatter}'. It did not apjiear to 
warrant any conclusion as to unusual velocity of the wave 
here. Yet Tito has suffered vastly more than Picerno, 
though not six miles from it, and both at nearly equal 
distances from a point, which must be somewhere alxmt 
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vertically over the origin. I eaunot see anything upon the 
surface suflScicnt to render account of the difference. 

The hill upon which Tito stands, is well connected with 
the range to the N. E., the Scrra del Ccrro. One circum- 
stance, however, may probably be sufiBcient fully to account 
for the severity with which it was shaken. Directly to 
the east and S. E. of the town, with a slight depression 
between, rises the immense ma.ss of limestone, of the lofty 
Monte Petrucco, a continuous ridge, running for four 
or five miles about S. W. and N. E., and distant about two 
miles from crest to town. This ridge runs almost 
transverse to the wave-path. The shock reaching Tito, 
therefore, had an earthquake echo from this mountain, 
and must have received a shock in reverse, nearly as 
severe as the original one. This shock was necessarily 
a divergent one, with reference to an horizontal plane; 
reflection and refraction, both sending the return waves 
back at different angles, from the great axial line of 
the chain ; and this, no doubt, is sufiBcient also to account 
for the great discrepancy in the wave-paths, given by 
the different buildings, the extremes being 59° 30' and 
87° 30' E. of north. 

The more I become acquainted with earthquake effects, 
in this mountainous countr}% the more important I perceive 
the effects to be, of position wdth reference to adjacent 
great masses, in modifying the effects of the primary 
shock. 

From the summits above 'I’ito, looking ofif to the west- 
ward, II Torre di Satriano may be seen, at about twm 
miles, with the telescope, perched on the top of a low 
eolline, midway between Monte Carona on the north and 
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the Serra tli St. Yito on the south. This is surrounded 
on all sides by the heaps and ruinsof the ancient town of 
Satriano, of which I could get no account but that it 
was the “ Citta (Civita) diruta.” Like numbers of others, 
it is most probably the witness, of some extremely ancient 
earthquake, and the examination of its ruins with a careful 
and skilful eye, would afford decisive information as to the 
direction, and probably the depth, from which those shocks 
were delivered that centuries ago overthrew them. The 
information would not be without its fruit, as respects 
the question of secular change of energ\" and focal centre, in 
volcanic regions. 
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POTENZA. 
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I DEPARTED whcD it was alrcad}' late in the afternoon, 
6'40 P.M., having before me, some twelve miles of hilly and 
difficult road, before I could reach Potcnza, where alone I 
could hope for shelter for the night. A fatiguing ascent of 
four mile.s, brought us upon the highest jwint of the 
S. E. flank, of the Serra del Cerro, and from this the 
remainder of our descent was made in the dark ; a 
dreary ride, with a dense wet mist driving l>efore a 
harsh N.E. wind into our faces, and nothing visible 
beyond a few yards. The mountains passed over, were 
wild, lumpy, and quite uninhafiited. They appeared to be 
limestone in the highest points, no part of the road being 
higher, than the shoulder of Marmo passed in the morning, 
and lower down, all sorts of strange-looking, argillaceous 
slates and sandy clays. 

It was past ten at night when wc got to Potenza, and then 
an hour and a half was spent in rain and darkness, groping 
about through streets encumbered w'ith ruins and props, 
before w'e could get lodged. It is a large place, the capital 
of the province (Basilicata), an archiepiscopal citj', and stand- 
ing at the eastern verge of the high Apennine ridges, with 
a vast fertile rolling countr}', stretching westward before it. 


Digitized by Google 



SOURCE OF THE VASENTO. 


r>7 


to the Adriatic, has a great traffic, and current of country 
travellers. For their tomfjorary accommodation, the Locanda 
being nearly wholly destroyed, the small theatre had been 
applied as a lodging, and of this, I expected at first to 
become an inmate. Nothing could be conceived more 
grotesque, than the scene of the interior of the house, from 
the parterre, all the tiers of boxes, l)eing converted into 
sleeping cribs for the time being ; but the cold was intense, 
from absence of any means of warmth, and the whole oi 
the house lying open and fallen, from the curtain outwards 
to the back of the stage ; so that I gladly availed myself of 
a prompt visit from the police, on our arrival, to get 
an escort to guide us to the Locanda della Corona di Ferro, 
where, although to a great extent in ruins, they had begun 
to restore, and gave me a tolerable “camera.” It froze 
hard all night, aud melting snow lay six inches deep in the 
streets in the morning, and all the surrounding ridges were 
white-topped. 

Potenza lies high, and has a bleak and cold climate, in 
winter at least. At 8'30 a.m., Naples mean time (22nd 
February), the barometer at the Locanda first-floor 
window, reads 27” 21", thermo., 31° Fahr., and the reduced 
level is 258Pfl feet. The mean level of the summit of 
the ridge upon which the town stands is about 2550 feet 
alwve the sea. This ridge, however, does not rise more 
than 400 feet above the streams, the Aritello and Yasento, 
that run at its opposite bases, and unwater the wide-spread 
sweeping basins that surround it. We have passed the 
great Apennine crest, between Tito and here, and the 
watershed, is now all towards the Adriatic, the Yasento 
that rises here (at Yignola), reaching the sea a great river. 
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The ridge is four or five times as long east and west, as 
uorth and south. The long axis runs about 70° E. of north, 
and the general configuration may be seen from Diagram 
No. 301, in plan. Fig. 1, and in uorth aud south section 
Fig. 2, aud east aud west sectiou Fig. 3 (Sketchc.s, Coll. 
Hoy. Soc.). The top, of the ridge occupied by the town, is 
nearly level, but beyond its verge, circumscribed in many 
places, by jiarts of the ancient towered walls. The flanks 
slope down rapidh’, to the bosoms of the great basins below. 
Looking northward from the town, the basin spreads away 
for miles, with low, rounded, swelling, knolls and hills, some 
rising tolerably high, but all, like the ridge of I’otenza 
itself, covered over deeply, with clay and diluvium. The 
highest summits visible are the ridges of the Serra della 
Fontana, to the N. W. ten miles away. 

From the south side, a rolling mass of mountain and 
valley spreads away, abutting up much closer upon Po- 
teuza, to the west and south, and amongst which the Bosco 
de Cerrito and Monte Acuto rise high. To the S. E. we look 
up the straight little valley of the Vaseuto to Vignola, only 
about three miles away. No limestone is visible, except in 
the highest peaks : all is rounded clay, and beneath the town 
and everywhere around it, appears to be a vast variety of 
argillaceous rocks, passing continually into sandstones, and 
again alternated with the clays and slate beds. These are 
twisted in all directions, and do not, upon the whole, seem 
to have any determinate horizontal position. Beneath 
Potenza, there are obscure indications that the rock is argil- 
laceous, and that the beds have their strike, something 
about the lengthway of the ridge, and dip towards the 
iioith and N. W. generally. 
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The aspect on the north side, is seen in Photog. No. 302 
(Coll. Ro}'. Soc.), looking towards the S. E., and that of the 
east end in Photog. No. 303 (Coll. Roy. Soc.). In the 
latter a number of the fallen walls, &c., arc visible, and, to 
an eye that has become educated to such observation, affords 
evidence of the general wave-path, from a little south of 
S. W. ; a.s about being described. 

The Photogs. No. 304 and No. 305 (Coll. Ro 3 l Soc.) 
of the market-place, convej' the extent to which the place 
has suffered. The damage done was very diffused over 
ever}' part of the town, though greatest upon the free 
lying flanks, to the east, west, and N. W., and many 
buildings are prostrated or fractured ; but the intensity of 
the shock was obviously reduced here, a good deal below 
that, nearer the origin, and at the other side of the Apen- 
nine ridge. 

A greater amount of popular notoriety was given to the 
supposed destruction at Potenza than it deserved, owing 
to the tragical circumstances connected with the unfor- 
tunate political prisoners in the prison, whom the local 
authorities (responsible first of all for their safe keeping) did 
not feel themselves authorized to remove from the tottering 
walls, until some of them had been buried beneath them. Out 
of a population of above 12,000, however, the deaths only 
amounted to about twenty-two, a sufficient proof of di- 
minished action, when compared with Montemurro, for 
example. 

I proceeded to the lutendeuzia (Photog. No. 300, Coll. 
Roy. Soc.), and delivering my credentials from Naples, 
obtained letters to the Sotti Intendenti of the Communes, 
far to the north and N. W., and proceeded thence, to examine 
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tlic city, accompanied by an intelligent ofiBcer of gcml- 
arnicric, Don Carlo Gonzales, Cancellicrc di Polizia, in Po- 
tenza, who was appointed by the Intendente to attend me. 

The Intcndenzia is fi.ssurcd much ; it is at the cast side of 
the market-place, and the east or front wall has bulged 
outwards, and is strutted and propped for its entire length. 
All the cross walls are fissured. The shock displaced much 
of the furniture therein — fissures not fitted for measure- 
ments. 

The Casa Communale is at the north end of the same 
market-place, Photog. No. 307 (Coll. Roy. Soc.), and 

Fig. 1. Fig. 3. 



Diagram 308: its axial line, is 17° W. of north. (See 
Figs. 1 and 2.) It has several thread-like fissures, which 
indicate a wave-path about 47° 30' E. of north, from 
the S. W. 
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Upon the front wall above the centre, stood a small 
arched campanile of brick and plaster, (Fig. 3). Its piers, 
only 1 foot 6 inches x 11 inches, have both been in great 
part thrown down, and the arched part fell in upon the roof, 
in a direction nearly N.E. The east pier has been twisted 
precisely 17° (Fig. 1), so that its narrow faces are just 
north and south by compass now, this is a mere accident, 
however. The evidences were not sufficient for calcula- 
tion, but it was obvious to tact, that the shock must have 
had, a low horizontal velocity, or the whole of this little 
structure, must have been broken off at the level of the 
entablature, of the front of the Casa, and projected to the 
ground. 

The Church of St. Angelo della Trinita, has in great part 
been thrown down ; the campanile tower, fissured both 
north and south, and east and west. (See Photog. No. 309, 
Coll. Roy. Soc.) The fissures give a wave-path about 77° 
E. of north, from the S. W.; indications bad. 

The Collegio di Jesuiti, has the axial line of its principal 
mass 18° E. of north. There arc fissures though not 
iiieasureablc, on the north and south and east and west 
walls, (Fig. 310). The east wall of the great hall, has 
gone out towards the east, about 7 Inches at top. 

In the entrance corridor, a large picture, which hung from 
two nails, its size 6^ feet x 5 feet, upon a wall ranging 
east and west, has drawn the nail to the west end, and is 
down six inches, resting upon a ledge at that end, indicating 
emergence from the west at a pretty sharp angle. 

The ceiling of the great dormitory on the first floor, a 
room about 70 feet x 26 feet, is flat, and covered with thick 
white paper, on canvas below the boarding beneath. It is 
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said to have t)cen all flat and smooth, previous to the 
shock of December ; it is now wrinkled all over, more or 

less in lines the directions of 
which are shown in Fig. .310. 
The average direction in length, 
of the wrinkles, about the mid- 
length of the room, is 50° W. of 
north. The west wall has gone 
out much, towards the west ; the 
fissures produced are 2 inches 
wide at top, and a large piece 
of the south end of this wall, has 
fallen out to the west 
A doorway at m had been 
bricked up for a long time, with 
one brick thick: the whole is 
thrown about 22° E. of north. 
A partition south of it, m n, 
prevented its fall in that direc- 
tion : the brickwork was thrown in one flake, nearly, twist- 
ing eastwards as it fell. 

'I'he staircase at the north end, is of limestone on groined 
arches, and constitutes that end of the building, a rigid 
tower ; as respects the remainder, the groining is full of 
complicated fissures. Comparing, the twisting of the ceiling, 
the directions of the main fissures, aud their relative sizes in 
the main walls, the directions of throw of the fallen walls, 
and the indications afforded by the fissures, in the groining 
of the staircase, I conclude, that the direction of shock 
was one from west to east, and not far from 80° E. of 
north. 
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'I'ho Gardion, II Padre Salvatore Paligonice, told me, 
that he was in bed at the time of the shock ; the lengthway 
of his bed was east and west, the head being to the 
east ; and he distinctly felt the first shake, to be from the 
foot of his bed, towanls the head of it, so that he felt a 
tendency, himself, to slip off from his pillow, in the direction 
towards his own feet. He was wide awake, with a light in 
the room, and cast his eyes on the instant, towards the foot 
of his bed, close against which a table stood with some 
things upon it, at almut the same level as the coverlet. 
He felt the table push against the foot of the bed, and the 
moment after he saw some of the small things on the table, 
(books, crucifix, &c.) leap from it, on to the foot of his bed, 
and roll off to one side. 

Within a second or two afterwards, he felt another shock, 
less violent, that shook him transversely, and tended to 
roll him out of bed, and, at the same moment, as nearly 
as he conld say, he felt himself shaken in all directions 
“ vorticoso.” 

He rose and dressed himself, hearing the noise and cries, 
and falling and splitting of walls, and was standing up, on 
one of the floors of the college, when he felt the second 
shock about an hour after the first, and this appeared to 
him to be vciy much, up and down : he added, however, 
that some studente, who had hurt themselves by falling in 
the dark, at the first alarm, and were then lying down, thought 
this second shock, was about in the same direction, as he him- 
self felt the first, and that they did not perceive the np-and- 
down movement, much, if at all. It apj)cared to me very 
probable, that those standing up, would feel the vertical 
movement most, and those lying doum the horizontal one. 
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The evidence of Padre Paligonice is conclusive, however, 
as to the direction of wave-path, being very nearly from east 
to west, complicated directly afterwards, by reflected and 
refracted waves, from other directions, even so far divergent 
as north and south. 

An ancient cylindrical tower, near the west side of the 
town, of the Hospital of St. Carlo, part of an old Capuchin 
monaster}% has been split by three large fissures, running 
nearly to its base. It is about 20 feet diameter internally, 
the walls 8 feet thick, and has no floor nor roof, and is about 
46 feet in height. 

Two of the.se fissures whieh slope off a few degrees 
towards the N. E. at their lower ends, are in the same 
diameter, and in direction 42° W. of north. The other one 
is exactly at right angles to the preceding, and hence in 
direction 132° W. of north. (See Fig. 311.) 



The N. W. fissure was the widest, 2i inches at top 
(nearly) ; the S. E. one, about 1 inch wide at top, and the 
S. W. one about 14 inch. 
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They api)cared to have been formed at the same moment, 
or in immediate succession, by a force that had acted upon 
the tower, in a direction almut from west to east ; had split 
it through the weakest vertical lines, viz., through the heads 
of old apertures, &c., and that the S. W. half of the tower, 
had instantly separated again, by that fissure, and moved 
over towards the west. The direction of wave-path result- 
ing from the whole was about 100° E. of north. 

In the Magazino del Summano, a large storehouse of 
ponderous masonry (for grain, &c.), a wall running :10° W. 
of north has been fairly thrown to the S. W. in a direction 
81° E. of north. 

This wall near a, (Photog. No. .109, Coll. Roy. Soc., 
but not visible in it,) gave me a tolerable measure of velo- 
city : it was not materially bound or constrained by other 
walls, or by timbers. Its whole height was thrown, moving 
upon the angle at ground level, its lengtli was al)out 43 
feet unobstructed, and its thickness at fracture was 2-0 feet 
The masonrj" was of the calcareo-argillaccous stuff of which 
they form their rubble here, and applying tlie cijuation, of 
horizontal velocity for fracture. 


Vf = 21-4G X 


L|8 


solving, we have V = 4‘61 feet per second. 

We must add to this the horizontal velocity for over- 
throw from the equation. 




We have therefore 


V, = 6-6G5 feet per sccon(\. 


VOL. II. 
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THE STREET LAMPS- IX)N DttMlNICO'S HOUSE. 


The total horizontal velocity of both fracture and over- 
throw, is therefow 

+ V, = 4'61 4- 6‘(!(io = ll'27o feet per second = V, 
and not greater, as the two surfaces of the fracture lay close 
together, at the angle of rotation. The angle of emergence 
here, however, as will immediately be shown, is e = 2.3° 7', 
and hence the total velocity of the wave 

V = F, sec e = 12‘2o5 feet per second ; 
a sensible though apparently not very large reduction in 
velocity from that ascertained for points much nearer the 
focus. 

In passing along the streets I noticed that several of the 
lamp irons had lx;en .shaken down from the walls. They 
consisted of wrought-iron arms, extending horizontally 
about 8 feet from the faces of the walls, with three spur 
braces or stays, also of iron, two above and one beneath : 
all lx;ing spiked into the mortar joints, and carrying a 
lantern for an oil light. The chuck that would be recpiired 
to dislodge these, must have been pretty sharp : the}' would 
scarcely warrant calculation, however. 

The house of Dou Dominico Antonio Burso, stands upon 
the old town walls to the north side, (under A, Photog. 
No. 302, Coll. Roy. Soc.,) between the two old seuii-cylin- 
dric towers. It is on a free-lying brow, of the slope to 
the north, and is considerably fissured, and the north walls 
have gone out. It gives a wave-path 119° l.'i'E. of north. 
The towel's rather indicate a wave-path, from the south due 
north. 
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CHAPTER XX XIII. 

CONCLtTSION OF THE EXAMINATIO.V OF THE CITY 
OF P0TEK7.A. 

Proceeding to the Chiesa Madre, I found the lofty square 
campanile free from all injury, and without even a fissure, 
or dislodged tile. It is about 24 feet square at base, and 
nearly 100 feet in height, (Fig. 312,) 
which stands perfectly independent, but 
close to the cathedral, and is a new build- 
ing erected about four years, of excellent 
and well-bonded rubble masonry, with 
three tiers of iron tye-bars at each floor, 
crossing in both directions. 

Close to it is the cathedral, riven and 
fissured from base to summit, and to such 
an extent as to be unsafe to enter, and 
requiring in great part to be rebuilt. 

It is quite a modem building, the 
ancient one having been thrown down 
some years since, by earthquake also. 

Roman Doric in style, the walls of pretty 
good rubble masonry and brick ; brick arches to the nave 
and transepts, a semi-cylindrical brick arched roof, and a 
dome also of brick, and rather higher than a hemisphere, 

F 2 
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constructed above the crossed arclies of the nave, chancel, 
and transepts. 

From tlie regularity of the strueturc, and its great size, I 
at once saw that the fissures presented data of the highest 
value, and devoted some hours to their exact drawing and 
admeasurements. When I had completed my work, one of 
the “Canonici” offered to bring me to Signor Guiseppe 
D’Errico, the architect of “ the Chapter,” from whom, he 
said, I could obtain much information. I found Signor 
D’Errico to be a gentleman of learning, great intelligence, 
and observation ; he had already had accurate drawings 
made, to scale, of every fissure in the cathedral, with refer- 
ence to the possibilities of reparation, and he obligingly 
offered me tracings of them. The Diagram No. 313 gives 
his figuring of the fisssures in the vertical section along the 
axial line looking north, and also in horizontal section or 
plan. The fi.ssurcs drawn in the latter, so far as the roof is 
concerned, are drawn as if looking up at them from the 
interior, those of the walls, &c., as if looking down on 
them. The vertical section and dome plan, are from the 
hand of Signor D'Errico, and bear his signature, drawn 
“ dal vert) and as he had no theoretic views whatever, as 
to any relation that might subsist between the directions, 
&c., of fissure.s, and that of the shock producing them, this 
drawing, which agreed with my own sketches and measure- 
ments, may be adduced as a valuable confirmation from a 
thoroughl\' competent and yet wholly unbias.sed observer, of 
the correctness of the views advanced on this subject in 
Part I., as well as affording data of the most reliable kind. It 
will be needless to describe in detail those fissures and frac- 
tures which will be most perfectly understood by a careful 


Digitized by Google 





THE CATHEDIUL. 


69 


examination of the drawing. Besides the great mass of 
fissures which run transverse to the axial line of the church, 
which is precisely east and west, and having a prevailing 
slope at the top towards the west, there are others parallel 
to the axial line, one, in particular, extending right along 
the soffit of the nave and chancel, and which has sent the 
whole length nearly, of the south side wall out of plumb, in 
its whole height li inch to the south. There are also 
transverse roof fissures at various oblique angles through 
the arches, aud a huge mass of the dome at the west side 
has parted off from the remainder, and the spherical triangle 
has gone westward, leaving fissures of 7 to 8 inches wide 
open to the sky. There arc innumerable snudl fissures in 
the dome, and many small and short fissures in the walls 
and side arches, &c., produced by local structural causes, 
which are at angles having all possible directions. Some 
of these, particularly those at the crown of the first arch 
next the north transept to the westward in the nave, pre- 
sent evidence of having ground their surfaces together, by 
the oscillation of the elevated mass of the dome rocking 
the sub-structure. 

The west end wall is fractured and split in its own 
thickness, and the east end of the chancel merely hangs 
together, a mass of dislocated fragments. The precisely 
cardinal jmsition of this cathedral, and the nearly sub- 
nonnal path of the wave, all favoured the exact deter- 
mination by fissures of its path. The result of my measure- 
ments produced a wave-path, (the mean of nine sets of 
fissures,) having a direction 92° 30' W. of north, and an 
emergence of 23° 7' from tlie west towards the east. The 
widest departure from the mean in these nine sets gave 
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88° 30' W. of north ; and the mean from the fissures of the 
body of the editiee, precisely corresponds with the direction 
of throw that is given by the spherical triangle, broken from 
the dome at the west side. The great east and west fissures 
in the arch of the nave and chancel, evidence a separate 
shock, which must have been within 10° or 15° at most of 
north and south in path. 'Phis fissure, however, has been 
widened, and many others in the same general direction, in 
the soffits of the great arches beneath the dome, by 
its rocking high above; the oscillation at first, in the 
plane of the primary wave-path having, as usual, become 
gyratory. 

The fallen masses, from the roof and roodloft, at the 
extreme east end of the chancel, were thrown westward and 
southward. From the altar at the north end of the north 
transept, a little alabaster image was thrown from a shrine, 
and found on the table beneath, having been thrown 15 foot 
to the south and west. The figure was 15 inches high, 
the base round 3 J inches diameter ; the centre of gravity 
was about 8^ inches alwve the base, and it weighed 7 
rotuli by trial. The irregular form of the figure rendered 
any calculation of velocity from its throw useless. The 
episcopal throne and canopy, which stood against the north 
wall of the chancel, was thrown forward south, from the wall. 
An image of St Michael, that stood in a niche in the west 
wall of the north transept, was found leaning back against the 
rercof the niche {i. e. thrown westward). In the sacristy are 
a number of old oil paintings high up the walls, hung from 
single nails. All those, upon the two north and south walls, 
are thrown more or less out of plumb towards the south, 
and all m>on the two east ami west walls, similarly out of 
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plumb towards the west ; but the east and west movement 
has been by far the greater. Upon the whole, I conclude 
that the wave-path and direction, of the great primary 
shock, are given very accurately by the cathedral ; that, 
stauding, as the town does, upon an elongated ridge, which 
received the impulse of the primary wave obliquely, the 
ridge itself vibrated, in many dilfercnt directions, by trans- 
verse and reflex waves ; and that from the lofty ridges to 
the south and S. E. of the city, a reflected wave, or oblique 
echo, was delivered back, and produced a powerful secondary 
shock, nearly orthogonal to the primary. I am hence 
disposed to reject all wave-paths, given by other buildings 
than the cathedral, as respects the primary wave, and view 
them as evidences chiefly of the secondary waves. 

The clergy of the cathedral informed me, that they had 
learned from others of their cloth, at Brindisi and at 
Tricarico, that at both these places, the direction of shock 
had been exactly west to east 

At Vignola, also, they said it had been felt from west to 
east exactly, but of course such stvtcments cannot be relied 
upon within 5° or even 10° either way. Signor D’Errico 
after I had explained my views to him, considered the direc- 
tion from, as evidenced by the injuries done, to the churches 
of Sta. Maria Maggiore, and D’Annuziata (Photogs. No. ;114 
and No. 315, Coll. Roy. Soc.), as about 70° or 80° W. of 
north, and from the S. E. 

I was unable to get any reliable information, as to the 
instant of time of the first shock. They all spoke here of 
three shocks. The first great one, which they thought, con- 
tinued vibrating more or less, for about twenty or thirty 
seconds, and was succeeded very soon, (after a moment of 
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(|iiict,) by another minor shock, differing in direction from 
the first, and more undulatory as they thought, and lasting 
nearly the same time. There was then the shock, of about 
an hour after, but that they felt with much less violence 
than the two preceding, and it did but little damage, except 
to what was ruinous, from those that went before. 

The noise, was described In’ the intendente, and by several 
others, as a rolling, deep-toned, romlx), like the sustained but 
irregular fire of artillery, at a distance ; and it appeared to 
them, to be heard at the same instant, with the arrival of the 
shock, and to continue as long, if not longer, than the 
vibratory movements which were felt after the great pulse. 

They had seen no strange lights, but had heard that 
others had, back to the westward. All sorts of exaggerated 
stories were current, however, as to some extremely 
oppressive state of the atmosphere, during the shock and 
after it, for which there seemed upon examination to be no 
good foundation. 

There were several heavy landslips, in the upper part of 
the valley of Vignola, and fis-sures, oficn only a few inches, 
but some hundreds of feet in length, at the east side or slope 
of the valley, in the diluvial covering. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

SIONOK d’eRIUCO’s DOCUMENT— CALCULATION OF TUE 
MOMENT OF SHOCK AT HIS STATION. 


Signor D’Errico, was not at Potcnza on the nij'ht of tlie 
earthquake, but at a country-house a consiilcrable distance 
to the cast of it, and from him I received a written state- 
ment of his observations, which are of much interest, more 
especially as resjiects time. I subjoin a translation of his 
communication (with the exception of some speculations as 
to the cause of earthquakes) which he obligingly wrote out 
for me, while I was occupied elsew’here in the city, and 
handed to me before my departure. 

Translation. 

“ I, Guiseppe D’Errico, architect, do truly certify, the 
following narrative of facts to have been observctl by 
me, during the terrible earthquake that occurred in this 
province of Basilicata, on the night of the 16th December, 
1H57:— 

“ On that night, I was a visitor at a large country-house, 
known to the surrounding inhabitants as ‘ II Casone’ — the 
Big house — and had made all my preparations w ith instru- 
ments, &c., for commencing early the next morning, a survey 
and geometrical plan, of the place and its environs. The 
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liouse iilluded to, is situated in the eastern part of the 
Ijoundaries of the province of Basilicata, and is part of the 
estates called I’iano Cardone di Montefenno, and is built 
upon level ground. The surrounding country is composed 
of semi-planes, hillocks, and elevations more or less high. It 
is open in the direction of N. W., which is that in which 
the lioundary of the adjoining province of Bari runs. 

“ On the one side o£ this line (viz., to the east) the prospect 
opens upon a gently rolling country, the horizon of which 
is lost in the blue waters of the distant Adriatic, and on 
the other side (viz., to the west and south) terminates with 
the abrupt and lofty peaks of the Apennines, near which 
arc seen the cities, Monte Peloso, Oppido, and Gfenzano. 
The place is therefore quite open to distant observation. 

“ I was seated at the corner of a large fire-place, one of 
the sort generally built in the country of Puglia, surrounded 
by many persoms, and thus I had every opportunity of care- 
fully observing all that was passing, from the two happy 
circumstances, of being perfectly awake, and close to the 
ojicn fields. 

“The first shoek took place at five minutes past five 
o’clock, Italian time, and all of us who were in the Casone 
immediately left the house. 

“Once in the open air, I found myself without chronometer 
or any other instrument of precision, so I counted the 
duration of the first and second shocks, by the tread of my 
feet at intervals of a second, as nearly as possible. I 
remarked that the sky all round was serene, but the stars 
emitted a dim and reddish light. There was not a breath 
of wind in the atmasphere, but a sense of stilling heat, as it 
were from a very hot steam-boiler, surrounded us, and, as it 
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were, seemed to take away the power to breathe, and this 
eoutiuued to be severely felt by us, during the whole time 
of the first and second shocks. 

“ The duration of the first shock, in my opinion, was not 
less than from 30 to 32 seconds. It went on, waning slower 
and slower, but without ever leaving off entirely, and at 
about four minutes after the first (i. e. the commencement) 
came the subsequent one, which lasted from 27 to 28 
seconds. 

“ The second was the most violent, so much so that none 
of us who were congregated at the spot could readily stand 
u|)on our feet, but were compelletl to throw ourselves down 
upon the ground. 

“ I had scarcely recovered from my first surprise, when I 
bethought me, of the many things which were hanging round 
about the house, such as lamjjs, saddle-bags (bisacce), 
fowling-pieces, and other things, hanging like pendulums ; 
and returning to the house, I noted accurately tlie directions 
of their oscillations, which lasted some time after the shock. 
Having afterwards set the compass of my theodolite on 
the spot, I ascertained more accurately still, that the direction 
of oscillation was from S. W. to N. E., or between that and 
west to cast. The oppressive heat which 1 have already 
described, decreased gradually after the second shock. At 
the same time, and from the same direction (as the shock, 
namely), we distinctly heard a deep and rolling thunderous 
noise, like the report of artillery- at a distance (un rombo 
ed un fremito cupo simile al rimbomba di artiglierie lontanc), 
which advanced from the S. W. direction, and proceeded 
to bo lost and dissipated towards the N. E. 

“My ])rofession as an architect has given me opportunity 
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of remarking the effects of this terrible phenomenon on many 
buildings. The upjwr floors, of houses built on level ground, 
suffer most. Churches and public buildings of large dimen- 
sions were shaken with great violence, and suffered, com- 
paratively speaking, more : where, however, the buildings 
were strongl}- constructed, and well cemented with mortar, 
their resistance was greater, and in a great mea.sure they 
remained intact and unshaken. Iron chain bars, the good 
({ualitics of which we have ere now appreciated, have saved 
a great number of buildings.” 


The station referred to in the preceding, at which Signor 
D'Errico was situated on the night of the earthquake, is 
almost midway and in a right line, betw'cen the towns of 
Geuzano and Gravina: it is precisely in the latitude of 
Naples (39°‘45' N.), and is 89 to 90 geographical miles, due 
east of that city, or long. 16° 13' 1 5" cast of Greenwich. 

The time of sunset at this station on the 16th December, 
1857, was 

h. OL ft. 

4 33 22 mean local time. 

Naples, west of station, 
in time 

4 25 32 sunset at the station 

by Naples mean time. 

We must assume, however, that Signor D’Eirico’s watch, 
was going by I’otenza, (his own town’s) time. 

The time of sunset at Potcuza (N. lat. 40° 40') on Uie 
16th December, 1857, was 
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4 33 58 local mean time. 

Naples, west of Po-| ^ 6 19 

teuza, in time . . . | 

4 27 39 Naples mean time of 
sunset at Potenza. 

Signor D’Errico’s time 5 5 0 

Add the cnstomaiy 1 

. • f oU u 

30 minutes . . .) 

10 2 39 time of the shock at 

his station, Naples 
mean time. 

The customary time here must be the half and not the 
quarter hour, for the latter would bring the time before the 
occurrence of the shock as observed at any point what- 
ever. 

According to Signor D’Errico, the wave-path at Monte 
Pcloso, was between 45° E. of north, and 90° E. of north. 
The latter coincides more closely with the direction de- 
rivable from Potenza and many other places, which would 
l)c about 103° E. of north. It seems probable, therefore, 
that the wave-path here, was disturbed by the large mass of 
comparatively low hills, to the N.E. and east. According to 
Signor D’Errico and the clerics of Potenza, the shock was 
felt at Acerenza, Grcnzano, Opj)ido, Lupino, and Minervino, 
in the same or nearly the same direction. The shock was 
severe, at Matera, Gravina, and Altamura : at the last place 
the direction was west to east. At Ruvo, Terlizza, Bitonto, 
Bitetto, and Bincto, it was scarcely felt at all. 

All these places are situated out upon the rolling plains 
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of tho “ Murgie,” at a distance from tlie main axial chains, 
but with luni|»y hills, in masses, here and there, and beneath 
them all, the stratificsition is generally much more uniform, 
level, and unshattercRl, than further east and north, amongst 
the Apennine liine.stone. 

Monte Peloso, is the most eastern [joint of which I have 
facts from direct personal observation, (Signor D’Errico’s,) 
save those of the Canonico Campanelli, as to the Adriatic 
coasts. Wliether the “ stifling lieat ” s[)oken of by Signor 
D’Errico, be a reality, or a sensation dependent u[)on 
powerful and sndden nervous excitement, may admit as 
yet of some question. It is remarkable, however unsup- 
ported by positive evidence it may be, that several of the 
local historians, of ottier earthquakes in these regions men- 
tion the same thing as having been concomitant to the 
shock. 
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On leaving Potenza, the ruins of a place known as Revisco 
Diruta, arc seen northward upon the summit of a low 
hill, the Pictra Colpa, and are said to be the result of an 
ancient earthquake. Within half a mile, I pass a great 
monastery on the east (Hi Santa Maria), in the lofty 
boundary walls of which, are very largo fissures, 5 to 0 
inches wide at top. The building is nearly cardinal, and 
has a low hill to the north, upon the slope of which it lies, 
as also another to the eastward. 

The fissures run nearly north and south, a little west of 
north, and, so far as I can observe them, without going into 
the monastery, are confirmatory of all I have determined 
at Potenza. 

The hills all around to the east, and in the immediate 
neighbourhood, are rounded in sweeping outline, and not 
loft}’, but large -, they have generally a deep covering of 
clay boulders and detritus. The rock beneath, is the 
argillaceous slaty stuff, with limestone here and there. The 
beds, wherever I can .«ee them exposed, are at very various 
strikes, and much dislocated, but all steeply inclined. 

I am obviously, here upon the western edge of the vast 
tertiary deposits, that form the low hills and great ])lains of 
the Murgies, stretching far away to the Adriatic. To the 
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westward, tlic lofty ridge that I am mounting and have to 
cros.s to reach Avigliano, consists, towards its up|x?r part, of 
the upper limestones, and there are limestone peaks behind 
me, at 8 to 10 miles to the south and S.E. 

Near the summit of the ridge of ilonte Foj di Po- 
tcnza, I pa.ss some gigantic calcareous breccia rock, very 
similar lithologically, to the breccia wherever I have met it 
hitherto; but here, the nodules were alinast absolutely 
spherical, and from 20 inches up to even 5 feet diameter, 
a size to which some that I measured attained. Nothing 
distant is visible. I have been enveloped the whole way, 
in dense fog and hoar frost, and, what is remarkable, not 
with a calm atmosphere, but with a driving north wind. 
The crystals of hoar frost driven before it, accrete upon the 
windward side, of every stubble stalk, and branch of brush- 
wood, and stand off in horizontal lines of white ice, in a 
very singular manner. (Sketch No. 316.) It is intensely 
cold, yet the water in pools, &c., thaw'ed upon the ground 
by the sun of the morning, is not yet frozen. The thermo- 
meter marks 27'’ Fahr. at 4-0 p.m. There is a continual light 
sort of clinking sound, borne upon the sighing wind, from 
the breaking off of these icicles from the branches of the 
savage-looking pine forests, that now and then show like 
dark spectres, through the rack and hoar fog. 

The barometer reads 26’34 inches at the highest point, 
and the reduced level shows that I am 3414‘4 feet above 
the sea and 827‘6 feet above the city of Potenza. 

Not far from the commencement of the ascent, I passed, 
upon the west side of ray route, the debouchure of a tribu- 
tary of the torrent of the Aritello, which comes down from 
the higher steeps, and joins the Vasento below Potenza. 
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The mass of detritus swept down and delivered out uiion 
the hollow' plain was truly surprising. Much of it con- 
sisted of slaty angular blocks of large size of the .soft argilla- 
ceous rocks, with smaller fhigraents of the upper limestone, 
and round lumps of the calcareous breccia, all mixed with 
or imbedded in, torrents of red mud. 

The huge talus, projected several hundred yards into the 
valley basin, and its central slojie was probably not more 
than 20° to 24°. The torrent of muddy red w'atcr, rushing 
from the narrow gorge at top, soon separated into innume- 
rable rills and cascatles, and brawled sinuously over the heap, 
spreading it in all directions, and rendering more than a 
square mile desolate and infertile. (See Sketch No. 317.) 

Even at the highest point, which I find is called II To|)o 
di Meto, there are no craggy summits, all is rounded. 
mile further, and I see Avigliano, perched upon the cast 
slope of a rather steep hill ; and half a mile south of it, near 
the town of Ruoti, pass a gorge with twisted limestone 
beds, and bands of red ochre between, all cut through, by a 
ravine running east and w’cst. At the next gorge, both 
flanks, are composed of an immense deposit of loose detritus, 
with boulders of great size, and angular, both of limestone 
and argillaceous rocks, embedded in a red ochrey clay. I 
begin to mount the steep ascent to the town, and come in 
upon, a part of the military road ; and in the side cutting on 
the left hand, I see the first evidence of approaching the 
volcanic district of Monte Vulture, in beds of dense j'ellow 
tufa, with pebbles occasionally, embedded in curved and 
twisted beds. It is like that of Vesuvius, but of a decjier 
yellow, and might at a casual glance be taken for a coarse 
yellow sandstone. 

von. II. 0 
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AVIOLIANO TO ATELLA. 


I ARRIVE at Avigliano after sunset. It ha.s taken more 
than six hours to get over about twelve miles of country, 
and the men positively refase to venture on to-night, over 
the ridge and snow, to Rionero, which I had purposed to 
reach. So I occupy the remaining twilight in examining 
this place. It is a large town, but more filthy even than 
Potenza, and much more hilly and uneven in its streets, and 
the ground upon which it stands. The line of perpetual 
snow at this time of year appears to pass through this town, 
'fhe upper part is all frozen, and snow lies thinly upon it, 
while, at the lower part, the streets are wet and slushy. 

It seems to stand on limestone. At 9'' 0" p.m., Naples 
mean time, the barometer reads at the Locanda, which is 
rather below the mean level of the town, 26'5 inches, 
thermo. 38° Fahr., and the reduced level gives 3308'2 feet 
above the sea. 

The Castello, at the upper part of the town, a very 
ancient, barrack-like old building, now used as a Gendar- 
merie, is ordinal, and shows fissures both on the south and 
west walls. All appear to be enlargements of old fissures of 
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the shock of 1851. The direction of path generally given 
by them is S.W. and X.E., but obscurely. 

At the Chiesa Madre it is almost dark, and I can 
examine it but incompletely. The axial line is very 
nearly east and west. There are fissures crossing both 
side walls, and there are two minor ones in the west-end 
wall. They generally indicate a wave-path from S.W. to 
north-eastward, and at an emergence that does not appear 
by the eye only to exceed 20° to 25°. The amount of 
damage generally done in the town, seems to be small. 
There are a few houses propped, and several are fissured, 
but none were prostrated. 

The son of the Padrone at the Locanda, a rather intelli- 
gent youth, gives me an account of the earthquake, as he 
experienced it, and of what occurred in the town. His 
account agrees generally with that at Potenza. He says, 
however, that there was no shock noticed at Avigliano, 
after the two first, which were very close together. 1 
could not ascertain clearly from him whether there were 
even two, or only one prolonged movement, with two 
more distinguishable pulses. The movement, he said, 
was back and forward only, he thought. His account of 
the noise was very much the same as that of Signor 
D’Errico. No clocks were stopped, that he or the Cajx) 
d’Urbano on duty at the guardhouse opposite the Locanda, 
knew of. The time of the first shock, they only thought 
to be, about a quarter past five, Italian time, the usual 
estimate everywhere. 

It was too late to call upon any of the communal officers 
or ecclesiastics, for better information ; and it hardly seemed 
of much importance, until I should get further north. I 
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arranged to leave, with a gendarme and lanthorns, at four 
o’cl(H‘k in the morning, so as to insure reaching Monte 
Vulture before the ensuing night. We started punctually 
to time, and commenced in darkness and intense hoar frost, 
with a driving mist from the north, the dreary ascent of 
almut four miles, to the ridge of Monte Caruso. Almut 
four inches of snow, at the level of Avigliano summit, and 
about seven inches, on the crests of Caruso. 

At 6’30 A.M. (23rd Feb.), Naples mean time, baro- 
meter reads 2C 27 inches, upon the highest point of the 
road ; thermo. 29° Fahr., and shows that we arc 3581‘2 
feet above the sea, and oidy 27f) feet above Avigliano, from 
which we had descended much, on first leaving it. I hung a 
thermometer here, so as to be freely exposed to the wind 
and hour fog, and after about half an hour, found it was at 
17° Fahr. The cold was intense. The rounded tops of 
Monte Caruso, ri.se against the dawning sky-line to my 
right, apparently 800 feet above me. As daylight ap- 
proaches, we commence to descend, between low rolling 
hills, along the course of the little stream, the Agromonte, 
and through the valley of the same name, opening out upon 
the nearly level plain of Atella. Tufa beds and ancient 
lavas, are visible to the right, at the opposite side of the 
stream, which has cut away its steep banks. It is obvious 
that the superficial covering of volcanic formations here, 
extends far beyond the boundaries assigned by Collegno's 
geological map, which marks their limit at Atclhi, five miles 
further north. To the east, at about half a mile, I pass the 
great Castello di Lago di Pesole, the lake itself being 
about a mile further eiust, but not visible — the property 
of Prince Doria Pamphili ; its massive curtain walks 
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present no sign of fissure or dislocation. 'I'he tufa and 
volcanic rocks have now become the universal formation. 
A little further, near a place called Iscalonga, are many 
inhabited caves, excavated in the dry tufa, of extreme 
antiquity : some of tlfe Troglodytes came out to see us pa.ss, 
and looked savage and queer enougli, in their rough brown 
blanket-cloaks with peaked hoods, and sheepskins. At 
length we arrive at Atclla. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 


ATELLA TO RIONERO. 


Ateli.a, a town founded in the early days of Greek 
settlement, and presenting still every indication of its 
remote origin, and of the successive races that it has 
owned for masters, was terribly handled by the earth- 
quake of 1851 that destroyed Melfi, and its remaining 
crazy and ancient buildings have suifered considerably by 
the late one. On entering the town from'the south, a large 
building on the west of the street, that looks like an old 
palazzo, three stories in height, shows some heavy fissures 
from top to bottom, open three inches at top. The wave- 
path seems to have been about S.W. to N. E. from these ; 
and the slope of the fissures indicates a small emergence 
from the S. W., not more than 12° to 15°. The Palazzo 
Sarracino, and also a large nunnery, the two best-built and 
most modern buildings in the place, do not show a sign 
of injurj’ ; the cupola of the latter, is seen above the road 
in Photog. No. 318. The Chiesa Madre (Photog. No. 319, 
and Fig. 320,) a Ijombard building of venerable antiquity, 
has its axial line 110° E. of north. It is severely fissured 
(new fractures) in the north side wall, in the arches of 
the clianccl, l)oth along the axial line and transversely, 
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aud at and in the campanile. The general indication is 
from the S. W. to N. E., but the fissures will not admit 
of exact measurement. The old clock in the octagonal 
roof of the campanile, which has been much shattered, 
still shows by its index. Fig. 320, that it was stopped on 



Fig, 820. 

the night of the Kith Dec. last, at twenty-two minutes past 
five, Italian time. The Canonico tells me, it has not been 
touched since. 

The sun’s upper limb set at Atella on h, 
the 16th Dec., 1857, at . . 4 30 38 

Clock shows Italian time . . 5 22 0 

Add the customary quarter hour 
after sunset . . . . 0 15 0 

Frankish mean time at Atella . 10 7 38 

Naples is west of Atella, in time . 0 5 44 

Clock therefore stopped at Frankish 
mean time of Naples, at . 10 1 54 

The two ancient bells, had been chucked out of their old 
timber fastenings, and thrown against the N. E. side of the 
octagonal part of the belfry, which they had carried away 
. and fallen with it, but in a way so disturbed by obstacles, as 
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not to afford any indication, beyond the general confirmation, 
as to wave-path. 

A large building, to the north side of the piazza in 
front of the Chiesa Madre, has its front wall which range.s 
exactly with the axial line of the church, bulged and 
thrown outwards towards the south. It is also fissured 
transversely, and is propped from the piazza, as are many 
of the larger buildings along the main street, which runs 
nearly north and south. 

Two other smaller churches, both at the east side of the 
main street, have their axial lines quite parallel with that of 
the Chiesa Madre (110° E. of north). One of those, (Chiesa 
di San Benedetto,) is heavily fissured, transversely and lon- 
gitudinally, and the west end wall has gone out. The briek 
groined arching of the roof, shows irregular fissures; the 
building is small, its indications not ah'iolutilt/ clear, but its 
main fissures indicate pretty distinctly, a wave-path 45° 30' 
E. of north from the S. W., and, an angle of emergence of 
from 15° to 18° from same direction, (see Diagram No. 320, 
Fig. 2, Coll. Boy. Soc.). 

Very near it is the Chiesetta of St. Johanes, a strange 
dark little vaulted “cella,” tremendously fissured at the 
S. W. quoin, in the west wall over the door, and longitu- 
dinally along the crown of the vault. Both piers at the 
western quoins are of well-built limestone ashlar, in large 
blocks about 3 feet wide on the face and 18 feet in total 
height. The S. AY. one, is thrown five inches out of plumb 
to the S. AY. (sec Diagram No. 320, Fig. 3, Coll. Roy. Soc.). 
The arched roof is elliptical, of rubble ashlar limestone. 
The longitudinal fracture has let down the crown and forced 
out of plumb both the side walls. 
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Evcrj'thing has been removed from the interior of St. 
Johanes ; but in San Benedetto mass was still said, and in 
it are a number of silver relic shrines, large-sized human 
busts, apparently of extremely early Byzantine workman- 
ship, that would reward the examination of the archieolo- 
gist. The priests knew nought of their history, but that 
Atella had possessed them time immemorial. The wave- 
path given by St. Johanes was about 10° more east, than 
the preceding, or 55° 30' E. of north. The building was too 
low to afford any satisfactory evidence as to emergence. 

As I leave Atella, I pass beneath, the old Roman or early 
Norman, gateway of the town, and looking back upon the 
place towards the south {Photog. No. 318), sec the tower of 
the Chiesa Madre to the left, and to the right, a fine old 
cylindric-al tower, now forming the keep of a small fortress 
or fortified barrack. It is of squared and coursed ashlar, 
well put together, ajiparently Roman work, and has not had 
a stone displaced by the shock. 

Atella stands upon a gentle swell above the plain, and 
leaving it, we descend into a great hollow Piano or basin of 
deep rich soil, upon still deeper yellow tufa, with Monte 
Ytilture due north, visible from base to summit, and the rich 
plain to the N.E. studded with towns. Rionero, Ripa 
Candida, Gincstra, and Bariclli, are all within view. 

Between Atella and Rionero, looking cast towards Ripa 
Candida, I can see that the latter appears to stand upon cal- 
careous breccia, covered more or lc.ss bj^ volcanic dc[x)sits; 
and in the deep cuttings of the smaller streams in the same 
direction, there are evidences of calcareous rocks beneath t 
the superficial volcanic beds; and the inclination of the lieds 
seems to be towards Vultim-, and not from it, so that they 
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have not been tilted from it, as a centre of elevation ; and it 
is probable that these underlying calcareous beds may alter- 
nate with other volcanic ones, and abut up very much closer 
to the actual cone of Vulture; which thus seems to have 
simply broken through the stratified rocks, and, as my 
barometrical measurements show, at a very low comparar 
tivc level. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

RIONERO AND THE COUNTRY TO THE FAR-OFF SOUTH 
AND EAST TO THE ADRIATIC. 


I ARRIVE at Rionero at 9'45, and having hired fresh pack 
mules and horses, to ascend to the Mona.steiy of St. Michele, 
or Monticchio, on the N. W. shoulder of Vulture, proceed 
to examine the place, accompanied by the Judice, on whom 
I called. 

The Locanda, though fissured, is habitable. It is about 
at the mean level of the place : at twelve o’clock noon, Naples 
mean time, barometer stands at 27*94 inches, thermo. 40° 
Fahr., and the reduced level gives a height above the sea 
of 1957 feet. This is not very far from the general level 
of the great plain or basin, to the east and S. E. of Monte 
Vulture, and shows that it is very far below the level, of the 
mountain and table-lands to the south and S. E. of Avig- 
liano, consisting of the tertiary clays and the upper lime- 
stones. 

Rionero is a prosperous-looking town, nearly as large 
as Potenza, inhabited by a people of Albanian descent, 
picturesque in dress, and very commonly handsome in 
person. The ground upon which it actually stands, is very 
uneven, and consists of all sorts of alternations, of tufa and 
solid hard lava rock. 
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Nearly one tliird of it was destroyed in 1851 ; but 
many new and substantial buildings have arisen since. A 
gootl, substantial-looking house, of two solid stories, opposite 
the Locanda, which is nearly cardinal, is fissured in four 
places. It is insulated, and gives good indications, and 
shows a wave-path 45° 30' E. of north, and an emergence 
from the S. W. of alxmt 16° or 16° 30'. The streets 
are desjwrately steep and tortuous, (Photog. No. 321,) as 
seen in the view of the town looking towards the highest 
summit of Vulture in the distance. The Aqua Francesca, 
a stream which flows through the town and supplies 
its fountain!?, is in the foreground. It falls into the 
Ofanto, to the S. E. of Vulture. The building high up 
upon the right, is a great monastery not far from Bariellc. 

It soon became obvious, as I examined the towm, that 
every one of its separate knolls or crags of lava, had shaken 
in secondary directions of its own, dependent upon the path 
of the main wave and its own free-lying faces ; and hence, I 
might have found here (without attention to this condition) 
evidence of wave-j)aths in every jwint of the comfKuss. 
It afforded an excellent instance of the caution as to 
conditions, that an earthquake observer requires, ever to 
bear wdtli him. The extremes that I found, were south 
to north, and 18° E. of north. 

At the top of the town the Palazzo Catani, a large and 
lofty four-story building, well built, and with in.)ii tye-bars 
inserted at each story (probably imt, in after the shock ol' 
1851), has escaped without a visible shake or flaw. 

Returning to the house I first observed, and remarking 
the position of its ground, I returned again to the cast and 
N. E. of the town, and comparing the few indications of 
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wave-path that I could find there, in houses standing 
on level ground, and without any steep scarps near them, I 
found them to agree pretty well with the first. There 
were in many quartet's, obscure indications of a sub- 
ordinate shock, from about 25° W. of north to south, 
which direction, points almost exactly, towards Monte 
T ulture. This rendered it highly probable that a reflected 
wave from that mountain mass, had been transmitted 
through Ilionero, and added to the complication of its 
phenomena, the path of this reflected wave being nearly 
orthogonal to that of the primara^ shock. 

At the Locanda of Rionero, I fell into company with the 
Canonico II Padre Felice Campanelli, of Spinazzola, a priest 
of a good deal of knowledge and intelligence, and received 
from him some valuable information as to the eflects of the 
shock far away to the east, and upon the Adriatic coast, 
with all which country he was familiar, and had ti-avelled 
over it since December.* 

At Ppinazzola, his own town, (Photog. No.323,Coll. Roy. 
Soc.,) which lies upon an undulating plain of the Murgic, 
with rolling hills to the east and south of it, a good deal of 
mischief was done. He was there, and felt the shock 
severely. The direction of the great movement was, he 


* Sinco these pages were written, I am informed, that this gentleman 
fell into the remorseless grip of the late tyrannical government, and 
was one of the last of its incarcerated \'ictims, his ostensible crime 
being his having expostulated as to the savage treatment of an over- 
driven lino of fainting and ropod-together prisoners. But he was a 
marked man even when we met; a brother had fled from “being 
8usj)eoted.” Don Felice hoped ho was in England, but had heard 
nothing of him for some years, and dared not write oven to any third 
party to make iuquirio.s. 
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thinks, a little to the south of from west to east. It was a 
strong horizontal shake, succeeded by a continued tremor for 
several seeonds ; then another heavy horizontal shake, and 
then a second tremor. Altogether, he thought the move- 
ment must have lasted from three to live minutes, 
but added, that he only judged so, and that people judged 
badly when frightened. 

There was a rolling noise, heard by many around him, 
but he did not hear it himself, which he ascribed to his 
whole attention having been otherwise directed ; others 
said the noise began when the shock did, and ended with it. 
The Campanile of Spinazzola, he said, had been fissured, 
but the mischief done, was chiefly confined to old and very 
ill-built structures. 

Part of a church had fallen at Spinazzola; but it 
was before the shock in a tottering and dangerous state, 
and might have come down at any moment. 

I caused my photographer to obtain the two Photogs. 
Nos. 322 and 323 (Coll. Roy. Soc.), the former being a 
view of this Campanile, looking eastward. It was fissured 
right through the north and south walls, nearly vertically ; 
but the fissure appears to have been too narrow to show 
distinctly in the photograph ; the fact, however, suppiorks 
the narrative of Padre Campanelli. 

Upon the east coast, the shock had been felt as far down 
as Ostuni, but did no damt^e whatever. It was perceived 
at Brindisi by some persons, but was not perceptible 
at all further south, as at Lecce and Otranto. 

Passing northward along the coast, it was distinctly 
felt, but without damage, at Monopoli, Polignano, Bari 
(where it was severe), Molfetto, and Barletta, and was 
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perceptible at Manfredonia, and even in upon the mountain 
table-land of the peninsula of Gargano. 

Passing again south, he said, that at Cassano and Gioia, 
towns which are upon the last lines of prolongation of the 
Apennine chains, but upon Murgie, (the tertiary rocks,) 
and low hills, the severity of the shock had been thought 
much greater than at Matcra, and at many of the other 
towns in the central part of the great rolling lands, to the 
N. W. of the Gulf of Tarentum. 

At Gravina and Altamura, where the shock was felt from 
west to east, there was some damage done, but not great. 

At Tarentum, at the head of the gulf, the shock was not 
noticed. At Canosa, he had heard from other priests, 
that the direction of the shock, was rather to the north, 
or from S. W. to N. E., which would be about 49° or 50° E. 
of north, and was also there from south to north. 
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A UmE HOUND VULTUUE AND UP TO MONTK’CUIO. 


I LEFT in the afternoon for Monticdiio mona.stery, situated 
close above the lakes of the same name, that fill two of the 
ancient craters upon the west side of the Vulture. 

Leaving Rionero, we ride across the rich and nearly level 
plain of alxmt 2j miles wide, all sown with even now 
sprouting grain, and have to make many detours, to pass 
the deep and wall-sided chasms, or “ nullahs,’' that arc cut 
into the mass of tufa underlying it, by the rain torrents 
descending from the flanks of the cone. (Fig. 324.) Man}' 
of these torrent courses arc 50 to 100 feet in depth, and 
some not 30 feet across, though generally they are more ; 
the sides are perfectly plumb, or shed in and sloped here 
and there, tortuous and winding in plan. The bottom is 
generally quite flat, and not above 10 or 15 feet wide 
between the high side banks of tufa, strewed with large 
lapilli, fragments of lava, numbers of limestone jicbbles, and 
a fine black sand, of titanate of iron, which is deposited in 
whole banks in some places. 

These chasms are almost invisible at a short distance, 
and perfectly ini])ossible to Im; crossed when deep. On 
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UEMAHKABLE EROSION OF THE TUFA. !1T 

following any one of them up to the head, it is found that 
several minor rain torrents from the sides of the cone have 
coalesced, and that after having ran upon the surface with 
a gradually lowering l>cd for some distance, they suddenly 
plunge down (Fig. 321) over a vertical wall of tufa, form- 
ing a cascade of from 2 or 3, to 20 or 30 feet in height 
(Fig. 325), but which only runs during rain.s. Here the 
cutting back of the tufa proceeds at a visible rate, and 
what is very remarkable, although the total dejith of the 
ravine slowly decreases, as it is eaten out, upwards 
towards the cone, the abnipt perpendicularity of its head, 
over which the waters shoot or trickle, never changes, or 
becomes levelled to a talus. 

Here is the jioint at which any one of these ravines can 
first be crossed ; some hundreds of which intersect the 
flanks and plains around the great cone, — if cone, the vast 
irregular mass of Vulture, may be called— and form the 
feeders to the upper forks of the Ofanto, which drains the 
whole region. 

The cone itself, upon its S. E. side especially, presents 
in its outlines and surliicc the most striking characteristics 
of enormous erosion by rain (Sketch, Fig. 321). Not a 
vestige of lava or hard rock is visible here — all is a rounded, 
furrowed, and worn mass of consolidated tufa. 

As we leave the slopes that blend the plain with the 
mountain, and ascending some two miles more, reach its 
S. W. shoulder, isolated blocks of lava crop out here 
and there, and in some places are exposed in mass in the 
ravines. Thence the way lies wholly through the forest, 
El Bosco della Pietra, or I)e Bucito, for about two miles 
more. 

VOL. II. H 
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!W THE FOEEST SCENERY OF VULTUEIE. 

Nothing could exceed the impressive beauty of this 
forest scenerj', with its hoary moss-grown oak and Ijeech 
trees, its silence broken only by the rustling fallen leaves, 
the hark of the distant shepherd’s dog, and the far- 
above cry of the descending charcoal burner to his laden 
mules. 1 discern the two craters, now deep circular lakes, 
through the interlaced branches, and having topped one of 
the shoulders of the mountain now, far below me; the 
further dark and clear, the nearer turbid and yellow green. 

I descend amongst aged trunks and overarching limbs, 
and pass over masses of rounded lava blocks — tufa — 
cemented lapilli. I am at the margin of the first lake. 
All is quietude.; the soft breeze of a quiet winter’s after- 
noon, fans across the embosomed water, from the early 
wheat-fields and the furrowed acres of the opposite steep 
slopes, and brings the gentle ripple lapping, amongst the 
roots of the old hazlcs at my feet. 

Off before me, and to my left crowning the slope, are the 
grey ruins of some ancient church or castle, a few piled 
stones only. Far above me, and to the right, nestled against 
the lava crags, behind and above it, standing out white and 
clear, I see the strong buttressed mass of the monastery of 
St. Michael. 

Not a sound but the rustle of the dead leaves, beneath 
the pawing of my little stallion mule, breaks the solemn 
silence ; how hard it is to realize that this noble and lovely 
seene, full of every leafy beauty, that life and time can 
bestow, upon fair Nature’s aspect, was once the iTinermost 
bowl of a volcano ; that every stone around me, now glorious 
in colour with moss and lichen, sedum and geranium, was 
once a glowing mass, vomited from out that fiery and un- 
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discovered abyss, that these placid waters now bury in 
their secret chambers. Yet the same effort of imagination 
must be made, before the geologist can realize, that everj" 
acre of surface whose landscape now delights him, with 
wood and flower, bud and insect, once produced nothing 
but algae, and nourished the slimy things of the great deep 
innumerable. In either extreme, vitality asserts its power, 
and in a few short years obliterates the rude formative 
traces, whether they be by fire or by water. 
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IN' THE MONASTERY OF MONTICCHIO. 


A SHORT and sharp ascent, leads up to the monastery from 
the margin of the lake beneath (Photog. Xo. 327). As I 
approach it, the path is, I find, blocked by a huge fallen frag- 
ment of lava, dislodged by the shock from the cliff above. 
It ha.s fallen in a direction 67° E. of north, towards the 
S.W. A fine young walnut tree of two boles, each of 14 ins. 
diameter, lies crushed and mangled beneath the fallen mass. 
(Sketch No. 326, Coll. Roy. Soc.) 

The block is 13 feet long, 11 feet wide, and 8 feet thick, 
menu dimensions : it has fallen from a height, at A, of 
43 feet, pitched upon its lower end at K, 14 feet hori- 
zontally from the point of displacement, and tlien falling 
over forward upon the steep slope, has overwhelmed the 
tree and been arrested by its timbers. If we assume the 
angle of emergence at Monticehio, to be about the mean of 
those given by Melfi, Rariclle, and Atella= 15°, we obtain 
the following as the velocity of the wave of shock here. 

Bearing in mind that the fissures in the building (as 
immediately after given) prove that the return stroke from 
the mountain which projected the rock was made with a 
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local emergence of 40^, we have the horizontal ve- 


locity 


= 

a = 14. 


q a’ 

^ X 

2 b — a tan e 

6 = 43. e = 40°, 


ami V = 11'3G feet per second; 

but A", the velocity in the actual wave-path (j. e. the 
primary path) = Fsec e, and e here = 1.')°; therefore 

V = 11-3G X 1‘035 = ll'TCT feet per second, 


which is jirobably very near the truth, though derived 
from data somewhat imprecise. 

The monastery has its long axis north and south, 10“ W. 
of north : its broadside faces the lake or crater, and its rear 
is, in great part, built up against the lava clilf behind, in a 
cavern of which, the church which contains the miraculous 
image of St. Michael, said to have been found embedded in 
the solid lava, has been excavated. The church has its 
axial line west and cast 118°^’. of north. In the masonry 
portion of it outside the cavern, one large fissure is visible 
across the side wall and arch of the nave, on the north side 
of the church next the altar. There is also another smaller 
one at the ea.st quoin at the north side. At the south side 
of the church, at its actual abutment with the lava rock, 
there is another fissure. The direction of wave-jiath given 
by those, is about 33° E. of north, and they arc much 
sloped towards the S. W. at top, nearly 40° with the 
vertical. I hesitate to conclude anything positive, from 
these fissures, as the contact direct with the mountain side 
must have j)owerfully affected their directions. 
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The body of the monastery itself, is diffusely but not 
severely fissured. The best and most reliable fissures 
(as least afiFectcd by the rock behind) that I can find are 
in the north end gable, as seen from the terrace outside. 
(Sketch No. 328.) These three, with corresponding pairs in 
internal walls, give, I find, much about the same direction 
of wave-path with those of the church, viz., 33° E. of 
north, and the slope is nearly 40° for the two inner and 
11° for the outer. I remark that the two former are 
nearly perpendicular to the face or slope, of the steep talus 
of bank beneath the monastery, and owe tlieir e.xtrcme 
obliquity, as do those of the church, most probably to the 
reflected shove outwards from the rock behind ; whose 
direction would, when coupled with tlic structure of the 
building, be in something like a line parallel to the slope 
of the bank. It is impossible to conceive them indicative, 
of a true angle of emergence of 40° here, in conflict with 
all other evidence. 

The ancient fissures left by the shock of 18.51 along the 
soffits of the corridors, which were 10° W. of north, and at 
right angles to that azimuth, prove that the wave-path then, 
could not have been very different from that of December 
last. The fissures in a few of the rooms on the second floor, 
to the front or west side, in which they are still visible, 
indicate the same. These cannot be confounded with the 
recent fissures, as those of 1851 have since been coloured 
over, in “ tempera the recent ones are clean. 

The monks, and especially the vicario, who has com- 
mand (the priure having gone upon some mission), and who 
afforded me hospitality, agree in stating, their sensations to 
have been, that the shock came nearly horizontally, and 
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almost from south to north, or a little from the west. 
They seem to have paid but little heed to it however, as 
they can give no clear information of how long it lasted, 
what time it occurred, or whether there was a noise with it 
or not. They say they did not discover that the building 
had been fissured until after daylight next morning. 

I found here that the centre of the western lake surface, 
bore exactly due west, from the front and centre of the 
length, of the monastery, and comparing this with the 
bearing given by Zannoui’s great map, the magnetic decli- 
nation here proves to have been 14“ westcrlj% which is 
within 30' of the declination now given at the Observatory 
at Naples. 

At 26" Naples mean time (24th February), the baro- 
meter read 27-65 inches on the first-floor level of the monas- 
tery, thermo. 36“ Fahr., and the height above the sea proves 
to be 2107-5 feet. It is therefore not above 200 or 300 feet 
above Rionero, although the high shoulder of Vulture, which 
I passed over, intervenes, nor above half the height of the 
mountain itself, the highest point of which, is given by 
Palmieri and Scacchi (‘Memoir on Melfi Earthquake of 
1851’) at 4356 feet, and who give 1880 feet as the eleva- 
tion of Rionero, and by Don Arabia (Del Tremuoto di 
Basilicata, &c.) at 4128 feet Abich makes the level of 
Monticchio lake as much as 2332 feet There was a sudden 
local disturbance of weather, on the night of February 23 rd, 
and a considerable fall of snow took place, which may have 
rendered the comparison of my barometric height, with that 
of Naples Marine Observatory for the same time less to be 
trusted, and my height is possibly below the truth. 

I left for Barielle, and found considei-able difliculty in 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

ON TO BARIKLLE — EXAMINATION OF THE PLACE. 


Bauielle, a place of nearly 5000 inhabitants, who are said 
to lie descendants of Albanian colonists, and of much anti- 
quity, (Photog. No. 329, Coll. Roy. Soc.,) lies upon a high 
offshoot of Vulture to the eastward ; upon deep beds of 
yellow and grey hard tufa, with large masses of included hard 
and elastic lava visible in many places. Four of the 
large torrents from the flanks of the mountain, pass through 
and around the town, dividing, to a considerable depth, the 
blocks u|)on which it is built, and uniting to the east of it, 
in the little Vallo della Fica, fall into the Olivento, which 
joins the great stream of the Ofanto, about twelve miles 
to the N. E. The Pizzuto of V ulture, bears west of north, 
from the highest point of the town, and compared with 
Zannoni’s map, confirms previous determinations of mag- 
netic declination. The Syndico, Don Vincencio Piancen- 
tini, and two or three of the chief inhabitants, accompanied 
me over the town, which has suffered severely. It is 
diffusely and in many places severely fissured, and 
several buildings wholly prostrated. Two persons were 
killed by the fall of these. 

A large building opposite the Casa Coraraunale, 
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L shaped in plan, whose front walls run 70° W. of north, 
shows large fissures, in both the east and west and north 
and south walls. Two pairs are measurable, and both 
give a wave-path 33° E. of north from the S. W. The 
emergence seems very small, (but rather ambiguous from 
structure,) about 8° from the S. \V. 

The church of St. Nicole, has its axial line exactly north 
and south. The south end gable wall, has been split off by 
a large cast and west fissure, upon 1 J inch open at top, down 
to the springing of the semi-cylindrical vault of the roof. 

There is also a long narrow fissure, open about half an 
inch and extending north and south along the sofiit, as far 
as the chancel. These two, which are the only main con- 
temporaneous fissures, are unfortunately, by structure, not 
strictly comparable. They afford to “ tact,” however, an 
estimate of direction, which cannot be far from 25° to 35° E. 
of north, and from the S. W. 

A large painting which stood upon the top edge of 
the cornice, lieneath the vault-springing, at the west side 
of the nave, and leaned forward, or towards the east, 
being kept in position by a cord and nail behind the top 
of the frame, has been thrown back, and now leans against 
the vault behind it, having thus been thrown at top west- 
ward. 

The Palazzo of Prince Torella (Photog. No. 330, Coll. 
Roy. Soc.), is nearly cardinal, and stands on tlie edge of a 
deep ravine of tufa to the north of it. It was ruined in 
the earthquake of 1851, and the fissures then made, which 
are still visible, show a wave-path for that shock from south 
to north. There are large fissures from the recent shock, 
both in north and south, and in east and west walls ; and the 
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mean of several sets gives a wave-path 45° 30' E. of nortli, 
from the S. W. The emergence still is apparently very small, 
not above 3° or 4° here, or, therefore possibly, horizontal. 
The whole north side, has been thrown outwards, and the 
fall indicates the wave-path also towards the N. E. 

The smallness of the angle of emergence, I can now 
see from the highest points of the town, has arisen from its 
isolated blocks having oscillated separately, and con- 
founded the emergence due to the wave with their own 
line of oscillation, which was approximately horizontal. 

I remark from this point, also, that the mass of the 
south flank and shoulder of Vulture, lies right in the 
line of wave-path from the town, which, isolated as its 
blocks are, may be viewed, as placed upon a free lying 
surface, in the direction of the wave transit. The Piano 
della Croce, and other hills to the north and east, must also 
have sent back reflected waves, and a direct earthquake 
echo. 

The Chiesa Madre was completely demolished in 1851, 
except one Capella and the Campanile. These show 
by the old crevasses, that the wave-path was then south 
to north. They afford no indications as to the recent one. 

A very heavy wall (Photog. No. 331,p. 7) adjoining a 
vault beneath some large building, close to the west of 
the Chiesa Madre, is far out of plumb, twisted and thrown 
to the south and west, but still standing. It has been a 
little supported by a bank of earth to the southward of 
it, which at the end still remaining nearly plumb, reached 
to about one-third its height from the base ; but the other 
end, that in front of the photograph, was unsupported. 

The precise direction of wave-path cannot be calculated. 
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but may be judged by “ tact ” to have been very near 
45° E. of north, or between that and 55° E. of north, the 
plane of the wall being 110° E. of north. It gives a 
tolerable measure of velocity. The wall was 20 feet 
in height, 4 feet in thickness at the base, and the velocity 
was obviously not quite, but very nearly sufficient, to over- 
turn its unsup jwrted extremity ; the angle B is here = 8° 
30'; a = 26; 6 = 4. 

The horizontal velocity nece.ssarj' for overthrow is 
therefore first to be calculated without reference to the 
dislocation of the masonry, which was of inferior quality, 
and not above one-fourth the strength of the best limestone 
rubble work, and then the fracturing velocity for the latter, 
and both added, and resolved from the horizontal direction, 
and ]>erpendicular to the j)lane of the wall, into the 
direction of the wave-path. 

The horizontal velocity of overthrow is 


= Iff V + l*‘ y- 


(' 


— cos (K 
co?"(T )' 


K’ = 42-93 X 26-3 x 0-0112 = 12-C4 ; 
V = V, = 3 555 feet per second. 
The horizontal velocity for fracture is 

, L/3 


L here = one-fourth the coefficient for the best rubble 
masonry, and, 

F = = 42-93 x 0-153 = 6-568 feet per second. 

V, + Vf = 3-555 + 6-568 = 10-123 feet per second, 
therefore, would have been a velocity, which if applied 
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horizontally, and square to the face of the wall, would have 
fractured and overthrown it. 

The wave-path, however, was oblicpie in azimuth to the 
wall, i being = 25°, upon the data preceding ; and we may 
take the emergence here at about 15° = e, from other 
determinations, whence we obtain, for the total velocity, in 
the path of the wave, that would have prostrated the 
wall, 


V = X 1-035 = 11 -564 

cos’ 0-906 


feet per second ; on the supposition that the wall had re- 
ceived no support from the bank of earth to the south ; which, 
however, did prop it sensibly at one end, as the vertical 
fracturing due to torsion, seen in the photograph, proves. 

A velocity in the path of the wave, greater than 11-564 
feet per second, therefore, would have been required for its 
overthrow; and it was not overthro\vn, but was upon 
the verge of it, being out of plumb nearly three feet. The 
actual velocity of shock to which it was cxjxxsed, therefore, 
was very little below-, 11-564 feet per second; but we 
already have found from the thrown rock at ilonticchio, 
that the velocity there = 11 '757 feet per second, which har- 
monizes closely. 

The Syndico, had a large silver p(x;kct-watch, which on 
the night of the earthquake, hung b}- its ring upon a nail, 
driven horizontally, in a north and south direction, upon 
the south side, of a wall of his chamber running east and 
west. The nail projected about 3 inches from the face of 
the wall, and the watch was hanging so from it, that the 
back of the case, was in contact with the wall. He 
happene<l to have his eyes upon the watch very nearly at 
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the moment of the great pulse, of the first shock, and he saw 
the watch run forward upon the nail, from the face of the 
wall, nearly as far as the latter would permit, namely until 
the ring should come in contact with the head of the nail. 
At the same time, the watch oscillated, in a plane parallel 
with the face of the wall (east and west) from 30° to 40°, 
{. e., or half these at each side the vertical. The moment it 
got stopjicd by the head of the nail, the watch began to 
gyrate, i. e., to oscillate as a conical pendulum. The Syn- 
dico, a gentleman of shrewd observation and with alt that 
clearness of mind that characterizes the people of Southern 
Italy, repeated the movements for me with the watch, by 
hand. We obtain from his observation a very tolerable 
estimate of the horizontal amplitude of the wave at 
Barielle, which was obviously about T25 inch, or 1’30 
inch, in a north and south direction, and a little less in 
the direction of east and west, or about 1-76 inch in the 
path of normal vibration. 

He noted the time of the first shock by this watch, which, 
in Frankish time, was 10" 8”, Barielle time. The watch 
was adjusted by sunset, but he could not guarantee that it 
was right within a minute or two. In Naples time it is as 
follows : — 

h. tn. s. 

Watch noted at Barielle . .10 8 0 

Naples, west of Barielle, in time . 0 5 45 

Time of the shock, Naples mean time 10 2 15 

The clear impression of the Syndico, and of two or three 
of the inhabitants then present with us, is, that the direction 
of the shock was from the S. W., and from a point rather 
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more south than S. W. He was in the town in 1851, and 
is of opinion that the shock then, was from south to north. 

A general ramble over the buildings of the town, how- 
ever, convinced me that here, as at Rioncro, and elsewhere, 
there had been several secondary waves, crossing the pri- 
mary wave-path, and producing complicated minor pheno- 
mena, and wave-paths in direction, south to north. 

They had no measures of the time of the occurrence by 
public clocks, stopped or observed. Their reports as to the 
noise, were not very distinct ; the sound was low and pro- 
longed, but obviously had not attracted much attention 
nor had the second shock of about an hour after the great 
one. 
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RAPOLLA AND ITS XEIOlIliOUUIlOOD TO MEIJ'I. 


I PTSitED on for Rapnlla. It is a place of about 3o00 
iiiliabiUuits ; nearly two miles further removed to tlie X. E. 
from Vulture. It lies uimui a spur of tufa, of enormous depth 
of dejTosit, which iwints towards the X. E., and whose general 
direction is the same. It is insulated bj' ravines of great 
depth ana steepness, to the north and south sides of the spur. 
The upper part of the town, Photog. Xo. .332 (Coll. R 03 ’. 
?oe.), .suffered terriblj'in IS-lEand is .still almost whollj" 
in ruins. The fine old Xorman cathedral, was then (piitc 
destroyed ; the present is a modern and ver\' plain structure. 

This town has suffered very little from the i-ceent earth- 
quake : it is hard to find even a few fissures, that will give 
measurable results. Three sets, of two, each, narrow and 
thread-like, I did find, in new and substantial buildings in 
different parts of the town, which gave wavc*-paths of 

45° 30' E. of north from the S. W. 

24° W. of north from the S. E. 

S. to north from the south. 

Emergence from the first, 12° from the S. W., from the two 
others e = 0. The first, was from a building at the S. W., 
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side of the tomi, and upon the most broad and level part 
of the spur; the two others on the north and south sides 
respectively. The two latter are obviously local secondary 
oscillations of the spur itself. 

The main cause of this place having suffered so little, 
apjiears plainly enough to'bc the sifting that it received 
in 1851, which demolished all the old and less firm build- 
ings, so that it now consists only of the stout ones that 
remained, and which are but few, aud of the numeroi^i 
new and substantial buildings since constructed. 1 could 
obtain here no information worth recording from the chief 
inhabitants, and in the afternoon I pushed on to the city 
of Melfi, and at once waited upon the Iiitcndente, whom 
I found at his palazzo, and who obligingly brought me in 
his carriage over the town and its immediate neighbour- 
hood. 

Melfi stands upon a rolling country of swelling hills, 
all of deep tufa, with great beds of lapilli iuter|)osed, 
often of great size, and masses of lava here and there ; it is 
of exuberant agricultural richness, as the Photog. (No. 33.3 
Coll. Roy. Soc\), close to the town, with Vulture in 
the distance, may indicate. The great rounded mass upon 
which the city stands, is more than a mile and a half across 
both ways ; it is surrounded nearly, by the Torrentc di 
Melfi, and the Aqua Negra, whose beds, in the bottom of 
deep ravines of erosion, are probably 300 to 350 feet below 
the mean level of the place. The elevation above the sea 
is given by Palmieri and Bcacchi at 1 600 feet ; 1)3' Don 
Arabia at 1688 ; and I made the level of the Castello yard 
1700 feet, by an im]ierfect observation, however. It is 
therefore about 200 feet lower than Rionero, and about 
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MELFI IN THE SHOCK OF 1851 


400 beneath the water surface of the ancient craters at 
Monticehio. 

From the ncighbourliood of the Fastcllo, which overtops 
the highest part of the city, and is at tlie edge of the most 
pri;cipitous scarp around the walls, the summit of Vul- 
ture bears 156° W. of north,* and, comparing this with 
Zauuoni’s ma]), the magnetic declination is alxmt 15° W. 

Melli suffeml terribly in 1851, when 800 persons were 
killed; 170 houses were prostrated ; with churches, the 
cathedral and many other buildings nearly destroyed ; 
the shock then, as numbers of old fissures show still, 
having had a wave-path nearly from south to north, and 
having a steep emergence. The people of the place say, 
if their account be reliable, that the movement of 1851 was 
first nearly vertical and then became oscillatory, lasting, in 
all, nearly a minute. It has, however, escaped very welt on 
the present occasion, and upon an examination afforded such 
evidence, that I had got nearly to the verge in this radius, 
of such energy as had left any permanent marks of its eflecls, 
that I resolved to halt here, and return upon a new track. 

There arc a good many fissures to be found throughout 
the town, which give wavc-fiaths from 30° to 40° E. of 
north. 

The Intenden/.ia has got some rather heavy fissures in 
the front and interior walls, which give 45’ .30' E. of 
north. 

The Church of Mortcelli, a modern building, has ils 
axial line east and west, and shows a recent fissure through 
the soffit of the nave. The cast-end gable has jiarted off 
from the vault, widening here an ancient fissure of 1851. 
The wave-|)atli shown is about 45“ E. of north, but does 
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not admit of precise determination. There are many old 
fis-sures, and difliculty in deciding wliich are new. 

Fissures at the east and S. E. flank of the town, gave some 
very discordant results, showing wave-paths 1G°W. of north, 
and others south to north ; but, from the situation, these 
are, no dobbt, all loral o.seillations or reflected waves. 

The Agricultural College, which is situated on tolerably 
level ground to the west of the city, has its long axis 72° E. 
of north. There are fissures in the south walls (external), 
and at both sides of the S. E. quoin, in front; and the whole 
south front wall has given out a little. Other fissures in 
north and south walls, on the west side of the building. 
All are recent, and the average wave-path that they give, is 
30° E. of north to 32° E. of north. 

I could get no measures of emergence of a trustworthy 
character except from this building, and from the Church of 
Mortcelli, both of w'hich gave pretty clear indications ; the 
former 15° emergence from the S. AV., the latter 1C° 20' from 
the same. 

Very many of the smaller buildings were fissured nearly 
vertically, and in some instances I could detect no struc- 
tural cause determinant of that direction, and therefore con- 
clude that there was some great local oscillation of the ground 
beneath MelD, in one nearly horizontal jiath. 

The Intendente told me, that at Ascoli, a town about 
fourteen miles north of Melfi, the shock had been felt 
almost precisely from south to north. He had a pendulum 
clock in his entrance hall, vibrating in a plane nearly east 
and west, which was not .stopped. 

The precise time of the first shock of IGth December 
was determined here, with greater accuracy, than anywhere 
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else except at Naples, so far as I have been able to collect. 
The Sotto Intendentc carries a pocket chronometer, which, 
he states, goes with remarkable precision, and which he 
compares occasional!}' by telegraph with Naples time. 
He looked at this chronometer at the instant of the great 
shock, and found the time to be 10'’ 3" Najlles mean 
solar time. Melfi is in longitude 1° 2(i' 40" E. of Naples?, 
and the dilTerence in time = .5'" 46 G‘. 

The Intendentc did not hear any noise himself, but states 
that very many persons in the city did. The people at the 
Agricultural College, and more particularly the teacher of 
natural philosoj)hy there, described it as a low, prolonged, 
rumbling sound — “ Sotterra 0 in aria rimbombi quali pro- 
duce il cannone lontano.” 

The Sotto Intendentc said, that several persons in the 
city, spoke of having heard such sounds repeated several 
times during the night. They had okserved nothing of 
unusual meteorological phenomena ; the weather was calm 
and serene at the time of the shock. Their own sensations 
were, that the great shock had reached them from the 
S. W. ; that it was nearly horizontal, and was succeeded by 
small up-and-down oscillations, that lasted for several 
seconds, the total duration, being very variously and obvi- 
ously ver}' vaguely estimated, at from twent}' seconds to a 
minute or more. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

FIRST MOVEMENTS IN RETURNING — SNOWING UP 
ON MONTE CROCE. 


I COJIMENCED my return, through Rapolla liariclle Rionero 
and Atella, a long and fatiguing ride of about tliirty miles, 
to Muro, intending now to traverse the extreme N. W. 
region of the shock, through the valleys south of the great 
ridge of Monte Calvello and Monte Accellico. 

On re-passing Atella, and looking back upon it from the 
south, I sec that on this side it stands on a pretty steep 
escarpment, with large beds of lava, showing a rapid slope 
from Vulture, exposed and cut through, along with the beds 
of tufa. Denudation here, at the torrent Fiumara d’Atella, 
running west, has cut through at least 300 feet of voleanic 
deposits. Yesterday I noticed, near Rapolla, lava beds 
reposing on tufa, and cut quite through, which had by the 
eye a slope of at least 30°, dipping north and N. E. from 
Vulture. The w'hole of the volcanic phenomena of the 
Vulture district, are developed upon a scale of grandeur, to 
which Vesuvius is insignificant. 

Crossing the Artaso and the Vonchia, two nearly parallel 
torrential streams, descending from Monte Pierno to the 
south and west, and running northward to fall into the 
Fiumara d’Atella, I came upon, green yellow and brown 
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ROCKS AT THE EDGE OF THE VOLCANIC TRACT. 


metamorphic rooks of great beauty, and very hard. They 
arc not only seen here and there in situ, in extremely dis- 
turbed beds, but the whole countrj^ and the beds of the 
rivers, are strewn with the rich-coloured iKiuldcrs, whose 
angles only, have been rubbed off. 

Somewhere about here, must be the very edge of the vol- 
canic tract to the north, and these rocks are apparently the 
result of the reaction of the ancient volcanic rocks upon 
the argillaceous beds, which, oiving to their original contact 
with the cretaceous limestone, had acquired such a dose of 
lime, as enabled them to bake into the magnificent natural 
terra cotta that is around me. 

Creeping along beneath the great forest of Maurcllo, that 
rises continuously for two or three miles upon the N.W., 
and whose growth attests the richness of the mixed volcanic 
and calcareous soil, we commence the long and steep ascent 
of Monte Croce, having necessarily to ])ass somewhere, the 
great Apcnninc ridge, in order to return into the valleys 
whose watershed is towards the Afediterrancan. 

The monks at Monticchio, ujxm the coming on of the fall 
of snow there, had hinted that I should find difficulty in 
crossing the pass of Monte Croce ; and the Padrone at 
Bariclle had expres.sed great doubt of the possibility of 
accomplishing it. 

I was extremely anxious to return that way, as leading 
me over new ground, and finding, after the best inquiries 
I could make, that the other jiasscs across the chain, south 
of Potenza, were still higher and known to be worse in 
deep snows, I finally resolved to attempt the passage of 
Monte Croce. The whole of Vulture now lay covered, and 
even the plain beneath, had alxmt six inches of snow, as we 
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left before daylight, and we found nowhere less than three 
or four inches on the ground. 

As we commenced to ascend now the ex{x>scd northern 
steeps of Monte Groce, the depth of snow rapidly in- 
creased, and before we had reached the Taberna of Capnto, 
upon the sloping back of the great spur, between Monte 
Fieno and the little vallone of Pierno, at 11 a.m., we 
were brought to a standstill, in snow of two, to two and 
a half feet deep. A train of muleteers with produce, which 
we had seen before us, were here also brought uj). All 
trace of road or path was lost. The air, though lightsome 
and still, was filled with a fine powdery crystalline ice, whose 
minute falling particles rapidly filled outside i>ockets and 
boots, with some pounds of heavy ice. The snow, where it 
lay in pits and hollows, showed its density and depth, by 
the starchy blue aspect it bore ; and we were still five or 
six miles from the summit of the ridge. The opinion of the 
leading muleteer, of the train we had come up with, who 
had been snowed up at Caputo, for three weeks the preced- 
ing year in April, was, that a heavy fall of snow might be 
expected that night, and that unless we could make good 
the passage before sunset, it would become impracticable. 

He and his companions, experienced carriers of wine and 
oil u|x>n the road, also thought that it would be possible, to 
clear a track in good time, if sufficient labouring help could 
be collected. Matters looked urgent; money was to be 
weighed against time. I promised him and his “ banda,” a 
liberal donation and five piastres each, and one piastre to 
every labourer they could collect, provided they had the 
passirge cleared so that we could get over, before sundown. 

We all returned alwut two and a half miles down to the 


Digitized by Google 


120 
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Taberna tie Caputo, nothing but a rude and ponderous mule 
shed, with a single small sleeping-room, in which a man and 
his wife lodge, and have charge of a supply of flour and wine, 
maintained here by Government, to prevent starvation in 
those who may be snowed up, upon these solitary steeps. 

The men started off downward, plunging through the 
snow towards the Yallone of Pierno, to some hamlets said 
to be there, and in aliout an hour, groups of wild-looking 
fellows, with their la^ie hoes, began to pass upwards. At 
last we had collected, in all about fifty hands, in addition 
to the muleteers, who got tools from Caputo, and stretch- 
ing them along the line jiointcd out l\v the leader, I found 
they soon began to make a sensible impression, partly 
treading down, partly excavating the snow. 

As we gained height, the scene was impressively grand ; 
The saddle-backed slope of unbroken snow, up which we 
toiled, and the rapid pente to the right, were lost in air filled 
to obscurity, with floating and falling ice particles. To the 
left, the steep slopes clothed by the noble pine forest of 
Pierno, lay below us ; the black spiral forms and laden 
boughs of the huge pines, now and then visible for a few 
moments, and then fog and ice particles, again shutting out 
all around. After two or three hours we hailed another 
party of eight or ten of the Guardiani della Strada that 
we found were at work above us ; and about the same time 
the fall of ice particles ceased. I had now good hopes of 
a passage, and returned alone to the Caputo, to order up 
a supply of wine for the men. After three hours and a half 
more, occupied there in w'riting up notes, the leader 
muleteer came down, with the joyful news that the pas.sage 
was, he thought, practicable. In less than half an hour 


Digitized by Google 



THROUGH THE SNOW. 


ISl 

more, the proof of this was given in the arrival on his mule, 
wet and exhausted, of II Padre, Yincencio Barra di Mclfi, 
who had been endeavouring to foree his way from an early 
hour of the morning, going towards Melfi. He was en- 
gaged, as a sort of rural dean, in an ecclesiastical inspection 
of the injury done to ehurch edifiees in this province ; and 
I obtained from him much information of a valuable cha- 
racter, during the hour that still elapsed before we could 
start, as to the effects of tlie shock, in the districts of Bari, 
the Capitanata’s, and the north and east of the Tierra di 
Lavoro, and Molise. 

The scene of snow and desolation at the top of the ridge, 
where I paid off my wild band of excavators, was worthy 
the pencil of a Carravaggio. I took on, for two or two 
and a half miles down the slope towards Bella, ten or 
twelve men, and fortunately, for we had there to cut 
through a short abrupt drift, that was forming imross tlie 
road to a depth of more than 18 feet. I found we had 
in all, wrought a path of about a mile and a half long, upon 
an average two and a half feet deep, above the trodden 
snow beneath ; in many places three to four feet deep, and 
for about 300 yards, a continuous drift that mciisured 8 feet 
C inches almve the hard snow below. 

Had it not been for the fact, that owing to some peculiar 
set of the wind at this season, or time, due probably to the 
eddies of the smaller valleys or great gorges, the snow is 
swept off the highest part of the pass, as fast as it falls, and 
drifted away down the slopes to the westward, (as the 
muleteers a.ssured me before we began was always found 
to be the case,) the attempt to get through six miles of 
deep snow would have been hopele.ss. 
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I rejoiced to find myself once more upon the solid earth, 
with the forest boughs above me, and my face towanls 
Naples, and that at this side it was thawing fast. 

A rough observation at the Tabcrna showed that it was 
about 3000 feet al)ove the sea. L'pon the highest point I 
found the barometer read 26' 13 inches, thermo. 30° Fahr. at 
4'40 Naples mean time, and the reduced height above the 
sea was 3(i54'5 feet. 

The summits of Monte Croce were quite invisible, but 
the men I had brought down with me, said they rose more 
than a thousand palms, above the highest point that we had 
pa.sscd. 
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MURO AND BELLA — THE APENNINE KNOT AND GREAT 
LINE OP DISLOCATION. 


The first rock that I saw from under the snow at the west 
side, proved to be nearlj% vertical beds, in the variegated 
clay slate — Apennine marls, I suppose— and within two 
miles down from the top, we came upon cretaceous-looking 
limestone, having passed some intermediate beds of red 
metamorphic roeks. 

The view now opens upon Bella, a town perched upon, 
and stretching along the top, of a thin-edged ridge, of soft 
rock and diluvium to the westward. The general direction 
of the ridge, is 110'^ W. of north, and it abuts and is con- 
nected with, much higher ridges at its east end. 

The torrent of Carpineto, runs at its east and south bases, 
which falls into the Platano, and ultimately into the Salaris 
far away. 

The town has suffered, but not severely. The church, 
whose axial line is 140° E. of north, has had its campanile 
thrown from the north end, on to the roof of the church. 
The church itself, is lis-sured both longitudinally and tnins- 
versely. The direetion of throw of the Campanile, indicated 
a wave-jKith of 25° to 25° 30' E. of north. Several other 
buildings were fissured, but the near approach of darkness 
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coinpollcd me to make but a most cursory examination, so 
as to reach the Tabcrna della Aqua Bianca to sleep. 

Descending on foot, the steep hills towards Muro, I fell 
into conversation with an extremely intelligent young man, 
whose name, I regret to find, I neglected to take, and who 
gave a gooil account of the earthquake, as observed about 
Bella, to which place he belonged. lie alluded to the 
strange atmosjiheric light (before I had asked any question 
about it), which, he said, was noticed by nearly every one, 
like a pale diffused moonlight, for half an hour or more, 
before and after, the great shock. The first shock, he said, 
was a double one, witli an intervening tremor. The noise 
was distinctly heard, and seemed to come, not only from the 
same direction as the shock, which, he said, most persons 
hereabouts agreed was from the S.W., but also “ out from 
under Monte Croce.” On looking at the relative jmsition 
of Monte Croce, from that of the house down towards the 
bottom of the valley, where he says he was on tliat night, 
I find the wave-path prolonged goes through the northern 
shoulder of Monte Pierno, and it may be concluded that 
the sound from beneath Monte Croce was, in fact, a sub- 
terraneous echo. It was long and reverberating, he said. 

This lad was the fii'st who noticed to me, the vast land- 
sli|)s that have occurred beyond Muro. 

The rock hereabouts is cretaceous-looking limestone, in 
some places a coarse, irregular, limestone breccia ; but the 
surface is covered with very deep clays, in and upon which, 
great limestone boulders are lying, all in directions that 
lean and slope towards the valley bottoms, and are indica- 
tive of the enormous amount of slippage of loose material, 
and of the denudation which has taken place. 
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Muro is before me (Photog. No. 334), at the opposite side 
of the deep narrow valley, clinging to the precipitous N. E. 
end, of a huge mass of solid limestone mountain, that ooines up 
in the midst of a great amphitheatre of far larger and higher 
mountains, amongst which Jfonte Croce towers above all. 

All the bedding discernible about iluro, seems nearly 
vertical, and the rocky sides of its mountain base, are 
murally .steep. It is not more than a mile distant in a 
right line, and yet I find, it will take two hours and a half 
at a trot, to reach the town from this. I therefore remain 
at the Tabcrna dell’ Aqua, or della Muro, and pass the 
evening with the padrone, and his family of three sons and 
four daughters, all grown up, chatting over the earthquake 
around the “ Gamine.” 

On the road side approaching Muro from the north, is a 
remarkable example of the movements by slippage, of the 



vast masses of unctuous clays, of this region, into which^the 
thin marl beds dissolve when saturated in water. 

The Photog. No. 33.fi (Coll. Hoy. Soc.) and Sketch 
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No. 336, the former taken, looking down the slope, and 
hence showing the inclination badly, the latter looking 
diagonally up towards the S. E., represent the ruined walls 
of the Taberna della Due di Gravina, which was destro^-ed 
b\" thc.se “illuvioncs” in 1836. After a long period of 
drenching rain, the sloping side of the valley upon which it 
was founded, began to give way and move bodily downwards, 
towards the stream at the bottom. The large e4itice has 
been thus launched, almve 100 perches west of its original 
site, and as the mass of clay was shoved on, a mighty plastic 
mass, (a mud glacier,) over an uneven rocky bed, its surface 
rose and fell irregularly, but with extreme slowness, and 
the long walls of the building, were riven nearly vertically, 
presenting still, in some places, evidence upon their sur- 
faces of the shearing and grinding action. The intermediate 
great fragments of wall, hence are thrown out of jilumb, in 
the planes of the walls, some up, some dowm the slope ; 
others are out of plumb across the wall faces, and, what 
appeared most strange, the whole general line of base, 
originally quite horizontal, was now out of level, and 
had assumed the general slope of the slipping mass that 
carried it, the upper being nearly the height of the walls, 
16 feet, higher than the other end, the slope of the land 
surface generally being about 18° or 20°. The whole mass 
had also obviously sunk and buried itself, about 3 feet below 
its original foundation level, and the plastic masses around 
it, have swelled and risen upon it about the upper end, from 
inequality of resistance. 

The sub-.soil upon which it stands, is rendered visible by 
a streamlet close by, and shows itself to be a deep, slippery, 
blue marly clay, ol’ great depth, and easily di.ssolved into 
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mud when wet. Here and there, huge limestone boulders, 
and others, of metamorphic rock, are scattered through its 
mass, and have been moved pari passu downwards with it, 
towards the bottom of the valley ; and as far as the eye can 
stretch westward, along the lower slopes of Monte Carozze, 
Guardiola, and Croce del Topo, and towards the valley in 
which Castel Grandine lies, the whole country seems com- 
lioscd, of like masses of clays, bearing like enormous de- 
tached masses of rock, all, from their slopes and positions, in 
process of slowly and insensildy going downwards, into the 
beds of the torrents and rivet’s, in the valley bottoms. 

At daylight, I descended the steep slopes to the S. AV. 
of the Taberna, to examine Aluro, and the grand chasm 
through which the Giacojio rolls, upon the opposite 
side of which Muro is poised, u[>on the shelves of the 
spur, looking S. b. between that stream and the Malda, 
that falls in just below it. At the Taberna, at six a.m., 
Naples mean time, barometer reads 27’65 inches, thermo. 
34“ Fahr., and the reduced level gives 2178 feet above the 
sea. The older part of Muro, stands terraced, about 
300 feet above the bed of the torrent, and is about 
on a level with Bella. The newer portion, stands about 
150 feet higher, and is apparently abont 200 feet below 
the Taberna, so that the level of the torrent bed, beneath 
Muro, may be about 1500 feet above the sea. 

The town stands upon solid ma.sses of limestone, on 
beds almost perfectly vertical, that rise like a wall ; u{x>n 
the south and cast sides of the grand chasm of dislocation, 
that here is rent for alwve two miles in length, in a general 
S. E. and N. W. direction, through the limestone rock. 
(See Diagram No. 337, Figs. 1, 2, and 3.) For above 
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a mile in length, its sides are not above 100 to 200 feet 
across, jagged and saw-like, the salient and re-enterant 
angles, and even the opposite beds, (whose strike is 
very generally transverse to the great chasm,) correspond- 
ing, and everywhere presenting evidence of actual fracture; 
the mural precipices to the west side frequently 500 to 700 
feet in height, above the torrent bed. 

This great line of dislocation, is joined by others at 
several points, at angles more or less acute ; so that 
both Bella and Muro, stand upon spurs having chasms 
of dislocation at two sides, the former between those 
of the Carpineto and the Furaarella, the latter between 
those of the Giacojio and the Malde. 

On examining Figs. 1 and 3 it will be seen, that the 
bifurcation of these chasms, in relation to the general wave- 
path at each place, is such, as to interposb the breadthway 
of the dislocations, filled in with loose material, dropped 
down between their rigid jaws, between the towns and the 
advancing shock ; and to this condition must be attributed, 
the almost entire immunity from injury, that they have 
experienced. Situated, both on solid limestone, with free 
lying surfaces opposed to the direction of wave transit, and 
at no enormous distance, from towns which were totally 
destroyed, these must have likewise perished, had it not 
been, that these deep trenches, broken up by nature, and 
loosely filled in with a compressible cushion, of boulders 
gravel clay and such-like loose mateiials, had stood like 
great buffers, to receive the shock of the wave, and destroy 
at once, to a great degree, its velocity and its further pro- 
pagation, by compression of the filling material between 
the jaws of these profound chasms. A new and unexpected 
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cansp, for the siulclon changes often found, and frequently so 
apparently capricious and inexplicable, stood revealed, in 
two separate but adjacent instances, and upon a scale so vast 
as to compel conviction. P’rom below Muro, nearly twenty 
miles in length of the general line of the valley, may be 
traced by the eye, and its whole direction down to the junc- 
tion of the Giacojio or Fiiimara de Aluro, with the Platino, 
generally coincides with that of this great dislocation, namely, 
N. W. and S. E. ; so that it may fairly be inferred that tlie 
vast fracture extends for miles Imyond the portion visible, 
and is now covered to the. southward bj’ the loose deposits 
of the valley Ixittom. Its influence upon the shock would 
be, however, scarcely altered by such covering, and must 
be great in proportion to its length, depth, and width. 

Examining Muro with the telescope, from the eastern 
steci)s opposite, at only about three furlongs’ distance, 
I can see that it has suffered scarcely any injury. A 
few fissures are visible, and I find from .some of the 
buildings near the base, that the direction of wave-path is 
1G° 30' E. of north. These corres|)ond narrowly with 
those at the Taberna and other buildings upon the slo])o 
below it, which give 16° E. of north. I find from the 
Padrone that Bella and Muro are not the only towns 
that have escaped so well ; that, in fact, all the towns that 
lie to the N. W. of the valley of the Giacojo and within a 
short distance, have had the like immunity. Thus Pesco- 
pagano, St. Andrea, Ca.stclgrandinc, Eapone, Ravo, and 
St. Fele, have all come off with little more than fissures, 
while at an equal distance to the S. PI. of the same line, 
the towns that T have already* passed over and examined, 
are mostly in ruins. 

VOL. II. K 
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At about three miles to the S. E. from Bella, were 
the great “ A’oragiiies,” of which I had heard so much, 
Photogs. No. .138 aud (No. 339, Ooll. Roy. Soc.), which, a.s 
I expected, turned out to be land.slips, produced, no doubt, 
by the shock as secondary effects. They lay upon the 
gently sloping Hank of a wild mountainous region, 
between the Carpineto and the Costa Carlotta, called 
the Carlotta dTsca di Muro. It seems all to consist of 
these deep slippery clays, wnth soft limestones coming 
ui» through here and there. The general direction of 
the trench-like fissures, now getting ra])idly obliterated by 
rains, &c., was N. W. and S. E., or jiarallel to the strike of 
the slope of table land, and they had opened very 
variously, at different points. The largest were open, at top, 
10 or 15 feet, and from 5 to 8 feet deep, the turf, &c., 
torn across, and the land had descended at the lower side. 
The movement of land, once commenced, by the jog of 
the earthquake, had obviously gone on for a considerable 
time, and might possibly be even then slowly proceeding. 
The greatest of the fissures, the people about said, had 
been traced two miles. The land that had visibly slipped, 
and the surface of which was wrinkled and furrowed more 
or less, appeared to be about 400 or 500 English acres in 
extent. In some places, pressure from behind, had forced 
portions of land completely over, so that the original 
surface had been buried and the subsoil had turned 
up and become the surface. The changes of level within 
short distances produced by this forcing up and fissuring 
were considerable, so that when a trench ran right across 
the length of a ruined shepherd’s hut, one end of the building 
had got out of level to the right, aud the other, the opjmsite 
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way, to the left. All these fissured lands, lay to the 
cast of the great valley gorge of the Giacojio and the 
Platano, &c. ; and except the minor torrents, such as the 
Marmo and others delivering into the Platano, wen? not cut 
off by any great and continuous valley courses from the 
neighbourhood of the focal region of the earthquake, 
between which and this place many of the prolonged 
lower ridges assume a direction about north and N. E., or 
end on to the wave-path. 

Moreover, the great mass of Monte Marmo lies nearly 
(a little east) in the line of the wave-path from the 
southwai-d. All these circumstances conspired to make 
the shock considerably more severe about the Lsca di Bella, 
than at Bella town, and at Muro, which, although so near, 
lie at the west side of the great chasm. 

A very small amount of shaking, however, upon this 
unctuous and treacherous soil, might set in movement the 
most enormous slippages ; so that there is little necessary 
connection between the extent of the landslip, and that of 
the shock originating it ; in fact, the common phenomena of 
slippage in heavy railway embankments, which are generally 
brought to the final point of moving by the vibration of a 
passing train, is a case in point; indicating how little the 
violence of the shock can be judged of by the extent of such 
landslips. There was nothing, except the large scale of the 
occurrence remarkable, beyond what I had already carefully 
examined at Campostrina, at Auletta, in the valley of 
Viggiano, where the dislodgment was quite as striking, and 
elsewhere. 

Judging from the character of the wild region, that 
for many square miles seems to consist of these clay 
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formations around, it is probable that a careful exa- 
mination would detect numbers of other examples of such 
slipjiages ; upon all which, the ease of the Loeanda di 
Gravina of yesterday, was an instructive commentary. 

All that is seen in the engravings Nos. 18, 20, 27, 29, 
30, 34, 36, 37, 39, 41, 42, 45, and 49, of the ‘ Istoria di 
Fenomeni del Tremoto nelle Calabrie, nell’ anno 1783, dalla 
Reale Aecademia delle Scienze di Napoli, fol. 1784, Naples,’ 
allowing for the barliarous drawings, and gross exaggeration 
of parts, and still more liarbarous engraving, is perfectly 
and easily accounted for by the phenomena disclosed, by 
these varioas fissures and landslips, whether superficially 
dry or landing water, whether running, or stagnant and 
lodged beneath the surface. 
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CHAPTER XLV. 

MlIKO TO LAVIANO OVER THE liOSCO CEUUETA. 


I i.EF'i’ Muro to the south, taking the road to Laviano by a 
wild country on the north slopes of the little valley of the 
Maldo, and over the ridge of the Bosco Cerreta. Immense 
blocks of limestone lay half buried upon the deep clays in 
every direction, all imintiug down the slopes. About three 
miles from the Taberna, the Rio de Santa Malfco comes 
down from the recesses of Monte Carozzo, through the little 
goi^c of Cataldo on the north, and presents a very remark- 
able debouchure upon the valley. Far away, and high 
above, in the gorge, I see lofty and frowning crags of lime- 
stone at both sides; but below, the advancixl slopes and 
masses, arc all rounded grey and yellow clays, and soft sand- 
stones, in pretty level beds, presenting, by their outlines and 
enormous detritus, all the characters that the glacialist 
would attribute to ice; but the extreme .softness of the 
n>cks forbids this, and it is obviously due to ancient marine 
tidal action, and later, to pluvial scouring away, and constant 
slippage (Sketch No. 340), which together can simulate 
everythiug that ice can cfl'cct. 

All about here, apjxjars to be the geological boundary, of 
the yellow and grey soft sjvndsloues, and of the soli, cre- 
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taceous limestones. At between five aiul six miles from 
Mnro, still going N. W., I remark traces of the great dis- 
location, still retaining (on the large scale) the same general 
N. W. and S. E. direction. I pass on the west great beds 
of yellow grey sandstone, soft, mouldering, and crumbly, 
and iuclined downwards to the valley bottom at the east 
side of the stream ; and on them limestone has rested more 
or less conformably, with their beds of clay or marls inter- 
posed. 

The limestone has slid in immense masses, upon the sub- 
jacent rockways, greased by these clays when wetted, and 
becoming dislocated, now lies in enormous slabs and mas.se,s, 
some of tlicm blocks of 60 and 80 feet long, and 10 or 15 
feet thick, half buried in the clays and slimy detritus, and 
gravel, all over the slope, for about a mile and a half up 
and down the valley, by nearly a mile wide of the slope, 
whose average angle may be about 12° or 14°, with a much 
stcc])cr talus where it approaches the river at the bottom. 
(Sketch No. 341.) 

Zannoni’s map, and still more the others, are all astray 
in this region, which is left quite a terra incognita. 

We now begin the ascent of Monte Cerreto, the last 
ridge separating this valley from that of Laviano. At the 
highest point of our path the barometer reads 27'15 inches, 
thermo. 30° Fahr. at IFIO Naples mean time, and the 
i-cduced level is 2645 2 feet above the sea. A keen north 
wind blows over the ridge, and is bitingly cold. East night 
it froze hard at Muro, down even to the level of the 
torrent. 

We have the yellow-grey sandstone, all the waj- over 
the ridge, and a long way down, into the new valley to the 
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eastward, where the white limestone again appears. We 
pass through a beautiful little gorge, flanked by precipices 
of this last rock, with the charming little uamcless stream 
below us, and I remark that this gorge also has a N. E. 
and S. W. general direction. We continue to descend 
rapidly for a long way, towards Laviano, and within a mile 
of the town, to the east of it, I find specimens of the white, 
cretaceous-looking limestone, with chloritic slate and ferru- 
ginous bands enclosed in it. All is again limestone now 
around me, and it bears, lithologicall}^ an uncommonly 
“ green sand” like character. 

Nothing that I had hitherto seen in the Southern Apen- 
nines equalled the savage grandeur, and, in many places, the 
great natural beauty of the scenery I have passed through 
between Monte Croce and Laviano, a region cajiable of 
well rewarding the prolonged visit, of cither geologist or 
artist. 
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LAVIA.no to VALVA liY THE KIO TEMPATE. 


liAviANo stands nearly at the head of the great valley, 
which now gradually opens downwards towards the west to 
Eholi and the sea, and upon the head waters of the Rio 
Tenipate, which, w inding round the base of Monte Ppagarino, 
whose large mass ri.«es to the west and X. 'SW, falls into the 
upper forks of the Safaris, below Calabrita. 

The town, a small and poor place, is placed upon the 
summit of an eminence of solid limestone, which rather 
crosses, in its greater length, the main general line of the 
valley, which is here very sinuous, though not abrupt in 
character, 

•'I’he mass of limestone uj)on which it is built is no more 
consistent than so much soft, sandy chalk. Close to the mass 
to the west and north is the junction of this cretaceous 
limestone with the beds of yellow-grey sandstone, which 
ai>pcar to overlie it, and whose strike here is X. W., and 
flip 35° from the vertical to the north and X. E. 

The eminence on which the town stands is steep, almost 
abrupt, stec{)cst and highest almve the valley bottom at the 
north and X. M'. sides, but nearly insulated to a considerable 
depth ujK)u the south and east, by a deej) ravine and small 
stream at the bottom. 
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At the bed of the Rio Tempate, immediately below the 
town, barom. reads 29‘00 inches, thermo. 43° Fahr., at ll lf), 

Naples mean time (26th February), and the reduced level is 
lOlO'S feet above the sea. At the mean level of the town 
on the top, at 10 a.m., barom. reads 28‘26 inches, thermo. 

41° FAhr., and the reduced level is 1627 feet above the sea. 

Laviano is,' therefore, rather more than 600 feet above the 
bottom of the valley under it, and about 1000 feet below 
the ridge of the Bosco della Cerreta. The monastery of 
Cappucini, perched upon a rock that seems hard Apennine 
limestone to the telescope, stands 150 to 200 feet above the 
town. It is said to have sullcred no injury. 

The people of Laviano, lus well as those of Calabrito, 
about six miles to the west, felt the shock with alarming • • 
distinctness ; but no injury was done to the buildings gene- 
rally, beyond some “piccolo Icsionc” in the walls, of wliicli 
there are a good many visible. The churches, of which 
there are two or three, have suffered no injury. 

I could find few of the fissured dwelling-houses, sufficiently 
distinctly fractured, or enough isolated, to obtain any results. 

From one of the largest, however, the palazzo of Signor A ntonio 
Durso (filio) Don Carmine, now let in miserable tenements, 

I got pretty good indications. Both external aud internal 
walls arc fissured : the building is three lofty stories above 
ground. In the upper floor, which, as is common, opens 
upon a roofed but open-fronted terrace overlooking the 
street, the west-end wall has gone out. It and the “spaul- 
ing off” of the plaster from the wall and ceilings under the 
beams of the ceiling of the floor above imlicate a movement 
from the south and east. 

The fissures of the west ([uoin, which arc open in tlie 
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north and south walls, 0‘53 inch, in 10 feet, and 0’36 in 
the same length, in the oast and west walls, indicate a wave- 
path of 32° to 34° W. of north, and from the S. E. The 
general slope of the large fissures here and in other parts 
of the edifice, (which is built of soft, badly put together, 
rubble limestone chiefly,) gives an angle of emergence 
from 21° to 28° 30'. 

The present owner of the house, was just going to bed at 
the time of the shock, and he brings me to his bedroom, 
and placing himself in the same position he then occupied, 
points out to me the exact direction in which he states he felt 
the second or undulatory movement, swaying him forward and 
back. The head of his bed stood against a north and south 
wall to the east, and he was standing with his back to the 
bed, or looking north, undressing himself at the north side of 
his bed, when he felt first the strong “ sussultatorio ” shock 
that seemed to lift him with the floor and throw him forward, 
at the same moment, and direct!}’ after he felt, several times 
repeated, an “oscillatorio” movement, that swayed him 
forward and back, to the N. N. W. and S. S. E., and the 
direction of which I found, as pointed out by him, was 
20° W. of north. Allowing for the impossibility of exactly 
observing and pointing out afterwards the direction of 
movement, this corroborates the determination from fissures. 
'I'hc priests at the church, however, declarwl their opinion 
to be that the movement had been exactly from soutli to 
north. They seemed, however, amongst the many here 
having no clear notions as to points of the compass. Both 
they and the persons at the Palazzo Carmine, as well as some 
of the people in the town, all agreed that the first move- 
ment was “sussultatorio” (they were not conscious of a 


Digitized by Google 


THE MYSTERIOUS UGIIT— THE SHOCK AND THE SOUND. 139 


second great shock), and that it was immediately followed 
by the oscillatory movement, which seemed nearlj' hori- 
zontal, and lasted some seconds, and died gradually away. 
It was the first movement that did the mischief, however. 
It made the beams of the floors, bend and creak, and dis- 
placed various articles of furniture, &c. They all heard the 
“ rombo,” which continued during the whole of the move- 
ment, or rather “seemed to lead it along,” and most of 
them thought it lasted after the movement was no longer clearly 
stmsible* It was a low, rolling rumble, like distant thunder. 
Several of the people here said, they felt giddy from the 
effect of the motion. They had heard of the unusual light 
on the night of the shock, and said the people of Calabrita 
and Caposele had seen it, at a great distance in the sky, to 
the south and S. E., but they had none of them seen it at 
Laviano. Had the shock been at all powerful here, Laviano 
must have been nearly destroyed, as secondary reflected 
waves of a formidable character must have reached it from 
the large mountain masses with which it is surrounded : 
Monte Marzano to the south, Spagarino to the N. W. and 
west, and the Serra Lunga, and Difesa di Castelnuovo to the 
north. The great valley depression, of the rivers Landro, 
Platano, and Bianco, and the upper stream of the Tanagro, 
lie between this whole valley, and the region within w'hich 
the centre of effort, (or point vertically above it,) must be 
situated, and no doubt to a great extent cutoff the progress 
of the wave, towards this place. The extreme chalky soft- 
ness of the rock upon which it is built, and the junction 

• This viewed as a fact is curiously illustrative of Mr. Karnshaw’s 
iiivosligations as to the velocity of impulses, in relation to the jx^wor 
of the originating pulse. 
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close below, with the overlying beds, hns also tended to its 
safety. 

From the summit of Laviano, I can sec distinctly Cala- 
brita, about six miles distant, situated ujKm a low, stumpy, 
jutting shoulder of the Scrra Lunga, facing the north, its 
own small valley, running generally cast and west, but 
extremely sinuous, and terminating the view with the lofty 
snow-clad summits of Monte Calvello. 

Calabrita does not, to the telescope, present a symptom 
of injury. The priests of Laviano say, the shock there, 
was felt from N. W. to S. K., or 45° W. of north. It 
bears 08° W. of nortli, from Laviano, and, com]mring this 
with Zaunoni’s map, gives the maguetic declination here, 
15° W. 


CHAPTER XLVH. 

VALVA TO OLIVETO. 


By miserably bad roads, and constantly descending, I 
approach Valva, the same crctaccous-looking limestone 
following all the way. None of the houses that I pass, 
present obvious traces of the earthquake : a few have 
fissures, but small. Within half a mile of Valva to the east, 
however, I pass a large house, in progress of repair, which 
had been much damaged, though nowhere overthrown. It 
stands almost exactly ordinal, is not far from square, two 
stories high, and two of its faces arc 43° E. of north. The 
fissures arc long and decisive, though fine and narrow, in 
walls but little perforated by apertures, and indicate a 
wave-path 25° 30' W. of north. The fi.ssures were not far 
removed from vertical. I therefore am disposed to believe 
that at this spot, some powerful secondary undid wave- 
point existed, to which the severe Assuring of this house was 
due, as, if produced by the direct wave, they must have 
shown a subnormal path, with appreciable emergence. I 
could not find any one to answer iii(|uiries on the spot. The 
reflected wave from Monte Spagarino, Marzano, and many 
other isolated masses, studding over, this region of sinuous 
valleys, must have given rise to great perplexity of 
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movement here, which, had the shock generally been 
more jwwerful, would have left complicated traces of its 
action most difficult to decipher. 

Valva stands nearly in the mid breadth of the vallcj', 
which, however sinuous, has so far had a general direction 
nearly east and west, but here is intersected by the larger 
and longer valley of the Salaris, which, before its junction 
with the Tanagro, runs nearly north and south, with many 
minor valleys, bringing its tributaries into the main river. 
The town of Valva, (a small place,) shows many old fissures 
of former earthquakes, but none of a measurable character 
from the recent one. The people whom I converse with, 
very generally state, that the direction in which they felt 
the great shock, was from the S. E. to the N. W., or a little 
more eastward of tliat, say 46° W. of north. 

From the brow at the west side of the town, a very 
extended prospect is obtained ; and I got several bearings 
for magnetic declination, which present very accordant 
results. 


By Compaas. 

Zonnoni’s Map. 

1 

Doclination. 

Calabrita boars . 

26° W, of north 

41° W. of north 

15° W. 

Coglietto „ . 

62° W. of north 

70° W. of north 

14° W. 

Senarebia „ . j 

76° W. of north 

92° W. of north 

10° W. 

Crest of Montel 
Polvoracchio > 

80° W. of north 

96° W. of north 

16° W. 

Oliveto „ . 

134° W. of north 

149° W. of north 

1 5° W. 

ContuTsi „ . 

149° W. of north 

166° W. of north 

16° W. 


Mean magnetic declination, 15° 20' West. 


The summits above Oliveto, probably those of Monte 
Negro, are hidden in clouds. 
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The ancient fissures at Valva, showed a wave-path that 
had produced them, not far from oast and west, dTrectiou 
indeterminate. 

A mile below Valva, at II Ponte Vecchio, on the level of 
the bed of the Salaris, the barometer reads 29’77 inches, 
thermo. 45° Fahr., at P30 Naples mean time ; and the re- 
duced level gives 309 feet above the sea. The course of 
the stream, from the Kio Tempate its head water, at 
Laviano, to II Ponte Vecchio, is al»ut eleven geographical 
miles, and the fall in this distance is 701 feet, or nearly 
64 feet per mile. 

I arrive at Oliveto. On entering the town, which, as 
usual, stands on an eminence, with an old ruined strong- 
hold above it, I pass a large old monastery of “ Zoccol- 
lante,” and in the east end, of the semi-octi^onal apse of the 
church, observe an ancient fissure, still open fully four inches 
at top, and forty feet in height : it indicates a west and east 
wave-path, in the shock that produced it. There are, how- 
ever, no signs of “ lesioni ” by the recent shock. All the 
towns along this valley, seem to have liecn preserved from 
the violence of the shock, as felt further south, b}’ having 
been cut off, from the more violently shaken country l>y 
the decftly cleft and long continuous valley of the river 
bearing the successive names from Muro downwards, of the 
Giacojio, the Platano, the Bianco, and the Tanagro, a united 
length of valley, not less than 26 geographical miles, before 
their confluence with the Salaris. 

The Padrone, with whom I dined here, gave the same 
account of the earthquake, as those at Laviano and Valva, 
and stated, that the usual impression at Oliveto was, that 
the direction of the great shock was from the S. E. to N. W. 
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He says, that at Senarchia and Calabrita the people felt it 
in the Suue direction. A ('arthusian monk, who is present; 
however, says that he had heard at (’alaljrita that it was 
felt there, rather more to the south of S. K. to N. W. (or, 
sa}' 44° W. of north). They heard the “roinho” at all 
these places ; a very long, low, rumbling, continuous sort of 
grating thunder. 

They had no information as to tlie e.xact time, and esti- 
mated tlie duration of the movement, commonly, at about 
half a minute. The second great shock, of an hour after 
the first, which was so disastrous, within the regions to the 
south and nearer the focus, seems to have been scarcely 
noticed here : many people, indeed, denied having felt 
it at all. The unusual light, was not here .seen, and even 
the popular news, of its having Itcen seen elsewhere, to 
the south and east and west, seems unknown. 

Between Oliveto and Contursi, along the bed of the 
Salaris, upon the east bank, there arc several copious 
springs of strong suljihureous water, issuant from the soft 
limestone rock. Tliey suggest the probability, that the tw^o 
nearly circular lakes further east — the lAigo di Palo and 
•►LagoJ’antone — may be extinct volcanic vents ; and that a 
more exact geological examination, might considerably 
extend the numlier of such lakes in these regions, l>cyond 
those of Amsauctus and Mouticchio. 
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ItKITRN ro i;i!OL! — THE OIRCLE (’OMPI.ETED. 

I LEAVE for Eboli, and after about nine miles of gentle 
descent, though with occasional ascents — the river in such 
points cutting through a deep bed — the grand range of 
mural precipices of Monte Alburno come once more to my 
view on the left, distinct and glorious with the rosy glow of 
the declining sun slanting upon the piled-up beds, and con- 
trasting vividly their colour, with that of the purple sea 
that closes the horizon. Scrvitello and Paglietta arc 
perched high amongst the crags also to ray left. I had not 
seen the sun for days, and I was just enabled to catf^h an 
observation of his disc at setting, over the horizon from a 
point of the road a mile from Eboli (February 2G), latitude 
north 40“ 35', longitude east 15“ 4'. 


Hour angle at time of observation, I 
5“ 60” fiaples mean time . . . 

O 

[ 82 

44 2.5-.S5 

Sim’s azimuth 

78 

4 West. 

Sun bears by compass .... 

88 

30 W. of north. 


186 

34 


180 

0 

Magnetic declination 

IS 

28 West, 


which sufficiently well confirms the results obtainetl to-day 
by intersections. 

At the point where this observation was made barometer 
reads 29'G4 inches, thermo. 48“ Fahr., at 5" 55” Naples mean 
time ; and the reduced level is 407'9 feet above the sea. I 
am here distant nearly two miles from the bed of the 
VOL. n. L 
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Salaris, at the lowest point of the valley, directly beneath, 
the fall down to which is between 200 and 300 feet by eye. 
The fall in the river bed has hence rapidly decreased, be- 
tween Oliveto and this, as the volume of its united watei*s 
have increased, which now roll past a great river. 

I arrive at Eboli once more, after a long and weary day’s 
ride, and having thus completed an entire circle round the 
earthquake focus. 

The night was clear and fine, and I arranged to have 
myself called up at midnight, after some sleep, to take an 
observation of the pole star, for correcting magnetic decli- 
nation, as a cheek upon the more than doubtful solar obser- 
vation made at Duchessa, on the outward journc 3 ^ 

The result, owing to enough wind acting on the legs of 
the theodolite, to disturb the image of the star, was less 
precise than I had hoped for. It gave 15° west as the 
magnetic decUnation. 

Within the last few weeks I had “roughed it” a good 
deal, and had known most of the small miseries of camp 
life in the wet and cold of winter. Yet such is the unde- 
finable charm, this sort of nomad adventure with an 
object clear in view, possesses, that tliis evening, while 
conscious that I had completed mj' circle of observation, and 
was about to return to the lights and fires of Naples, and of 
our so-called “ civilized life,” was almost the only one of 
sadness I had felt throughout my Journejdng, except when 
now and then in presence of suffering and wretchedness 
that I could neither relieve nor mitigate ; and I am afraid 
I received the congratulations of raj" host of the Da Vozzi 
upon my anticipated return to “ society ” in a less courtly 
manner than they de.servcd. 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 

LA CAVA HACK TO NAPLES — THE RECORDS OF THE 
MARINE OBSERVATORY. 

I PUSHED on rapidly next morning over my former road 
(a.s there seemetl no sufficient object for entangling myself 
in the labyrinth of hills to the N. E., where it was certain 
the earthquake had produced little decisive eft'ects), for La 
Cava, and thence back to Naples by rail. 

At Naples I compared my barometer with that at the 
Osservatorio Reale di Marina, and obtained the recoitls 
of the barometric daily observations, as well as those of 
temperature, kept there, for the period corresponding to 
my journey in the interior; as also those for a consider- 
able period preceding the earthquake. I learned from the 
zealous and intelligent director, II Capitano di Marina 
Patrelli, that the clock belonging to the self-acting ane- 
mometer of the Observatory had been stopped by the shock 
of the IGth December. The pendulum vibrates quarter 
seconds, and in a plane 110° W. of north. 

The connection of the pendulum with the clock movement 
was such as insured its stopping by a small motion transverse 
to the plane of vibration, but the bob touched nothing in the 
case. They had, unfortunately, not observed carefully the 
time of stoppage, before setting the clock again going. 

I collected at Naples, in the very few book-shops to be 

L 2 
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found there, a number of interesting and, in England, rare 
books and pamphlets, on the subject of earthipiakes in the 
south of Italy, and having received by telegram through 
Rome, the authority of the Royal Society, to obtain photo- 
graphs of the more important points visited by me in the 
earthquake country, I arranged for the production of the 
chief part of those which arc intercalated with this Report, 
and the others which arc referred to throughout by (Coll. 
Roy. Soc.), i.e., as to be found in the Library of the Royal 
Society. These were produced by a resident French 
photographer at Naples, Monsieur Grcllier, to whom I 
gave in MS. an itinerary, and descriptive catalogue with 
sketches, to direct him to locality, object, &c. The work 
wa.s artistically, well jierformed by him, but somewhat 
unfaithfully, several objects and views agreed for, having 
been left undone, in places of more than usual difficulty of 
access ; and, after great delay beyond the specified time for 
delivery, the whole of the views were sent to England, with 
the catalogue stipulated for it is true, but without any 
corresponding marks upon the photographs, by which iden- 
tification by me, became wholly a tax upon memorj’, and 
involved great loss of time in completion. 

When waiting again upon the Minister of the Interior, to 
thank the (late) Neapolitan Government for the assistance 
I had received in my expedition, I submitted, through the 
proper functionary, two letters, one ujx>n the establishment 
of bench marks, as to level of the land at Naples (Appendix 
No. 4), and the other on the work of restoration, of the 
ruined towns in the earthquake region. I have stated, in a 
former paragraph, the views of this despotism, as to the 
reception of these documents. 
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CHAPTER L. 

BACK TO NAPLES — VESUVIUS — JOURNEY OF OBSERVATION 
TO ROME THROUGH THE PONTINE MARSHES. 

While waiting for my passport, I ascended Vesuvius, and 
examined with some care the courses of several of tlie 
ancient and the very recent lava currents, with a view to 
the theory of their movements. 

At Resina and Vesuvius, I found that the town of 
Ottajano, had suffered considerable fi.«suring, (more, I was 
informed, than Nola) ; and that the shocks had been felt in 
two different directions, crossing each other — the one the 
same as at Naples and all about here, viz., nearly south to 
north ; and the other in the direction pointing to Vesuvius, 
or, as they said, the shock “came from Vesuvius.'’ This 
would be a wave-path nearly 40° E. of north, and would 
apjx'ar to be a secondary wave jiropagatcd from Vesuvius 
by the oscillation of the inonntain as a mass, from the effect 
of the jiriraaiy shock acting on it south to north, and end- 
ing in gyratory oscillation of the cone, transmitted to its 
ba.se around. It might, however also, be a rcllccted wave, 
from the direct wave, of low intensity, reaching Vesuvius 
and the plain to the east and S. E. of it, immediately from 
the focus, in a direct line. 

Finding that the earthquake was stated to have been felt 
along the coiist, northward ami westwanl, as far as Terua- 
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cina, and probably farther, it apfioared desirable to endea- 
vour to observe the progi-ess of its becoming insensible in 
those directions, and of the effecLs, of the Pontine Marsh 
district, upon its progress beyond. I tlierefore prepared to 
return to England by Civita Vecchia, in place of by steamer 
direct from Naples ; observing the extinct volcanic coun- 
try south of Rome also by the way. 

The railway carried me to Capua, where the shock was 
sharply felt, but no mischief done ; nor could I observe or 
hear, of any fissures having been produced, nor articles of 
furniture noticed to have been disturbed. No noise was 
heard, nor anj'^ other unusual phenomena, beyond the one 
movement, which lasted several seconds, and was described 
as a succession of short horizontal undulations, in a direction 
about north and south. Some of the officers at the railway 
station said, it was reported that some injury had been done 
to the lofty aqueduct of Madalone, a structure of limestone 
a.shlar, carrying water to Caserta Palace, over three tiers of 
semicircular arches, and nearly 200 feet in height. Its 
great elevation, and its direction in length being nearly 
transverse to the wave-path here, I thought it worth while 
to go out to examine it ; but it did not present a single 
symptom of cartlupiakc effect. The guard of troops on the 
spot had been changed since December, and those on duty 
could give no information. 

At Madalone the account given me by the country 
people was much the same as at Capua ; and at the 
Locanda there, they said that the earthquake had been felt 
at Aversa and Acerra just the same as at Madalone and at 
Caserta, but that at Nola and Avellino, they understood, 
it had been more severe, but no serious injury, if any, done. 
At Pie di Monte, close under the great mountain knot of 
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Monte Matesc, to the southward of the chain, they said they 
understood the shock had been felt very sharply, much 
more so than with them, which is what might be expected. 
It had been felt in Molise, to beyond Campobasso. 

Whatever w’ave impulse may have been transmitted, from 
Naples and the south side of the bay, northwards and 
diverging east and west, into the great plain of the Terra di 
Lavoro, was in condition to become very rapidly extin- 
guished. The great plain itself consists, of a vast hetero- 
geneous deposit of level and loose volcanic materials, 
chiefly tufa, yellow and brown, and becoming dark grey 
and very ancient, at the north and west sides, with great 
beds of lapilli, and covering over in many places, travertine, 
and lava streams or outburets, several of which may be 
seen cut through, in roads or opened for quarries. These 
deposits, surrounded to the N. E. and south by steep lime- 
stone hills, branches of which penetrate into the plain in 
various directions, lap against their bases, and wind in and 
out amongst their hollows, like an earthy sea, always abut- 
ting close upon the roots of the hills, but never rising upon 
their slopes, but like an irregular stone trough tilled in level 
with dry sand. And the earth wave appcai-s here to have 
been transmitted from the limestone range to the south of 
Naples Bay, through the deep bottom of the trough, and 
shaken the limestone edges of it to the north and east, very 
perceptibly more, than the loose dry tilling within it, or 
anything that rested thereon. 

Thus I found, in going northwai-d at Sesse, which stands 
uiwn part of the great limestone spur, that comes down 
in a S. W. direction nearly to the coast at Mondragone, and 
terminates with Monte Massico, that all these towns and 
hamlets had been (so far as I could judge by the descript ion 
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given licre), a good deal more violently shaken, than those 
twenty miles to the south uikiii the tufa ; but from Naples 
northward, there are unfortunately no actual traces of the 
shock, and I am thenceforth obliged therefore to resort 
merely to cross-examination, and testimony far from satis- 
factory. 

At Sesse, they said, the shock had been sharp enough to 
awaken all the people, there and at Corbara, a little village 
ojiposite. 

tresse stands on the S. E. flank (percht>d on rock) of a 
very deep and abrupt cliff, that comes down for some miles 
in a N. N. E. direction, and through which the llivo Travata 
comes down, to join the Garigliano. 

Leaving Sesse, we come in upon another great basin 
plain, of volcanic fdling, with the large stream of the Gari- 
gliano flowing through it, and lose sight of the limestone, 
until passing under Trajetto, and Castro Onorato, which 
aj)pear by the telescope to be on limestone brows. In 
crossing this plain I lost all trace of the earthquake ; no one 
apjjeared to have felt it, (these perched towns I could nut 
reach) ; and so it was, until arriving at Mola da Gacta, on 
the coast, and close under the rather lofty hills of Monte Cas- 
tcllone and Suvoreta, the southern terminations of the next 
great knot of mountains, that sj)readsout towards the S. W’., 
and here covers a large tract between this place (Mola), 
Pontccorvo on the north and east, and Fondi on the north 
and w’est, or almut ten geographical miles by eight. 

At Mola the shock was distinctly felt by great numbers, 
but not by every one ; many pereons, although awake and 
tlressed, as well iis many others asleep, were unconscious of 
it, by sensation. Mola, though close to rock, stands upon 
detrital material, which is cut into by small streams going 
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down to the seashore to a depth of 30 or 40 feet ; the 
shore being of rounded limestone pebbles, and singularly 
destitute of either animal or vegetable marine life. At the 
royal palace, or rather fortification at the opposite side 
(west) of the gulf, they had felt the shock, but it had pro- 
duced as little alarm as here. 

Itry lies about four miles northward, in the heart of the 
mountain mass, on the west side of the small stream. Aqua 
di Conca, that comes down south, to within a mile or so of 
Mola, passing beneath the spot where tradition says, Cicero 
died by the sword of the Centurion. Such of the people 
of this ignorant and wretched place, as I met with, seemed 
to know nothing of the earthquake. The road then rises 
rapidly over a low ridge, and a dreary descent of about nine 
miles further to the N. N. W., brought me to Fondi, which 
is at the base of the limestone, but at the head of another 
great basin plain, of deep marshy alluvium, not volcanic 
apparently, and resting on limestone beneath. 

At Fondi I fell into conversation with the old Padre of the 
parish, who told me that there, most people had felt the shock, 
but not every one ; he himself did : he was up and reading, 
lie felt it as a sort of tremulous, forward and backward, gentle 
oscillation, most powerful at or near the end, but could not 
tell how long it lasted, or in what azimuth it moved ; he 
was not conscious of any noise, nor had he heard of any 
such having been heal’d by others. 

This old gentleman confidently attributed the small effects 
of the earthquake at Fondi, and its universal immunity 
from such calamities, to “ the abundance of springs about 
it,” that come from cavernous fissure.s, &c., in the limestone 
above and to the oast of the town — a superstition, upon 
whatever based, that I found was popularly and widely 
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diffused further south, has thus descended from early 
lioman days, as classical men will rcmendier. 

At Portclla, on the frontier line, the Custom-house officer 
said they did not feel the shock ; they were, however, asleep 
and in bed. It lies on the nearly naked limestone, of the 
steep east slope of Monte del Guardia, and but little above 
the level of the great plain and swamp iake, of Fondi. 
This side of the plain, is lamnded by the third great moun- 
tain spur that comes down to the coast, at Tcrracina, ter- 
minating with Monte Kotundo and Paliarolo, close to the 
N. E. of the town, which stands ufxm the deep alluvium at 
the sea level, and at that of the great Pontine swamp, 
strek'hing hence far to the north, and with the continuation 
of this mountain spur, widened into a mountain knot, run- 
ning parallel and bounding it, on the cast side. 

At Tcrracina, the clerics at the grand old cathedral told 
me, the shock had been quite unnoticed in the town, which 
stands upon the plain, on deep alluvium, though close at tlie 
foot of the spur of limestone mountains, one ridge of which 
comes down in an almost unbroken range, in a direction 
from N. N. E. to S. S. for several miles, and ends with 
an abrupt mass overhanging the town and sea ; but by 
those who dwelt “in the mountain” they said the shock 
had been distinctlj' felt, though not universally. At 
Spcrlonga, at the opposite side of the roadstead, upon tlie 
shore, and on the limestone of the last mountain mass passed 
by me, viz., that to the east side of the plain of Fondi, they 
told me the shock had been very sharply felt — enough so to 
pnxluce alarm. 

On looking back at Sperlonga with the telescope, distant 
about eight miles, it appears to lie, on the free-lying sur- 
face of considerable hills of limestone, rising to the north 
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and east of the town ; but there is nothing revealed above 
the surface of the sea, nor anything apparent, except dif- 
ference of distance, to account for the difference in motion, 
there, and at Terracina, and the latter does not appear to 
stand, five miles north of Sperlonga at most 

I scanned Sperlonga from the ruins of Theodoric’s Palace, 
on the limestone heights, above Terracina ; there, if any- 
where, fissures or displacements might have been found. 
I looked for any evidence of earthquake effects, however, 
in vain. 

At Trcponii, in the middle of the Pontine Marsh plain, 
along the Appian Way, and about twenty miles north and 
west of Terracina, the people said they had been unconscious 
of the shock, but that it had been felt pretty distinctly, 
at Piperno, at Sezze, and at Sermoiieta, places standing 
rather high, upon limestone, in the mountain range to the 
eastward of the marshes, all which squares with the infor- 
mation at Terracina. 

At Cisterna, also, close to the Appian Way, and upon the 
deep alluvium of the marshes, and about thirty miles from 
Ten-acina, all trace of the earthtiuake was finally lost : the 
people had neither felt it themselves, nor heard anything 
about it from the neighbourhood, and only knew of its 
occurrence, from Vetturini, from Naples, &c. ; and this con- 
tinued to be the case, through Velletri and Albano, to Rome. 

I reached the “ mother of empires ” late in the evening, 
which was intensely cold and windy, and after a very 
fatiguing day’s walking and hammering, amongst the extinct 
volcanic crater lakes and deposits in the interesting country 
to the south of the city. 
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ROME. 


The next day, I wa.s prostrated by fever aud pleurisy, by 
' cold eaught in e.xaminiiig the extinet volcanic tract between 
Velletri and Rome, where I was delayed thus a fortnight, 
and was able to make but few inquiries, before leaving by 
the first Marseilles steamer after my recovery, as to the 
distance and extent to which the shock had been felt, in 
the Roman states far away to the eastward, and towards 
the Adriatic shore. 

At the Collegio Romano I found, on visiting the Padre 
Secchi, the able aud active astronomer, that he had rca.son 
to believe that the shock had been imtrwnentally sensible, 
even as far as Rome. 

He has at work at the college, a self-registering barometer, 
the principle of construction of which is based, u])on the 
large iron tube of the instrument being balanced, its lower 
end dipj)ing into a fixed cistern of mercury. The rise 
and fall of the whole tube, tis its balance is disturbed by 
change of pressure, acts upon the registration a])paratus, 
marking upon a Ijand of ruled paper, moved by the clock. 
Almost at the instaiU of the occurrence of tlie shock, allow- 
ance being made for the dilTerence of times at the two cities 
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(Naples and Eoine), a remarkable and unprecedented 
disturbance, occurred in the curve of registration, on the 
night of the 16th December, indicating a sudden jar or 
tremor, communicated to the whole system ; nothing similar 
to it, was presented by the register-cards, when examined 
for many months previous. 

The singular and unaccountable circumstance, however, 
is the want of sufficient time for the wave transit, between 
the origin south of Naples, and Rome, if we assume the 
disturbance here, to have been due to the first great shock, 
as felt at and around the origin. 

No doubt rested on Padre Secchi’s mind, as to the cor- 
rectness of the local time of the barometer clock, and we 
are compelled to assume, that this perturbation of the 
instrument arose, from some unknown local cause riot 
seismic, which is, under the circumstances, highly im- 
probable, or that it was due to the first great Naples 
shock, an error occurring in the observation as to the time 
at Rome, or that it arose from the deep propagation, of a 
previous or premonitory shock, delivered a few seconds 
before the first great one, perceived at the Naples origin, 
and around it. I am disposed to adopt the second of these 
probabilities. 

In observing several of the remains of edifices of ancient 
Rome, with my eye fresh from the constant detection, and 
educated by the remarking of earthquake effects, it was 
interesting to me, to be able to distinguish in many places, 
the rents and fractures that had been made, by the tre- 
mendous earthquakes that desolated the city and Cam- 
pagna, between the fourth and nintli centuries of our era. 

This Ls peculiarly striking, in some of the great rents in 
the Coliseum, and in the fractures of the marble shafts of 
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SPOUAUIC SHOOKS CLOSE BEFORE 


the coliiinns of the Forum ; the forim of which latter prove, 
that they were overthrown, not by Gothic hands, but liy 
earthquake impulst'. 

In connection with Padre Secchi’s observation, it may 
be well to notice here, the several minor shocks, which 
have been noticed and recorded as occurring, very nearly 
previous or subsequent to, the great shock of ICth December. 
Many others must, no doubt, have taken place, and had there 
been means to observe them would have been recorded. 


Duto. 

Time (Fraitkish). 

Occurrence of Shi>ck. 

18.->7. 



December 7 

7-30 A.M. 

At Potenza, a report from Insnoatli like 
the explosion of a mine, and a slight 
shock. 



The (freat Bhwk. 

„ lit 

0 and 10 a.m. 

At Salerno, a hairnless shock. 

.. 21 

•• 

l*p to this dato occasionally felt, with 
iniuiy at Lago Negro, 

„ 23 


At Halvano, a slight uhook. 

„ 23 

6 P.M. , 

At Saponara, two heav}’^ reports, with 
interval of 30 seconds. 

„ 26 

3 and G A.M, 

At Monteraurro, strong shfK'ks, which 
levelled remains of buildings. 

„ 26 

3 A.V. 

At Yi^iano, a powerful shock. 

„ 28 

9 P.M. 

At La Sala, several shrieks, each 10 to 
12 seconds, followed by tremors less 
intense. 

„ 29 

6 and 7‘30 P.M. 

At La Sala, same as day previous. 

„ 29 

6-45 P.M. 

At Potenza, a strong shock, and several 
minor ones aftenvards. 

isr>8. 



Jan. and Feb. 


The occurrence of many minor shocks 
was reported, from Salerno, Potenza, 
the central region generally, and 
Naples, but none precise, or abso- 
lutely reliable. 

March 6 

During night 

At Lago Negro, three prolonged but 
harmless shocks. 

.. t 

3 P.M. and at 
8 P.M. 

At Lago Negro, two shocka, much 
more severe than on the preceding 
day, lasting 9 or 10 seconds each. 


2-50 P.M. 

At S^omo. 

, 8 

5 P.M. 

At Lago Negro, and at Montemiirro. 
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AND AFTER THE GREAT ONE OF DECEMRER. 
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Date. 

Time (Frankish). 

Occurrence of Shock. 

1858. 



March 8 

At 12 to 1 1 

At Salerno. All the shocks between 


midnight ' 

1 

the 7th and 8th were felt at Potenza, 
at Trarantola — which they greatly 
further injured — at Montemurro, at 
Vibonati, and at Sapri. 

„ 13 


At Rodi, province of (.’apitanata. 

„ 17 

1 

At Potenza, and elsewhere in the pro- 
vince of Capitanata, the earth was 
said to have trembled almost inces- 
santly. 

23 

IOa.u. and 2 p.m. 

1 

At I'otenza, the first slight — three or 
1 four at the latter hour more severe. 

„ 23 

2 P.M. 

At La Sala(Valdi Diano), four shocks, 
all harmless. 

April 8 

5-15 & 7-30 A.M. 

At I’alrai. sharp aubsultatory shocks. 

.. 10 

8, !), and 10 A.M.I 

At Hoggio, three shocks. 


My record does not extend beyond the last given date, 
but letters from private friends resident in the Neaiwlitau 
kingdom inform me, that such occasional shocks continued 
sporadically to be reported, even up to the month of May, 
in 1859. Those given, sufDciently indicate, that which is 
the general fact, in all earthquake regions, that, w^hen once 
the state of soismical repose is i>owcrfully broken, it is only 
resumed through a long-continued succession of these abor- 
tive and decreasing transitory commotions. The general 
tendency of the preceding table is also to indicate, that 
after the great shock of December, 1857, some subor- 
dinate centre or centres of activity, further south than the 
focus of the first, came on to a sort of expiring activity. 
To this sort of fact, apparently, Humboldt points in ‘ Cos- 
mos,’ when ho says, that in South America, the tendency 
of earthquake activity, is continually to enlarge its circle 
of action round a given focus. 
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NEAPOUTAN STATISTICS — SUPFACE — POPULATION — 
KILLED WOUNDED — LOSS OP PKOPEKTY. 


The following tables of the superficial areas and population, 
of the Neapolitan kingdom, are the latest supplied by the 
(late) Naples government, and are returns for ISoO: — 


Provinco. 

Area. 

Population. 1 

Abmzza Citeriore 

940 

312,399 1 

„ Ultra 1 

935 

229,728 

Ultra 2 

1,905 

329,131 

^ Bari 

1,783 

497,432 

: Basilicata 

3,134 

501 ,222 

Calabria Citra 

1 ,980 

435,811 

„ Ultra 1 

1,859 

319,662 

„ Ultra 2 

1,560 

381,147 

Capitanata 

2,205 

318,415 

Terra di Lavoro 

1,885 

752,012 

1 Naples 

288 

822,142 

Otranto 

2,171 

409,000 

Prinoipato Citra 

1,710 

558,809 

„ Ultra 

1 ,064 

383,414 

1 Molise, or Sannio 

1,344 

360,549 

1 Totals 

24,503 
geographical 
square miles. 

6,610,873 

total 

population. 
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The populations of the chief cities are thus stated : — 


Naples city, in 

1851 . 

. 416,475 

Bari city. 

1850 . 

. 27,297 

Potenza 

» • * 

. 12,362 

Salerno 

>» * 

. 18,892 

Coscuza 

»» • • 

. 13,847 

Foggia 

» • * 

. 24,058 

Caserta 

« • 

. 25,780 


The following tables contain all the exact information 
that I was able to obtain, as to the damage and loss of life, 
or personal injury ; they are defective of a large portion of 
the shaken country : — 

Sysoprio Tablb of the greater Disasters of the Earthquake in the 
Distriot of Sala. 


Commono. 



lallcn. 

fatlinf;. 

I’olla 

1,.T00 

335 

Atena ,, 

932 

812 

Aiiletta 

186 

310 

(zaggiano 

43 

50 

St, Arsenio 

121 

. 526 

St. Pietro 

187 

374 

1 Padilla 

171 

50 

1 Montesano 

140 

100 

1 Iza Sala 

38 

26 

Diano 

19 

62 

Pertosa 

176 

133 

Totals 

3,313 

2,786 


Tlic damage done to buildings embraced in this return 
was estimated* at 18G6 dueats in the government return, a 
sum obviously not onc-twcutieth of the actual loss. 

Except in the case of Signor Ajosso, the Inteudente of 
Salerno, I found obstacles thrown in the way of giving me 
returns of the number of persons killed and wounded ; and 
• No doubt according to order. 

VOL. II. M 
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THE KILLED AND WOUNDED. 


the following tables, which were the whole I could obtain, 
do not embrace the whole area of disturbance, but reach 
over the larger and most important parts of it : — 


Keturn of tho Killed and Wounded, of tho Communes of the Province 
of Basilicata. 


Cummune. 

1 Fopulution. 

[ Dead. 

1 

Wounded. 

Potenza 

12,511 

22 

! 

Vignnla 

5,259 

6 


Pieemo 

4,7fi9 

26 

9 

Tito 

! 4,939 

257 


Victri di Potcnza 

3,425 

1 


Balvano 

4,229 


1 

Bricuza 

5,350 

151 

30 

I’ielrafessa 

2,807 

4 

,, 

St. Angolo le Fratto 

1,644 

63 

22 

SOSKO 

2,780 

4 

1 

CalvoUo 

5,829 

99 

40 

Aozi 

4,053 

1 


Abriola 

3,414 

1 

3 

Marsico Nnovo 

7,. 528 

89 


Patemo 

2,500 

122 


Viggitino 

0,634 

800 

200 

Munuco Vetor© 

3,403 

; 90 

, . 

Sapouara 

4,010 

1 2,000 

70 

Tramutola 

4,538 

177 

52 

Montomurro 

7,002 

6,000 

500 

Gallicliio 

1,296 

16 

98 

MisKanollo 

1,084 

14 

60 

Armento 

3,. 5.53 

31 

37 

Spinosa 

2,939 

45 

35 

Laiirenzana 

7,665 

7 

8 

Corloto 

5,227 

12 1 

42 

Gnardia 

1,982 


53 

Cancellara 

3,004 

1 85 

1 

Total in tho Potcnza District .. 

123,464 

I 9,123 ' 

1,063 

Piatioci .. .. 

Ferrandina 

Salandra 

Craco 

Gorgoglione 

Aliano ed Aliancllo 

Grassano 

Monte Peloso 

Total in tho Matera District .. 

7,, 569 
6,353 
2,720 
1,908 
1,723 
1 ,864 
5,372 
5,965 

2 

1 

3 

4 

50 

1 

2 

1 3 

3 

4 
28 

1 

1 

.33,464 

61 1 

42 
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Hctum of the Killed and Wounded, &c.~~conti:\iutl. 


Cummuno. , 

Population. | 

Dead. 

Wounded. 

Molfi .. 

9,274 I 

1 


Bariello 

4,905 1 

2 

1 

Total in the Melfi District 

14,179 1 

i 

3 1 

1 

Maratea 

7,076 

1 

1 

Castel Saraceno 

3,123 

127 

1.38 

Oarboni 

2,318 

39 

19 

Sarconi ' 

1,244 

32 

4 

Turso 

3,510 

1 


St. Chirico Raparo 

3,351 

5 


Senise i 

4,566 

1 

4 

St. Martino 

1,623 

6 

23 

St. Archangelo 

3,9.50 

96 

17 

Castronuovo ’ 

3,012 

11 

5 

Iloccanuva 

1,940 

83 

27 

Total for the Lago Negro District 

35,713 

402 

237 


SUMMARY. 


1 

Potonza District | 

1 ' 

1 123,464 1 

f 

I 9,123 

1,063 

Matora ,, 

33,464 

61 

42 

Mfie ! 

14,179 

3 

1 

Lago Negro „ 

35,713 

402 

237 

Totals for tho Province of Basi-l 
licata Jj 

206,820 

9,589 

1 

1,343 


It will be observed, that these returns only refer to 
towns, in which personal injury or death occurred in each 
district, and hence convey but a very imperfect notion of 
the entire amount of injury of every sort inflicted. 

If we take the total population of the towns of Basilicata 
in the preceding return at 207,000, and the combined deaths 
and injuries at 1 1,000, we have one inhabitant in every 
18'82, or about 1 in 19 killed or wounded by the disaster; 

M 2 
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ESTIMATE OF THE TOTAI, DEATHS. 


or, ooiiriuiiig the calculation to tbe deaths only, we have 
1 in every 21 ‘5 of the population destroyed. 

Tho.se returns, however, only referred to the towns. 
The mortality and injuries in solitary houses and small 
outlj'ing hamlets, seem never to have lieen collected, 
and the ixilicy of government was in every case, syste- 
matieally to underrate the destruction of life and pro- 
perh'. 

The population embraced in the preceding returns is not 
one-half that of the province of Basilicata alone. It is 
quite probable, therefore, that the total number of deaths 
alone exceeded 10,000, and that the number lamed or 
injured was above 2,000. 

The total of both has been estimated, upon plausible 
grounds, as high as 19,000. I believe the numbers 
above given, however, are mucli nearer the truth. An 
appalling mass of human misery, almost the whole of 
which was preventable by the exercise of proper care in 
choice of the methods of construction of the houses in the 
earthquake region, and future repetitious of which might 
thus be completely avoided. 
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CHAPTER LIIl. 

MKTEOliOLOUY AND ITS RELATIONS TO EAKTHOUAKE. 


The meteorological records of the Royal Marine Observa- 
toiy at Naples, which arc kept in a style that would do credit 
to any such establishment in the world, were furnished to me 
by the Director, It Capitano Patrclli, of tlie (late) Neapolitan 
navy, for the years 1848 to the end of February, 1858. 
It would be useless to present, in fxtenso, this vast mass of 
observation. I have extracted from it, in the following 
synoptic table, the barometric, thcrmomctric, and lye- 
tometric, meusual means, from 1853 to February, 1858, 
inclusive, viz., up to the date of my leaving Naples. The 
data thus given are sufficient to show that there is no obvious 
connection between the meteorological conditions of sea.son 
and weather, whether preceding, contemporaneous, or suc- 
ceeding, and the occurrence of the earthquake, except pro- 
bably in respect to the rainfall for the lime preccnling. It 
is observable that the month of the shock (December, 
1857), has a mean barometric pressure of 10-76 inches 
ahovf the mean for the same month in the preceding four 
years, and that the total rainfall, for the month of shock and 
that preceding, taken togctlier, is greatly below the mean of 
Novemljcr and December, for the preceding four years. 
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SvNomc Meteoroixksical Table, from the Records of the Royal Jlarine Observatory, Naples, giving the Mcnsnal Means, 
at 9 A.M., for Barometer, ITiermometer, and Hyetometer, for the Years 1853, 1854, 1855, 1856, and 1857, being that 
of the Earthquake, and of the four years preceding, \vith January and February of 1858. 
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PERTUUDATION OF RAINFALL 


The latter givinga mean of 158‘17 in. m”., against G9'20 m.m”. 
in 1857, or a rainfall, for the month and month before the 
shock, of 88-97 m-m”. below the average (less than one- 
half) of the four years anterior ; and this is not compen- 
sated by the rainfall of the first two months of 1858, 
although that for February is above the preceding four years’ 
means, and so shows a tendency towards compensation. 

The mean temperatures of November and December, 
1857, are very near those of the preceding years. 

At first sight, this large increment of mean pressure, and 
deficiency of rain, might induce the su]iposition that the 
perturbations are, in some way, directly connected, in the 
relation of cause and effect, with the earthquake ; and a 
more careful discussion of the table leads to the conclusion 
that such a relation really may exist. On the 12 th Oc- 
tober, 1858, a shock of earthquake was experienced at the 
Marine Observatorj', which is recorded by the director in 
the table for that month and year. It was suflScient in 
power to stop one of the clocks, and the direction of wave- 
transit is stated to have been in a path from W. N.W. to 
E. N. E., but was most probably in the contrarj^ direction. 
The precise meteorological conditions were observed imme- 
diately after the shock, which occurred at 1'' 58" a.m. 
Naples mean time, and are given ; but present nothing 
remarkable as to the epoch of occurrence. 

If we examine the annual means of rain, however, we 
shall find that these earthquake years, 1850, 1857, present 
a decisive deficiency. 

The mean of the rainfall for the years 1853, 1854, 1855, 
is= 1070-4 m.iu'. The rainfall for 1850 is but 880 9 m.ni'., 
and for 1857 but 982-0 nun''., or nearly oiu'-JiJVi below the 
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average on each year. If we take the rainfall upon the 
last six months, July to December inclusive, of the five 
years, reduced to the mean for a month, we find a large 
falling off for the last three years ; thus — 

Millimetre*. 

1853 . 94'32 mean fall per 

mouth. 

1854 . 105-44 

1855 . 64-13 

Earthquake in October, 1856 . 77-47 „ 

„ December, 1857 . 74-05 „ 

But if we look at the table, we shall see that the de- 
ficiency prior to the shock of October, 1856, was still more 
remarkable ; for during the four preceding months up to 
the 1st of October, 1856, only 95'9 inches of rain fell 
altogetlier, and there was none at all in June. The last 
six mouths of 1857 were actually dryer than those of 
1856, in the ratio of 74 to 77J; and if we compare the 
total rainfall of 18 months, from 1st July, 1856, to the end 
of 1857, with that for the corresjwnding 18 months, 
1st July, 1853, to the 'end of 1854, we find the numbers 
are — 

iDcbea. 

Eighteen months ending December, 1854 = 1563-67 
„ „ 1857 = 1447-45 

Difference . . 116-22 

Again, in 1857, November and December were both 
unusually dr 3 ', but the latter month, which is that of our 
earthquake, unprecedentedly so; the rainfall for this mouth 
only being for the live years — 
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SUGGESTED EXPLANATION 


1853 . 


. 


Inches. 

270-40 

1854 . 




141-90 

1855 . 




90-20 

1850 . 




186-25 

1857 . 




11-30 


or, as compared with the mean for the month of tlie pre- 
ceding four jears, only as IT.'? inches to 172-19 inches, or 
less than one-fifteenth of the usual quantity. 

Admitting, a.s we must, the identitj* of the explosive power 
at the vent of volcanic action, and of the originating force 
to which earthquake impulse is due, and that both (through 
whatsoever intermediate train of action) act immediately, 
by the development into steam, of water finding its way 
below the surface, and taking full account, for the ira- 
jxirtant part that sea water undoulitcdly plays, in such 
percolation and evaporation ; still as we have proof un- 
deniable, that fresh w'ater (that of rain and snow, &c.) 
finds its way thousands of feet below the surface of every 
portion nearly of the world’s dry land, wc may be pre- 
pared to receive as highly probable, that seismic activity 
within limited distances from active volcanic vents may 
be more or less influenced by the supply of rain pene- 
trating to the heated foci beneath the surface. Whatever 
be the source or mode of reaction, from which the sujipl)' of 
heat there, may be derived, the temperature at any given 
point is kept down, in proportion to the volume of water 
evaporated and discharged as steam, at volcanic vents, 
solfatare, &c., or in a liquid state by hot springs ; the 
cnonnous absorption of heat becoming latent in the steam, 
being, in fact, the grand cooling agent. Under given cir- 
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cumstances of volcanic action, therefore, as respects the 
supply of heat, the energy, of explosive or impulsive or 
seismic action, is a question of limits as regards the supply 
of water. If there be no water, there is no supply of steam ; 
if the supply of water be unlimited or excessive, the tem- 
perature is grcatlj' reduced, enormous volumes of vapour, 
may be evolved, but the tension is small. At some de- 
terminate and intermediate rate of supply, the volume and 
tension together, in a given time, must be a maximum, and 
at that rate of supply, the impulsive energy, whether at the 
open volcano’s mouth, or closed over and covered, as in the 
earthquake, will be most violent. 

We may, therefore, well conceive it probable, that a large 
reduction in the supply of rain, especialh' when falling over 
a highly porous, loose, and fissured country, such as South 
Italy is, may sensibly increase seismic action beneath, by 
permitting the temiierature of the pyrigenous “ couches,” to 
rise, and the tension of the steam, whether pent up or 
escaping in regimen, at neighbouring volcanic vents, to rise 
in proportion. 

The anterior duration of drought at the surface, necessary 
to produce this effect to its greatest extent, would depend 
largely upon local conditions, chiefly geognostic. Under 
given circumstances, of rock formation, &c., a particle of 
water penetrating at the surface, takes a determinate time 
to reach the depth of the igneous foci — greater as the depth 
is so — and as the filtration is performed through finer 
channels, and through deeper beds of material, surcharged 
with water. Such surcharged beds, are the immediate maga- 
zine of supply for evaporation, they measure the capacity 
of “ the Iwilcr” — and if the ” feed-water ” from the surface, 
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HOW MOllIKlKl) IN VERY IHtY COUNTRIES. 


be cut off by drought, the larger such cajiacity, the longer 
Ijcfore, by the reduced supply of water, the tension of the 
steam shall arrive at its maximum. It may be a period of 
many months, or only one of a few days, or it may be 
insensible altogether, if nullified by a constant and 
abundant supply of sea water, in addition to that from 
rain, &c. 

In very dnj countries, such as Asia Jlinor and Syria, 
(where they have long popularh* eonneeted the occurrence 
of shocks, with derangements in their annual rains), it 
follows from what has been stated, that a continuous and 
great increase in the usual rainfall, may lie equalh' pro- 
ductive of increased seismic action ; so that the conditions 
may be such, that cither great drought, or great wet, may 
jirobably herald earthquake. 

In so far then as the supply of rain is related, to the 
barometric pressure, to the direction of the wind, and to the 
temperature of the air, at a given jmint of surface and of 
time, and in so far as the supply of rain reacts upou the 
temperature of the air, by low'ering it ; in so far I think w'e 
may consider it highly probable, that future and more 
extended observation in volcanic and seismic countries 
will establish this connection, between meteorology and 
seismology ; and that in such regions, unusually dry or wet 
seasons, may be found, (under geognostic conditions such as 
have been sketched) to prelude the earthquake, and if so 
raaj' even ultimately give the means of attempting the pre- 
diction of its return. 

The point here brought into notice, (so far as I am aware 
of for the first time,) of a distinctly observable relation 
iK'twcen earthquake and rainfall, though on too narrow a 
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base, to warrant as yet the assertion of its generality, is 
one altogether distinct from, the innumerable fancied con- 
nections between disturbance of a meteorological character, 
close to or along with earthquakes, in point of time, which 
form the subject of popular belief in all seismic countries, 
in one shape or another, as causative events. Most of these 
have been long since discussed by Von Hoff and others and 
disjiosed of. 

It is equally distinct from any questions, as to meteoro- 
logical phenomena or perturbations, resulting from the 
earthquake itself, as a cause, such as the unusual light 
mentioned in this report, &c., some of which have an 
undoubted reality, and have been discussed by several 
writers, as well as bj' myself (‘Reports, Facts of Earth- 
qnake.s, British Association Transactions ’) at a former 
period. 

The probability of a connection, between rainfall and 
earthquake development, rests however, upon a wider 
base, than that of the facts adduced respecting the shock of 
December, 1857. 

A like connection, though not with the evidence due to 
accurate meteorological tables, has been recorded in re- 
ference to several other earthquakes of this region. Thus, 
Grimaldi, in his account of the Calabrian shock of 178.1, 
describing the weather of the year before, says : “ L’esta 
nella Calabria idtcriore fu SecchUsinia, e calda fuori del 
solito, rautumno fu molto pluvioso : ma la terra si ritrovava 
talmenti arida, que assorbiva Ic aque in una maniera 
straordinaria.” (‘ Discrizione de Tremuoti Accad. nella 
Calabria nel 178.1. Opera Postuma di Francewo Antonio 
Grimaldi, p. 1, 8vo., Napoli, 1781.’) 
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IIISTOHIC CONFIRMATIONS. 


The very best account that ha.s been given of the Afclfi 
cartliquakc of 1851 is in a small pajxT by Signor Arabia, 
a physician of that city. He says: “ La state dell’ anno, 
1851, fu in qnesti luogi ora descritti notavole per islraor- 
dimria matimnza de aqua, sendo chc dalla nieta del Marzo 
piogge abliondanti non crano cadute.” (‘ Rclazione storica 
del Tremuotade Basilicata nell’ anno 1851,letta nella tornata 
del 14 Dec. dcir AccadeiniaPontanianadall Socio Residente 
Francesca, Sav. Arabia,’ p. 9, 8vo., Napoli, 1852.) 

In a small pamphlet narrative of the Calabrian earth- 
quakes of 1836 and 1836, by Rossi, he says (p. 10): 
“ Ivi ne’ tnesi de Juglio e de Agosto Ic piogge in tanta copia 
caddero che le ricolte de’eampi furono tutte jienlute.” 
After this : “ Seguito ne’ prinii giomi del vegnente Ottobre 
calore excemvo, tal che agli 8 di quel mese un’ ora dopo il 
mezzodi il tcrniometro de Reaumur segno il grado 
27, &c.” (‘Storia dei Tremuoti di Calabria, negll anni 
183.5-1836,’ di Achille Antonio Rossi, 8vo. Napoli, 1837.) 

Rossi also communicated his account in the ‘Annali 
Civile,’ fascia xix and xxiii, Naples. The first shock was 
on the 12th October, 1835, and there was periodic com- 
motion up to April, 1836. The winter between, it is right 
to add, was wet and unusually cold. Were I to digress 
into earthquake narratives in other countries, similar evi- 
dences might be greatly multiplied. 


I HAVE onl)^ now to add, to the facts recorded in the second 
part of this Rcjxirt, tho.se embraced in the Appendix to it. 
Of these. No. 1 is a translation of a local account of the 
shock of December, 1857, by Signor Raffaele Battista, a 
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resident of Basilicata, and contains some interesting facts, 
though full of gross flattery as to the imaginary acts of 
paternal solicitude and beneficence of the late tyrannJ^ 
No. 2 is a translation of the second part of the Report, of 
Professors Palrnieri and Scacchi, on the earthquake in 
Basilicata of August, 1851, the analogies of which, with 
that described in the present Report, it is desirable to 
study ; and No. 3 is a translation of all the meagre notices 
that are to be found of the events of this earthquake, in 
the successive numbers of the ‘Giornale Reale,’ the 
only newspaper in the years 1856-57 of Najiles ; many of 
the statements therein are very unreliable. I have omitted 
all notices of the “Royal Benevolence,” &c., which, how- 
ever impotent, were well paraded on the occasion, and 
limited the translation, to the statements made of the 
physical facts. 
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No. (1.) 

Translation of a Local Account. 

' n Terremoio de Basilicata, Relazione de Ilaffaele Baltisia. Secret aria 
perpeim della Beale Socieid Economica di Basilicata.' Potenzu, 
IS.'iS, dai Torchi de Vincenzo Siintanella a sjieso dell’ Anton*. 

TILE EARTHQUAKE OF BASILICATA, 

UMh December, 18.') 7. 

1 . 

Bein'o oHified, by reason of my office, to write as accurate an 
account of the oirthquake which r(H!cntly convulsed the kingdom 
of Naples, and occasioned such niin an<l mouminji in unhajipy 
Basilicata, as my ability and circumstances would allow, in order 
that cinl history and natural science should j)osseas the elementary 
facts, I see how difficult it i.s, to treat this subject in such a manner 
us slndl present useful instniction to future ages, and throw some 
degree of light on the system of mo<lern physics. Yet in the 
hope tliat some of the things I have to namite may become a germ 
of foresight and humanity, or a caution for the future, I shall 
endeavour to descrilje the terrible and memorable event, the very 
thought of wliich, affects every fibre of my heart and renews ray 
terror. 

The whole subject may be regarded under two head.s. The first 
is a simple narration of faerts, which every one lifts been more or 
less able to observe for himself, or of which be has heard from 
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‘otliore. The second ooiisists of a few remarks, and scientiflc re- 
flections which the letimed may excuse, since I only put forward 
what I have learned from them, and the icuorant not despise, for, 
according to Cicero, they who illustrate and exalt the inventions of 
others, effect no less good than they who invent a science. 

2 . 

On the 16th December 1857, which was preceded by a series of 
fine days, at a quarter past five, Ibilian time, a vertical shock of 
earthquake, lasting about twenty seconds, succeeded by an undu- 
lating shock of greater intensity and duration, excited the terror 
and occasioned the flight of the inhabitants of Potenza, who, at 
tliat hour, were almost all asleep. We say that the first shock was 
vertical, and the second imdulating, because so they appeared to 
us and others ; but many aflinn the direct contrary', and the truth 
may lie with both parties, for the same contradiction is manifested 
in the repoiis of the other communes in the province, and in 
plar’es still further distant, for it is impossible accurately to describe 
sensations at such a time of confusion. However, it is certain that 
the imdulation was so strong and violent, that in some rooms 
objects were whirled round, or at least it occasioned a dizziness 
which led persons to fancy that they beheld everything in motion. 

Signor D’Achille Bosica, intendant of the Province, Counsellor 
in the Supreme Court of Justice, '(although ho had escaped with 
difficulty, and undres-sed, his house falling and the doors incapable 
of being ojiened from the sinking of the walls,) displayed a courage 
on that night equal to the occasion. He hastened first to the 
prison to q»iell the di.sturbance there, and provide for the public 
safety. The Royal Attorney-General shortly aftenvards arrived 
with the same intention, so that the Intendant was at liberty to 
piweed to the hospital, where ho was the moans of relieving 
eleven women who load been buried beneath the ruins. He next 
addressed words of consolation and encom-agement to the assem- 
bled crowds, and his gentle affability, the more acceptable in time 
of misfortime, was of groat use in calming their minds amidst the 
general consternation. We had to deplore tlie death of but 
twenty-two persons, among whom Poola Catenazzo, who, to save 
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hor infant, and atone for liaving forgotten it, ocnimgeously ventured 
into lier falling dwelling, and wits returning with the ladovetl 
pledge, when the hou.'^e suddenly fell and emshed her and her 
child. The devastation and dc^stnictiou of the capihil partially 
olisorved that night, became more apjwrent with returning day, 
and in jirojHtrticni to the interior e.xamination of the jaiblie and 
private buildings. Altliough, at first sight, a palace or hou.se 
seemed outwardly uninjured, or but little damagcsl, within it wa.s 
fomid so much so as to render it dangerous for habitation. 

Besides the palace of the Intendeute, the churches, and especially 
the cathedral, were rent open, destroyed, or shaken ; also the 
courts, the monasterj' of Chiariste, that of the lleformed Fathers, 
called S. Maria, the lioyal College, the Hou.se di Kami Kiuniti, 
the prisons, the civil and military hospital, the prison hospital, 
the gendarmes barrack, and that of the re.seiv’ed battalion, the 
telegraphic office, and the Slansion House. The damage was 
incah'ulable ; in a word, the travelh'r who contem])lates I’otenza 
from a distance, s(!es the same outline and image, Vmt when he ap- 
proaches the town, he learns how true it is that we must not 
judgi- by outward ap[iearan«!e. However, several housi's esea|)ed 
almost uninjured. It is much to be lamented tlmt this city, fre- 
quently de.stroyed from the sami^ cause, as we learn from ancient 
<’hroni<dc8, and ju.st beginning to rise in the scale of civilization and 
improvement, under tia- influence of the estimable lutendente, 
should again lie i)rostrnte<l by such a calamity ; at the v(!ry lime, 
too, that improvements and decorations for the benefit of the 
citiz(!us were in prognm The foundation of a new theatre had 
been laid, the now Koyal (’ollege was commenced, and the project 
of a new street and sewerage, a work nsjuisiti- to the sanity and 
cleanliness of the town, had been started. Whilst all were em- 
|)loyed the next day, building sheds in the open sjiaces, away from 
the houses, messengers arrived from the diflerent communes of the 
province, bringing stid intelligence to the lutendente ; and within 
a few days it was known that on that niglit, and at tliat hour, 
every commune had snflerod from the earthquake, or, at lca.st, had 
strongly felt the sho<'k and vibration. It would la? tedious and 
\iseles8 to enumerate particular Ksacs. But the great ruins of 
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Tito, Marsico, Patenio, Calvello, Vifiijiano, Brienzn, Tranmtola, 
S. Angolo lo Fratte, Saponara, Giiardia, and o.-jpeHally Jfoiito- 
murrf), wliorc upwards of 50(K) pcrisliod, cannot bo piuss<;d over in 
Kilonco. 31auy wore disinterred alive, but, for the most part, 
bmise<l and mutilated, and some even after eight days. The eriea 
of many others wen' heard, who perislu'd beneath the niins, time 
and labour ladn" insuflieient to excavate them ; and it may ea.sily 
Im! la'lieved that this mi.serable fate was not eonfmed to the iidia- 
bitants of Jluntemurro. Alter the onnmcmted communes of tliis 
di.striet, the communes of Castelsaraceno, Santarehangelo, Sarcoid, 
and Cnrlione in tho province of Lagouegro take rank with reganl 
to extent of injury and number of deatlis. Tlie provident and 
imh'fatigable Intendento ajijKiinted commissioners of various kinds 
in I’otenza, and in every commune, to arrange all affairs and 
relieve distrc.ss ; he despatched the Secretary, General ('avalier 
Sanfelice, Counsellor Arillo, engineers, and physicians, to tho most 
afflicted communes, and ananging everything in the capital, which 
demanded tho largest share of attention, he sent eveiy’where, even 
to Jfelfi, for planks and lieams, and a staff of workmen, to aid in 
building the sliixls, and pulling down the fulling walls, .\fterwurds 
he went himself to the de.solated regions, in ordi'r to carr)' out, 
even at the risk of his own life, the rest of his Ixmevolent plans, 
leaving Counsellor Cassillo in Potenza as his delegate nnd repre- 
sentative. However, it is ncedle.ss to mention the many judicious 
expedients to which he had recmirse in order to revive the public 
administration, traile, nnd serial life; but we must not omit a cir- 
cumstance which occurred on the evening of the 18th. Some 
prisoners who had either conspiretl to escape or were st'ized with an 
in-stantaneous detennination to try, fell uism one of the turnkeys, 
who had entered their najm on his usual visit of inspection : a 
comiianion luustenhig to the spot gave the alarm, and the attemjd 
was immediately quelled by the prompt measures taken by the 
Counsellor of the Supreme Court of Justice and th<‘ Hoyal Attoniey- 
General. A largo concourse of people as.sembled to trssist the 
militar)' authorities, and the public force. The next day, after 
due delibi-ration with the Commissioners of Police, the heads of tho 
.sedition were exemplarily, but humanely punishetl. 

X 2 
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We mii.st also record (liat the Royal Attomcy-Oeneral, D. 
Geniiaro Sanchclii, having employfal Bovcral of the prisoners in the 
public service on his own rcsjwnsibility, exhorting them to diligence 
and lione.sty, and promising to recommend them to mercy, be.stowed 
alms on the most distressed, and even renmnerated the prison guards, 
and forty-one of the jirisoners soon after received the royal pardon. 

Great calamities affonl generous hearts an ojiiHirtunity to relieve 
their fellows'rcatures, and the official journal fails not to record 
many inshmees of beueflcence, and chiefly the royal Imunty exerted 
.in favour of all the communes of this province and I’rincipato 
Citeriorc, which were sufTcrers in this calamity. The Lucanians 
must always gratefully rememl)er Ids Majesty’s kindness in sending 
tents, clothes, and covering, together with engineers, surgeons, 
nurses, and companies of soldiers, and pioneers, with tix>ls and 
implements, &c. His Maji'sty also dis|H‘nsed thousands in the 
relief of the distressed, and his noble examph! was generously 
followed. It would l>e an useh'ss rejtetition of well-known fa<'ts, 
were I to enumerate or prais<! the charitable actions of home and 
fonugn l>enefactors, whose; names are indelibly engraven in the 
hearts of the grateful, and recorded in the books of God.* To 
return to our subject : we assert that not oidy on the night of the 
16 th Ue<-emlx'r many slight shocks, botli vortical and horizontal, 
were felt in I’otenza, and in almost all the other commuue.s, but 
that they are still of such frequent occurrence, day and night, as to 
render the enumeration difficult ; and it is likely that they will 
only een.se with time, us hapi>encd after the celebrated earthquake 
of Melfi and many others. On this accoimt, and owing to the 
want of safe hou-ses, a great many fimilies determined to pass the 
severe winter under sheds and thatched cabins ; and as yet there 
are no attempts at rebuilding, all being emjiloyed in propping, or 
taking down the dangerous parts of every dwelling. It is enough 
to say that one room on the ground floor, and a shed, form the 
actual residence of the first authority of the j)rovince ; another 
shed serves the Secretary, and the Royal Attoniey-Genonil and 

• All tills iimisc of Royal and IiiU-ndente bounty and Iminanily must le 
received cum yraiio mlia. 'llie writer had, no doubt, his own Iiuik'S or fears of 
the powers that — were. 
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tho Pre.sident of the Criminiil Court are reduced to still siimllor 
*|imrters. 'llio ma"istrates, functionaries, and oflicials are suffering 
a similar or greater degree of discomfort, and yet amid this ismury 
of habitation there are two large well-eoiistrueted sheds, suitably 
titled up, in which the ixxir are gratuitously lo<lgod. It i.s pleastuit 
to record that at such n time of confusion the jieojile of Potenza 
|)as,scd these days of alllii-tiou and distress, solely occupied in acts 
of devotion or humanity, whilst in two other communes of tlie 
province, which were tho most desolated and afflicted, sordid 
avarice prevaiksl over piety. In Potenza it was delightful to 
olisen'otlie multitude which collected round the altars and portable 
ehajK’ls, erci'tcd in tho square (largo) hcforc! the Inh’udcnte’s hou.se 
and other place.?, hearing the divme offices, and praying like the 
curly Christians; and to this we must attribute the strength of 
mind which they evinced amid scenes of ilistress and mouniiug. 
On the 23rd January, a prisoner from the province of Salenio was 
brtmght into the chaiK-1 condemned to death for the murder of his 
sister; the scaffold was erected, tho rites of religion about to be 
(ulministered, and the brethren of the congregation were Is'ggiug for 
ma«.ses for liis sold, when Jlonsignor U. iMichcl Angelo Picramico, 
a man of great learning and kindness of heart, jicrcciving that the 
duty of intercession devolvisl ujsin him, communicated by tele- 
gniph with the King, and a message of jairdou was returned, con- 
lirmed, on the following day, by the arrival of a courier, bearing the 
royal command. 

3. 

Of the Signs which preceded and accomjmnied and followed the 
Earthquake. 

Many affirm that before tho occurrence aerial sounds were dis- 
tinctly audible; but during past years I have frequently heard 
similar noisi's which were not followed by an earthquake, and 
which were attributes! cither ts> Vesuvius, or to di.sediarges of 
cannon, tho echo of which, when tho air is still, or when only a 
light breeze prevails, extends as far as Potenza Noises luid ex- 
plosioas subsequent to the earthquake were heard in Mutera up to 
the early ]»irt of .Tunuaiy, and by me and my family on the 8tli 
and 2!Hh of the same month in a small house in the environs of 
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Poteiiza. The ‘ Giomale ’ describes similar, or |jerha{W louder noises 
occurruip in l’rinci|«ito Citeriore, and they are still audible in the 
most injured places of llasilieuta. Some of those who left their 
houses at the first shock, saw at the second convulsion, over the 
w’oihI of Ario.Stt, a mountain near Vi<;nola, visible fnjiu Putenza, 
fn>m which it is but a few miles distant, a bi'um of fire which 
disii|i|M,'nrisl in a moment. This meteor was seen, not oidy by the 
inhabitants of Potenza, but also by those of Vig^noliu In Puteuza, 
st)me jtersons who were in the opm sjawe before the residence of the 
Intcmleiite, ol)3erved a sudden darkness, followed by vivid Hashes of 
lightniii';, springing from the ground, and darting through the 
air, and others sjiw the j)alace itsidf and other houses rist* and fall 
with the ground, like reeds shaken by the wind, and the walls in 
the alleys knocked against each other. I need not mention the 
falls and staggering of tlio Jieople. Another fact, which is aj>}ia- 
reutly of gn>ater imjwrtance, is that mentioned by the Syndic of 
Salandra, that for a month before, a ga.seous exhalation, about 
stiu heat, was observed to rise every moniiug from a cavity or 
aperture ex(ravated for a watercourse, and that a similar exha- 
lation was seen in the neighbourhood, Isith of which di.sappeared 
on tlu^ 22nd December. Put this isolated fact may bo ascribed to 
phosphoretted hydrogen gas as in the burning quiescent foun- 
tains {fontane ardenti e tranqiiille) doscrihed by natnralists, and we 
are consequently of opinion, tluit it had no connection with the 
enrtlupmkt! ; but we must add that the Chancellor of the Commune 
assured us, that the exhalation was warm, havhig ai)plied his hand 
to it, and that he considered it true smoke, as die side of the drain 
from which it i.ssucd with an earthy smell, was dried up and 
almost blackencfl. He added that the soil was cretaceous. Tlie 
Syndic of Bella rclah.'s that half an hour before the earthqmike, a 
sufliK-ating smell of sulphur was perceptible, accompanied by a 
loud subterraneous noise ; and that at the moment of the shock 
they who were living in cellars, jx-rceived, besides the smell, a 
light suflicieut to show the movements of the people in the room. 
The royal Judge also affirms, that a similar .smell was perceptible, 
before some of the slight shocks, esjw^cially before that wliich 
occurred on the 19th January at dawn. The Syndic also sj>eak8 of 
large and deep fi.s.sures, from feu to thirty sjrnn. in a perimeter 
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of about 000 tomoli of ground. It is known timt a toniolo line 
measure i.s equal tof)’S8 moggia of legal measure. Similar li.s.sures 
liave been discovere<l in the moimtaiu of -Vriosa before mentioned, 
and in other territories of different eommunes : it is no unusual 
effort of eartliquakes. One circumstance excited great astoni.sh- 
ment. viz., that in many wells in Potenza, and the adjacent com- 
munes of the province, a month before tbe earthquake, the 
accu.stomed volume of water was most remarkably dimiuisiied, and 
several wells were completely drie<l up. Tliis phenomenon fre- 
(juently si,‘r\'cs os a salutary warning to tlie people residing in tbe 
vicinity of ^’csuvius ; with us it did not excite a shade of suspicion, 
for every one accounted for the failure of tho supjdy, by imagining 
the usual known or unknown causes, without investigating tho 
mutter any further; and Ijeing considered of slight imiiortance, it 
did not become a subject of public discourse. Amongst others, 
one well which, to my certain knowledge, was full of wah-r in 
.Seliteml»er, and increased by the heavy ruins in October, was dry 
in Xovember. If we consider that tliese wells have no ehamiel 
through which tho water could bo dis{>er8e(l it is evident, that only 
a remarkable increase of caloric in the strata beneath could occa- 
sion this, either by evnjioratiou, or ubs(jrptioii (which ajipcars to 
me the more natural) of the stratm Another op[M)sito fimt is the 
increase of spring w ater subsequently to the earthquake, obsen uble, 
among other instances, in die public fountain of Potenza and dm 
water of tho adjiment river. This is a manifest ditiiculty. If tho 
water has been alisorlaxl, and decom]K)sod by a subterraneous fire, 
how cun it afterwards return more impiduou.sly and abundantly 
than over? I shall venture an o|iinion at the risk of laiing e.\eom- 
municuted by natiual philosophers, who explain the phenomenon 
in a different manner, and will say that when the water fails, it 
has been absorbed by aspirazione from above, and by the porous 
earth beneath; and when die water inereust's, a contrary force 
(VimjmUio) urgi's it to How back again. If these forct>s have been 
observwl by I'ruukUu and more mixlern pliilosojihers in hurricanes, 
tempc.sts, and whirlwinds, without their being able to lU'count for 
them, my conjecture might at least serve to classify, under the 
.same rule, a phenomenon which does not admit of com]ilele ex- 
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planation. And if eleotricity does not exert a dircot influence over 
hurricanes, why do we not ohservo in wliirlwinds (trombe) luminous 
masses, smoke, and jets of flame, in short, a smell of sulphur, and 
a hailstorm ? 

A worthy friend of mine, P. KalTaele of Tito, formerly Pro- 
vincial of the Franciscan Friars, communicated to me some 
phenomena of still greater singjilarity. He told me that animals 
in general, but I'SjxH'ially pigs, (a circumstance also ohservtal by 
sr>me in Potenza,) manifested marks of suflering and increasing 
uneasmess, for ten days previous to tlie eartluiuake. There were 
thrc ‘0 hogs in a sty, close to the convent kiudien, and after 
8upi)er, hearing an unusual grunting, he went out to see what was 
wrong, and found them rabidly excited, biting each other like dogs. 
The explanation given by philosophers of similar events is notorious ; 
Virgil’s, in the First Hook of the Georgies, may sufiico for idl. 
On the evening of the Kith, at three o’clock, Itilian lime, my friend 
sbinding at the w indow of his room, which looked to the west, saw 
a great helt of fire and smoko, with a globe in the centre. This 
sight alarmed him, by recjilling to bis mind the fire mid thunder 
of Sinai, when Gixl gave the law to Moses. Ho (lointed out tlio 
meteor to some of the fathers, who also observed it, and pre- 
dietecl some impending disaster. He says that tho second shock 
was first vertical, and afterwards undulating, and rotatory. Tho 
air also was in motion, and as liuninous as ‘a lanOiom. Fiery 
meteors were observed all through the night, and some jiersous 
living in tho country as.scrted that they saw a column of fire. 

Dr. D. Ihiflaele Salvia told me that globes of fire were observed 
to fall upon the church, and that its destruction was attributed to 
them. Many heard an explosion jireviously to the earthquake, 
wliich was frequently repented on a subsequent day. Father 
Eafliielo relates, that at the moment of the catastrophe, entire 
families were carried by tho wind (aeremoto) into the street, in their 
la'ds, and some from one house to another unhurt. lie named, in 
fiartieular, Pasquale Gatta and family, a son of Maronziello, and 
one Giusi'ppe Giaunotti, who, together with his wife, was whirled 
from house to house, falling in the street, tliirty paces from hLs own 
dwelling. However, the woman was killed. He mentions similar 
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facts, worthy of attention, especially mirrors and glass vessels being 
carried to a distance, without being broken. If these facts cannot 
bo attributed to the violence of the oscillations, I maintain that 
they are the effect of a whirlwind (tromba aerea), a mysterious 
phenomenon to racslern natural philosophers. Tito is known to 
possess sulphureous and ferruginous mineral springs, liesides one, 
which from its colour is called white, but has not yet been ana- 
lyzed. Thest', like other springs, were dried up for a short time, 
but are now flowing very copiously, but muildily, and the sul- 
phureous springs are tepid, and leave more sediment. They also 
give oflT a vei'y strong smell to a great distance. From the moim- 
tain calletl Peschi, situated at the side of the small crater, from 
which the waters issue, blocks of maeigno have been precipitated 
into the stream ; deep fissures have ojamed through the country ; 
and towards Satriano, in a place culled Hammotta, the earth fell 
in about tlie height of a man, and flames were observed to issue 
from it That night slight shocks were repeated in Tito, Jipwards of 
twenty times. The manufactory (»‘.c., of tobacco) was destroyed. The 
number of victims has beon estimated at 280. Some strange and 
miserable cases occurred in this commune. One Nicola Manzione, 
precipitate<l from a third story into a cellar, with Ids relatives, who 
wore all killed, succeeded in kindling a jart of his dress, by means 
of a Imdfer match, and j>erceiviug some straw, hghted a fire, found 
bread and wine, and after three tlays was disinterred alive. One 
Nicola Spem was found su.sjnjnded bi'twein two cross beams, 
hohling in his arms his dead wife, and supjorting his dying son on 
his shoulder. They were removed, but did not survive. A woman, 
named Arcangiola Buena, was found dead amid the mins, with her 
little children safe between her knees. A painter desirous of 
depicting maternal love, might profitably sele<'t tliis example. 
There are other deplorable cases of entire families being burnt, of 
a father who, being tluown on his sou, and unable to extricate 
himself from tin- heap of ruins above him, crushed him to deiith. 
The wretched fatlier, though bruised and mutilated, still lives. 
A phenomenon similar to that at Bella was observed in Viggiano, 
some days before the earthquake. The family of Spolidero saw, 
during the night, so strong a light in their rooms, tliut they could 
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distinpiish objet-ts by it ; and I). Girolamo, afterwnnls a victim of 
the dwistcr, fancying roblH-rs were in the hou.sc, got up and called 
his sons to As.si.st him in s(?arching tlirough it. A similar light was 
js,‘rccivcsl on the night of the cutAstrophe. Oh 1 weak forc.sight ot 
man ! ThLs wretched family, disintcmsl from the ruins of their own 
house, might have escajasl tliis misfortune anil saved their father’s 
life. The faitliful dog remained for several days motionless on the 
S[X)t where hi.s master jjerished, liowling and refusing fowl. The 
creature would be worthy of a place among the celebrated animals 
of Signor de llozan. 

The crevices in the gi'ound in this teiritory are very considerable, 
and an immensi.' calcareous ma.ss on the bank of a torrent denomi- 
nated Casale, was cleft in two, as if by lightning, and half of it 
pre<dpitated domi tlie deidivity, destroying the olive and other 
trees. As yet the iiumlxr of deatla is estimated at 80, but the 
true number cannot be precisely known. The laud of the .3iolian 
harp, once the delight of yoiuig and old, is now simk in squalor 
and sejadchral silence ! The estimable Signor D. Antonio Itomania, 
of Mai-sico, informed me, that for a considenible time, that great 
valley (near wliich along the course of the Agii undoubtedly lay 
the centre of convulsion) was covered in the morning witli a thick 
black mist, afterwards disixu-sed by the sun, the disc of which was 
dark, and the rays as intense as during the summer season ; and 
tliat for .some days previously to the earthquake, hollow sounds were 
heard in the air. These noise.s, too, preceded all t!:e subsequent 
shoi'ks. H(! adds that after the 18th, the rivers and springs in- 
creased very much, and some emitted, an<l an* .still emitting, 
exhalations, in which a strong sulphureous smell predominates. 
Large fissures have Ixien observed tliroughout tliis territorj* from 
which a dense smoke, of disagreeable wlour, frequently Issues, 
llecent risuigs and swellings of the ground have Ijeen ob.s(*mHL 

In Calvollo, loud subterraneous noise and light, and wliistling in 
the air were the precursors of the disaster; in the country the 
sky was vividly lighted up towards the south. During the night, 
fiery meteors procedwl the repeated shocks. A few days after- 
wards, a fire, con-sidered electrical, broke out of the grotmd in 
the district of S. Pietro, set fire to two hirge oaks, winch were 
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burning for tlirce days, und crumbled a large stone (macigno) into 
powder. 

Inmimerablo feures have been observed. The courage and 
humanity of the citizens of this commune are highly laudable, and 
we must not omit to re<'ord tluf Cliristian example given by Judge 
Paolo Navazio : amid the applause and tears of 5000 inliabitaiils, 
he r'arried on his own shoulders the borlies of the jsior ]Hio))le who 
had been excavated from their untimely graves. The Syndic, 
Signor D. Egulio Marco Giuseppe, who meritisl much from his 
unfortunate country, aidisl in the pioas work.* M'ith regard to 
Molitemo, I cannot do better than transeribo the contents of a 
letter which I received from the worthy young Signor 1). Giacomo 
ltaeioi)pi, already ilistinguislied by his literary and scientific works. 
“ The Kith of December, like its prodoeessors, was mild and 
serene, the sun’s rays warm, and the sky i lear. No phenomena 
prei'i'd(;d the earthquake, or at least they wore not understood or 
oljserved. On the 18th, a miller of Jloliterno jrerceived that tlie 
usually pure watercourse which set his machinery in motion, was 
slightly muddy, und having asi’euded to its source, ho found the 
spring greatly swellcrl and increased. Some days previously I liad 
complained of the muddiness of the water brought to table ; but as 
it was obtained from the most copious and clearest source, viz., the 
public fountain of Molitemo, 1 attributed it to the vessel which held 
it Early in the evening of the Kith ou(! of us fancied he saw the fur- 
nitme .shaken, but the rest in the room did not perceive it, and perhajw 
it was an illusion. The first shock occurred about five o’clock at 
lught : after an interwal of four minutes, (if time can be accurately 
computed in the agitation of terror,) the second ensued, severe, 
violent, and la.sting thirty seconds. It was horizontal, vertii'al, und 
rotatory' ; men staggered on the pavement. !8ome plaster statues 
on the table were either throwir off, or shaken from their places. 
A cowherd going to Iris work at the fatal moment, observed that 
tile atmosphere over the towns in the valley was lighted up and 
looked like a dazzling, moving bund. Those who left tlieir houses 

* In the town itself (Calvello), on the 18th of January, an hour aiui a half 
before noon, a strong shook of eartlu^nakc w.as felt, preceiied by a blast of wind 
and B]<u'kling meteors, which described a |iarabul.a from south to west. 
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and ran into the country, j>crccived at tlio second shock a strong 
smell of hitumen and sulphur, jmibably issuing from the numerous 
fissures in their path. 

These phenomena only (besidi*s the straying away of gregarious 
animals) apparently preccdtsl or accompanied the violent shocks. 
I shall add, on the chance of science discovering a relation between 
distant phenomena, tliat exactly a month before the earthquake — 
that is, on the Kith of Novoml»r — long and loud explosions in the 
air wore heard by the inhabitants of this volley, who ascribed them 
to the repeated echo of Vc.suvius in eruption. We have fre- 
quently heard similar explosions since the fatal 16th, which were 
not always followed or accompanied by a shock of earthquake. 
During the night of the ICth till break of day, twenty or more 
undulations of the ground were perceived, often accompanied by a 
deep sound overhead. The sky was very clear, the temperature 
mild, and I saw hundreds of falling stars during the night. On the 
succeeding days the springs appeared to give forth their water 
most abundantly and clearly. A little stream, called A1 Varco di 
Ponzio, disapitcared for .some days, but burst forth again on the 
3rd. The water in the river Sciara and Moglio flowed most 
copiously hut muddily ; the sky maintained its serenity. From 
that time to the present a continual clucking of hens has been 
remarked, such as usually occurs at a change in the atmosphere. 
I have also been informed that dogs barked hoarsely before the 
shocks subsequent to the IGth, and that on that fatal night horses 
were observed to raise their mane, and pull away from the halter, 
and that a mule was observed to roll on the ground with terror at 
each of the shocks on that night" 

Ab to the phenomena observed in Montemurro, owing to my 
oflico of InsjHJctor of Prisons, I had an opj)ortunity of questiom’ng 
at my convenience a large number of prisoners (not all of the 
lower class) belonging to that commnne imprisoned soon after the 
earthquake. They all agreed in saying that circles of fire were 
seen in the air some hours before the great disaster; one man 
affirmed that he had seen similar meteors several evenings before 
the 10th. They added that these lights appeared at the time of the 
shocks, and also on the following days. A cowboy told me, that 
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shortly before the earthquake the cows under his care, lowed in such 
an unusual manner, that he went to their stable to see if they 
wantctl hay, but could not account for their disquietude. Large 
fissures, like those which we have already mentioned, have been 
observed in this territory. These are certified to me by letters 
from P. Lettore Gnglielmo from Castelgrande, who also speaks of 
the noises which were heard, and adds that a month before the 
deplorable event, travelling with some others through the valley 
of Marsico, ho was suq)ri.sed to hear subterraneous and aerial 
noises, like those produced by' cannon. He informs me that in 
Jfontemurro, or, to sj)oak more correctly, that in the jilace where 
Moutemnrro was, individuals were excavated alive, after nine days’ 
interment in deep holes, and mules and fowl after twenty. In 
Saponara, besides the noises in the air, those w'ho lived in the 
country observed the whole atmosphere enkindled at the second 
shock, when the town was destroyed. It is also related that one 
Giuseppe de Cilia was lifted off his feet and thrown to a higher 
place than that he occupied ; and that another man was raised up 
twice in the air, falling back twice to the ground. D. Giambattista 
de Canto, priest (whose house was thrown down, and his two 
sisters killed), was carried, without knowing how, about a quarter of 
a mile, to a declivity seimrated from other ruins, when he found 
himself on his feet and unhurt. Near the banks of the Agri, which 
flows tlirough this territory, a great gulf four or five feet in 
diameter was found, close to the ruins of an ancient bridge, broken 
to pieces by the shocks. The water in this river increa-sotl greatly. 
We must not omit a circumstance already famous, viz., the conduct 
of the Cistercian heroine of tliis commune, Maria Slargherita 
Ceramelli di D. Lelio, who, having extricated herself from the 
rubbish which covered her, endeavoured, with a courage and 
strength superior to her sex, to excavate the other sisters, pulling 
the quilts in which they were wrapped with her teeth, and drawing 
them out from the pressure of material with which they were 
laden. 8he succeeded in saving ten, and then hastened to her 
father’s hou.se, when she foimd that her younger sister had per- 
forme<l no less wouilers. This young girl, safe and uninjured in 
the falling of the house, detached a Ijeam in the roof of a small 
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room, and obtained entrance, flien rr^movinp; a lieap of stones in the 
adjoining room, dragged out safely her mother, tlmeo sisti-rs, and a 
little brother. The father and elder hnitlier were fortunately 
absent Tliey are still more fortunate to jxjssess stich Innoic rela- 
tivc.s. The deaths in this unfortunate city, which recalls to us the 
anciimt Gruraentum, amount to 2,.')00. Many rare and precious 
relics of antiquity possessed by private individuals were lost. In 
Carlione a very slight noise, heanl only by a few, was the precursor 
of the fatal event ; an electric illumination followed, with frequent 
explosions, and occasional flashes of lightning, 'llic slnx;ks wore 
vertical, undulating, and rotatory. Other minor phenomena 
similar to those we havo already mentioned were ol.)serv*?d. Now 
springs of water burst forth, and the estimable Signor D. Francesi-o 
Paolo Castronnovo, who has kindly given me much information, 
adds that tho suljsequent sho<-ks invariably corre.spoude<i with the 
lunar phasi s and changes. On the evening of tho bth January a 
band of fire redder and brighter than lighted coals, appeared in tlie 
south-west. 

Dr. D. Ga<-tano .iVrcieri di Latronico, a man distingiiished for 
Icaniing and talent, favoured me with observations worthy of his 
genius and diligence, and projiortioiiate to tho friendship with 
which he honours me, and I am grieved to say, that owing to 
urgent ha.stc, I have scan'ely time to put a few of them together 
for the ])ress. He ramie siweral meteorological observations with 
tho barometer and thermometer after tho earthquake. He found 
the magnetic needle irregularly attractisl, but was unable to 
observe electrical phenomena from tho want of apparatus. Ho 
alludes to facts similar to those wo have already detailed ; viz., 
noises, falling stars, inert^ase of water, esjiccially at Sinni ; increased 
heat of thermal springs, sulphureous smells, fi.s.snres, trees knock- 
ing together, stones roiled from the peak of Seluci, crevices, dense 
fog for several days, which did not affect Sauasure’s h)-grometer, 
and must bo considered a dry mist. On tho 17th, an aeriform 
smoke was exhaled from a fissure in tho rock Berga, warm to tho 
touch, and smelling of sulphuric acid gas. This has disa))j>eared. 
The Ixdls in Latronico were set in motion by tbe convulsions of 
that fatal night, and tho sacred bronze, which shouhl inspire swet;t 
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sentimonta of religion, Ix'came the can.se of greater terror. In the 
aberrations of nature, tlie mind also lo.st its equilibrium. A young 
man in this vicinity, lx:ing awakened by the first sounds, thought 
he was attacked, seized a pistol in the dark, and fired at the 
servant, who hsistened in ten'or to him. The pistoi did not go off : 
he rushed at the man with a dagger, and had wounded him 
slightly, Ix-foro ho discovered his error, when he burst into tears of 
agitation, and thanked God for having savwi him from a double 
danger. Itetuming now to Vignola, where, as I have already 
mentioned, a luminous phenomenon was observed, we are informed 
that for some days before, the pigs in the pastures of Ariosa were 
restless, and ate little. On the 14th and 15th, the dried leavts 
were whirled round in a circle, producing an alarming, crack- 
ling, whistling sound, the air being quite still at the time. After 
the second shock, a charcoal-burner who had l)cen dreadfully 
shaken in his hut, ventured out, and observed a column of rushing 
noLsy wind coming from the south-west, causing the trees to knock 
against each other. The water in the springs and rivers increased. 
Crevices more or less de<q» and wide, even wider than a man could 
leap, were observed in this mountain, and a landslip of four to five 
tomoli in extent. I am indebted for this infonnation to a friend of 
mine. Signor I). Michele Tucci, landowner and physician in this 
commune. Lastly, we must record, in attestation of the signs 
given by animals, that in A<’cettura, several oljst'rved on the 
evenings of the 15th and ICtli an unnccoimt4rble disquietude 
among dogs and cats, an unusual howling and mowing, leading 
them to foresee the melanelioly event, 

I do not know whether, besides the phenomena which I have 
succeeded in collecting, any more, either j«>rmanent or transit4)ry, 
have betni observed. Time and study art? neoe.s.sary tt> eomi)lete 
this imperfect compilation ; those at .some fiitun? day I hope to 
devote to it, and once more resume the subject. 

4. 

As philosophy, according tt) Ctiusin, is a sea without a shore, so 
natural stncnco prestuits to man a series of fat ts, more or less 
numerous, whieh he arranges in groujts according tt> the resom- 
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blanres whirli lie [icrceivos among thorn, nntil from new observa- 
tion.s, ho is obliged to change his opinions, and give a new nrruuge- 
raent to the same ftmta. 

Among tlio modi.-m systems of geology, there are two as old 
as the study of nature, which ajipear to dispute for prece- 
dence, while the minor systems have reference, and can easily 
bo retiuced to them. One is, that the earth was originally in a 
state of igneoms fusion, which is gradually ctxtling, and becom- 
ing covered with water. Tlio other, that it was originally water, 
which, by absorj)tion, is gradually forming a solid mass. These 
systems seek to explain every geological fact and natural jiheuo- 
meuou on different principles. But facts nndtiplying with observa- 
tion, and being incajuible of explanation, if we adhere exclusively 
to either system, what can be more natural than a mutual tolera- 
tion of opinion? If a metaphysical disquisition would bo con- 
sidered fantastical, unless its principles agreed with facts, how 
should wo regard a physical disquisition which should treat of 
colours, sounds, heat, cold, the motions of bodies, &c., without 
making use of sense, instruments, and various exjaTiments? By 
the aid of obsi'rvation and palpable facts, naturalists and geogra- 
phers enumerate upwards of 300 motive volcanoes upon our glol>e, 
the names and situation of which it is superfluous to mention ; and 
according to the more or less vast extension of territory over which 
they exercise their sphere of lU'tivity, five volcanic zones have Ix'en 
definetl ; the accunitc reasoning of Ferdinando of Lucca ujion this 
subject is well known to the scientific world. 

The kingdom of the Two Sicilies, that is to say, Vesuvius and 
Etna, (not to sjwak of other volcanic regions, and Vulture, which 
api>car8 extinct, and {XTliaps is not,) forms a iKirtiou of one of these 
zones. The existence of these fire mouths, scattered for the most 
part at great distances over the surface of the globe, lends us 
reasonably to conidude, that a gnat fire exists in the interior, or, to 
speak with the Vulcanists, that the nuclcas is in a state of incan- 
desceium, or that it has not yet cooled down from its jirimeval state 
of igneous fusion. To this we must add,, that by the rep<‘uted 
exj)erimcnts made by pliilusophers, the thormometrical tcmimraturo 
beneath the stmta is found invariable, and has continued so for 
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years, increasing witli deptli in a remarkable manner. In general, 
there is an additional degree of heat for every 25 or 30 metres, 
and if this ratio continue, the heat near the <-entre of the (^arth 
must lie greater than we can possibly conceive ; nor could wo 
otherwise account for the origin of thermal waters, wliich spring uj) 
witli tlie temperature of boiling water. 

lint if the existence of fire, or at least of exces.sive heat in the 
deptlis of the earth admits of no doubt, it is no leas certain that 
another different and opjxisite jirinciple exists in its cavities which 
are often converted into great reservoirs of water, ^\^lether we 
attribute tlie origin of sjirings to preidpitations of atmospheric 
va|Minr, to the melting of ice, to filtrations of sea water, which by 
means of caliUlary tubes may be raised to great distances, or to 
subterraneous va|K)nrs, which in cooling become liquid ; the water 
sometimes erupted from volcanoes, tlie sudden and terrible inunda- 
tion.s of mines, the floisls which disappear for ever, the mountains 
suddenly swallowed up by immense lakes, force us to acknowledge 
(according to Malto Bnin), the existence of great subterranean 
cavitie.s, full of water. If these volcanoes possess witliin themselves 
the jHiwer of projiagating their fires, and producing dreadful 
eruptions ever)' time that they are furnished with new food and 
ntkterial, it would appear, on the other hand, that subterraneous 
water must extinguish, or at least quench and diminish these fires, 
and occasion the pre|Kinderunce of the system ado]itcd by the 
Neptunists. We shall not exclusively embrace either system, but 
content oursidves with philoso|)hizing in the style of the ancient 
Academicians, and approving solely of that which appears jiro- 
bablc. endeavour to show that volcanic jirinciples in connection 
with aqueoas, arc capable of proslncing the phenomena of earth- 
quakes and eruptions. 

If you take, for example, 30 lbs. of iron filings, and 30 lbs. of 
.sulphur, knead them into a pa.ste with water, and bury them in a 
lump in a trench in the ojien country, you will shortly see smoke 
issuing from the sjHit, with very great beat and convulsion of the 
ground to some distance, and finally flames. 

Now the materials of which volcanoes are conqioscd are pyrites, 
or sulphurcts, that is, sulphur combined with metallic substanci's, 
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mixed witli chalk, clay, marl, alabaster, quartz, slate, spar, and 
other r(wks. These aidphuret-s being frequently moistened with 
water become decompo.sed, and produce the phenomena ; for 
modem cliemistry has taught us, that water contains of oxygen 
gas (pure air), combined with of hydrogen (inllammable air). 
The first of these gases is also combined in air which consists of 
t*oii oxygen, and of nitrogen (that is not vital), and of 

carls >nic acid gas ; but this is not always the proportion, for reasons 
too complex to mention. Oxygen gas is nece.ssary to combustion, and 
from what wo have said, it is easily understood how it can exist in 
tlio interior of volcanoes, and in the depths of the earth, whither 
air and water can penetrate by the many known abyssi-s on the 
globe. Alum also, and other salts, contain oxygen in great abun- 
dance. Now it is evident, that earthquakes and volcanoes arc 

closely connected, or, in other words, that subterraneous or i>re- 
existent fire, whether kindled by the combinations alreaily 
mentioned, or by similar ones, may cause the earthquake. For let 
US suppose a deeom[X)Kition of siibstances, not on a small scale, us 
in the proposed experiment, but to an immense extent, including 
that of water into oxygen and hydrogen ; the necessary con- 
sequence is the development of aeriform fluids, which from their 
nature are incapable of being confined by the pressure of ^le 
earth, and in order to escape from imprisonment, exert all their 
power against the surrounding obstacles. Hence the earthquake. 

To this we must add, that elc'ctric fluid, of which the earth 
is a vast reservoir, (in fact, man and the electric machine alone do 
not furnish us with electric phenomena,) acts in these cases like 
lightning and thunder in atmospheric regions. Among the 
ancients, Pliny perceived the resemblance Ixstween the tremor of 
the cartli and the atmosphere. Even prior to him it had been 
observed by Epicurus, by whom fire was enumerated as one of the 
prol>ablo causes of earthquakes, (as we collect from Seneca’s 
valuable book of Natural Questions). A fire, he says, fulmini 
similu, capable of throwing down and overturning all olistacles, 
magtM strage obstantium. This is confirmed by the fact, that many 
earthquakes liave been felt at very nearly the same instant, in 
places hundreds and pcrliaps thousands of miles flistant from each 
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other ; and we are not aware of any other fluid, but light, and 
eleetrieity ]ioa.scs.sing the power of instantaneously traversing 
space ; nor can we attribute such force and destnictivo power to 
any other l>ody in nature. Rut here another question very 
difflcnlt of solution arises. Earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and 
electricity, u.sually occur together or are separated by very short 
intervals in varying order of succession. Ought we tlien to 
attribute the earthquake to the volcanic eruption, or to electricity, 
(elettricismo), or to Ixith ? 

The lost opinion will not be admitted, by one who has considered 
the famous sentence of Maupertuis, that nature only exerts her 
least strength, or, to use Aristotle’s words, who was the originator 
of the sentiment, “ She does not do with more, that which she 
could do with less.” I can see into what a circle, into what an 
abyss, that mind will fall, which wants to reason hero ct priori, or 
by creating hj'potheses. To say that the earthquake may he 
occasioned by volcanic combinations, arguing from such analogy 
as occurs on a small scale, and the fact that earthquakes have 
either preceded or followed eniptions is surely not absurd, but 
very reasonable. Nor can we tell how far human knowledge, with 
regard to natural facts, would exfend if we abaudoued induction 
and analogy. But arguing in this way, and from various electrical 
experiments, remembering the nature of the fluid, which tends 
idways to diffuse itself equally ; the meteors which preceded or 
followed this earthquake of wliich we are treating, we might 
ascribe this phenomenon, at least from its visible effects, different 
from those of that wliich desolated Calabria in the [last centurj', to 
electricity, which appears to us as inexhaustible as the liglit from 
the sun. Therefore, in my opinion, we may reasonably conclude 
that the electric fluid has (h'splayed its power in the numerous and 
different degrees of affinity which various subterraneous substances 
bear to this fluid. 

Among the correlative and sulisequent phenomena I have not 
mentioned the earthquake which took place in Bodi on the l.'ith 
of December, nor the fog wliich enveloped Paris on the ISftli of 
the same month. Those circumstances, or at least the second one, 
may have had no connection with our earthquake, although it is 
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rcmarkulilc f lint in 1 78.*?, when a hnmirod oities of Calabria wore 
cleatroyeJ by earthquake, and Iceland at tlie same time I'niiviilsed 
by the eruption of il.s volcano, a dry fog cxtcndcil almoBt all over 
Europe. It is important to note that after the Kith, the sky 
remained clear for eight days, then very fine rain fell, followed by 
heavy falls of snow, and on the evening of the 1 7th of January, 
and during the 18th, a violent and temiiestuous north wind pre- 
vailed. On the 21st and 22nd, it blew still more fiercely from the 
west, leading us t*> fear that the buildings shaken by the earth- 
quake would be still further rent and destroyed ; however, the 
north wind returned again with wintry severity. In conclusion, 
the metr'ors and other phenomena here enumerabsl as having pre- 
ceded, aeeom[wnied, or followefl the earthquake, are [msitive fiu't.s, 
which I willingly submit for judgment to those who profess these 
sciences. 


Note, — So far as the speculative part of this somowlwt liazy 
piece of philosophizing is concenied, it must 1)0 taken for what it 
is worth. The style is one very prevalent in publications having 
a certain pretension to profundity and jiopularity of mutter in 
Southern Italy at present, when treating of official phenomena. 
The Inspector of Pri.sons’ statements must be taken with due allow- 
ance — such other facts as he records are the solo residua of value. 
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Translation of Pari II. of the Report to the Royal Academy of Science 
of NajJes, by Professors Palmieri and Scacchi, »» the Earthquake 
of lith Auffusl, 18;')!. 

Della Reyione Vulcanica del Monte Vulture e del Treinuoto m 
awenuto ncl de 14 Ayosto, 1851, relazione fatta per incarico della 
R. Accademia della Scienze, da Luiyi Palmieri ed Archanyelo 
Scacchi. Parta Seconda ; Storia del Tremuofo. 

HISTORY OF THE EARTHQUAKE. 

Melfi, 14th August, 1851. 

From the past summer season, up to the moment in which we are 
writing (February, 1852), the earth has been Irequently convulsed 
in several of the coimtries of Eurofie. All thi'iso earthquakes have 
had distinct centres of action, and a different intensity and c.xten- 
sion.* 

It is our province solely to speak of that which with reason has 
been denominated the earthquake of Melfi, not merely because this 
unfortunate city suffered the most in the death of its inhabitants, 
and the ruin of its buildings, but because the cause of tlu'so calami- 
ties was felt in the surrounding countries, the ground on which this 
ancient and illustrioas metrop)lis of Puglia is built having been the 
centre of convulsion, as wo shall presently demonstrate. Journeying 

• The earthquake of Melfi was the signal for many others. Earthquakes 
occurred in Hungary, France, Albania, Calabria, Ac. In the last region they 
were felt in the month of January, 1852, but not with the usual degree of inten- 
sity ; they lasted many days, and the shocks were so frequent as to coni[iel the 
inhabitants to sleep ont of doors. The shocks in Calabria had no coimection with 
those in Melfi, which arc still lerceptible. 
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from Naples to Melfi by the Salemo and Valva road, almost two 
entire days are owiipied alone in crossing the A|x>nnines ; and after a 
long and {uiinful ascent the traveller at last reaches an eminenco 
from whence his eye miglit range over the vast plains of Puglia, where 
the view is only broken, at the outskirts of the A])eimiues, by a soli- 
tary and majestic mountain ; testifying by its configuration that its 
origin was very different from tliat of the mountains he has been 
conteinplatiiig for two days. This mountain, with its numerous 
ridges and deep valleys, with beautiful and fertile declivities, is 
Monte Vulture, at tho base of which, built over the voleauie for- 
mation, stands first of all Atella, rich in historical associations, but 
now [Mxir in inbabitants, owing to its unhealthy atraos]ihere ; next 
Uionero, a new and jwpulous city, probably owing, in part, its j)ros- 
])crity to the emigrations from Atella. Along the east side of the 
mountain the next town is Barieli, a large lx>rough of Albanian origin; 
then Itajxjlla, an ancient ejiisi-ojial seat, dating from Nonnan times; 
ami, lastly, a little to the north of Vulture, Melfi u 2 )]>ears, built on 
a gentle eminence forme<l of loose and incoherent volcani<- tufa, 
covertsl with incomjaict and almost scorimeous lava To the right 
of the Ix-aten track, the last of the Ajx'iinines api>ear to <hange 
into low hills, some of wliich are formed of fucoid clays, and on the 
side or summit of these hills stand Ginestra and Rijiacandida, and 
further on Venosa, Lavello, Masehito. Reyond, to the north, runs 
the Ofanto, and from thence Puglia is a level plain, j)rt!8enting a 
lovely lamlscape from many pomts; but tho best view is obtained 
from tbe highest riilgc of Vulture, whence tlio jirosjiect extends to 
the Adriatic. The chain of the Apeimines strefrhes on from the 
west side of Monte Vultiue, ]iresenting the same low hills, on 
which Monfrvertle, Carbonara, Candela, &c., are situated. The 
rest of the region in which the earthquake was more or less felt is 
marketl on the maj). 

On the 1 1th of August, 1851, the ground being drie<l up by long 
want of rain, the weather sultry, the sun shone out jialcly, as if 
covered with fog. Towiusls noon the sky was cloudless, and tho 
8tmo8j)herc clearer, but at twenty minutes [>ast two c. M. a sudden 
shock of earthquake occurreri : a gust of wind was observed by 
those in the country, and some also saw a light vujwur or tdoud 
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pass rapidly over the towns, which fell \vith a dreadful noise, and 
heard a deep subterranean report, wliich was more distinctly per- 
ceived in the many repetitions which followed the first agitation 
of the ground. In all those districts which suffered much injury, 
the sliocks were first vertical and then undulating : the motion was 
communicated to a great distance, but witli decreasing intensity, 
and simply undulating from north to south, about ten seconds in 
duration, as was observed in Naples. At tlie first convulsion of tlie 
buildings, men and women, old people and cliildren, were buried 
under the ruins, some killed and some disabled by wounds, and 
not a few who had gained tlie street in which the walls of the 
adjacent houses were falling, jicrished in the act of escape. Some 
were safely sheltered under doorways where walls were left stand- * 
ing, wliilst the roofs had fallen in. The survivors fled into the 
o]ieii air, and just as they were collected together, and were begin- 
ning to recover from their terror, and inquire for friends and 
relatives, half an hour after the first shock, another subterraneous 
reixirtjWas heard, with new shocks, differing little in intensity from 
the first, and causing fresh ruin to the build in gs left insecure and 
tottering from the recent convulsions. The people behold this scene 
of ruin in the open air : in Melfi, Barieli, and Eaiiolla they were left 
without a roof to shelter them, without food, clothes, or furniture. 
But if this repetition occasioned new damage, it did not create new 
victims, for all were already out of doors ; and to some, j>erh8i)s, it 
may have been salvation, because, already buried under the ruins, 
they were partly disinterred by the new convulsion, and, safe or 
wounded, reapj)eared among the bving; wliile others, doubtless, 
who liad been buried alive, ^>erished at tliat moment. Before even- 
ing there was a tliird shock, and during the night which followed 
the earth was convulsed about eleven times. In the succeeding 
days slight shocks occurred, once or twice during the day : after- 
wards they became less frequent, as was the case in September, 
when we visited these regions ; and at the moment in which we are 
writing they are still perceptible, but occasion no injury to tlie 
buildings. At the first shock the inhabitants tlid not observe any 
sign attending the coming calamity, but afterwards they perceived 
that each shock was preceded by a mysterious forebo<iiug among 


Digitized by Google 



200 


PALMIKUrS AND SCACCHPS RKPORT. 


animals, almost always accustomed to announce certain ]iIieno- 
mena, which man with his intelligoncc often cannot foresee. Asses 
everywhere were the first to predict, by tlieir frequent and unn.sual 
lirayinfr. that tlie earth would soon tremble. Xe.xt in order wo 
may reckon the barking of dogs, the grunting of pigs, and an 
unusual distm-laiuce amongst |>oultry. In some places — as in 
Foggia — an increase of temperature was olis»!rved at the moment 
of the shock, and an ascent of the barometer, which subsequently 
fell to 28 inches and 2 lines ; this last, however, may have been 
caused by the vertical motion. We have no other observations, 
near Melli or in Jlclfi itself. 

In some places the failure of water in wells was remarkable, in 
’ others, springs siwuted out with fowe, and then disappcai-ed for a 
while, and some affirmefl that the wafer was much discoloured. 
There is in Mclfi a very abundant spring, which floods the 
valley with its stream, but no phenomenon of this kind was ol>- 
serve(L In one of oim ascents of Monte Vidtiire, on the 22ud 
of Sopteml)er, we visited the Fontana di Piloni, which owes its 
origin to two dutinct sprhigs, although very close to each other ; 
and a few days afterwards (on the 3rd of October) we observed that 
the water in one had fallen one-half, and in the other one-fifth. 
The herds who frequent this place assured us that they had ]ier- 
ceived the diminution six or seven days befori!, and that within 
their memory a similar failure had never before ocemred. On the 
Kith August there was a storm with frequent thunder, largt' hail- 
stones, and heavy rain ; the wheat crop was completely destroyed, 
and the vines injured by the hail. In September and the begin- 
ning of Octobcw we saw frequent lightning at night, and in Novem- 
ber the thunder and had returnetl with greater vehemence. Mclfi, 
Barieli, and RapoUa are almost de.stroyed. Next comes Kionert), 
one third of which is ruined, and the rest morn or le.ss (himageiL 
Atella, Veuosa, Lavello, Ascoli, Canosti, and Candela, rank next 
with regard to injuries, and then the other vidages marked on the 
map. 

In Melfi not a .single house was left uninjureil. The rage of the 
earthquake did not resjus-t the bcst-eonstructed buildings, which 
were certainly the Bishop’s jialneo, a vast and s|>ueious edifice, in 
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which a council had been held by Pope Nicholas II. ; and the 
ca-stle, with its superb towers, the famous seat of the Normaris ; the 
spire of the cathedral, which had resisted the earthquakes of 1348 
and 145(5, and, aliove all, that of 1694, which desolated these 
regions, as we learn from several documents, lost its siunmit. The 
dome, which had been thrown down by the last-mentioued earth- 
quake, and rebuilt in another style, was once more destroyed; 
the college, the other churches, the monasteries, and convents, 
were thrown down, and the nuns were obliged to remain for many 
days in a log hu,t erected expressly for tliem, from which they 
were removed by the royal command to another convent near 
Avigliano.* The rest of the buildings, mostly ill constructeil, 
could not stand when the best fell. The rock itself on which 
the i-ity was built, l>eing naturally incoherent, was split, fractured, 
or 0 {>enetl, so that in many places you could see to the foundations 
of the hous(‘s. At Porte Calcinara the ground o|iencd more tlian 
a metre and a half in diameter, and shortly after the wells of the 
gate were swallowed up. On the south side of the hill, juirtions 
of buihling belonging to the foundations of the houses wore seen 
rolled together with the dwlodged tufa. Similar fragments of tufa 
and lava were observed in other places, both in Melfi and its 
environs: for instance, near the fallen Church of Sladonna di 
Macera. three miles north of the city, and on the 15endina road, 
near the Ponte del Passo. Hie ruins of the desolated city of 41elfi 
show evident signs of the vertical shock : for e.\ample, lallars 
broken at the base, or at the joinings of the stones, while they still 
retain their uitright position ; chimneys lifted iq) and replaced in 
a somewhat dillerent |Kisition. This has been erroneously con- 
sidererl by some a sign of rotatory motion, but we found no trace 
of the kind.-f- 

* Melfi liail seventeen chnrclus, large and small, comprising those of tlic I’. I’. 
OswTvanti, commonly called Capuchins : of these, three, besides the catludral, 
formed ]>arishes; all were destroyed, or rendered dangerous. At this present 
time some are being rejiaired tlinmgh the lit/crality of the king, who, with paternal 
solicitude, hastened to visit his distressed subjects. 

t Signor O. Francisco Cramita, of llionero, to whom, as well as to the brothers 
Catena we Iteg to express our gratitude, told us, that, being siatid at taide with 
the lUshoji of Melfi, on the 14th of August, he observed that his (ynwafs snutf-box 
was several times thrown up and down on the table with great violcna'. 
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Tho extensive ruins in Melfi, the evident signs of strong pulsatory 
shocks, the fis.sures and rents in the ground, and tho subterraneous 
noise which always aecomjiauied tlie shocks (sometimes prijceding 
them, sometimes simultaneously with them) prove that tliis city, as 
we have already affirmed, was the centre of the terrible phenomenon ; 
and aU who at tlie moment of the earthquake chanced to be in tlie 
open comitry agree in stating that they observed the country 
houses full one after the other, according to their distance from 
MellL But if Melli must be considere<l the physical centre of the 
earth(juake, it does not e<jually represent the geometrical centre 
of the affected region, on wliich subject we have some imjiortaut 
obseiratious to bruig forward. In tho first place, the earthquake 
was felt with more intensity on the volcanic formations. Conse- 
quently Ginestra and Ripacandida sufferi-d incomparably less injury 
tlian Barieli and Rionero ; and yet the last town is in a direct line, 
further from Melfi than Ginestra. Swondly. The impetus of the 
carthqmrke decreased rapidly when it came in conbict with tho 
Ai>eunine limestone, and extendiKl more on the hills of s-ub-Ai)cn- 
niue rock and Macigno fonnation, on wliich the towns of Veuosa 
and Lavello on one side, Monteverde and Carbonara on the other, 
are built, than over the plains of Puglia. As you approach the 
summit of the A|)cnuine8, looking for the villages and towns that 
ore built on the comjiact limestone formation, you so6n perceive, 
from the houses, that some jxiwer must reside in these mountains 
to weaken the earthquake, or risiist its influence. Lastly, Ruvo 
and St. Fele are distant from Melfi in a direct line, the same as, or 
even lc.ss, than Asioli, and yet this place suffered much, while tlie 
former towns show no trace of tho earthquake, except the terror 
of their inhabitants, jknd to look at St Fele, perched on a rock or 
steep ascent, you are inclined to judge tliat at the slightest motion 
it must be jireeipitatcd into the ravine below. Thus, too, Calitri, 
Bisaccia, .'.lascliito, Fioreuza, Avigliano, and Muro, built on tlie 
inclination of precipices, were untouched, or nearly so, in com- 
parison with Ascoli, Ciuidela, and Canosa, which were greatly 
injured. But without multiplying instances of tliis kind, we shall 
enable the reader to judge for himself, by showing how the towns 
may bo classed with regard to the intensity of the earthquake, so 
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that by glancing at the map wliich delineates the region in which 
tlio earthquake was most felt, ho may compare these data with the 
distances from Melfi : — 

1. Mclli. 

2. Barieli and Hajiolla. 

3. ilionero. 

4. Atella, Ginestra, Ripacandida, Venosa, Montevcrde, Lavello, 
jW-oli, Canosa, Candela, Carbouara. 

C. Towns difficult to classify, as Trani, Barletta, Cerignola, 
Lacedogna, Risaccia. 

7. All the remaining places marked on tlio map suffered scarcely 
any hijury, and in some of them no trace of tlie eartliquake remains, 
except the recollection of terror, in the minds of the inhabitants. 

Frum this scale, and from inspection of the map, it is evident 
that the shocks of the 14th of August (the only ones which really 
did any injury, the others being of slight intensity) must have been 
projmgated with greater force on the line of the Ofanto so as to 
affect Cano.sa, very distant from Melfi, and to arrive still vigorous 
on the coast of the Adriatic, injuring Trani and Barletta ; but we 
must remember the other earthquakes which occurred in Sci)tember 
and October, in Terra d’Otranto, which extended to the prmince 
of Bari, giving new shocks to those places which had partially 
suft'ered in the earthquakes of Melfi. 

A shock of earthquake was felt in Canosa, on the night of the 
Cth and 7th of September, wliich was not perceived in Melfi, 
Barieli, Bapolla, Rionero, &c. The earthquake which destroyed 
Yallona and other cities of Albania, with the loss of 2,000 human 
beings, was strongly felt in Terra d’Otrauto, and extended also, 
although weakened, through the province of Bari. We affirm 
these facts without positively denying the possibility of the pro- 
pagation of earthquake waves in one way more than another, even 
in a plain like that of Puglia, of the same geological formation, at 
least on the surface. But this greater elongation of force towards 
the Adriatic, does not weaken the observation relative to the 
decrease of jxiwer along the chain of the Apennines, a fact which 
agrees with others of the same kind in various places, as recorded 
by Humboldt. 
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Returning now to the mins of Melfi, as no building, even among 
the strongest and best, escajMHl uninjure<l, we eamiot say whether 
the earthquake liad more power in high or in low places ; yet we 
are of opinion that houses built on a declivity must have fallen 
sooner than those built on a level surface, and in general we 
remarked thi.s in all endangered districts. Houses built on a level 
surface, with a square or rectangular foundation, not much longer 
than wide, of a moderate lieight, especially if provided with beams 
and iron clmins (s', e., chain bars built into the walls), at least allowe<l 
egress to their inmates, and although injured were for the most 
jjart left staudiug. The house of Signore Calvino is an apparent 
exception to this rule, it being the only private house in the district 
of Venosa which buried any person beneath its mins, and yet it is 
recently built on a large, level, and almost square foundation ; but 
on attentive examination we find that its deviistation must bo 
attributed to faults of constraction, for the roof had no tye-bars, 
wliilst the floors were covered a volta a velce with a very weak arch 
very thin at the top ; the quoins were made of hewn stone, 
wretchetUy bonded into the rest of the fabric, so that at the occur- 
rence of the earthquake, the front wall, by the motion of the arches, 
was easily shaken from its vertical jxjsition, and then some frag- 
ments of the roof falling on the arch of the upper story, which had 
already lost its equilibrium by the displacement of one of its 
abutments, caused it to fall on the story beneath, biu^’ing all the 
l>eo[ilo who were in it. We take this oiqKjrtunity to state that 
the inhabitants of Vulture, availing themselves of the lava, whieli 
is sufficiently porous and capable of taking a good bond with 
cement, built their walls of unhewn stone of lava rabble-work ; 
and as the cement which they use is not very good, owing either 
to the small proimrtion of lime which is mixed mth it, or the 
want of selection of the I’ouzzolana, it does not, as good cement, 
harden with time, but loosens, and cmmbles into dust, so tliat the 
walla do not offer much resistance to the convulsions of the 
ground. The ceilings are also made of lava, and are easily 
destroyed by the vibration of the walls. In Melfi little skill is 
displayed in uniting the fragments of lava ; we have seen a wall, 
the inner side of which was left standing, wliile the outer had 
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falloi). clearly showing that it had l)een formed hy the two sides 
Ijciiig simply laid together, but not Ixjnded.* 

Generally speaking, houses built on a declivity, when not thrown 
down, are found injured on tho side next the hill {dal lato della costa), 
which proves the utility of giving a contrary inclination to the foun- 
dation, as is usual in the analogous case of counterscarps (contrafforti) 
or revetments, and it was certainly to this circiunstance that the 
monks of the monastery of St. Michael, in Monticchio, owed their 
safety ; the building being partially ruined by the shocks, and me- 
naced by the stones which were detached from the lofty over- 
hanging rock, wonld surely have been precipitated into tho lake 
lieneath, had not the foundation been so judiciously built. When the 
amazed inhabitants of Melfi, w'ho had escaped death, were collected 
together in the open air, and somewhat recovered from terror, they 
turned to the wreck of their native place, and endeavoured to seek 
out their homes, frequently rendered inaccessible, and set to work, 
looking for persons and furniture, beneath the ruins of overthrown 
buildings ; they were speedily assisted in their seareh by people 
sent by the mayor of the province. Many wore found dead, many 
wounded ; the former received Christian burial, the latter were 
conveyed to hospitals erected at the most convenient places, and 
maintained by the charity of the survivors, and the care of govern- 
ment, with the aid of the medical men of the district, and the hard- 
working Sisters of Charity. The excavations being continued 

• Solidity is indeed no protection against the rage of the earthquake ; yet it is 
also true, that goal buildings are not tliu first to fall, and that they at least allow 
the inhabitants time to escape. Tlie episcopal jialace was greatly injured j but still 
it is almost entirely strmding, and there is scarcely any mom fallen in: the square 
porch, with pillars and arches, constructed in an artistic manner, vritli hewn stones 
and good cement, lairmit the traveller still to behold this siqicrb edifice, aud to 
ascend and admire tlie room in which the conndl was held. We may say the same 
of the castle, whicli, with its rent sides, does not yet yield to the mpacity of 
centuries and the violence of naltire, hut still recalls the memory of its jiast 
grandeur. Tlie steeple of the cathedral has, it is true, lost its summit, but it has 
resisteil many rarthquakes, aud, lopped as it is, stands erect amidst tho general 
ruin, three stories higher than the other buildings. We have sei-n another steeple, 
of Nonnaii architecture, built of hewn stone, which stood erect beside the fallen 
church. The iinhapjiy Acquilecehi was scarcely saved Isineath a doorway in tho 
midst of a heap of ruins, whicli buried all his family, for under the decorative 
exterior of his house old aud Imdly-biiilt walls were concealed. 
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for Rorae days, thoy had tho Imppinoss of finding many persons 
alive, who had been supjwsed deaiL For insfanro, on tho 17th, a 
living, hut orjdianed sucking child, of eighteen months, was found, 
named Filomena Paliiiieri, whom we afterwards saw, ami Manro 
Fanili, a lioy of five years, was disinfiirrefl alive on the 20th. 
although with a had wound in tho head, which was not [s-rfectly 
healed on tlie 27th Septcral)or, when we saw him. We learned 
from tho father, that ho was found nearly insensible, and sufirered 
from intense thirst, which was not diminished for four or five days 
after, hut that he did not show much desire for food. In reply to our 
inquiry he told us that he found urine but no escrement, where the 
child was discoveresl, and that he ha<l fever for several days after. 
Tho l)oy was unable to tell us anv-thing, either from bashfulness in 
our presence, or want of intellectual development, although well 
grown and strong in body. Our illustrious predecessors who described 
tho earthquake of Calabria, in 1 78.3, have recorded several cases 
of more prolongetl fasting, but in individuals much older than these 
children. Wo are unable to say how many suffered from illness, 
induced by terror, but cases of cure of some diseases, by tho earth- 
quake, or by its terror, are not wanting ; for instance, a mart who 
had been confined to bed for many months, with articular jmins, 
suddenly acquired the painless use of his limbs. The man’s name 
is Tiberio Gallolli, and tho circumstance was related to us by 
Signor D. A. Paradisi, of Bariele.* 

We must now speak of the losses of each city, borough, or 
village, to which the scourge which we are briefly describing, 
extended, for it would bo useless to enlarge on tho ruins of Melfi, 
few houses there, being left standing, and all being badly injured, 
reminding us of the aspect of disinterred Pompeii, with the addition 
of tho heaps of stones blocking up the streets, the walls inclined 
or tottering, here a beam supporting part of the roof, there a piece 
of framing {congrepnazione) broken in pieces, standing in tho 

• Sij^or D. Vinceny^ Casalo wrote from Barlctta, on the 16th of August, to 
Cav. Gussonc : “ The earthquake has destroyal me. I was asleep on m\’ back, 
and at half-post two o’clock the vertical motion jerked me up in such a manner aa 
caused an acute pain in my loins, and as yet 1 cannot hold myself straight. Tho 
horiyxmtal motion from N. E. to S. W. did not at all affect me.” 


Digitized by Google 


MELFI EARTHQUAKE OF 1851. 


207 


ino.st picturesque and strange position, while in the midst of the 
desolation, men and women, old people and children, wander in 
silence squalor and misery, depicted on their countenances, and 
all wearing some mourning garb, for they are fathers weeping for 
their children, brothers for brothers, wives for husbancLs, cliildren 
for their mothers, &c. 

The appearance of Meld, although we had already seen Atella, 
Rionero, Bariele and Rapolla, affected us with indescribable emo- 
tion. The reader can acquire an idea of its ruined condition from 
the faithful sketch of Signor Flanti, junior;* but who can describe 
the sorrow legible in the countenances of those poor creatures, who 
are wandering round the walls of their former homes, no longer 
possessed of their domestic hearths, relay ves, or friends? How- 
resist the thought of the misery of the poor apothecary, who had 
lost his all beneath the stones, and was reduced to beggary ? Here 
was the small proprietor, whose sole fortune consisb-d of a few houses ; 
there, close to the ruins of a caf§, its former master, deprived of 
breail and hope. Such was the picture presented to us when 
we had already wept over the fate of other dLstriefs more or 
less afflicted. Alas 1 the sole comfort which the mind can feel 
amid such mi.sery, is the consideration of the clemency of the 
prince, and the sympathy of those persons who contributed to the 
relief of the unfortunate people. The victims of Melfl exceeded 
700 ; among these were several prisoners killed by the fall of the 
prison ; others were pardoned by our monarch on his arrival in tlus 
region, blessed and tlianked by the people for his wise arrange- 
ments and liberal succour. Little different from that of Melfi was 
the fate of Rapolla and Bariele ; it is true, that a greater number of 
buildings were left standing, but if closely observed, they are foimd 
with fallen roofs, or tottering walls, or such injuries os render them 
unsafe, and dangerous. Tlie rock on which they are built is tlie same, 
that is, volcanic tufa. About Bariele, many caves are excavated 
in the rock, the lirst habitations of an AlWnese colony which settled 
there, and which now servo ns a shelter to the houseless. Both 
these towns stand partly on the summit of hill.s, or rather hillocks, 
at the base of Vulture, and partly on the declivity. The houses on 
the heights are the mast injured, perhaps owing to their greater 
• Cnppcr*plnto to originftl Heport. 
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age. Itnpolla, though nearer to Jlelfi than Bariele, appears at first to 
liavc suflfercd less, hut when the matter is more closely investigated 
this is s(‘en to be an illusion, owing its origin to the eireunistance 
that some of the walls, especially of the houses in the environs, are 
yet standing ; in reality, it has suffensl greatly. Among the 
fallen buildings in Ka[)olla, the cathedral, a stnictim- in the 
Norman style, especially attracted our attention ; its sU^cple had 
Ixsm partly destroyed in the earthquake of 1094, and afterwards 
rcstonsl, as an inscription still legible on the wall attests. We 
subjoin an aectirate sketch of this church, one among the many 
destroytsl by this earthquake, miule by Aehille Flauti, architect. 

Bariele, although more jwipulous tlian Uaimlla, j)oss<'S.sed no 
remarkalilc monuments^ except a l>eautiful altar, with eorre.spond- 
ing marble balustrade, in the fallen CImrch of Mailonna delle 
Grazic, which has been taken away and re.stored in anotlier ]ilaee, 
by or<ler of the f’ommLssioners, apjiointed by the king, to inquire 
into the iujuri(*s of the churclies, to provide for the nwessities of 
the ]H>pulation, and procure them the divine comforts of religion. 
The earthquake here, as at Melfi, was first vertical, and then 
undulating. Some observed at the moment, an unusual light in 
the rooms, occasioned, probably, by the alternate o[iening and 
closing of the walls, for a hen was found on a terrace with both her 
legs locked between the joints of the [Mvement which had opened, 
and closed again, like the ground at P. M. Acazio, in the eiudh- 
quako of Calabria, in 1783. There were about 120 deaths in 
Bariele, exclusive of those who were dangerously wounded ; and 
about 70 in Rapolla.* 

Uionero, also situated at the base of Vulture, on a gentle 
declivity, about four miles distant from Melfi, in a direct line, lost 
with some of its ch\irches, nearly the third jmrt of its houses ; the 
rest also were more or less injured. It is remarkable that in some 
places the ruins are crowded together ; this is mostly oksciwable in 
the low part of the town, the region of deatlis. The victims of 
Rionero were (il, exclusive of the wounded. Here, too, the earth- 
quake was first vertical, and then horizontal ; and from the 14th of 
August, to dawn on the 10th, quite as many slmcks were jierceptible 
as at Melfi. 

* The pofjulalion of Uariilc ia 5000; that of Rn|ioIIa, ,'5200. 
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Atellii, sitiiatcd at the very outskirts of Vulture, almost at the 
limit of the voleanic formation, about six miles from Melfi, and a 
mile and a half south of Rionoro, having declined in prosperity, as 
we have already stated, contained but 1,000 inhabitants. The 
earthquake was felt here with a force sufficient to destroy some 
buildings, and greatly injure others. The ceiling of the Church of 
St. Lucia fell in, and upon a wall wliich had been covered by a 
recent building, a fresco, the work of no common artist, was found : 
it probably belonged to the seventeenth century, although some 
attributed it to the fourteentli, and some to a still earlier date ; 
but from the dress of the people represented, and the manifest 
allusion to a past calamity similar to the present disaster, wo are 
inclined to think that it is a record of the earthquake of 1C!)4, 
in which it appears Atella suffered greatly. In this picture, tin* 
Deity is represented as about to let loose the thunderbolts of his 
justice, on a people seeking refuge beneath the cloak of the Virgin, 
at whoso intercession the thunders are restrained. It justly attracted 
the attention of our august sovereign, who visited tliis place to 
relievo the wants of its terrified population, and who not only com- 
manded its safety until the repair of the church, but desired the 
renowned fresco-painter, Pomiiciano Pasquale Abate, to proceed to 
Atella and make a correct copy. 

The nuns of Atella were able to remain in their dwelling, 
although it was greatly injured, and were not compelled to 
emignite like those of Melfi. 

Piwcediug from Rionero to Bariele, the east side of Vidfim^ 
terrainat<‘S in a ravine through which the small river Olivento flows. 

The Macigno formation reapjiears on the opjxwite bank, which 
rises with a considerable slope ; hero stand Ripacandida opjiosite 
Rionero, distant alxmt a mile and a half in a direct line, and 
Ginestra opposite Barieh', at about the same distance. Roth 
these towns suffered not only less tlian Bariele, which was 
destroyed, but much less than Rionero, and pcrhiqis also than 
Atella. This is provotl not only from the smaller number of 
dwellings which were injured, but from the le.ss number of 
jierceptible shfxiks on the 14th of August, and following night. In 
fact, the shock of the 14th instant, felt by all in Rionero, was but 
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jiint perceived by o few in l{ipn<'nndid!i. In Rionero, ns in Jlelfi, 
eleven shocks were enuiiienited diirinj' the nights of the I tih and 
Ihth; blit in lUpnenndida only five, of which I was assured by 
Father Giaeinto Schiro among others, 'llie higliest part of this 
townland suffered the most ; two houses, two stories high, were 
shaken down. It was necessary finally to throw down one-fifth of the 
buildings, among wliich was the Convent delle Teresiane. The 
rest eseaiicd with slight injuries. In this village of 2,500 souls, 
there wa.s but one victim — a woman. Ginestra, a small territory 
near Bnriele, sufiered even less than Kipaeandida, owing pnilHibly 
to the small elevation of the low tenements. No death oeeiured, 
and two houses only were found in a dangerous condition. The 
m'k on which it is built is sandstone, while Ilipaeandida Ls built 
on largo pebble conglomerate. 

Tlie inhabitants of this village describing the horizontal motion, 
compared it to the opening and closing of the ground. At 
Monteverde, all unanimously agreo that the earthquake coni- 
mcneed with a loud noise from west of north, followed immediately 
by the vertical and then the horizontal motion. .V fifth of the 
buildings suffered much injury ; amougst these tlie cathedral, but 
many of the edifices wore pre\ionsly in a bad state. A mother 
(■■scaping with a child in her arms, was struck by a stone, which 
caused her to let fall the child, and as she stooped to raise it, a 
wall fell and buried Imth bemmth its ruins. A hill to the north of 
Monteverde, called laivagna, formed of large pebble conglomerate, 
was deiqdy rent on the east side. Tlie lo.s.sos in Carbonara wen; 
somewhat less than tho.se in Monteverde. The cathedral, a 
beautifid building, was opened in two |Jnees in the roof. None 
lM?rishcd in the ruins. We wore aasured that for more than a 
week the sparrows were not seen or heard, chirping round the 
walls. Monteverde stands on a steep hill of Maciguo formation, 
Carbonara, on sub-Aiiennine marl, and large j>ehblo conglomerate. 
On a lovely hill of the same formation covered with vines and 
olives, about eight miles cast of Mcdfl, stands Venosa, the birth- 
place of Horace, reminding us how justly that famous poet doubted, 
whether he should call himself an Apulian or Lucanian, for truly, 
Venosa as w(dl lus Isrvello apjmar to Ik( cities of Puglia, the warm 
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breezes moderating the climate of all that part of the district of 
Sfclli on wliich the earthquake exerted its baneful jxjwer, and 
caasing it to abound with exquisite fruits, grapes, and olives. At 
the foot of the hill on which Venosii stands, flows the ancient 
Danno, now calhsl Fiumara, The earthquake of the 14th of 
August did much injury to this famous and ancient city of *J,000 
souls. The public buildings, churches, university. Episcopal 
I'alaco, and Mansion House were all thrown down, left tottering, 
or greatly injured ; and the traveller beholds with especial sorrow 
the injimies of the Church of tho Holy Trinity, which belonged to 
the old Benedictine monastery, whose rich abbey passed into the 
hands of tho Knights of Jerusalem. 

In this church is the tomb of Roberto Guiscardi, and his wife 
Aberada* 

In the tomb of Guiscanli, opposite Aberada’s, the ashes of William 
of tho Iron Arm, Drogone, and some others are inclosed, as we 
learn from a half-effaced in.scription : — 

** Dnigono comitum oomiti ilucum duci hu- 
juii sacri temi>li instauratori GuiUelmo 
llcgi Rolwrlo Gui8canlo Kormaimo 
Restanralori fratribus, ac eortm suc- 
coftaoribus qiiorom ossa hie sitn siuit.” 

Next to it the Fathers had commence<l a splendid tomb of large 
hewn stone, (taken, jwrlmjjs, from the amjihitheatre at Venosii,) 
which they had not time to finish, but which, incomplete as it is, 
awakens the admiration of the traveller, who beholds an imj)ortant 
work of art of the fourteenth century. A painting on one of the 
pillars in tho nave of this chiu'ch, represents tho poix; giving tho 
benediction, and beneath is written — 

“ Pa|« Nicnlaurt 

II«)C sacrum Tcmplum (UMiSi’cravit 
Anno IkMiiini MLVIU.'’ 

The Castle of Venosa, built with great solidity, sulferod no 
imiiort4int injury. It is a work of the ago of Alphonso of Aragon, 

• On the tomb of AleratU is the following legeml : — 

Gubcanli Conjiix Abcrailu Lac couditur area 
Si gcDiUim qua'ris liutic oamujinu^ Imliet." 
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and was laiilt by I’irro of Ikilzo, who, nccoitlin<; lo Pontana, takiii;; 
part with Ferdinand, the son of iViphonso, opjwsed the Duke of 
Tareiito, who fouglit against the former.* 

The private dwellings in Yonosa suffered considerably, but only 
four |iersims were killtnl, two in the house of Signor Calviuo (Inifore 
mentioned), one monk, and ono student. 

Lavello, as well as Venosa, is built on a hill of large pebble con- 
glomerate. This hill terminates on the east and south in a pre- 
cipice and abnipt descent. 

The lossta of Lavello may Ix) eom]>ared with those of Venosa. 
The largest church was partially thrown down, and the others, 
S. Antonio, S. Jfaria del Prineijao, S. Anna de’ Cappueiui, and 
S. Giovanni were either thrown down or greatly injured. 

The suburban cluirch of Jladonna della Speranza is greatly 
injured, and another named of the forest (d>ita ddla foresta) is 
completely ruined. A groat many houses have been more or loss 
damaged, and the injury has liH»n estimate<i at 30,000 ducats. 
Three of the buildings fell on the 14th of August, but it was neces- 
sary to pull down fifty. A young girl aged eleven years perished 
under the ruins. The country-houses, in the di.strict of Lavello did 
notescajK) devastation and ruin. In one denominated Cozzetfo, 
about two miles from Lavello, four js^rsons from llionero jx'rished. 
With the los.ses of Lavello wo may com]iare those of Canosa, 
Ascoli, and Candela, and avoid the rei>etition of fallen churches 
and ruined dwelliugs.f 

• Tlie aocomplishecl professor in the CollcjOT of Venosa, D. R,atfae1c Smith, 
coilccUsf much information for us relative to tlie history of this city anti its tnoim- 
meats; but wo do not like to deviate from our intention of giving a simple 
narrativo of facts which solely concern the cartlniuakc. 

t In Canosa attention is es[iecially attracted to the injuries inflictol on the 
Ciithcdral, an important memento of medi.Tval art, not a little mmarkable for the 
circumstance tliat the remains of Uoemondo arc interred there. 
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Translations of all Notices of the Earthquake of Ui/A Dect-mher, 
1857, and of those occurring soon after, wh ich are (o he found in 
the several Numlers whose dales are ffiven, of the “ Giomale del 
lieqno delie Due Sicilie.” Published at Naples. 

No. 35. Naplts, 17th December. 

L.\st night nixmt ten minutes pa.st ten o’elor’k this eity was 
visited by two w'vcro shocks of earthquake, a brief interval 
occurring between tlam. Genl t>o praised, we have .siLstained no 
injury. Terror urged the greater portion of the jNipulation to 
assemble in open places, but there was no disturbance of public 
order. Wo have received the .same account from Caserhi, Nola, 
Aversa, Pozzuoli, Salerno, and Avellino, in which places, except 
the alarm of the inhabitants, we have no disasters to deplore, nor 
have wo heard of any breach of onlor. 

As to the Principato Citeriore, Eboli and Campagna exjicrienced 
the shocks with greater intensity, and a house has been knocked 
down in the latter, but no personal injuries are rejHtrted. The 
telegram from Salerno adds that no answers have been received 
from Sala, Lagonegro, or the Calabria.s, notwith.standing the repeated 
inquiries from that station. Uut whatever may bo the cause ol 
this interruption we have learned that even in Piuda the shocks 
were felt and were harnde.ss. In ('astellammaro two jH'rsons of 
the lower order escaping by a ladder from an apartment where 
they were sleeping with others, fell, and rceeived some slight 
injuries. Tin- telegraphic desj)atch is here interrupted. 
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We have jnst received the followng letter from the director of 
the astronomical observatory of (^npodimente ; 

“ Naples, 17th December, 

“ Sin, 

“ I hasten to inform you that last night at ten minutes 
after ten o’clock, French time, a shock of earthquake took place 
wliich lasted about four or five seconds ; two minutes afterwards 
another shock of raucli greater intensity occurred, which lasted 
about 25 seconds. Tlioy were both undulatorj’, and proceeded 
from the south to the north. Tho severity of the second shock 
was apparent from tlio circumstance that two pendulum clocks 
lielonging to this observatory, which were oscillating in tlie 
direction of the jirirae vertical, were stopped, but tliree otliers were 
not afiected. The foundation of tho tower in wliicli our equatorial 
instrument is pdaced also sustained injury. We were also conscious 
of throe successive, but slight sho<'ks, at throe and at five in the 
morning, lasting about a second.” 

December 13. — To continue tho sad report which has just reached 
ns from Principato Citeriore relative to tho earthquake. Wo 
must repeat that tho telegraiih from Eboli to Sala has been inter- 
rujjfed, and that the accounts which liave reached us from tho 
second of these communes are most distressing. Trusting that tho 
fiets are exaggerated, we shall communicate them as wo have 
received them ; and it is our painful duty t<j state that three deaths 
have occurroil in Sala, and that the district prison, tho barracks, 
and other buildings are injimed ; in Atena, half of the houses are 
shattered; in Padula, more than a hundivd houses have been 
injured, and the number of deaths is unknown ; in Polla, tho dis- 
asters are immense, and tho victims numerous, among which tho 
brigade of gendannes, the belfry and church of Sahlina, near 
Salenio, are injured; two ladies killed. lu Campagna many houses 
are destroyed, including that of tho Sub-iutendant. 

We have this moment received a telegraphic despatch from tho 
Intendant of Basilicata, informing us that much damage has been 
ilouo in Potenza, many houses being thrown down, and an unknown 
number of people buried licuonth the ruins. Wc have learned 
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tliat two shocks were felt in the city of Ilari, and Imt ono, and that 
harmless, in Cam|)obnsso. Tim tclograni from Dari is incomplete. 

It runs thus : “ The greater part of the inlialiitants are ” The 

piissengers who arrived this morning in the “ Duke of Calabria” 
assure us that the eartliquake was felt in Calabria, but no injury 
sustained. We rejoice to add that this holds good of Coseuza and 
all Calabria Citeriore. 

December 1 9. — The despatch from Bari this morning informs us 
that tlie two shocks of carthijuako camsed no other damage but the 
injury of the jx)lice barrack, and the terror which makes the greater 
lx)rtiou of the inhabitants spend the night in the open air. From 
Foggia, Trani, Manfretlonia, and Lucera, we have the sumo com- 
forting assurances. 

To the sad details of the deplorable di-sasters which have occurred 
in the district of Sala, wo iwld those which have arrived of a less 
serious nature from the district of Campagna. liieigliano appears 
to have suffered the most, for two deaths are rejmrted, besides the 
fall of ten [xior houses, from the ruins of which fiv'e or six persons 
were saved. Two more wore saved in S. Gregorio and two in 
Duccino. In Caiwscle a man had his leg broken, and a child in 
Senarchia met with a similar accident. In many other communes 
of the district, injured buildings and churches are reported, and in 
S. Gregorio the cupola of the choir fell in. The return of the 
earthquake is everywhere dreaded. A second desimtch from 
I’otenza informs us that the telegraph is ailjusted ; shix-ks are still 
felt tlicre, but less frequent and less hurtful The injuries are 
very serious. 

Wo have just heard that two harmless shocks of earthquake 
were felt in Salerno this morning, ono at six aud the other at 
ten A. M. 

Wo had written so far when tlio details of tho sad disasters 
which have befallen the mihappy city of I’otcnza, where no house is 
uninjured, arrived. The palaces of tho Intendant and the tri- 
bunals, the civil aud military hospital, the quarters of the gou- 
danucric, tho college, the churches, the cathedral h.avo received 
such iujiu'ies as render them totally unsafe. .Vll were employed 
up to tho date of the ollicial rojwrt, tho 17th instant, in exca 
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vating the inU'rred, the number of wliom was unknown. The 
jKipulation who Imd passed the fatal night in tlio ojien air aro 
seeking slieltar in the shenls which have been hn.stily erected. 
Most distressing are the reports Irom other communes of the i)ro- 
vince. 'I’ito, Marsiconnuovo, Ijmrenzami, and llrienza are almost 
destroyed. Two-thirds of the inluibitants of Vignola have |>erishetl, 
and the rest are badly hurt. Melfi, which sufl’ercsl so much before, 
has no deaths to lament, nor Avigliano. Tlie injuries iu Viggiimo, 
t'ulvcllo, Anzi, and Abriola aro great, and the terror and despair of 
the inhabitants still greater. 

A telegraphic desjaitch from the Calabrias informs us that the 
earthquake was almost imperceptible in Cantanzaro and but little 
felt in lleggio. 

No. 2?y. Naples, 21»t Dwmber. 

Dark, bej'ond all description, are the particulars of the disasters 
which have occurred in the two provinces of I’rincipato Citerioro 
and Basilicata, where the destructive violence of tlie eartliquake of 
the night of the Kith and 17th of tliis month appears to have been 
concentrated. With the deepest grief we continue to relate them in 
the same order and manner in which they reached us, careless of 
everything but the manifestation of the simple truth. First of all, 
we grieve to state that up to the 18th iastant, nineteen dead 
bwlies had been disinterred at Botenza, and it is feared that many 
more are beneath the ruins. Three hundred have been exlnimed 
in Polla. II Cajwrale di Gendamicria Montefusco, was taken out 
alive. In Sapouara, the Royal Judge — thunks to the prompt assist- 
ance of his colleague, of Molitemo — was disinterred alive, but the 
unhappy man is left to mourn his wife and two soms, buric<l under 
the same ruins from which he bad been extricated, bruised, and 
lamed. Lngonegro experienced three shocks in the space of seven 
hours. None of the inhabitants perished, but tho greater jwrtiou 
of the biiUdings, both public and private, were more or less injured, 
and throe of them destroyed, among which aro the church of P. P. 
Cappuccini and tho electric station. The shocks continued until 
yi>sterday, but infrequent and slight, an<I the entire population was 
assembled under the slieds which hud been luistily erected in the 
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plain whieli Burroumls the town, whither all liad fled on that 
difui-strous night. In the Coniranno of Carlwne twenty-one dead and 
seventeen wounded are rejxirtetl, ns well as serious injuries to the 
dwellings. Castelsano is almost levelled to the ground, and 400 
}M-rsons have jwrished. Sareoni is almost as biul, e.veept that there 
are but thirty dead. The buildings in Cliirico Ibiparo are destroyed, 
and four dead are rejwrtcd. Maraten is partly destroyed, but only 
one diaith aseertained. The other communes of the tlistrict of 
Lagouegro, which have sustained injuries to the buildings, par- 
timdarly to the churches, and where no deaths are rejH)rted, ar<! 
Maraten, Lauria, Castcllueio, upjx^r and lower, Ilotmida, Viginnello, 
.Sint’ An?angclo, Calvcrn, San Martino, t'astronuovo, nud Senise. 
We liave as yet learned nothing of the other communes in the 
sumo district. With these sad details we have also received a 
ri.’ixjrt of the efforts made by the local authorities to alleviate, us 
far us possible, the effects of this shocking calamity. LTutendonte 
di Potenza, with a zeal, activity, and foresight deserving of every 
pniLse, although compelled to work in the miilst of ruins, has made 
without delay all the lurangemeuts which necessity requires, 
among which we must mention the establishment of a central com- 
mission at head quarters, and other commissions in the various 
suffering districts to provide for every need. The first of these 
commissions consists of the lutendant himself, the bishop, &c. &c. 

A similar commission has Ixam appointed by the lutendant in 
the uninjureil districts, to collect such oflerings as the humanity of 
the well-dLsixised and generous will supply for tho relief of tha 
sufferers in tliis calamity. These offerings will be promptly and 
prudently used for tho construction of temjiorary shelter for tho 
wounded, tho demolition of tottering buildings, the eleaninco of 
the streets, &c. And the sub-commissions are eiijoincsl (if neces- 
sary) to luive recoiusai to tho central commission for supplies, aud 
to j>ay aud supjxirt their operatives. 

No. 280. Naples, 22nd Dtccmbcr. 

The mind recoils from the emimoration of tho calamities which 
now move all hearts; and wo the more abhor our tu.sk as tho new 
re)x>rts exccal lieyoud measure those alrcaily riceived. We 
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ascribed the mournful sum of <leatlis in I’olla to the inaccuracy 
wliicli coiifiLsion entoils, but a tolcfi^jihio dcRjiatch from the In- 
teiiilant of Salerno, who has gone tliere, confirms th(! fatid intel- 
ligence, and asserts that the number amounts to ui)wards of 2(KKI, 
and that tlio men are still engaged in disinterring tlie victims of 
this awful 8 «‘ 0 urge. After I’olla tlio communes of Pertosa, Atena, 
and Aidetta have sustained the greatest injuries. The first two 
and Polla are completely destroyed, and the Ia.st is little better. 
Padilla luid 8an Pietro occupy the third grade in this mournful 
division, and Sala, Piano, Sassauo, Slontesano, S. Arseiiio and 
iSapri the fourth. The entire numlier of deatlis in these districts 
is 2000. 

To moderate the consternation which these particulars must 
excite, we hasten to add that when the large bounty of our pious 
sovereign was announced to the unhappy survivors, an unanimous 
“ Viva il lie ” burst from them, t^heds have been erected every- 
where to receive tlio unfortunate individuals who ha<l passetl nights 
in the open air, and who would have suffered gn^atly but for the 
mildness of the weather. Iluildings have also been constructed for 
offices, and the celebration of divine service, which till now has 
been jicrformed iu the street or under unsuitable shelter. Ovens 
have lieen built where required, and it is consoling to learn that 
be-sides the relief be,stowed by his Majesty's command, tlie com- 
munes have assisted each other by tliat law of 1‘rovidenco in virtue 
of which men are more charitable in time of misfortune. I’hy- 
sicians, nurses, and the consolations of religion are to bo had 
everywhere. The wounded and ill, the bruised and lamed receive 
supplies of blankets, linen, and medicine. Provisions abound, 
thanks to the generous charity of the sovereign, so tliat yesterday 
many barrels of flour, as well as leeches and medicine, were in rea- 
diness to proceed from Principato Citeriore to IJrienza, in the 
Commune of IliLsilicata. To these necessaries were added prepared 
meal, cheese, and other comforts. A means of relief of the highest 
imjKirtonce, owing to the inclement season, is aliout to be sent to 
the aid of the unfortunate. Within a very few hours all those who 
are unsheltered will receive the Isainty of our adored sovereign, 
who has commanded all the military tents to be forwiu-ded to them. 
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Two thousand tents are on the way for the relief of two thousand 
families.* 

With respect to the lesser disasters of the Basilicata, we have 
learned that in Ifetfi a child i)erished under the ruins of a stable ; 
the half-dilapidated tower of tlio Church of S. Augustin was 
thrown down ; the Casa (.Jommunnle, and the house of the Sulvin- 
tendant, with almost all the buildings, were injured; one house 
and a great many walls fell, and the Agrarian Institute and the 
Meteorological Observatorj' were disfigured. 

In Bariele many house's were shaken, and two deaths and two 
wounded men are reported ; in Atella the greater numlx’r of the 
houses are shattered ; and in Venosa, the roof of the Church of 
S. Francesco, and one of the castle towers were destroyinl. As to 
the IVincipato Citeriore, the lessor injuries are those of Vallo, where 
the small belfry of S. Catherine fell, mid many buildings were dis- 
figured, and a physician and his wife injured by tlie fall of a wall. 
The prison at Matera was slightly injured, and many houses greatly 
disfigured. No deaths ascertained in Jfajori and Minori. In the 
latter, many buildings were destroyed and a house fell. In Tra- 
monti, a man and his daughter were found dead under the ruins 
of an old house, notwithstanding the rapidity with which they were 
dug out. Official reports have arrived from the province of Terra 
di Bari relative to the damage occasioned by the recent shocks of 
earthquake. The districts of Barletti and of Altamura have only 
suffered from the terror occasioned by the earthquake ; in tho 
former, tho oratory of the Arciconfratemita del S. S., erected in 
S. Pietro, and in the latter, some more ancient wlitices fell. Tho 
most deplorable disasters occurred in Canosa, where five jxrsons 
were excavated from tho ruins after life was extinct ; but thanks to 
tho activity of the local authorities, many others were saved. 
■Several churches have sustained slight injuries. 

The Province of Prineijmto Ulteriore has not suffered jiositivo 
damage, except the injuries to the buildings in the diflereiit com- 
munes. In Serino a lady, tscaping from her house, had her leg 
broken by tho fall of an old ruinous wall : tho bolfrj' of a chiu-ch 
was also thrown down. In Solofra and S. Mieliael the greater 

• It is imposaiblu to .avoid Raying that by Car the greater jart of these state- 
ments are alisolub' and aud.ici(ms figments.— It. M. 
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immlicr of tho churches were injurwl. Tlie province of Abnizzo 
Ultcriore Secomlo, where the curthqimkcs of the nipht of tlie Kith 
wore felt with <liminishc<l violence, is, God be praisid, uninjured. 
'I’he same comforting as.sunino's have ri’uchetl as from Cupitanata, 
Molise, and the Tlace Calabrias. In the district of Taranto some 
private houses arc' rejKjrted injured, in jtorticular the church of 
I’. P. Domcnicani and the Seminario Areivescovile. The Church 
of the Cajipuceinelli, the palace- of the; archbishop, and the Chiesa 
Madn- in tlie Commune of Acquaviva. 

No. 283. Napit«, 26th December. 

Although wo have received numerous accounts of the calamities 
of Potc-nza, and the communes of that jirovincc*, they are still in- 
comjilete and unsatisfactory, [lartly bcctiuse the attention of the 
authorities has been occujiied in relieving the unfortunate 
survivors, and preventing further accident from the fall of tottering 
buildings, and partly because accurate details cannot be obtaimsl at 
a time of general agitation, when every day develojM the extent 
of desolation and adds to the numlsir of disinterred victims. 
Therefore, instead of repeating with some difference the jiarticulars 
wo have already given, wo shall confine ourselves to matters that 
have not yet been sjioken of, and for the benefit of history and 
science, state that in Potenzn the two shocks felt U|)on that fatal 
night were of equal duration, and that the first was preceded and 
accomiiauiod by a fearful noise, whilst the sky was clear and the air 
tranquil. The first shock was undulatory and up and down {sxistul- 
torio), but that which followwi about three minutes after (as far ns 
the time could bo asccrtaiueil, when every second a]ipeared a cen- 
turj'), luldcd, to more violent undulations and uphenvings, a rotatory 
and jerking motion ; for the walls were thrown ujsiide down, and the 
heavier furniture moved from its [wsition and tosst-d about as if 
in a whirljxK)!, whilst lighter articles, kitchen utensils and crockery, 
were thrown to a distance. The great projectile force (of shock) ig 
known to any who have road the descriptions of the eiuthquakes 
of Lisbon, Murcia, Valencia, and Guadnlou|ie, but csiiecially that 
which devastated Calabria in 17N.‘l, destroying in a moment more 
than a hundred communes, with the loss of upwards of 30,000 
people. 
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The reader can imagine the fate of all tlie bm'ldings in Potenza 
at the second shock of earthquake, during which the tottering 
habitations were falling against each other. ^\e have already 
mentioned the principal injuries done to the public buildings; wo 
uow Bild that the victims (twenty-one nccordiug to the last oliicial 
report), all belonging to the labouring classes, people who were 
unlikely to bo awako at the hour tho catastrojihe occurred, 
especially in tho provinces. From what we have said of Potenzji, 
it is easy to conceive what must have been the shock, and tho noise, 
in such places os are entirely or almost destroyed. We shall give 
the remaining dehiils in catalogue form. 

Briema. — Tho earth opmied along the markot-[>laco ; tho build- 
ings were greatly injured. Up to this date a hundred jieoplo have 
bt'en taken from the ruins. 

Picemo. — The greater jiart demolished ; eight dead ; tho houses 
stUl left standing are much disfigured. 

Pietrafesa. — Slany houses thrown down ; a few wounded ; none 
dead. 

Abriola. — A few huts dostroytKl ; some houses disfigured ; one 
deiul and two wounded. 

Vignola. — Many buildings disfigure<l ; a great many hou.scs 
thrown donsm ; others injured ; number of deaths unknown. 

Maruimnuovo. — About two-thinls of tho dwellings destroyed ; a 
large number of deaths, amount unknown. 

Calvello. — A heap of ruins ; many victims, all not yet disinterred. 

Vigiano. — Almost all levelled to tho ground ; a fire, as in 
Launmzana, increased tho horrors of the earthquake. 

Trlcarico. — A few injuries to buildings ; no deaths. 

Bariele. — Jlany houses in ruins ; two dead ; some wounded. 

Rionero . — Slight injuries to the buddings. 

Montemurro. — Entirely levelled to tho ground ; a few survivors, 
and these injured. 

Tramutola. — All tho dwellings destroyed ; a large number of 
deaths, amount unknown. 

Balvano. — Great damage. No dmiths. 

Molitorno. — All the houses more or b'ss injured, some' thrown 
down ; no deaths. 
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Saponara. — Dwellings entirely destroyed ; a few survivors, some 
of whom arc wounded. 

Tolve. — A great number of houses disfigured ; no deaths. 

Bella. — Some damage to the Camjianile, tho top of which falling 
injured tho church. Fissures in two other churches and some 
private huihlings. 

Atella. — Much damage, hut no deaths. 

G-uardia. — A hundred deaths and more wounded. Churches, 
clmjiels, and dwellings throvn down. 

Matera. — Slight injuries. 

Corleto. — Injuries to tho buildings ; nine dead and more woimded. 

Sarcoid. — Tho greater part of tho houses thrown down, tho rest 
disfigured. From twenty to tliirty deaths already ascertained. 

Coiteharaceno. — Tho greater jiart fallen. The number of 
victims great, but unknown. 

Moniemilone. — Great injuries to the houses and buildings, 
es[)ecially to the church, tho roof of which is half dostroyctl ; no 
deaths. 

Muro, S. Fele, Castelgrande, and Petcopagaiw escaped with 
some damage to tho buildings. 

Matera. — lly permission of the Arclibishop, the seminary is dis- 
missed ns tho building is injured. The nun.s of St Lucia have 
gone to the Convent of the Annunciation for the sjime retison ; 
tlio ])<:nitcnts, especially those who have no friends, have taken 
refuge in tho monastery of S. Chiara. 

Ferrandina. — Alwut fifteen houses destroyed, also the town 
clock, and the roof of the cathedral; injuries more or less severe in 
tho other houses and churches ; four deaths. 

Salandra. — A few houses destroyed ; three deaths ; churches 
and houses injun.d. 

Craco. — Damaged. No death. 

Wo now give the particulars from the I’rincii>ato Citeriore : — 

Cava. — The town hall almost a ruin. No death. 

Baronmi. — The prison is injured ; the old houses, and especially 
the churches, have suft’ered. No death. 

Olevano. — Injuries to some old hou.ses. 
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S. Arscnio. — A few houses dcstroye<l ; two persons hnvo perished. 

Ottati. — Very sliglit injuries to almost all the houses. 

Nocera, inferiore and superiore. — Many houses falling, also tho 
churches. No death. 

Pagani. — Scarcely j>erccptihle damage done. 

S. Giorgio, Siano, and Bracigliano. — Considerable injury to die 
churches and houses. 

Amalfi, Vietri, and S. Valentino.- — Uniujiu-ed. 

Pertoia. — Seventy Ixidies have been disinterred, and it is ladieved 
the victims amount to 300. Forty have been takeu out alive from 
tho niin-s. 

Sacco and Piagine Lottane. — -Escaped with the fall of a wall 
or two. 

Laurino. — In the mountain of Vesalo, four miles from tho town, 
a large bouhhir (macigno) fell and killed a man who was asleep in 
a rick and injured his comj)aniou .severely. 

Torreorsaja. — The walls of two houses fell, also a portion of the 
belfry. 

M(fio. — The roof of a house fell, carrying away part of a room 
imd a child who escaped uninjured. 

Borgo. — Village of S. John at Piro. Tho roof of the recently 
built {Mirish church fell. The walls are standing, but are all split. 

No. 284. Naples, 28th Dcccniher. 

Tho consoling nows of the safety of tho inhabitants of tho Capi- 
tana has been confirmed. Tho public and private buildings only 
have been injured. 

Tho communes of Cagmano, Montesantangclo, Casaltriuitii, 
Pietra, Sosina, and Viesti have only suffered from die terror of 
the double shock. In Reali Saline no house is demolished, but 
many are injured. 

In Orta, tdso, tho royal jtarish church and that of tho Purgatorio 
arc injured. 

As to the province of Bari ; in Trani, tho house of the Procurator- 
general is itijurod. In Gioja, tho (Tempio di Patronato Communide) 
Cliurch of tho Patron Stunt, tho Church of the Frauciscaus, and 
that of the Ptirgatorio are injured ; tho roof of tho latter is much 
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split. Tlic barrafks also havo sufl’erod. In Spinazzola many olil 
uninhabito<l honso.s fell, others were injured, especially tlie barrack. 

In Altamura, Gravina, S. Eramo, a few bouses suflered damage, 
especially the barracks of the two first communes. 

In Nori, the town hall was injured. 

In continuation of what we said of the commune of Canosa, 
we add, that besides the live deaths there were eight wounded ; 
IS.'i houses greatly injureil, and twelve thrown down. Among 
tlio churches which have sufl’erctl are tho convent and church of 
S. Francis, and tho Chiesa del Purgatorio. 

No. 28G. Naplra, 30th Dcccnilicr, 18Ti7. 

Sasso. — Thirty houses demolished and 100 injured; only three 
deaths ; cloven jHirsons have been taken out alive from the ruins. 

Spmosa . — Few houses left standing, and those are tottering and 
injureil. 

OalUcehio. — Sixteen dcatlis, a great many wounded, and sevenil 
with broken bones. 

Gememo. — A part of the church callcil Lc Grazio has fallen ; 
two houses slightly injureil. 

Trivigno. — Some houses demolished. 

Ruoti — The belfry full and much injured the church. Some 
small ehajiels fallen. 

Vaglio. — The church is partly /a&n and partly falling. Many 
private houses are dcmoli.shed. 

liaragumo . — few houses have fallen and others are injured. 

Salvia. — Slight injuries to tho church and belfry. 

Latronieo. — Much damage, but no deaths. The church is 
falling. 

AS’IiV/Zinno.— Several houses fallen and others injured. woman 
was taken out alive, but hurt from tho ruins; a child braised. 

Anzi. — ifrich injurj'totho bouses, ls)lh in the town and in the 
country. One death. 

Pklrapertosa. — The cathedral, tho other churches, the camjxuule, 
and the houses much injured. Enormous stones split, and 
detached them.selves from the mountain. 

Ferrandina. — Fifteen houses entirely ilemolished. Churches 
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and more bouses injured. Two people were killed, and two 
eliildren suftbciited in tlie confusion. 

Aliano — >rany injuries and eleven deaths. 

Aliauelh . — (’orapletely destroyed. Forty-two deaths. 

Craco . — The buildin<;s injured. One death. 

MotUemurro . — We have already said that this phwe is hut a heap 
of stones. 3Iore than a thousand people have perished. We have 
the consolation of knowing that some were token alive from the 
ruins eight ilays after the fatal night. 

jVaTOco.— Entirely destroyed. It is computed, at present, that 
•400 have perished. 

Ciuteharacimo . — The houses have all fallen. The church and 
monastery are tottering. The deaths exceed 100. A lady and 
infant were saved from the ruins, a young girl of fourteen years, 
and several others. 

Siirconi . — The numlx>r of deaths does not exceed thirty ; hut 
the buildings are levelled to the ground. 

Mnratea , — A great number of the buildings demolished. 

Lauria, Caitelluccio, ^c . — Great damage to the jmhlic and 
private buildings. 

Sacco, Liciuati, jfc. — The buildings more or less injured, but no 
deaths. 

Matera, <fc. — Aloro or less injury to the houses, but no 
deaths. 

Salandra . — Forty houses demolished; the rest more or le.ss 
injured and falling. One body has been disinterred. The 
Syndic rejwrts that for about a month a gas was observed to 
issue from a ditch filled with running water, about two miles from 
the town. The gas was of sun heat. A few days ago at twenty 
paces distant, the like gas was observed to exhale from a similar 
ditch. It was only perceptible in the morning hours, and disap- 
pearerl during the rest of the day. On the ‘22nd instant this 
exhalation entirely ccasc'd. It is believed that a sjwing of 
thermal waters has its is.sue here. 

Orastano . — About 100 houses fallen ; all the other buildings are 
more or less injured. A young girl of fifteen years of age was 
killed, and a lady had her leg broken. 
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Chrottola . — Some houses fallen ; the rest injured badly. One 
death. 

No. 287. NapUu, 31st Deceinber, 1857. 

Sorrowful details arrive every day from the regions of this 
calamity. In the district of Sala, the shocks continue, less severe 
during the day than during the night, and each is preceded by 
an alarming noise. On the 28th, at 9 P.M., and on the 29th, at 
6 and i past 7 I’.si., three strong shocks of earthquake took place, 
each of from 10 to 12 secomls’ duration, and followed by others less 
intense. At Potenza, also, on the evening of the 29th at 6J, a strong 
shock of undulatory earthquake was felt, followed by others less 
severe during the night. They were all harmleas, but at the first 
the [)eople who wore in the houses, fled out into the open spaces. 

No. 1. 2mi Jauuory, 1858. 

In continuation of the accounts relative to the effects of the 
earthquake of the lUth December, we state that on the 23rd two 
ladies and two children were taken alive from the ruins in Montc- 
murro, having been buried seven days. 

In Muro, Itionero, S. Pole, and Castclgrandine, no positive 
damage is to be deplored, only injuries to private dwellings. In 
Pescopagano one house fell ; but no death occurred. 

We have received the following particulars relative to the 
disasters in Cauosa : — 

The number of buildings entirely destroyed, is eleven : of those 
injured and falling, ninety-six. In a house in the Strada 
S. Giacomo two children were disinterred, one dead, the other alive. 

In another house in the Strada Carozze, six were extricated 
alive, one perishetL In another house in the same street, three 
were taken out badly hurt, two perished. A woman was killed by 
the fall of a house in the Strada Forte. 

Ruvo suffered no injury. The Syndic reports that on the 
morning of the 7th of December, about 13 o’clock, Italian time, a 
report like the explosion of a mine in a closed place was heard by 
all the inhabitants, the greater part of whom were yet in bed ; 
a momentary shock of earthquake followed. 
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No injury occurred in the communes of Castellabate and Castel- 
nuo?o (Principato Citeriore). The buildings in the environs of 
Laurino suffered. 

In the commune of Bella, about two miles from the town, in 
the district Carlotta d’Isca, the earthquake of the IGth December 
levelled hills, upturned ground, formed valleys. Half an hour 
before the shocks, a light like that of the moon was observed in 
this region, and a fetid vajmur smelling like sulphur was percep- 
tible. The double shock was felt here, and the noise heard, and 
the next morning an area of about six hundred moggia of tilled 
land wa.s found surrounded by a furrow from ten to thirty palms 
in depth and the same in breadth. 

No. 2. Naples, 4th January. 

From the last accounts of the district of Castellammare, wo 
find that in the island of Capri alone was the earthquake not felt ; 
that in the commune of Graguano, a great many buildings wore 
injured ; and in the village of Sigliano, some houses were partly 
thrown down, and a young man endeavouring to escape, by jumping 
from a wall was hart, but not severely ; that in Pimonte the nrof 
and fayade of the cathedral were injured, and the bouse of one 
Antonio Donnarumma in falling, buried him, his wife, and two 
children, who were all disinterred alive and unhurt. By a report 
of the same date, we learn that in Ottajana, the church of 
S. illichael was greatly injured, and that of S. John the Baptist 
slightly so. 

Wo have received from the lutendant of the province of Terra 
d’Otranta the following particulars relative to the effects of the earth- 
quake of the Kith December, in the communes of that province, in 
which, by God’s mercy, wo have no deaths to deplore. In Taranto, 
considerable injuries to the fa^«do of the church of S. Domenico, to 
that of Mount Olivet, and of S. iVntonio outside of the city. Several 
other buildings received injurie.s. The* private buildings in Pala- 
giauo have received insignificant injuries ; the church suflercd 
slightly. The same in CasteUaueta. In the communes of 
Laterza and Ginosa the shock was more violent. In the first, the 
church belfry was so shaken, that bad it not been secured for some 
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timi' witli iron ctiain bars, it would surnly have fallen on that dis- 
astrous night, and oceasioncKl great loss of life. Many houses have 
snfl’cred considerably. In Ginosa the injuri<>s were more important ; 
twenty-si.\ private houses were more or less destroyed. The town 
hall, and the residence of the royal judge, suffered not a little, 
several of the chambers l->eing rendered uninhabitable. 

No. 7. 11th January. 

Nothing in this number of the ‘Giornale’ except the incidental 
mention of ‘200 pwplo liaving been taken idive from the ruins of 
PoUa. The columns are filled with an account of the “ Royal 
beneficence ” for the relief of the sufferers, &c. 


No. 4H. 4th March. 

The unhappy survivors at Montemurro, were alarmed on the 
‘2i;th of last month, three hours before dawn, and again at day- 
break, by so strong a sliock of earthquake that they fled in terror 
from their sheds. They were a prey to greater consternation, when 
they learned from some countrymen, that the earth hiul ojtened 
and closed again, during both shocks. No bad news, except terror, 
which, however, is a great misfortune to people who have suflered 
so much. At the first of these hours (three hours before dawn) a 
severe shock was felt at Viggiano, when some walls fell, but no 
other damage occurred. 

llalvuno also exj)crienced a slight shock on the 2.3rd, and on the 
same day, just as night was setting in, two subterranean rejx)rts 
like those of a cannon of great calibre, were heard in 8a]>onara, an 
interval of thirty seconds between them. The inhabitants fled 
from their sheds in great alarm, and assembled in the chapel to J)ray. 
After these remarks, it is unnecessary to mention the slight shocks 
which have been felt in other places of the Basilicata, not exccj)t- 
ing Potenza. 

No. r>2. Najilos, 9th March. 

On the night of the 0th March, three somewhat prolonged 
but harmle.s8 shocks of earthquake, were felt iu Lagonegro. 
On the following day, at 3 r. m., two much more violent shocks 
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oacli of from nine to ten seconds’ duration occnm'd ; another shorter 
one at 8 p. m. ; and at 5 a. m. on tlio 7th, auotlier more severe 
shock of from five to six seconds’ duration. Although the build- 
ings sulTered no little damage, we have nothing to lament but the 
consternation of the people. 

No. 55. Naples, 12th MarcJi. 

Two undidatory sht)ck8 of earthquake were felt at Salerno, the 
first at 50 minutes after 2 P. M., on Sunday the 7th instant, and the 
second after midnight on the following Monday : both harmless, 
like all those which we have noticed during the last few days. 

No. 67. Naples, 15th March. 

About an bom- and a quarter after midnight, on the 7th instant, 
anotln'r shock of earthquake, at first siissultatory, and then undn- 
latory, was felt, slightly at Potenza, but severely enough in many 
of the other communes, of that province. In Tramutola it com- 
pletely demolished the buildings, before tottering, but occa-sioned no 
death. In MontemuiTo, the shock was felt an hour earlier, but there 
are no new victims to deplore. 

No. GO. NaplM, 18th March. 

We are grieved to announce that the shocks of earthquake still 
continue, in the province of Principato Cilra. After the very severe 
one of the night of the 7th at Stderno, which wo mentioned in the 
journal of the 12th ultimo, another, still more severe, took place 
about half past 20 or 21 o’clock, Italian time, that day, and 
terrified the inhabitants of the different communes of that pro. 
vince, who considered it equal in intensity, to the second which 
(S'curred on the night of the IGth Dwemls'r. 5Iany slight shocks 
followed, during the night, especially in the two communes of VilHt- 
nati, and 8apri. These shoi ks were all precedrsl by fearful noises. 
Sapri, Casulctto, and Vibonati, have suffenvl more or less damage, 
esjKS'ially the two first, where several boast's were demolished. In 
the first of theset communes, a young girl and a child were injured, 
by the fidling of the beams of a building, but their recover)' is hoped 
for. The |«)pulation ran to the churches to inqiloro Divine aid. 
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and the authoritie.s are zealously engaged with tlie necessary 
repairs. 

No. GO. Naples, 27th Marcli. 

On the 23rd of tliis month, alwnt 2 o'idoek r. M., four slioek.s 
of oartliquake were felt at La Salo, hut all hannles-s. On the .same 
day, anil at the same hour, sho<‘ks were felt in Potenza, preee<led by 
a slighter sho<-k at 10 a. m. These shocks have lit*on so frequent, 
(sometimes sussultatory, and sometimes undulatory,) in the two pro- 
vinces, that one can scarcely say that they have ever ceased, since 
the day wliiidi was so disastrous, to them. On the 17th, they 
affirm that the earth tremhletl incessantly, although not alarmingly 
or destructively'. 

No. 82. Naples, 17th April. 

On the morning of the 10th instant, alxiut 8, 9, and 10 o’clock, 
three shocks of earthquake, were felt in Reggio, the two first, brief 
and slight, the other, longer and more severe. In Palmi, a com- 
mune of the same province, at a quarter past 11, and at half past 13, 
Italian time, of the 8th instant, two brief, but rather severe sussul- 
tatory slux'ks were felt. They were all harmless. A slight slux-k, 
preceded by a loud noise, was felt in Rodi, in the province of Capi- 
tanata, on the 13th March. 
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To his Excellency Signor Btanchini, Minister of the Interior, Arc., Kingdom 
of Naples. 


Naples, 3rd March, 1858. 

Mon Signore, 

It is an object of liifrh importance to the advancement of 
terrestrial physics, to determine with rigid accuracy, the extent 
of elevation or of dejiression, which largo tracts of land are thought 
to undergo, when, as in tlie kingdom of Najdes, exposed to volcanic 
influences from Ijeneath. Nowhere in Eurojic, do circumstances so 
favomahle for such observation, and so precious to science, exist, as 
around Naples and esjxicially at the Temple of Serapis, already 
the subject of much investigation in this respect. Unfortunately, 
however, nearly all determinations of level hitherto attempted in 
this region, are comparatively valueless, hecau.se the only fixed 
datum possible, as that whereby changes of level in the land should 
be determined, has lieen the assumed mean level of the tide, in the 
Bay of Naples. But from the very small rise and fall of the tides 
here, and the great |iertiirbations to which they are Liable from 
changes of direi-tion and force of wind, &c., such aflbrds no certain 
fixed datiun whatever, from which to measure changes of level. 

To establisli, therefore, in their stead, a fixed datum, wliich should 
become the standard to which hereafter aU scientific, levels could be 
referred, (and to which, also, all levels of public works might be 
referred, if thought jiroper by Government,) would be a work, at 
once worthy of his Majesty the King, liighly promotive of European 
science, and valuable hereafter, even for civil purposes, within the 
kingdom of Naples. 
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I take lcavi‘ fo nuggcst for this ond, tliat his Majesty tlie King, 
should catLso a line of instnuni'rital levelling, fo lie earrieil along 
the high road, from Homo to Naples, with the neceasary caw* to 
insure ai’ouracy, starting from the sill of the great door of St. Peter’s 
(nmrch at Homo, as the ueare.st presiimahly fixed and invariahle 
jxiint of level, and ending at the I’alace of Naple.s, or at some 
other determinate jioint, in or near the capital, and there, us well 
as at intermisliate |>oints, to fie {s*rmanently marked U|»on blocks 
of stone. To this lim>, or to some of its intermediate points, the 
ehangeahlo levels of Sorapis, and the levels of every other place in 
the kingdom could, hy ea.sy and known methods, be referreii when 
reqniwxl, and with absolute certainty. The operation its<*lf, of 
eft‘i*cting this, would la* very incXjH*nsivo, and could be jx»rfonn<Kl 
this present spring season, by either his Jlajesty's Corps de Genie, 
or by officers of the Ponte e’ Stradi, if apjxiint<*d for the purpose. 
Not more than six or eight weeks need lie consumed in this work, 
wliich, when coniplete<l, would (*auso his MuJ(*sty’s name to lx* 
renowned throughout Europe, for the pwiinotion of science, by a 
work so imixirtiint. This datum, once estahlisluxl, should be miule 
to corrcsixind, in his Majesty’s kingdom, to the “ Ordnance Datum ” 
of our British national surveys. 

In these suggestions, I know that I should be supported by the 
opinion, of all the greatest of Euroixian geidogists and physicists, 
ns also, I have no doubt, by those of his Jlajesty’s kingdom. 

Should Ids Majesty graciomsly sanction, the l•ommencemeut of this 
work, 1 should lie happy, before quitting Naples, to confer person- 
ally with the executive authoritie.s, who may lx* intrusted with its 
execution, and to convey to them my views, as to the precautions 
and conditions ne<*e.s8ary, to insure to the wisult its just value to 
science. 

I Imvo the honour to be, 

Signor Commandatore, 

Your most olxxlieut f*x*rvant, 

UOBF.UT SIai.let, F.R.iS., 

Mem. In»t. Civil Enyineert. of Enylaml. 
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CHAPTER I. 


OF THE SUPERFICIAL POSITION OF THE SEISMIC VER- 
TICAL, OR OF THE POINT ON THE SURFACE VERTICALLY 
ABOVE THE FOCUS. 


The two preceding parts, have been necessarily tedious and 
lengthy, as describing not only the development of a 
method, but the numerous facts elicited with a view to its 
application ; the colligation of these facts, and the gene- 
ralizations and conclusions to Which they lead, may be 
more briefly given. I purpose treating them under distinct 
heads, and first, of the point on the surface vertically^ above 
the focus. 

Referring to the seismic Map A, transcribed from Zan- 
noni’s great map of the Two Sicilies ; this map, embracing 
the whole of the observed country, is laid down upon Mer- 
cator’s projection, to a uniform scale both in parallel and 
meridian, of 0'64 inch English, or 0162 metre French, 
to the geographical mile, and is divided into squares of 
ten geographical miles on the side each, and numbered con- 
secutively from Naples Observatory as Zero. The original 
map by Zannoni was produced between 1809 and 1812, 
from trigonometrical survey of the chief points, and is gene- 
rally of great accuracy, and from its large scale (more 
than half an inch to the English mile) admits of very 
exact angular protraction and distance measurement. 
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Upon the seismic Map A, I have laid down, the outline 
of the coasts, the jxisitions of all the principal towns and 
villages, distinguishing all those at which seismic observa- 
tions were made. The isoseismal curves — first, second, 
third, &c. — are marked resiiectively, by broken lines, in 
which the number of consecutive dots, li.xes that of the 
curve it designates. The chief mountain ridges, or sum- 
mits of chief elevation, are lightly marked in, and lastly, 
the whole of the wave-jxithe, observed in direction ujKm the 
surface, have been marked with red lines from each town or 
place of observation respectively.* 

It became nece.ssary in the protracting of these lines of 
wave-fiath, which were all observed by the prismatic 
compass, to have regard to the magnetic declination. The 
oljservations made, ujion the local declination at various 
points, and given in Part II., showed that over the whole 
observed area of country, it did not ditfer anywhere more 
than one or two degrees, from the mean declination at 
Naples ; except at one or perjiaps two sjiots, where there 
appeared to be great local disturbance. 

As the most convenient arrangement, therefore, and one 

• The reader who is actually engaged in aeismic research, should 
examine the original large charts in possession of the Koyal Society, 
and al.so compare Zannoni’s map, of which one copy is accessible at 
the Boyal Geographical Society, London, and for the use of which the 
author has to acknowledge having been indebted to the Council of 
that Society. The nocessity of limiting the expense of illustration 
of this work involved several changes from the originals in the re- 
production of these maps, and owing to the great reduction in scale 
and the methods of colour-printing, some inevitable slight errors have 
been introduced not to bo found in the largo charts, all of which make 
tho Maps A and B less demonstrative than the originals, or than 
the author desired. 
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not productive of any sensible error in result, all the ob- 
served wave-paths are reduced to the true azimuth, from one 
equal western declination of 14° 30', and arc so laid down. 

It wiis found by trial, that a difference in dcdiiiatiou 
of 1°, would not make, at the mean distance of the places of 
observatiou from the seismic vertical, a change of half a 
mile upon the superOcial position of any one of the latter. 

It will be obvious at once that the great mass of the 
wave-paths radiate from Caggiano, or close about it, and 
hence that from some point beneath the neighbourhood of 
this village the impulses that produced the earthquake were 
delivered. In protracting the single line qf wave-path 
marked red, from or through any given jX)iut of observa- 
tion, where more than a single direction had been there 
observed, the most probable mean direction was adopted. 
I have taken the mmn of the extremes, of observed angles 
of azimuths, when equal jirobability attached to all the 
oliservations, i.e. when the whole divergence, might be 
assumed as error of observation ; but 1 have adopted the 
most probable, single wave-path, where obvious and h priori 
reasons existed for concluding, that local disturbance, due 
to physical configuration of the adjacent country, or other 
such causes, had produced partial or secondarj' waves whose 
paths should be eliminated. To the circumstances affecting 
such cases I shall refer again. 

Outside the third isoseismic curve, and between Salerno 
and Naples, a number of wave-paths will be observed, 
which do not connect themselves directly with the seismic 
vertical or focus at all. These, due to waves of reflection 
and refraction of the direct shock, we shall pass for the 
ju-esent also. 
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It will be convenient to tabulate here in one view all the 
separate local observations, of wave-path azimuths, before 
pointing out what they lead to by the aid of the map. 

Watx-Path Obsebvations at all tho Stations obsorred b; Compass. 


Naples, City N. 8” E. 

N. 13° E. 

n! S° ^;}PausiUipoTunn 

Torro del Annnnciata .. 8. to N. 

Castcllaminaro N. 6° 30' E. 

N. 12° W. 

Sorrento 8. to N. 

Besina S. to N. 

Amalfi N. 133° W. l . , , 

Atrani N. 133° w. 

LaCova N. 15° 30' E. | 

N. to S. >And orthogonal. 
N. 17° W. I 

La Trinita Monastery .. N. 16° 15' W. And orthogonal. 
Sedomo N. 53° W. 


N. 34°30'W. 
N. 60° W. 

N. 67° W. 

W. to E. 


PuMturn N. 90° W. 

Eboli N. 66° W. 

E. to W. 

La Duchossa N. 74° 30' W. 

E. to W. 

Tabomad’Urma .. .. N. 81° 30' W. 

Castcllnccio N. 70° W. 

Chiosa d'Incoronata .. N. 80°30'W. 

Aulotta (House), one mUoi ^ 

from f 

Aulotta Town N. 90° W. 

N. 115“ W. 

Villa Carusso N. 100° W. 
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Pcrtosa 

.. .. N. 118“ W. 

N. 120“ 30' W. 
N. 84“ W. 
N. 69“30'W. 
N. 120“ W. 

C'ampostrina 

.. .. N. 1.5“ E. 


N. 140“ W. 
N. 157“ 30' E. 
N. G9“ E. 

PoUa 

.. .. N. 12“ E. 

N. 160“ 30' W. 
N. 157“ 30' W. 
N. 165“ W. 

PoUa 

. .. N. 17“ E. 

St. Pietro .. 

. N. 142“ W. 

St. Araonio 

. .. i N. 144“ W. 

Diano 

. .. N. to S. 

Atena 

. .. N. 165“30'E. 

N. 177“ 60' E. 
N. to S. 


La Sola 

N. 171“ 

W. 


N. 167“ 

W. 


N. toS. 


Chicsa do la Trinita, onei 

. N. 108“ 


mile from La Sala .. .. ) 

E. 

Padula Town 

N. 155“ 

E. 


N. 167“ 

E. 


N. 15“ 

W. 


N. 17“ 

W. 


W. toE. 


Gcrtoaa, Monastery of Po-i 
dula ) 

N. 136“ 

E. 


N. 116“ 

E. 


N. 165“ 

E. 


N. 136“ 

E. 


N. 115“ 

E. 


N. 41“ 30' 

E. 

Sasaano 

N. 137“ 

E. 

Lago Negro 

N. toS. 


Laiiria 

N. toS. 



And orthogonal. 


Lateral gorge. 


|And nearly orthogonal. 
Sluice House. 
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Montesano 

N. 

150° 

E. 


N. 

160° 

E. 

Arena Bianca 


N. to 

.8. 

Molitemo 

N. 

140° 

E. 


N. 

145° 

E. 


N. 

154° 

E. 


N. 

155° 

E. 


N. 

125° 

E. 

Sarconi 

N. 

175° 

E. 


N. 

149° 

E. 


N. 

145° 

E. 

Saponara 

N. 

150° 

E. 


N. 

120° 

30' E. 

One mile from Saponara .. 

N. 

O 

O 

^4 

30’ E. 

S])iuuaa 

N, 

134° 

30' E. 

Montemurro 

N. 

143° 

E. 


N. 

134° 

30' E. 


N. 

7° to 

8° W. 


N. 

38° 

W. 

Viggiauo 

N. 

136° 

E. 

Chiesa, St. Clementina, 1 

N. 

139° 

E. 

Biaiio Viscolioni .. 




Tramuiola .. 

N. 

150° 

E. 


N. 

163° 

30' E. 


N. 

144° 

E. 


N. 

162° 

30' E. 


N. 

120° 

E. 


N. 

152° 

30' E. 

Tabcma Vigilliano (8alvi-l 

■ N. 

135° 

E. 

tello) 1 

Vietri di Potenza 

N. 

42° 

30’ E. 


N. 

45° 

E. 


N. 

49° 

30' E. 

Picemo 

N. 

45° 

E. 


N. 

63° 

30’ E. 


N. 

90° 

■w. 

Tito 

N. 

74° 

30' E. 


N. 

87° 

30' E. 


N. 

59° 

30' E. 

Potenza 

N. 

47° 

30' E. 


Nearly. 


|aJso nearly vortical. 
General path. 


General path. 


And orthogonal. 
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Poteuza 


Brindisi 

Tricarico 

Vignola 

Signor D’Errico’s Station, 
Monto PcloBO 


Avigliano 

AtcUa 


Itionoro 

Spinozzola 

Couosa 

Mouticchio Honaatoiy, 
Monto Vulture 

BareiUo 


liapoUa 

Melfi .. .. 

VOL. 11. 


N. 4.5“ E. 

N. 77“ E. 

N. 22“ E. 

N. 80“ E. 

N. 92“:iO’W. 

X. 100“ E. 

W. to E. 

X. 110“ 15' E. 

W. to E. 

W. to E. 

N. 80“ \V. 

N. 70“ W. 

W. to E. 

N. 90“ E. 

N. 45“ E. 

N. 103“ E. True path. 

N. 45“ E. 

N. 45“ E. 

N. 45“ 30' E 

N. 55“ 30' E. 

N. 45“30'E. 

N. 26“ W. 

S. toN. 

N. 85“ E. 

X. 60“ E. 

S. toN. 

I N. 33“ E. 

X. 67” E. 

X. 33“ E. 

X. 35“ E. 

X. 25“ E. 

X. 45“30'E. 

X. 55“ E. 

S. to X. 

X. 45“ 30’ E. 

X. 24“ W. 

S. to X. 

X. 30“ E. 
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Moia 

.. N. 

40“ E. 


N. 

30“ E. 


N. 

32" E. 


N. 

4.5" E. 


N. 

45" 30’ E. 


N. 

16" W. 



8. toN. 

Aficoli 


S. toN. 

Holla 

.. N. 

25" E. 


N. 

25" 30' E. 

Muro 

.. N. 

16" E. 


N. 

16" 30' E. 

Laviano 

.. N. 

20" W. 

Laviono 

.. N. 

32" W. 


N. 

:i4" W. 



8. to N. 

Valva 

.. N. 

25" 30’ W. 


N. 

46“ W. 

Olivoto 

.. N. 

44" W. 


N. 

45" W. 

Capua 


8. toN. 

Calabrito 

.. N. 

45" W. 

Scnarchia 

.. N. 

45" W. 

Capaccio Nuovo 

.. N. 

97" W. 

Castol Saracono .. 

.. N. 

135" E. 

Alta Mora 

W. to E. 

liarrogiano 

.. N. 

46" E. 

Buonabitocola .. 

.. 

N. to 8. 

Sapri 


N. to 8. 

Laorino 

.. N. 

135" W. 


|e. ouil S. E. Bido of city. 


Statement of the pricstB. 


In all, one hundred and seventy-seven observations, made 
at seventy-eight different places, situated in every part of 
the circumference round the seismic vertical. 

Kefcrriiig now to the wave-paths as laid down in red 
lines upon the Map A, it will be found that sij;teen of them, 
pass through the same focal point, or within a circle of live 
hundred yards’ radius around it. 
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Tlicsc are the wave-paths of the following places, going 
round the local point from east to west by the north, viz. : — 


Salerno 

Diano 

Oliveto 

Sassano 

Muro 

Sapri 

Bella 

(’ampostrina 

Barragiano 

Polla 

Potenza 

V'illa Carusso 

Sarconi 

La Duchessa 

Tramutola 

Castcllnccio. 


It will also be found, that thirty-two of them, pass within 
a circle concentric with the preceding, of one geo- 
graphical mile radius, round the focal point, and including 
the preceding stations, viz. ; — 


Eboli 

'J’ramutola 

Salerno 

Moliterno 

Oliveto 

Atena 

Biiccino 

Certosa at Padula 

Valva 

Sapri 

Laviano 

Sassano 

Mnro 

Diano 

Bella 

Polla 

Salvitello 

Campostrina 

Vietri di Potenza 

Pertosa 

Barragiano 

Auletta 

Piccfno 

Villa Carusso 

Potenza 

Chiesa d’Incoronata 

Vignola 

Tabcrna D’Urma 

St. Clementina 

Castelluccio 

Sarconi 

Iai Duches.sa. 

It 2 
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\Vc further liiid, that sixteen others, exclusive of all the 
preceding, fall within a concentric circle of 2i geographical 
miles’ radius, and outside of the last of one mile radius, 
namely — 


Scnarchia 

Tricarico 

Melfi 

Yiggiano 

Hariellc 

Castel Saraceno 

C'anosa 

Padula 

Avigliano 

Montesano 

Alta Mura 

Laurino 

Monte Pcloso 

Castclluccia 

Tito 

Sisignano. 

Brindisi 



And outside of this again, there are found ttcdve wave- 
paths, all converging w’ithin a concentric circle of live miles’ 
radius, and whose divergences are accountable for. 

Beside all these, we have the separate system of reflec- 
tion, &c., of Salerno to Naples, &c. 

Now it has been shown p. 18 (Part I.), that the point of 
intersection upon the surface, of any two wave-jHiths, is geome- 
trically sufficient, to fix the position of the seismic vertical. 
Here we have si.r<cen, or eight pairs, (any one of which may 
be taken indifferently as intersecting with any other,) all 
|)assing through the same point, or within 500 yards around 
it. If therefore, we were to put out of view all the others, 
the evidence from these alone is irresistible, that we have 
obtained the real position, of the place upon the earth’s sur- 
face, vertically above that one beneath, whence the shock 
emanated. 

The focal centre of impulse, in nature, it will be remera- 
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bored, is not a mathematical point, but a subterraneous 
region, possessing determinate, and perhaps often, very 
large dimensions; and whatever be the nature of the 
impulsive force, or however it may operate, whether by 
producing the sudden rending of rock, or production of an 
enlargement of an existing cavity ; the wave of impulse, as 
propagated outwards, passes simultaneously, or almost 
simultaneously, from many points about the actual focus, 
widely distant from each other. The direction of impulse, 
being everywhere necessarily normal to the surfaces of 
impact, the wave-path at the moment of starting at widely 
separated points, is in part determined, by the size and 
figure, or contour, of the focal cavity. Hence the wave- 
paths, on starting at such distant points of the focal cavity, 
if produced inwards, would not necessarily be found to 
meet or intersect in a single point, and hence no actual 
observations of wave-paths made upon the earth’s surfiice 
could be found mathematically converging to a single point. 
The terms seismic vertical, and seismic focus, are strictly 
and alike applicable to every separate wave-path, each 
really having its own; but for our purpose, the terms 
really mean, the points upon and beneath the surface, 
through which a vertical passes that intersects the centre 
of gravity of all the partial foci referred to an horizontal 
plane, which is the focus of all the separate partial foci. 
Or, again, the collocation of all the partial seismic verticals, 
from the separate wave-paths, may be employed, to trace 
out the form and extent of the focal cavitj% from which they 
unitedly spring, as we shall see further on. 

A certain amount of divergence, then, from radiation from 
a single mathematical jmint of the wave-paths is to be 
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expected, and is true to nature, and within certain limits 
(the second circle of 2^ geographical miles’ radius round 
tlie focal vertical for example) arises from — 

1st, The actual spread or dimensions, of the focal cavity 
of impulse. 

2nd. Errors of observation, or rather of determination, 
from the observed effects at the several stations. 

3rd. Errors iutrotluced, by protracting all the wave- 
paths, (determined by magnetic bearings at 
each station,) to a common mean magnetic de- 
clination. 

4th. Actual small changes of direction, due to refrac- 
tion, or rellection, or both, in any given path, 
during the propagation of the wave outwards, 
due to change of formation, &c. 

The three last causes of divergence are small, the two 
last v.'ry small. The amount of divergence of the wave- 
paths grouped round the seismic vertical, from a common 
emanation of impulse therefrom, is therefore mainly due 
to the size and form of tlie focal cavity, and hence the 
diameter of the jocal circle that equals such diveiyence, becomes 
an approAmeUe measure of the horizontal dimensions of the 
focal cavity itself whether it be, a rent, or suddenly blown 
out chamber, or whatever else. 

The most distant stations of wave-path observation (for 
unreflected waves) were from the seismic vertical ; Canosa, 
N.E., 47 geographical miles; Salerno, west, 35 geogra- 
phical miles; Lauria and Sapri, south, 37 geographical 
miles, nearljL But the mean distance of the greater 
number of stations, was from 12 to 15 geographical miles 
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from the seismic vertical, which is one more favourable to 
obtaining exact results than any, either much greater or 
much less. The more distant the station, the less the 
second cause, and the more the third cause, named, of diver- 
gence, affects the observed and protracted wave-path, and 
vice versa. 

Apart from the perturbations that may arise, from the 
physical features of the surface or from the nature of the 
formations traversed, the indications from the most distant 
stations, should be the best, but the effects presented to 
observation from these are also the feeblest ; while at the 
stations that cluster, very close above the focus, the phe- 
nomena, though well pronounced, are more perplexed by 
the violence of their production, and entangled with effects 
produced by the transversal movements of the wave. It 
may be remarked, then, with respect to the Map A, that the ^ 
great preponderance, of our very best observation.s, as* • 
regards distance of station, give wave-paths, falling wy«.uin 
the circle of 2| geographical miles round the seismic 
vertical. 

We have thus ascertained, the point of the surface ver- 
tically above the seismic focus, which wc find to pass 
nearly through Caggiano, a village r)8 geographical miles 
east of Naples, and ICJ geographical miles south of it. 

We therefore now proceed, by means of the angles of 
emergence observed, to determine the depth of the focus 
itself, beneath the surface. 
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OF THE MEAN AND EXTREME DEPTH OF THE FOCUS 
BELOW THE SURFACE. 


W HEN the distance, upon the surface, from any station to 
tile seismic vertical is known, it is obvious that a single 
angle of emergence of the wave-path will determine the 
dejith of the focus, the seismic vertical itself, being in 
Aict, the other of the two wave-paths ; and if the earth’s 
surface be viewed as a plane, which, as will be shown, we 
may consider it, without introducing sensible error, for a 
scisiuie region within our limits ; then calling r = the 
distance from the seismic vertical to the station, the emer- 
gent angle at which is = e, we obtain the depth, 

_ r, sin e 

d — " ) 

COS e 

of the focus of that particular wave-path, below the horizontal 
plane passing through the station. In that way the various 
values of d, have been calculated, and plotted upon the Dia- 
gram Xos. 1 and 2, for the following twenty -six stations in 
every azimuth around the seismic vertical. 

In this Diagram, in both figures, the strong horizontal 
line marked .0. represents the level of the sea. The fine 
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lines parallel to and over it, are at levels respectively of 
1000 feet English above it, and above each otlier, and the 
seismic vertical, is the strong perpendicular black line. All 
observed stations, to the eastward of the meridian passing 
through the seismic vertical, are arranged to the right of 
the latter, and at their respective radial surface distances 
from it, and all the stations to the westward of the same 
meridian in the same way, arranged to the left hand of the 
seismic vertical ; and all at the nearest approximation to 
their true levels above the sea. 

In No. 1, the two fine lines drawn from each station, are 
those of the least and greatest emergences there observed, 
while in No. 2 the mean depths along the seismic vertical 
taken from each pair, (or for each station,) are deduced and 
plotted, as also shown by the fine lines, which form, with 
the horizon, the angles of mean depths ; and, finally, from 
all the latter is deduced, the general mean focal depth, or 
that point which represents the mean depth of the centre of 
effort, or mean of all the partial foci. 


Stations fob Emeroknces, e . 


Stations. 

Elevation 
above 
tbc Sea. 

Observed 

Maximum and Minimum 
Values of c. 

Salerno 

Feet. 

Soa level 

13” 

10“ 

Eboli 

327 

21” 30' 

18” 

Laviano .. 

1,637 

28” 30' 

21” 

La DuclicAsa 

1,441 

33” 

24® 

I’oUa 

900 

57” 53' 

35” 

Aulctta 

R80 

45“ 


Villa Carusso 

1,000 

64” 

60” 

Pertosa 

880 

75“ 

65” 

Vietri di Potenza .. 

700 

79“ 30' 

04“ 16' 

Salvitello 

1,500 

50“ 

48” 

Atcna 

1,100 

47“ 30' 
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KMERGEN’CRS CONTINUED. 


Stations for Emergences — rontinued. 



Stations. 

Elevation 
above 
the Sea. 

Obttervod 

Maximum and Minimum 
V’alues of e. 




Feet. 





Tito 

2,100 

33° 

.20° 



La Sala 

l,7fi8 

27° 10' 

24° 



Cliiosa della Trinita 


2d® 




I'otenza 


23° 7' 




I’adula 



20® 



Avi^liano 

3,. 208 

25° 

20° 



Franeescani, Taduia 


20° 

18° 



Tramutola 


18° 

17° 



Atolla 

1,H00 

18° 

15° 



Hionoro 

1,057 

16° 30' 

16° 



Bareillo 

, , 

8° 

4° 



Saponara 

2,300 

16° 

12° 



Kapolla 


12° 




Moiitemu 

2,69C 

13° 30’ 

11° 



Melfi 

1,600 

16° 20' 

15° 



8ammi 

2,000 

16° 25' 



Montemurro 


20° 

15° 


^ Naples 

Sea level 

6° 



1 




% 


Naples and Bariellc I have eliminated, the first as 
belonging to the separate system of waves of reflection, and 
both, because, as stated in Part I., the determination of the 
angle e, becomes uncertain when so very small. 

This* Diagram is plotted to the same scale, as the Maps 
A and B, and to what is called “ a natural scale,” L e., the 
vertical and horizontal scales are equal ; so that the wave- 
paths ill No. 2, represent to the eye very nearly-, tlie 
precise paths of the emerging shock, at every station, as if 
seen in vertical section by an observer. 

The greatest distance, from the seismic vertical, of any 
station (marked), is that of Salerno, 35 geographical miles, 
the next greatest being, Melli and Sarconi, Ixith under 27 
geographical miles. Tlie earth’s sphericity, therefore, at 
these extreme stations, is 816 feet for the former, and ISO 
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feet for the latter ; and as both these are far within the 
limits of surface inequality of level, the method, which 
assumes the surface as a plane, introduces no error in 
depth worth consideration •, especially when it is remem- 
bered, that two contrary and mutually corrective errors 
are produced; the direct effect of sphericity becoming 
evanescent being, to depress the observed depth of focus ; 
but as the angle e is always measured from the horizon of 
the station of observation, so also sphericitv' will throw up, 
the line of the wave-path along the seismic vertical. 

Referring now to the Diagram, No. 2 ; it will be found, 
that, out of twenty-six separate imve-paths, twenty-three start 
from the seismic vertical, at a depth of above 71 geoyraphical 
viihs, or of 43‘284 feet. The maximum depth is S{ geogra- 
phical miles, or 49-359 feet, and the minimum d<pth is 
2f geographical miles, or 16-705 feet. 

Eighteen of the wave-paths, start from the seismic ver- 
tical, within a vertical range in depth of 12,000 feet, and 
having a meati focal depth of 5J geographical miles, or of 
34 930 feet, which may he taken as the depth of the focus; 
all these measurements being from the level of the sea. 
The extreme vertical range, between maximum and mini- 
mum depth, is 32 654 feet. On examining the Diagram, 
however, having reg-ard to the points in the seismic vertical, 
whence the wave-paths start thickest, it will be apparent 
that the probable vertical depth of the focal cavity itself does 
nut exceed 3 geographical miles, or 18-225 feet, at the outside. 
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OP THE FORMS AXD AREAS, OF THE MEIZOSEISMAL AND 
ISOSEISMAL CURVES, AND THE POSITION OF THE 
SEISMIC VERTICAL THEREIN. 


The determination of these areas, and of the curves that 
limit them, must always be, to a certain extent, arbitrary, j 

because we have no sufficient means of comparing, the total » 

mechanical effort at the surface, along the successive points 
of any coseismal line; and as it is certain that, apart 
from the perturbations due to physical configuration, this 
effort must be different, at every different distance, from ’ 
the seismic vertical, so, strictly, an liscseismal area is im- 
possible. In order, however, to make comparison, and 
to obtain some clear notion, of the relative distances of pro- 
pagation of equal seismic effort, in different radii, from the I 

seismic vertical, we must attempt to sketch out, the form | 

and boundaries of equal effort, upon conventional prin- 
ciples. 

I have hence divided the total area, of the vast region 
within which the shock was in any way perceptible, into 
four, more or less concentric areas, each marked by a de- 
tenuiuatc though arbitrary limit, of the seismic effort that 
acted within it. The innermost and smallest of these, (as 
shown in Maps A and B,) is that within which, the greatest 
seismic effort has been exhibited, in iKUindary : it is marked 
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thus This is the meizoseismal area, within 

which the greater portion of the cUies and tmmis were 
perfectly prostrated ; they arc marked by black dots # thus. 

The f rst isoseismal outside the last is marked thus 

and defines the boundary of the space wiih- 

in which, large portions of the cities and towns were thrown 
denen, and persons killed and wounded by their fall, as in 
the preceding. All such towns are marked thus #. 

The second isoseismal, the last marked upon the Maps A ' 

and B, is defined thus , and marks the 

boundary of the space within which, the effort was chiefly 
limited to the production of fissures, and slight dislodguients 
in the buildings, and in which no loss of life occurred. The 
towns within this area are distinguished thus-^-. 

Lastly, upon the Map C (as the large scale of A and B 
did not admit of it) I have marked the third isoseismal thus 

, being the boundary of the area at which 

the shock was perceived at all by the unassisted senses, and all 
the towns, &c., at which it was observed are marked thns^, 
so far as such are shown on Maps A and B. Beyond this, 
a portion of a fourth isoseismal is marked in Map C by a 
dotted line thus , being the probable boun- 

dary at which the wave was sensible, even to the instru- 
mental delicacy as a seismometer, of Padre Secchi’s lloatiug 
barometer at Rome. Within the meizoseismal, and first 
isoseismal, a few towns will be observed marked thusH 
in place of thus •, and between the first and second iso- 
seismals a few will be found marked thus • ; to these I 
shall refer again, when remarking on the effects of physical 
configuration, &c. In the Map B the principal mountain 
ranges, with the river courses, constituting the chief 
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physical features of the shaken country, are shown. Upon 
this map the observed directions alone of wave-path at each 
station, arc marked with their azimuths in figures, the pro- 
traction of the wave-paths themselves to their intersection 
about the seismic vertical being reserved to the Map A 
only, and marked thereon in red lines. 

The more important applications of the Map B will occur 
further on, when referring to the effects of physical confi- 
■ guration of surface, upon the forms of the isoseismals, &c. 
Ou both Maps A and B, all the towns that were affected 
by the system of reflected and refracted waves only, are 
distinguished thus 

On examining the forms, of these closed curves, it will be 
perceived that they arc very far from circular, or sym- 
metrical, or similar to each other; and that the seismic 
vertical, is very far from being situated in the centre of 
figure, with respect to any of them. In fact, viewing each 
coseismal line as an irregular ellipse, the vertical through 
the centre of effort, is very nearly in one of the foci. This 
is, however, probably quite an accidental circumstance, as 
very many conditions, and those of great complexity, but 
chiefly comprehended under the one expression, “ want of 
homogeneity of medium, and of uniformitj' of surface,” have 
concurred to produce the figures found. The operation of 
these distorting forces, which will be presently considered, 
proves how wide away from the truth, arc thase beau- 
tifully regular, circles and ellipses, by which Johnston, 
Berghaus, and, indeed, all previous describers of earth- 
quakes, have limited the supimsed fields of their action. 

The superficial areas, within the several coseismal curves 
as thus laid down on Majis A, B, and C are as follow : — 
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1. Mcizoseismal* (orange) area ; that 
of general total destruction of 

Area io 

Square' Miles. 

edifices and great loss of life 
2. First isoseismal (red) area ; that of 
great prostration of edifices and 

716 

loss of life .... 

a. Second isoseismal (blue) area; that 
of partial prostration and of uni- 
versal fissuring of edifices, with 

1,685 

partial or with no loss of life 
4. Third isoseismal (yellow) ; area, 
within which the shock was dis- 
tinctl}’ perceived by the unas- 
sisted senses, and produced more 
or less alarm ; and more or less 
fissuring and damage, towards 
the parts nearest the preceding 

4,976 

isoseismal line .... 

29,500 


5. Fourth isoscismal (lilac) ; the area 
of which is unknown, and only 
partially marked, to the north- 


• Those colours refer to the original maps in the possession of the 
Royal Society. Upon theso^ the totally destroyed towns are marked 
red ; those partially overthrown are marked blue ; those wherein the 
shock was distinctly felt yellow ; those external to the third isoseismal 
ore not ooloured ; and those affected only by the reflected and refracted 
wave system are coloured green. Economy in colour printing com* 
polled the changes described in the reproduction of the maps. The 
original nomenclature is hero stated, as the author suggests to soismo* 
legists, the desirableness of consulting the originals; the small scale 
of the published maps giving loss palpably and clearly, the physical 
relations of the country, to the carthfpiake phenomena. 
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(Icognpliii-n! 

Square Miles. 

ward ; being that within which 
the shock could have been easily 
{lerccived by instrninental dis- 
turbance Area uncertain. 

Each of these areas, includes those precedingand within it. 

Upon the Map C, I have laid down for comparison, the 
jirst and secmid isosesimals, of the great earthquake of 1783, 
and those of the shock of Mclii of 1851, and the second isose- 
ismal only, of thirteen othci-s, of the greatest earthquakes upon 
record in Italy, with their dates. 

These areas, with the exception of the two first, are only 
tolerable approximations, the scanty and incomplete ac- 
counts admitting of no more. On examining the several 
curves, it will be seen, that with the exception of that of 
1783, this earthquake of December, 1857, has been pro- 
bably the most formidable and wide-spread, that is known 
to have desolated Italy; and it is very doubtful, if the 
excess in the seismic areas, of that of 1783, as laid down 
from the best accounts, be not considerably exaggerated, 
for the meizoseismic area of the latter, certainly does not 
appear, to have passed much beyond, the Calabrian plain, 
opposite the Gulf of St. Euphemia ; and hence this area 
of greatest effort, was not greatly larger, than that of the 
shock of 1857. 

The only earthquake, whose first isoscismal (blue in the 
original) cpmparcs in area, with those of 1783 and 1857, 
is that of 1740, in the north, which is said to have extended 
with damage, from Volterra to Milan. The records of that, 
however, as well as of the one of l(i72, on the Adriatic 
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shore, I believe to be much exaggerated, and hence the 
areas larger than they ought to be. 

Seismal aiva alone, however, affords no test of compara- 
tive seismic energy. If the depth of focus were the same, 
the area would Im, creterU /wn'6i/.s-, a measure of comparative 
energy. 

The focal depth, however, in different earthquakes, in 
the same region, may, for anything we yet know, differ 
greatly, and either a very deep focus, with such a form of 
focal cavity, or such other conditions, as shall produce 
wave-paths, ehiefly ennrgent at veiy steeji angles ; or a rerg 
shaUow focus, although of equal intensity of original im- 
pulse, may equally result in great limitation of arm sliaken ; 
and yet within it, or within its central portion, the destruc- 
tion may be great or absolute. The former of these con- 
ditions, seems to have been in operation in the MeUi shock 
of 1851, whose emergence at and around Melfi, was ex- 
tremely steep, and its destructive energy within the central 
region, tremendous; but the total area shaken, was very 
moderate, and the decay of energetic effort in piCssing out 
from the centre, extremely rapid. 

In fact, the impulse in this case, seems to have been 
delivered upward, as through a funnel, formed by the 
volcanic formations about Melfi and Vulture, encircled by 
the limestone and murgic rocks. 

Each isoseismal area as marked, is in fact, the partial 
integration of the total seismic effort, for the space, and 
within the conventional limit as to effect, fixed uiwn for 
each ; and distances proportional to the eccentricity of the 
seismal curve at any points from the seismic vertical taken 
along any radii indicate points of equal effort, (apart from 

VOU II. s 
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any small causes of local clistnrbance) ; so that the forma 
of the isoseistml curves, iiulicate truly to the eye the relative 
distances in all directions around the seismic vertical, to 
Avhich the. same degree of overthrowing force, has extended 
horizontally. 

If the impulse were the same, in all horizontal or emergent 
directions, and the earth were perfectly homogeneous, all 
radii for equal overthrow must lie equal, and the isosei.smal 
curves must all be circles. If the impulse be the same in 
all directions, but these curves be found, ellipses or ovals, 
then the longer radii indicate the directions, in which the 
conditions of the medium (the earth), have permitted it to 
transmit the wave furthest, with least loss. 

If the impulse be greater, towards one or both opposite 
directions in some given azimuth, then even in an homoge- 
neous medium, the isoseismals must be elliptic; and if both 
conditions concur — i. e., prc|»ondcrance of original impulse 
in one direction, and heterogeneity of medium, — then from 
both causes the curves will become distorted ; and although 
still closed curves, and of the elliptic order, they may 
assume almost any form. 
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That is to say, upon the distance of its sensible transmission, 
and irrespective of local or other conditions, changing its 
direction, or producing rcQcction and refraction, which will 
require sejiaratc consideration. 

The conditions in nature that are most effective and fre- 
quent in modifying the distance of transmission of the 
wave, in formations of the same, or nearly the same materials, 
are — 

1st. The existence of continuous mountain chains, and 
their direction with regard to the position of 
the seismic vertical, or origin of impulse. 

2nd. The occurrence of great faults, or lines of dislo- 
cation, whether parallel or traiLsvei-se, to the 
great chains, tilled with loose, or with hetero- 
geneous material, and their direction with regard 
to the origin, &c., as before 

3rd. The existence of deep and continuous valley.s, 
narrow in character, and with precipitous flanks, 
and their direction with regard to the origin, itc. 

s 2 
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4th. The pjrcat prevailing jiositions, of the stratification 
and licdding of the formations, of the shaken 
eountiT, whether highly inclined, with generally 
parallel anticlinals, or with these in many dif- 
ferent azimuths ; or with prevailing horizontal, 
or gently inclined stratification, extending over 
great arca.s. 

The change of elasticity and density, between the rock of 
one formation and another, docs not, so far as mj’^ obser- 
vation has informed me, pnxluce at all an equal extent 
of superficial modification, of the wave of shock, to that 
which is effected bj^ these four causes. 

Breach of continuity of medium, as I have long since 
shown, by the loss of ins trim that takes place at every 
surface of contact, is the condition, of all the most effective, 
in limiting the progrc.ss of the wave, and robbing it of its 
volume, up to extinction. 

From the nature of the building up, of every mountain 
chain, of anticlinals, with strike more or less parallel to its 
axial line, it follow.s, that the mass of material, is most solid, 
the breaches of continuity, fewest and least, in the latter 
direction. The wave is therefore best transmitted "end on,” 
b}' mountain chains ; as well as by the formations reposing 
on their lowest flanks, and filling the valleys lictween 
parallel ranges. 

Humboldt mentions, that the course of earthquakes in 
the north of the Asiatic continent and elsewhere, has been 
observed “to follow the courses of the great rivers,” but 
he offers no explanation of the fact. It is not, however, in 
consequence of any connection with a river course, that the 
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Ikct is SO, but that the river marks the direction of the 
great continuous chains, and of the direction also, in which 
the valley formations are least broken and discontinuous, 
namely, parallel to the alignment of the Hanking chains. 

The same principles apply, in explanation of the fourth 
condition stated. The wave travels best “ end on ” to the 
strata, and not transverse, more or less, to them.* 

'When the wave-path is transverse, or obliquely trans- 
verse to mountain chains, on the contrarj% everything tends 
to oppose its progress, and hasten its extinction. The 
surfaces of discontinuity are as numerous, as the multiplied 
beds that we should cross, in boring through the base of the 
range, to say nothing of fissures, or other casual breaches of 
connection. The planes of the bedding, are continnally 
altering in direction, with reference to the wave-path, by 
which the wave .suffers continual loss of vis viva, and is dis- 
sipated by dispersion. As the wave is transmitted from 
valley to range, and from range to valley, in [lerhaps many 
successions, it is continually passing from one forma- 
tion into another, w'ith a change of velocity in each, and 
therefore loss of vis vivd at the junction. As we ascend, in 
the order, from the deeper to the more superficial formations, 
reposing upon the flanks of the ranges, we in general find 

• The author has since shown, by experiments for the determination 
of tho elastic modulus of the stratified and laminated rocks of Holyhead 
(Xorth Wales), that although waves of impulse are best transmitted as 
above stated, “ end on ” or edgeways, through stratified formations in 
m.%ss, they are best transmitted transversely through Uio lamination of 
solid portions of tho same rock, i. e. tho elasticity of the matoi ial is 
greatest in tho latter direction, but the amount of discontinuity’ between 
the different beds more than neutralizes this, when the wave-path is 
transverse or oblirjue to l»th stratification and lamination. See Proc. 
Koy. Soc., IS62. 
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their den.«itv, hardness, and elasticity getting less and less ; 
hence the wave, in whatever path, transmitted transversely, 
suffers continual refraction, as illustrated in Fig. 342 ; the 
general tendency being, at each parallel range to depress 
the wave-path, and reduce the apparent angle of emergence, 
the wave losing by partial reflection at every such chauge 
of direction. 

Such changes of direction occur likewise, no doubt, when- 
ever an emergent wave reaches the surface, in a path parallel 
or nearly so, to the axis of the mountain chain and valley ; 
but the alternations are then much fewer, and the distances 
between the refracting surfaces of contact of the formations, 
are very much larger, and the loss, therefore, much smaller. 


N-., 



Fig. 342. 


When the wave has emerged at the outgoing side, of a 
transvei-se mountain range, (the left-hand in Fig. 343,) owing 
to the curving and bending in direction, of the formations, 
it will emerge at some points of the outgoing flank, without 
any refraction, (when incident perpendicularly to the sur- 
faces of formative contact); while at others, it will be 
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refracted, and also partially reflected ; and the refraction 
at different [mints inaj' possibly be in contrary- directions ; 
hence great complication in the wave issuing along the 
slope, and loss of its energy. 

When stratified formations repose conformably, upon the 
in-^oing flank of a mountain range, (as to the right-hand of 
Fig. 343,) and the angle of cmergenee of the wave at the 
base of the range is such, as to jiass it nearly “ end on ” into 
such strata, (of newer beds for example reposing on older, 
and having no hold upon them) ; then the whole of the wave 
that enters these beds, will pass oflF at the free outlying sur- 
faces of their upper extremities and be then extinguished ; 



Fig. 343. 


the wave thus “ breaking ” upon the slojie of the central 
lormations, like a ripple upon a sea-beach ; while such 
[mrtiou of it as [ta.sses deeper, and through the innermost 
axial formation, will emerge at the outgoing (lank, (to the 
left,) after having sustained all the losses of vis vied and 
volume already dc.scribcd, by change of medium, refrac- 
tion, and reflection. 

Again, when loose and incoherent masses, (such as the 
gravel and clay deposits in valleys and river courses,) repose 
u[K)n the gentler slopes of the bases, of the lower ranges, the 
wave entering such at a small angle of emergence, will be 
almost completely extinguished, by compression, and change 
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<)1‘ position of the particles, of the incoherent formations at 
the slope of the rock, at « 6, (Fig. 3-t4); nearly as if the sur- 



face of contact, was with rc.spect to the loose material, a 
free lying surface. The same w ill be the ciise at the emer- 
gent side of the range, c, to tl, in converse order, for such 
portion of the wave, as at greater depth may have directly 
entered and ])assed through, the central rocky mass between 
a and d ; there will, therefore, be in such a ease, almost a 
complete extinction of the wave 

The former case, that of Fig. 343, is mentioned as 
amongst the conditions which modified the great Car- 
pathian shock, of Sillein, in Hnngary,of 15th January, 1858, 
so well described by Herr Jeitteles, of Ka.schau ; (Sitzun- 
gbericht der Mat. Naturw. Clas.se der Kaisei*' ‘ Akade' ’ 
llande xxxv., s. 511,) anil the latter has been already 
described where occurring locally in having cut off the towm 
of Diano, from the shock, from north to south tlirough the 
piano. (Fart II., p. 330.) 

The occurrence of the second condition, viz., great lines 
of di.slocation wdiere the fissure first opened, has to a great 
depth and for a considerable thickncs.s, become filled in with 
loose material, — seems, from the results of my observations 
on this earthquake, to be com])etent to arrest at once 
almost the whole progress of the wave. 

Its entire volume, or by far the greater portion that 
arrives at the lirat surface of contact, or wall of the filled 
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lissure, at a b, (Fig. 34,5,) in the direction e f, Ls expended in 
compressing and altering the relative positions, of the clays, 



gravels, rock fragments, detritus, or whatever other loose 
and incoherent materials the fissure contains. Uixm the 
width of the fissure, in proportion to the amplitude of the 
wave, at its entering the loose material at a b, and upon 
the de(jree of looseness, incoherence, and capability of being 
crushed and moved, jxissessed by' the latter, will depend the 
residual unextinguished portion, that shall be transmitted 
on to the op|X)sitc wall of the fissure c d, aud so into and 
on through, the solid rocks beyond. Where at the same 
time the rock at both sides, has been so tilted, that its bed- 
tling is vertical, aud nearly parallel with the walls of the 
fissure, transverse to the wave-path, then the obstacles to 
the wave are the greatest possible ; and where the plane, 
or various planes, of the fissure, are met obliquely, by the 
emergent wavc-patli, e to /, instead of perpendicularly, then 
we have, in addition to the foregoing, further loss by 
refraction aud reflection, as already described. This effect 
of fissures, was presented upon a grand scale by the earth- 
(piakc of December, 1857. 

laistly, deep and continuous valleys with precipitous 
sides, cut ofl' and extinguish the wave at their free lying 
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surfaces, upon which the wave-path passes off into free sjmce 
ut their emergent flanks. In this case the portion of the 
wave that passes on, liencath the bottom of the valley be- 
tween, and through the lateral flanking range beyond, lies 
so deep, that its path is not emergent to the surface be 3 'ond, 
until after a distance horizontally^ so great, that the energy' 
of the wave is almost expended, or greatly' reduced. 

This will be understood from Fig. 34G ; almost the whole 
of the wave emergent in the direction a b, above the level 
of c d, is extinguished at the free lying surface / r ; but 
the portion that passes on, below the level of c rf, is not 
emergent at the surface until it has passed through the long 
distance to e, when its force has become dccay'cd. 



In such a case, a city at t, may be unconscious of any- 
thing, but perhaps some tremors, emergent in nearly ver- 
tical directions, while another city, a very few miles off, at 
k, may have been totally destroyed, liy a shock nearly' hori- 
zontal in direction. 

In Part II., some local examples of this condition, acting 
upon a large scale, have been adverted to, as affecting the 
country upon the highest forks of the Tanagro, above 
Vietri di Poteuza, and between Tito and Bella, X'c. Before 
applying these general truths to the earthquake we are 
engaged with, we must consider the effects of the form and 
jiosition of a focal cavity', u{>on the transmission of a wave 
of shock. 
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CHAPTER V. 

OF THE EFFECTS, OF THE FORM AND POSITION OF THE 
FOCAL CAVITY, IN MODIFYING, THE DISTANCE OF 
TRANSMISSION OF THE WAVE OF GIVEN EFFORT, AND 
THE FORM OF THE ISOSEISMALS. 


Whatever the nature, of the original impulse, if it were 
produced at a single point, or radiating from all points, of 
the surface of a spherical cavity, in a homogeneous medium, 
the isoseismals must be circles, and equal effort upon the 
surface, be transmitted at all equal distances, from the origin. 
The conditions are altered, however, when the focal cavity, 
from the parietes of which, the impulse, of whatever sort, is 
transmitted, has a different and less regular form. Every 
particular form, will give rise to a new modification of effects. 
It will be sufficient for illustration, to refer to one, and that 
the form, which no doubt, almost invariably occurs in 
nature, namely, where the focal cavity is a plate, or narrow 
fissure witli considerable length and depth, and having 
some determinate position of its plane, with respect to the 
horizon, or surface. If any impulse, like that of suddenly 
accumulated, elastic pressure, be delivered forth from such 
a cavity, it must leave its walls, at all points, in directions 
normal to their surfaces. It is obvious that the impulse 
must produce its most effective effort, in the directions per- 
pendicular to the general plane of the fissure, and in an 
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homogeneous medium. The outward passage of the team, 
at like points of the pha.se, will not he in spherical hut in 
ellipsoidal shells, whose greatest axis, will bo perpendicular 
to the plane of the fissure. 

1st. If the plane of the fissure he horizontal, and at a 
considerable depth beneath the surface, this greatest axis 
will be vertical, and the main power of the shock will be ex- 
pended within a very limited area of the earth’s surface, and 
the wave within it will emerge steeply ; while its decay in 
passing outwards from the seismic vertical, will be extremely 
rapid, and the form of the isoscisraals, in a homogeneous me- 
dium will depend upon the horizontal contour of the fissure. 
The iiheiiomeua w ill be verj- much those, of the Melfi shock 
of 1851, modified by the actual heterogeneity of the earth. 

2nd. If the plane of the fissure he vertical, (suppose, to fix 
our idehs running north and south,) then in a homogeneous 
medium, the greatest axis of the ellipsoid, will be east and 
west, and the horizontal distance.s, upon the surface of the 
earth, for equal effort, greatest in the east and west azimuths, 
and least in those north and south, so that the form of the 
isoseismals will be elliptic. 

3rd. If the ])lane of the fissure he inclined, more or less, 
to the horizon, as / /, (Fig. 347,) e e being the earth’s surface, 
then the greatest axis of the ellipsoid will be inclined also, 
and in the direction s c d, which will be the direction of 
greatest effort, and the overthrowing power of the tcave trill 
he unequal, both from amplitude, and direction of emer- 
gence, lor objects situated at equal distances, as at s and p, 
from the seismic vertical V 0, in the azimuth of the greatest 
axis, i. e. in the azimuth of a plane perpendicular to the 
walls of the fissure and near it. AVhence it results, that 
the isoseismals must, in this case, take the form of ovals or 
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distorted ellipses, the larger and fuller end of the oval, of 
each one, being found towards the end at which the wave- 



path c s, in the line of the greatest axis of the ellipsoid, is 
emergent, anil the smaller and narrower end, being op|)osite. 
And inasmuch as the direction of greatest effort at the side 
c d, plunges into the earth, and is never emergent at all, we 
may adapt the felicitous expression of Stokes, for the analo- 
gous case of sound, and call all the localities in such a 
case, existing (to the right in the Figure), in the direction 
of f>, from the seismic vertical, as pldir.s in earthquake shadow. 

So far, we have viewed the medium as being the same 
and homogeneous, as to the opposite aides of the fissure. If 
this be not so, however, and that the plane of the fissure bo 
situated, so as to have at one side of it, a dense, hard, 
highly clastic, but slightly compressible material ; and at 
the other, a much less hard, but still clastic, and much more 
compressible, material ; then a new cause will be added, to 
those preceding, for a still further distortion of the ellipsoidal 
wave-shells, and with them, of the form of tlic isoseismals. 

This will produce its greatest effect, when the plane of 
the fissure is inclined to the horizon. There arc two cases : 
the plane of the fissure may he inclined so as to slope, as in 
Fig. 348, toicards the less compressible medium, lying to the 
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side d of the plane of junction (and of fis.surc k i), or i/ nia;/ 
slope from thf le.vi compiv/ixiblf nu’dium, as in Fig. 349, and 


Fig. 3tS 

towards the more compressible one at the side d, of the plane 
of junction, &c., as in the latter Figure, the same letters 


Fig. 349. 

referring to each figure. In both ca.«cs, the greatest axis, 
of the two abutting and more or less distorted, semi- 
ellipsoids of wave movement, will lie in the direction d s, 
perpendicular to the plane of junction of the media, and 
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of the fissure. In the first case (Fig. .t48) the wave-path 
in that axi.s, will be emergent at at the side of the more 
compressible medium, and in the second, at the side s (Fig. 
34!)) of the less compressible medium. The wave, in the 
harder and more elastic medium, to the side d (Fig. 348), and 
s (Fig. 349), will have a faster transit rate, and probably 
a greater velocity of the wave particle, than in the less hard 
and elastic medium; but the amplitude of the wave at 
starting, will be much greater in the latter, and will con- 
tinue greater ; and unless its velocity be verj' low, in com- 
parison with that in the harder medium, that is, unless the 
difference in elasticity between the media, be very great, 
the wave of greater amplitude, will carry furthest, before 
sensible extinction. Observing in the two figures, the 
relative directions, in which the ellipsoidal wave-shells 
emerge, in both media; it is obvious that, taking the three 
elements, of scismal energy, or overthrowing power upon 
the surface, together ; viz., wave amplitude, velocity of wave 
particle, and direction of wave-path, at emergence; the 
distance of equal effort, from the seismic vertical et), will be 
greatest, in the direction of the more compressible medium, 
and the difference most, where the wave-path in the greatest 
axis, of the semi-ellipsoid of greatest amplitude, is emergent, 
as in Fig. 348, and idee versa. 

So that in the former ca.se, (Fig 348,) the distances for 
equal effort of overthrow, from the seismic vertical, along 
the greatest axis, may be at q and at s, and in the latter 
(Fig. 349) at q' and r; the larger and fuller end of the 
isoseismal oval pa.ssing through s and r, and the smaller 
and narrower through q and q'. 

In the former case, (Fig. 348,) the difference between 
the observable angles of emergence, in the isoseismal curve. 
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will be greater, (for equal overthrow,) between q and s' 
than between q' and r ; and the dillcrence, both in distance 
and angle, greater, as the <liircrence in compressibility of 
the tw'o media, is greater, a!id the elasticity of the less 
compressible, less perfect. 

The phenomena may 1)C illustrated to the senses thus : — 
If two large blocks — one of marble, and the other of 
caoutchouc — be laid in mutual contact; and in a cavity, 
formed equally, in the centre of the plane of contact of both 
materials, a small charge of gunpowder be exploded, its 
impulse will be almost entirely ex|jcndcd, in propagating a 
wave of movement through the india-rubber, the range of 
movement in which, will be far greater, than in the marble, 
although the rate of its propagation may be slower ; but a 
loose Ijody, laid upon the upper surface of either block, will 
be disturbed by the shock transmitted at a far greater dis- 
tance, upon the caoutchouc, than upon the marble, &c., &c. 

I have shown elsewhere (‘ Fourth Report Facts of Earth- 
quakes, Rep. Brit. Assoc., 1858 ’), that in perfectly homo- 
geneous media, the meizoseismal zone, or curve, depends 
upon tlie emergence of the wave-path at the surface benng 
at the angle where the horizontal component is a maximum. 
The angle e has a meizoseismal value of 54° 44' 9", upon 
one assumption as to the law of decay of the wave, and of 
45° upon another and the more probable a.ssumption, that 
the decay is directly as the distance from the original ; the 
radius of the meizoseismal zone (circle) being, in the former 
case, equal to the side of a square, who.se diagonal is the 
depth of the focal point from the surface, ami in the latter 
equal to this depth. What has preceded proves, that this 
does not hold good for unequal dimensions of focal cavity 
uor for heterogeneous media. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

APPLICATION TO THE ACTUAL FORM OF THE 
ISOSEISMALS. 


We arc now enabled to combine the views stated in the 
three last chapters, and apply them in explanation of the 
forms of the isoscismals, the centre of eflbrt not occupying 
the centre of their figure, &c., and to other facts of the 
earthquake. Upon the ilap B the physical features of 
the shaken country are, to some extent, marked in. The 
greatest and most nearly continuous chains of the Apennines 
are shown ; some of the subordinate elevations, and the 
river courses, which indicate generally the lines of elevation 
and depression of the surface. 

Upon the (original) Map A, the axial lines alone of the 
great and more continuous ridges arc marked in.* Refer- 
ring to both these maps, it will be seen, that the three 
coseismals are crossed diagonallj% by the nearly continuous 
ridges of the great Apennines ; the one running west to 
east, from about Baronissi to Spinazzola, the other north to 
south, from the direction of Mclfi down to that of Lauria. 

• It would have been best this were so likewise in the Jlap as here 
reproduced. The reader will find it advantageous, if engaged in re- 
search, to consult tho original Maps A, B, C, and D, in the Collection 
of tho Roj'al Society, and to compare tho surface as delineated on 
Zannoni’s groat map. 

VOL. II. T 
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The mcizoseismal curve, is almost a rofuilar oval, whose 
longer axis is to the shorter, in the ratio of 30 : 12, and the 
seismic vertical, close to Caggiano, is very nearly in the 
focus of the minor or north end of the oval or about one 
geographical mile to the south and west of it. 

What has jiroduccd this great distortion of figure, from 
a circle, with the seismic vertical in the centre ? The maps 
show, that besides the great Apennine chain, passing 
through the area, at a small angle to the major axis, from 
between Tito and Potenza, on the north, to Lauria on 
the south, another great continuous chain, namely, that of 
the cast flank of the Val di Diano, rises almost precisely at 
Caggiano (the seismic centre), and stretches down, nearly 
in a ri(jht line, and almost jtarallel to the major axk, as far as 
Traiuutola, where it joins in with the former chain. 

The impulse, from its very starting-point, was delivered 
“ end on,” along the latter chain, and soobliquely upon Uie 
first mentioned, as to produce much of its effect, longitudi- 
nally. These indicate, in brief, the main circumstances of 
surface configuration, that produced the very lengthened pro- 
pagation of the wave, from tlie focus towards the south-east. 

But other conditions con.spircd with these, to limit and 
shorten its propagation, in the orthogonal direction, or in 
that of the minor axis of the curve. To the north of the 
seismic vertical, rounding from Castclluccio and Buccino on 
to Avigliano, 4ve have one of the extensions of the great 
east and west chain of the Apennines, opjwsed transi'ersely 
to its progress, and at an average distance from the focus, 
of not more than six geographical miles. Again, from 
the .same point (Castclluccio) we have, stretching thence 
along the whole length of the S.W. boundary of the curve. 
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the continuous cliain of lofty mountains forming the S.W. 
flank of Yal di Diano, and going down to Sapri and 
Maratca. This range, from the northern end, twelve or fif- 
teen miles in length, opposed itself almost transversely to the 
wave : as the direction of the wave-paths going further south, 
became more oblique to the range, the effect of the latter 
was not only to bar the progress of the wave, across the ridge, 
but to conduct it “ end on” along its own line, and parallel, or 
nearly so, to the major axis of the mczoscismal oval. 

Proceeding now to the first isoseisraal ( ), it is 

crossed diagonally,' by the great north and south chain, 
from about Avigliano on the north, to Lauria on the south ; 
the north cud curving round, from Laviano towards Potenza, 
so that for the most northernly portion, of about fifteen 
geographical miles in length, the chain presents itself trans- 
versely to the tears everywhere, ami at a distance to the axis of 
not more than ten geographical miles. 

In a word, looking broadly at the Maps A and B, it will 
be seen that from Oppido, to the north, all round to the 
westward and south-west, by Avigliano, Buccino, Ca.stel- 
luccio, Petina, Sassano, and Buona Bitacola, the first isoseis- 
mal, is barred in, and absolutely surrounded, (exeept at the 
narrow gap of Castelluccio, valley of the Tanagro,) by cotiii- 
nuous transverse chains, so that the seismic vertical, stands 
as it were, in the focus of a great amphitheatre of moun- 
tains, which barred the progress of the wave across them, 
and acted like a vast elliptic reflector, to deliver back the 
impulse, towards the east by soutli. 

In the direction from the focus, of east by north, (Cag- 
giano to Potenza,) the wave progress was impeded, by the 
transverse action of the north and south Apennines: but 

T 2 
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further south, the impulse, as already observed with refer- 
ence to the meizoseismal area, impinged more and more 
obliquely upon the axial line of this chain, which, therefore, 
as it went further south, became a better trausmitter in that 
direction. 

But whence comes the enormous spread out, of the greater 
end of this coseismal eun^e to the south-east ? It was 
explained in Part II. (in treating of the main and secondary 
shocks at Padula), that when a transverse, or, within certain 
limits, an oblique impulse, impinges laterally upon a con- 
tinuous mountain range, two movements of vibration are 
communicated ; the one, a wave transmitted along and in the 
line of the axis, the other a transverse wave, which causes 
the axial line to sway laterally, and transmit a quam prox. 
horizontal transverse wave, along from one end to the other ; 
like the sinuous movement which travels along a long rope 
when, hanging suspended between two points at the same 
level, it is jerked suddenly at one end, transversely to its 
length. Such were the two wave movements, transmitted 
along the chain, southwards of Tito. 

If a mountain range so vibrating laterally, be quite free 
at both sides, the lateral wave passes along, and is linally 
delivered out, at the free lying surface, of the end reached 
by the progress of the wave ; but if a number of subordi- 
nate chains spring out from one side, a large portion of the 
transverse wave, will be in its progress, transmitted to 
those abutting mountain ridges, and in succession delivered 
into them “ end on.” The transverse wave itself, will there- 
fore rapidly be robbed of its volume, and verj' little of it 
will reach the outgoing end of the principal chain. Now, 
this is precisely what has taken place here. 
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It was pointed out in our sketch of the physical confi- 
guration of South Italy (Part I.), and is indicated by the 
Maps A and B, and by the genenil direction of the water- 
courses delivering into the Gulf of Tareutum, that the 
main prevailing directions, of all the lower ranges of hills 
to the east, of the great north and south Apennine range, 
ran in a direction nearly N. W. to S. E. ; that is to sa}’, in 
one, nearly parallel to the major axes, of the ineizoseismal 
and of nil the isoseismal curves, and all these hill ranges 
abut, with small but various obliquity, upon the great north 
and south Aj>ennine chain. Hence the transverse vibration 
of the latter, was transmitted under, the most favourable 
condition to its propagation, to the S. E. “end on” through 
these lower ranges. But further, it was also ]X)inted out, 
that to the east of the great north and soutli Apennine, the 
mountains become lower; the countr}’ is no longer truly 
mountainous, but rolling, with vast plains, whose forma- 
tions are bedded, on the whole, nearly horizontally. These 
are conditions again favourable, in the highest degree, to 
the distant propagation of the wave to the south-east. As 
soon as it passed the great north and south range, it was 
delivered as it were into a wrinkled and corrugated, but 
still comparatively keel, contimums and unbroken plate, of 
hard and jiretty uniform formations, whose main corrugations 
all ran in the A'. TP. ami S.E. directum, that is, in the same 
direction with its transit. 

At the S. E. end, the full swell, of the curve of the first 
isoseismal, will be observed, however, to be sensibly flattened, 
between Latronico and Tursi. Examining the Map B, it 
will be seen that here it runs close along by the course of 
the river Sinno, falling into the Gulf of Tareutum, and that 
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the wave-paths, radiating from the seismic vertical, here 
crossed somewhat obliquely, the deep and continuous vallej', 
and flanking ranges of the river course, and hence the 
wave here suffered a partial and sudden arrest. 

These remarks will I hope, be suflicientto make clear, the 
great modifying causes (so far as surface is concerned), that 
have determined the forms of these isoseismals, and limited 
the areas of equal destructive effect, of this earthquake. 
The same principles of explanation will be found to apply to 

the second isoseismal ( -). The great east and west 

chain of the Apennine, stretching across from Baronissi to 
Spinazzola, and at a direct transverse distance from the 
seismal vertical, of only about ten geographical miles, to the 
very axial line, opposed itself with all its parallel ranges, 
t7-ansverseli/ to the propagation of the wave, to the north, and 
north by west ; while the causes operative, in the meizo- 
seisinal and first isoseismal areas, as already described, were 
also so here, in extending the propagation of the wave to- 
wards the south, south-east, and cast. 

To the extreme S. E. end of the second isoseismal, the 
flattening of the curve, and narrowing of the band of 
countiy, between the first and second curves ; is ascribable, 
to the wave having there reached the low-lying clays and 
other discontinuous littoral deposits, that skirt the shores of 
the Gulf of Tarentum. To a like reason is to be attributed, 
that its progress towards the south-west extended no further 
than the seaward slopes, of the great masses of the lilonte 
Alburno range, leaving the deep clay plains of Paestura, 
from near Salerno to Agropoli, almost untouched. 

Had I been able to extend my survey, to the whole of 
the country lx;twccu the second and third isoseismals. 
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(Map C), similar, though less marked phenomena, would 
no doubt have been apparent; of some such, I did obtain 
the facts. Thus Ascoli and Canozawere both badly shaken, 
and owed their pre-eminence in misfortune, the first, to the 
W'ave which was pas.sed northwards," end on,” by the chain 
leading to beyond Melfi, and thence delivered into the plain 
of Ascoli, from its free lying, northern extremity: the 
second to the like action of the northern chains, that tail 
off from Palazzo to Minervlno, at the east abasements of 
the great east and west chain of the Apennine. 

It should be remarked here, that Canosa, Nocera, Senar- 
chia, Mai-atea, and some other towns arc marked on (the 
original) Map B blue, with a red elongated dot at one side, 
which signifies, that although most properly marked, as 
belonging to the blue class, or those of the second degree 
of injury, still lives had been lost in them, but under cir- 
cumstances that did not warrant their being assigned the 
bad pre-eminence of the unhappy places marked (in red in 
original map), and by a black dot (0) on that here pro- 
duced. 
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OF THE SEPARATE SYSTEM OF NAPLES CITY, AND THE 
TERRA HI LAVORO, OR OF THE WAVE OF REFLECTION 
AND REFRACTION. 


It was recorded in Part II. that the wave-paths, as traced by 
rue at Naples and around the Bay, were at an early period 
found to be irreconcileable with those of the interior of the 
country, and appeared to come from no common origin. 
This apparent difficulty vanished, however, when I dis- 
covered, that the shock at and about Naples was but a 
secondary wave, and due to reflection and refraction, of 
which it affords the most striking and beautiful example : 
the phenomenon itself, although predicted by myself else- 
where* upon a priori grounds as likely to be found, having 
never before (so far as I know) been observed as actually 
occurring, and doing so here, upon a very vast scale. 

The impulse transmitted from the focal point (nearly be- 
neath Caggiano) towards the N. W. and S. \V., was ob- 
structed, as has just been describeil, bp meeting transversely 
tin- great ridges — four hi, quam prox. parallel succession, to 
the N. W., viz., that from Bella to Castelluccio, that from 
Laviano to Conturso, that from Calabrito to Eboli, and 

• Znd. and A. ‘ lioixirt* on Facts of Jilarthquakos.' Itopurts British 
Association. 
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that from Montella to two geographical miles west of 
Eboli; and nearly to the S.W., by five nearly parallel, 
though very irregular ridges, including the mighty double 
mass of Alburno. But by one narrow gap, as it were, the 
way was clear for its easy transmission in a direct line, from 
the seismic vertical, to Salerno and thereabouts. This 
occurred where all these transverse ridges sink down, and 
leave the outlet to the west of the great Valley of the Tan- 
agro, reaching from within a mile or two of Caggiano, to the 
sea ; and having a clear width at Eboli, between the hills 
to the north of it, and those on the left bank of the river 
Salaris, due south, of from three to four geographical miles. 

Along this Valley, of the Tanagro and Salaris, the wave 
was transmitted “ end on ” to the general mass of thi; forma- 
timis of the valley itself and with small loss ; so that from 
the origin divergent pencils of wave impulse in azimuths 
between 66° and 75° W. of north were transmitted, past 
this gate of Eboli, and debouching into the broken and 
hill}' plain, between Eboli and Salerno, thus reached the 
southern flank, of the great range of Monte St. Angelo, 
between Baronissi and Capo di Campancllo, opposite 
Capri, in wave-/xiths very oblique to the axial line of this 
range. 

The mountains of this range, forming the projecting 
peninsula to the south side of the Bay of Naples, are but a 
prolongation of the great cast and west range of the 
Apennine, with a depression about Baronissi. From about 
Teora and Caposele, westward of Capri, the axial line of 
the chain is nearly straight, and its direction not far from 
east and west by compass, with a slight inflection from a 
right line, at a point north of Atraui. 
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The abstract direction of the axial line is marked on 
Map A (original) by a red line ; the wave-paths, as ascer- 
tained for Salerno, La Cava, Amalfi, and other places, to 
the south of the range, and also those for Naples, Capua, 
Ottajano, and others north of it, are marked, and the direc- 
tion of transit shown by “ arrow heads.” And on Maps A 
and H, the probable farms of the isoseismals, of this sepa- 
rate reflected and refracted system, are marked in thus 

( that to the south of the range, which 

falls almost wholly in the sea, in tlie Gulf of Salerno, being 
only inferential. 

The whole of the St. Angelo range of limestone moun- 
tains, as stated in Part II., is highh'' metamorphic, forming, 
as it docs, the southern lip of the vast volcanic basin of the 
Vesuviau area. The wave from the focus, to near Salerno, 
passed through Apennine, and still newer, limestones, and 
calcareous breccias and loose deposits. Upon impinging on 
this mountain range, it reached at once, a continuous wall 
of rocks, of variable but greatly higher elasticit}', and 
superior density ; and at an angle of incidence (horizontally) 
of 56° to 59°, a reflected wave was produced. 

The observed wrave-paths at Amalfi and Atrani, &c., prove 
that this was so, the direction being N. 133° west, which 
gives the angle of their wave-paths, with the perpendicular to 
the mountain axis,= 59°, or the angles of incidence and of 
reflection equal. The wave, no doubt at a low level, in 
the base of the chain, passed through, suffering refraction 
twice, and crossed the Bay of Naples, beneath the sea, and 
was observed, as to direction of its path, at Pausillipo, 
N. 38° west. The directions of the wave-paths at Salerno 
and at Eboli, N. 66° to 67° west, which, as already stated. 
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reached the range, with an angle of incidence, of 5G° to 59°, 
passed through, therefore, with an angle of refraction of 33°; 
the direct wave-path having sufiFered an inflection to the 
extent of 26°, in passing through the mountain range, and 
in whatever harder volcanic rocks, if any, it met with, 
between that and the point of observation, at the north 
side of the bay. 

But besides these reflected and refracted waves, trans- 
mitted by the clastic material, of the roots of the range at 
a considerable depth below the ridge, the mountain 
range itself vibrated laterally, by the transverse sinuous 
wave, before referred to (Part II., Padula) and Part III., 
Chap. VI., and hence wave movements, almost precisely 
normal, horizontally, to the axial line, were transmitted from 
it. These arc indicated by the observed wave-paths, at Capua, 
Naples, and generally all round the Bay, to the north of the 
range, and at La Cava, La Trinita, &c, to the south of it. 

The orthogonal wave-paths, observed at Amalfi and 
Atrani, in a direction N. 138° east, are rather uncertain as to 
explanation ; it is observable that they are almost precisely 
in the same direction as the refracted wave at Pausillipo, 
and it is probable they were produced, by a second series of 
transverse sinuous vibrations, of the axial range, produced 
by partial refleetion of the original wave, of that order, at 
the free lying surfaces, of the end of the chain, at Capo di 
Campanella, when reached by it ; and so transmitted back- 
wards, along the chain, (like a water-wave traversing for- 
ward and baek from one end to the other, of a long trough, 
or as the same sort of sinuous wave produced by jerking 
a stretched rope, returns to the hand, after it has reached 
the fixed and remoter end). 
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The other wave-paths observed at La Cava and Salerno, 
in directions due east and west, w’ere obviously the re- 
sidual impulse, of the direct wave ; obstructed by the north 
and south transverse ranges, north of Eboli, and at last 
transmitted in part, from the last of these, that between 
Montclla, and a point two or three geographical miles west 
of Eboli. 

Wc have now accounted for all the directions, of these 
secondary waiv-paths ; and it only remains to make a few 
remarks upon the peculiar forms of the isoseismals of 
reflection and of refraction to the north and south of the 
range. The local centre of elfort in this separate s}^tcm, 
was necessarily, at a point in the axis of the range, mid- 
way between Nocera and Minori, for this was about the 
place at which the full and unobstructed effort of the direct 
wave, arriving obliquely at the range, impinged upon it ; 
hence, we should find the longest wave-paths diverging from 
this point to the northward, and the isoseismal where 
broadest opposite this : it is so in fact. 

The greatest amount of destruction happened in the towns 
of the Terra di Ijavoro, in and about Nola, and the line 
north of it. But the most striking and confirmatory fact, 
as to these complex wave phenomena, here, is to be found 
in Ca[rri Island hming escaped, (Part II.) without even 
having been conscious of any shock. Looking at the maps, 
and observing the wave-paths, and the forms of the isosels- 
inaLs to the north and south of the range, it is obvious that 
Capri stands in a position where the energ}- of such of the 
waves as could roach it at all, would be the least possible ; 
and where it is extremely probable, that by mutual inter- 
ference, they destroyed each other totally. 'I'hc local wave 
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observed at Ottajano, will be referred to hereafter. The 
small spread of the isoseismal of Naples ( — 
to the north, between Frigeiito and Monte Freddano, &c., 
is due to the extremely broken, irregular, and hummochj 
nature of the mountains, about these spaces and down to 
Pagano, as well as to the obstructive effects of the trans- 
verse north and south ridges, in producing earthquake 
shadow, as already explained. 
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OF THE SOUNDS THAT ATTENDED THE SHOCK. 


A MORE exact and careful examination of the sonnd.s, audible 
in earthquakes, than has hitherto been accorded to them, will 
(as the deductions in the present instance to be made 
prove), be hereafter found a most valuable auxiliary, in 
deducing the nature of the focal cavity, and, probably, 
many other conditions of subterraneous action as yet little 
thought of. 

The occurrence of sound at all, necessarily infers im- 
jndse at the focus, of the nature of a blow, or a succession 
of them, either due to, fracture of liard and elastic material, 
the sudden separation or rending open further, of existing 
fissures or cavities, or the sudden rush out, of highly elastic 
steam, or its as sudden production or condensation, so as to 
produce a musical note like those due to the impulse of 
wind in an organ pipe, or explosion, more or less sudden, 
as from the rush from the tail of a rocket to the explosion 
of a shell or mine. 

The character of the sound heard in the shock of De- 
cember, 1857, however various at different points, was 
everywhere made up of sudden explosive reports, (one, if 
not more than one,) variously contemporaneous with 
rushing and rolling sounds. 
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It was not in superficial area, coextensive with the shock, 
hut the form of the area within which it was heard, was 
closely similar to that, of the two first isoscismals generally, 
so that the same conditions, that were favourable, or the 
contrary, to the distant propagation of the wave of shock, 
were about equally so, to the wave of sound, but the latter 
was the feebler of the two, ah arigim. Echoes, the dis- 
turbance of local noises at the moment, the uncertainty 
with which the ear judges of direction of sound, the 
evanescence of the phenomenon, and the difficulties in- 
separable from trusting to merely collected information 
of often incompetent observers, or unfaithful narrators, who 
observed under alarm, must ever deprive sound phe- 
nomena (except when heard by the physicist himself) 
of the unerring certainty of deduction, that I)dongs to 
the mechanical problems, presented by the phenomena 
left after the shock. 

Still we shall find that sounds, are not without their 
seismic significance and response, and when more of their 
complex conditions shall have been submitted to careful 
a jrriori discussion, we shall be much better prepared to 
put the inquiries as to facts, that will be valuable in 
result. 

No sound whatever, was heard to accompany the shock, 
except within a very limited portion of the central area of 
great disturbance. 

The limits of surface, within which the shock was ex- 
perienced, in its respective degrees of intensity, have been 
already given. Within the first and second of these (the 
area of great disturbance) sounds were heard, along with, 
or nearly along with the shock, over an area equal to more 
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than 2500 geographical square miles, or within a space ex- 
tending from Melii to Lagonegi-o, north and south, and from 
Duchessa to Monte Pcloso, east and west. 

The narratives of those situated towards the northern 
and southern extremities of the sound area, all described what 
they had heard, as a low', grating, heavy, sighing rush, of 
twenty to sixty seconds in duration, some thinking that it 
was also a sort of rumbling sound, but w'ith none, a distinct, 
well-defined explosion, or several in succession. 

Those who were situated towards the middle of the souml 
area, and towards its east and west lioundaries, on the 
contrary, very generally described the sound, as something 
of the same character as to tone, but with more rumbling, 
using the words “rombo, rumore di carozzo,” &c., more, 
and such as “ fischio, sospiramente,” &c., less ; and as 
shorter and more abrupt, both in commencement and 
ending, and in duration. 

These descriptions, aided by the expressive gesticulation 
and imitative powers of the narrators, conveyed a far more 
exact notion of the sounds heard, and of the relative times 
in which they were heard, than I can hope to transmit in 
writing. They were collected in my progress, and as they 
may be referred to in the narrative, without much idea of 
their leading to any very distinct or valuable conclusion. 
The result however now appears to support the conclusions 
arrived at, from the rigid methwls of tracing the origin 
out from the wave-paths, in a manner as remarkable as it 
is satisfactor}'. 

It will be seen that our wave-path lines on the surface, 
although they mainly point to one great focal point, do 
not do so absolutely, some pointing to an extreme centre. 
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aliout 2i geographical miles north of the main focal point, 
and some to another, nearly 5 geographical miles south of 
the same ; the length or di.stance along the right line con- 
necting these extremes, and passing through the main 
focus, being about 74 miles, and in a direction nearly 
20° or 30° east of north. Many of the more southern wave- 
paths, at that extremity of this linear loom, are those from 
places such as Saponara, &c., almost parallel to the major 
axis of the meizoseismal area. 

That the existence in fari of this linear locus of foci, may 
be due to unavoidable errors of observation in the wave- 
paths, and to local changes of direction, of the wave-paths 
observed only at some points, there can be no doubt ; but 
the length of this locus of foci, coupled with the facts recorded 
as to the sound, leave as little doubt, that the centre of 
effort was not confined horizontally, to a single, or a very 
small point of space, nor diffused horizontally, and equally, 
round the main focus, over a very wide one; but was 
limited to a surface, either in a vertical or highly-inclined 
plane to the horizon, which we shall see reason to believe, 
was a curved surface, which passed through the main focal 
point nearly beneath Caggiano. 

Such conditions would be fulfilled, were the originating 
impulse due, to a great rent or fracture, suddenly produced, 
in the course or direction of this curved plane passing 
through the focal foci, and this is exacth’ the condition 
that will account for the sounds, so variously heard and 
described, at dilTcrcnt points of the shaken area. 

A rent or fracture produced under our conditions, must 
have commenced at a middle point in its length, i. e., at 
the main focal point, for at this point, the forces producing 
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fracture must have Iwen most violent, anti the fracture 
cxteiuled, or ran out thence with great rapiditj-, in l>oth 
directions, viz., N. N. E. and S. S.W. ; extending, at the 
same time, up\vard.s and downwards, in height and dcjith, 
from the same point. 

The noise, therefore, whether produced by the actual 
fracture of roc:ky strata, in the hard lower limestone, or in 
some still lower rocks, or due to the rushing of steam at 
high pressure, into the huge fissure as it opened along, or 
due, as most probable, to both united and together, could 
be heanl noichere upon the surface of the earth above, as 
an exph^im, but every u-here as a prolonged sound of some 
sort ; and the amount of prolongation, as heard by an ob- 
server at any given point, would be greater, in projmr- 
tion as his station was more, in directum with the line 
of the rent, or with its chord, if curved, and his position 
further and further removed from the middle point of its 
length. 

The sound is produced, at the point in the act of being 
rent, and into which, as it opens the fissure, the steam is 
rushing ; it is therefore produced, in succession along every 
point of the line of fissure, from the origin or focus, to its 
extremities, where the rending force becomes evanescent. 

Now if < = the whole time of rending the (is.sure, to any 
given distance along it, from the origin x, and d — the 
distance of the hearer upon the .surface of the earth, from the 
.«ame ; u = the velocity of sound, in the masses fractured and 
transmitting it to the ear; and omitting all consideration 
of' intermediate transmission, through small thicknesses of 
the atmosphere before reaching the ear, or of sounds 
produced simultaneously with the longitudinal rending, by 
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that occurring at the .same time up and down ; then T = the 
time of rending sound will be 

T = t 

V 

when it shall reach the ear from x. Therefore, the whole 
noise of rending, from o to x, will reach the ear in the time, 

rj,i ^ "x/ ^ -t“ .2?^ “ (/ 

V 

but X and t remaining the same for every station, and d 
being variable, this function diminishes rapidly a-s d in- 
creases, and at an infinite distance is equal to t. Hence the 
nearer the station of the hearer is to the middle of the 
length of the fissure, (as the alxive is true from 0 to x, in 
both directions of rending, from the centre or main focms,) in 
a line {lerpendicular to its plane, and the further he is off, 
provided he hear it at all, the more short, abrupt, and 
explosive like, will the sound appear to him: while, on 
the contrary, the more oblique, or nearly in the line of 
the fissure, he is situated, the more he will hear it, as a long 
rushing sound. 

But as the fissure has considerable vertical dimensions, 
as well as horizontal ones, this is pro tanto true, for a ver- 
tical plane, as well as for the horizontal one ; and hence, 
even were the fissure imtaotaneoud;/ opened, to its whole 
extent, as if by a single effort, no hearer could be so situated 
upon the earth’s surface, as to hear the noise, however short 
and abrupt, as a single explosion, but must hear it as a pro- 
longed sound. 

In fact, it is quite analogous to standing a good way off, 
at the centre, of the front or rear, of a long line of troops, 

i: 2 
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nuigcd up and down the slope of a steep hill, wlio firc in 
lile, (■oinmencing at the centre, or standing at the same 
distance from one extremity of the lino. In the former 
case, we shall liear the whole sound, in less time I)y nearly 
i : 1 than in the latter; while the explosive-like character 
and loudness will be nearly as 2 : 1, twice as much sound 
impinging on the ear in the same time. 

It should be observed, that the same sort of continuous 
sound, variable in duration at different stations, could be 
produced, by a single sound or explosion, occurring simul- 
taneously along the whole length, of a line such as that of 
our fissure ; the sound from its different points, arriving at 
the car in succession, as they came from a greater distance ; 
the case being then analogous to the rumbling of thunder, 
simultaneously produced, along the whole length of the 
flash, so far as our senses can take note of it. 

But to this view there are great objections — 

1st. The sound in that case, could be nowhere “sospi- 
ranti it would be everywhere rumbling, and only varj- 
in loudness, and in length of duration. 

2nd. Bearing in mind the extreme velocity of propaga- 
tion of sound in solids, as compared with its velocity in air, 
the a.ssumption of a single explosion, must involve, the 
existence of a line of.simultaneous rupture, of enormous and 
improbable length, to account suflicicntly for the prolonga- 
tion of the sound. 

3rd. The physical conception, of any such simultaneous 
fracture, or of any force, or mode of application of forces, 
capable of producing it, is difficult, if not impossible. 

It may therefore l)c concluded, that the sounds heard, 
in the earthquake of December 16th, 1857, were due 
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U) the rending, and probable filling with higli-prc&sure 
steam, of a rent, eommeuclng at or near the main focal 
point, and extending (as indicated by the wave-paths) about 
geographical miles in length. We shall see reason to 
believe, however, that the extreme dimensions of the rent, 
exceeded this considerably. The production of the rent, 
was the originating impulse of the earthquake, its repletion 
with dense steam or a further extension of it, probably, 
that of the second shock. 

Had we precise observation, of the exact time, during 
which the rushing sounds were heard at each, or at two or 
more stations, and knew the exact velocity of sound, in the 
various solid or other media, between the fracture and the 
hearers, we should obviously be in a condition, to calculate 
the length of the fissure itself, assuming the depth of focus, 
to be about its mean depth : and such exact observation, 
which ma}’ be readily made by a Brequet watch, or other 
chronoscope, may be, upon the grounds above indicated, 
commended to future observers of earthquakes. 

It is obvious, also, that the conditions which have been 
|)ointed out, are sufficient to account for, most if not all, of 
the phenomena recortlcd, of the relative time of arriml and 
of duratim, of the sound and of the s/uk/c, at given jH)int.s ; 
while the fact, that the sound was heard at all only, within 
a very limited area of the total surface convulscil, by this 
earthquake, (au area equal to not above n’-gth of the whole, 
within which the shock was distinctly felt by the unaided 
senses,) seems to point out, that the wave-inilses of audililc 
sound, and those of shock, are different — diflering not only 
in volume, but probably in velocity, and capable of pro- 
pagation to very different distances, from the same origin. 
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A great deal of obscurity, as yet hangs over the way in 
Avhich the sound from the eartli, reaches the auditoiy nen cs, 
whether l)y viln-ation, communicated from tlie earth's surface 
to the sti-atum of immediately supcrincundjent air, and by 
it to the car ; or directly from the viljniting surface of the 
earth, through the bones and other tissues of the human 
frame, to the ear. Ujxju this ]X)int, the remark made 
cmsuallj' by one of the persons at Polla, that he heard 
the noise, come u]> through his bo<iy or legs from the earth, 
is not to be wholly lost sight of. The probability is, that 
the sound, from its starting-point, travels to the car lx»th 
ways ; viz., through the earth directly and the human body, 
to the ear ; and through the eartli, (vertically, or nearly so, to 
the nearest jwints of air,) and thence through the atmosphere, 
to the ear : and as the rate of transit is ver\- pmch more 
rapid, probably, in the solids, than in the air, this condition 
would aild another, to the causes already assigned, for the 
continuity of the sound. (Compare ‘ First Report on Facts 
of Earthquakes, Reports Brit. Ass., 1850, cap. 23.’) 

One circumstance connected with the .sounds of earth- 
quakes, has hitherto received but im[)crfcct explanation, 
namely, the arrival at a point distant from the origin, of 
the found, before the shock. The fact, has been apparently 
sufficiently' attested, as occurring occasionally, and some 
years since it was adduced, as one tending to cast some 
doubt, upon the general theory of earthquake dynamics, 
which, lia.scd upon the movements of elastic waves, has 
since been univei-sally accepted. The idienomenon admiLs 
of simple probable explanation, and may be treated, along 
with that of the tremore before and after the shock, in the 
following chapter. 
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OK TIIK TKKMULOUS MOVEMENTS THAT PKECEDED AND 
FOU.OWKD THE SHOCK, AND OF SOUND BEFORE THE 
LATTER. 

The shock, properly so called, that which shakes down 
buildiugs, 4c , and the precedent and succedcnt tremors, arc 
all waves of the same order, diB'eriug onl}' in dimensions, 
and more or less in direction ; the sliock, being a wave of 
large amplitude, the tremore of small or very small ; the 
latter also, in part, mixed with small transversals. 

Whatever be the form, of the focal cavity, whether 
spherical, linear, or lamellar, we must assiunc it, suddenly 
enlarged in dimensions ; either by its walls giving way at 
once, to a previously steady, or to a slowly increasing pres- 
sure from within, or by a sudden increase of that pres- 
sure, brought upon its jtarietes. 

Ill either case, if the cavity itself is enlarged in volume, 
hy rending or fracture of the material, composing its walls, 
the velocity with which a rent or fracture can he propagaird 
through any material substance, however great may be the 
force producing it, can never exceed that expressed by the 
equation 

V - 

cD ' 

in which d, and h, arc the density of mercury at 0°, and 
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height of the barometric column, e the moilulus of elasticity, 
and D the density of tlie body torn ; for thi.s, the velocity 
of sound, or of force transmission, in the given solid, is the 
limit of the rate at which the rending force can lie propa- 
gated, from particle to particle. Again, a force will produce 
rending by impulse, when its velocity 



fi, being the modulus of force transmission, involved in 
the former equation, and that of final extension or com- 
pression at rupture ; and in this case, the progress of the 

„ • 

rent may merely follow on, at the velocitv 

9 

These are the limits of the rate, at w'hich the focal cavity 
enlarges in any one dimension, by rending ; and as the 
amplitude of the wave impulse, at the instant of its original 
transmission, depends upon the range of original disturbance, 
that is, upon the length of the rent, or enlargement of the focal 
cavity, which has already occurred at that instant, and 
upon the velocity together, (which, if it fall below the latter 
value of V ceases to generate a wave at all ;) so, at the 
Instant the rending or enlargement of the focal cavity 
commences with sufficient velocity, (tremulous.) waves of 
extremely small amplitude, begin to be transmitted ; their 
amplitudes rapidly increase up to a maximum and then 
suddenly diminish to 0. 

Such waves of very small amplitude, at the commence- 
ment and end, arc those of the tremors, and most jirobably 
of the sounds ; although it is as yet not quite certain, that 

* Sco ‘ Mallot on the Physical Conditions involved in the Constnio- 
lion of Artillery, Trans. Roy. Irish Acad.,’ Vol. xxiii., Part I. 
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waves of small amplitude, although recognizable as pro- 
ducing sensible movement, and those of very much 
smaller amplitude, which are only capable of recognition 
by the ear, have the same rate of transit. The wave of 
the great shock is the subsequent one of great amplitude, 
(iu proportion,) and which cannot be generated with an 
amplitude sufficient, to produce the effect of earthquake 
shock, until after the focal cavity has already been enlarged 
to a certain amount. 

These waves, therefore, start in succession, the tremulous 
waves first, then the shock wave, of large amplitude, and, 
lastly, the concluding tremulous waves, the sound waves 
probably accompanying all ; and if the velocity of incep- 
tive rending be sufficient, the sound waves setting out the 
earliest of all: so that at a distant point of surface, the 
observer shall Acor the mutterings of the earthquake first, 
shall tfien perceive the tremors before the shock, then the 
great shove of the shock itself, and, lastly, the tremors mth 
which it departs alemg with the sound. If Mr. Earnshaw’s 
mathematical views of the progression of sound, be adopted, 
(‘ Trans. Brit Ass. 1858 ’,) it would follow, that the transit 
rate for the wmve of large amplitude, (the shock,) must be 
greater than that for either the tremors or the sounds ; and 
if so, an additional reason is afforded in explanation of the 
commonly observed fact that the duration of the tremors 
before and after the shock is often unequal. Mr. Earn- 
shaw’s conclusions as to the neces.sary formation of “ break- 
ing waves ” where the transit velocities are unequal, have ex- 
tremely interesting relations with this part of our subject. 

The relative times of arrival, at a distant point of obser- 
vation, however, must be also largely affected, by the form 
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of the focal cavity ; for example, let this, as in Fig. 350, be 
assumed an extensive lamellifonn fissure,//', inclined to 
the seismic vertical o v, and sloped /rem the observer, at 
the iK)int of the earth’s surface p ; let the rending of the 
fissure be supposed to commence, from an extremely small 



cavity at the point c, and for simplicity, assume the medium 
homogeneous, and that waves of whatever amplitude, have 
the same rate of transit ; then at the instant that the rent 
commences at c, tremulous waves, and those of sound, will 
liegin to be transmitted, and will reach p in the time c p, 
and, so far as the emergent angle of the former can be 
observed, will emerge with e = b p g. 

Let us further suppose that until the fissure has en- 
larged to the depth h h, both ways from c, the originating 
impulse is not sufficient, to generate a wave with the ampli- 
tude necessary to produce the effects of shock ; then the 
tremulous waves will have been transmitted to s; before the 
trave of shock will have started ; so that the shock will not 
reach the point p, until after the time cp + c s, and the 
angle of emergence bp g will be nearly the same as that 
of the first trcmors. 

Moreover, if t and t' equal the time ol' rending the fissure 
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from c to/aiul/', the tremulous waves, will continue to start 
from successive jioints along the fissure, from c to those 
limits, and up to the limits of time of fp+t, and/’'/; + t', 
and will continue emerging, for the time sr, after the shock, 
with constantly varying angles between a p g, and e p g, up 
to the completion of the cycle of phenomena. 

Such were precisely, the circumstances described to me, by 
all the observ’ers present, at the shock of December, 1857, 
as those which then occurred. It began everywhere, with 
tremors; the sounds geucrdlly, arrived at the same time; 
the apparent direction of movement, of the tremulous oscil- 
lations, appeared rapidly to change, and still more rapidly 
to increase in amplitude; then the great shove of the 
destructive shock arrived, in some places rather before, in 
some a little after, the moment of loudest sound, and it died 
away suddenly, (i. e. with extreme rapidity,) into tremors 
again, but differing in direction from that of the great 
shock itself. (Compare Part II. in locis.) 

To this train of phenomena the exceptions observed, were 
only at Naples, and in theTerra di Lavoro, where the direction 
of movement of all the oscillations, (the whole being small,) 
did not change, and were all horizontal, or apparently so ; 
but the exception here, is confirmatory of the truth of the 
explanation, because, as already explained, the earthquake at 
Naples, was one only of reflected and refracted waves, trans- 
mitted horizontally, or nearly so, from an origin of a totally 
different character from that of a focal cavity, namely, the 
axial line, of the St. Angelo range of mountiiius. Another 
condition proiluctive of tremulous waves, remains however, 
to lie noticed. 

In any ease in which a shock is transmitted, from a centre 
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of impulse c, (Fig. 3")1,) due to the compression of the 
walls, (of whatever form,) of a focal cavity, in an elastic 
medium, (which for simplicity we may suppose homoge- 
neous) ; then liesides the primarj'^ wave of shock of large 
amplitude, as in the continuous spherical or ellipsoidal 
shells, s s' s", &c., there will be a retlected wave, from the 
continuous and indefinitely extended mass, of clastic and 



resistant material, at I o, and below it, given back by the pri- 
mary or previous coiupre.ssion. This will be delivered, ver- 
tically upw'ards, in the general direction of the seismic ver- 
tical 0 i\ and divergently ujxni the surface around it, in the 
spherical shells, r r' r", &c., in the dotted lines ; and as 
these emerge at the surface, thej' will generate, a smaller 
transversal wave, tt't", kc., which will be transmitted upon 
the surface, with an at every point nearly 

vertical, as at p t. And these small transversal waves, may 
reach a distant point of observation p, coincident with the 
shock, or before it, or after it, acconling to varying condi- 
tions, as to depth c r, to distance r p, and to the form of the 
focal cavity when not spherical, as sup|>osed in the Figure. 
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It is highly probable, from the experiments ofWertheim 
and lii-eguet, on the linear and transversal vibrations, of 
stretched iron wire, (‘ Comptes Rendu,’ t. xxxii., p. 293,) in 
which they found the rate of propagation of the latter, greater 
than that of the former, in the ratio of 4634 ; 3485, that 
these small surface transversals, will be transmitted from 
r to^ faster than the direct shock can be over an equal 
distance, and hence the time, during which the tremors may 
be felt, before the shock, be proportionably prolonged. 

When to all these circumstances we add, those that 
heterogeneitj' of medium must introduce, as somewhat 
explained in Chaps. IV. and V., there will be no difficulty 
in explaining the cycle of observed wave phenomena, how- 
ever complex. 

It follows, from what has been stated in the preceding 
page, that no absolutely single shock, consisting of one 
clear, sharply defined blow, is physically possible, to an 
observer situated anywhere out of the centre of impulse. 

Wherever the observer may be upon the earth’s surface, 
he must experience a more or less “ blurred ” and confused 
shock, even though it were produced by an explosion in 
itself absolutely instantaneous. 


Digitized by Google 



CHAPTER X. 

OP TUB REITERATION' OF THE SHOCK, EXPERIENCED IN 
SOME LOCALITIES, AND OP ITS CAUSE. 


The earthquake of December 16, 1857, consisted, irrcsjiec- 
tive of tremulous movements, such as those last discussed, 
of two shocks : the- first and more powerful of the two, was 
felt over the whole area disturbed ; the second, which 
occurred about an hour after the first, was less powerful, 
however, and limited in its scismal area to a much smaller 
region than the former. 

These two, however, appear to have been, distinct earth- 
quakes, due to separate originating impulses, though from a 
common originating point, only following each other, with 
but a brief interval of time ; but in some places, as recorded 
a .second shock of considerable intensity, was felt following 
the first, in rapid succession. In every instance, this second 
appears to have been a reflected shock, the first, the direct 
one, and the two differed often very considerably, in wave- 
path. 

The conditions conducing these, will be best cxiilained 
further on, in treating of the disturbing effects, of local 
jwsition, Ac., upon the shock. In the ca.se of Naples itself, 
where a distinct moment of pau.se, was ob.scrved, after the 
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occurrence of tlie first portion of the shock, and then its 
renewal, it will have occurred to the reader, as due to the 
direct wave, transmitted after refraction, through the 
Su Angelo range, and to the transversal vibrations, propa- 
gated from the oscillations of the axial vertical plane of the 
range itself ; the former arriving first, and being the more 
powerful. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

OP TUK ACTUAL DIMENSIONS, FORM, AND SURTERRANEOCS 
POSITION OP THE FOCAL CAVITY, AS DEDUCED. 


From all that has preceded, in relation to 1st, the form of 
the isoseisinals ; 2nd, the horizontal spread, from conver- 
gence of the wave-paths, to a small focal area; 3rd, the 
nature of the sounds heard, at different points, round the 
focus ; and 4th, the tremulous movements ; we are enabled to 
assign, with a very high degree of probability as to correctr 
ness, the size, form, and position, of the focal cavity itself. 

We have found that (Chap. II.) the vertical dimension of 
this cavity, could not have exceeded aljout 5-3 miles, but 
was most probably limited, to 3 geographical miles. We 
have also found (Chap. I.) the preponderating numbers of 
our wave-paths, fall to within an horizontal length of o geo- 
graphical miles, 2i at either side the focal point. Rut to the 
south of this jxiint, we have six wave-paths, (of which five, 
are nearly parallel, to the major axi.s, of the meizoseismal 
and to each other,) which fall, rather above 2 geogra- 
phical miles, more to the southward, of the 2^ mile circle ; 
viz., those of, Marsica Nuovo, Saponara and its Piano, 
Tramutola, and Spinosa. These point distinctly to a prolon- 
gation of the focal cavity, towards the south and west, to 
an extent approximately equal to the transverse range of 
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their divergence. Again, on the north of the 24 mile 
circle, the extreme of divergence northward of the 24 mile 
circle of Laviano, Valva, and Altamura, and the large spread 
to the northward, of the isoseismals eastward of the great 
interrupting north and south ridge, between Avigliano and 
Lauria, e.g., the swelling of the curv'e, from Buccino to 
Monte Peloso; point to an impulse-producing surface, 
extending northward, within about a mile of Balvano. We 
therefore come to the conclusion that the tchole horizontal 
dimension of the focal cavity was abotU nine geographical miles. 

But to answer the observed conditions, direction of the 
wave-paths, normal or nearly normal, to the longest, of which 
within any isoseismal, the surfaces of the walls of the cavity 
must be ; and to answer the observed emergences near the 
centre, as at Vietri de Potenza, Auletta, PoUa, &c. ; the 
horizontal line, joining the north and south cuds of the focal 
cavity, cannot be a right line : the horizontal section, of the 
fissure or lamelliform cavity, must therefore be a curve, and 
the only curve that will answer the conditions, is that drawn 
by a broad red line or band on the Maps A and B, between 
the points marked / and /'. It passes from near Balvano, 
on the north, close to Vietri di Potenza, Caggiano, and 
Pertosa, and to the north and west of Polla. 

The cm’ve so traced, is one of coutrarj' flexure, and the 
effects necessarily following, from the concavity and con- 
vexity of the surfaces (of impulse,) which it generates with 
the vertical dimension, will, on careful consideration and com- 
parison with the maps, be found singularly in good accord 
with the irregularity or distortion of the isoseismals ; and 
with the mutual relations between both ; and the physical 
conditions of surface, &c., operative in their co-determination. 

VOL. II. X 
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The conditions developed in Chap. Y., when applied to the 
wave-patlis, lately referred to, falling to the south of the 
2 J mile circle, and the shallowness of focal deiith, given (see 
Diagrams Nos. 1 and 2) by the observed emergences for all 
the places, very close, to the seismic vertical, and to the 
north, north-east, and east of it, such as Salvitello, Auletta, 
Villa Carusso, &c. ; indicate that the vertical section of the 
focal cavity, was also either more or less curved, or, what 
is much more in accordance with the laws of fracture, was, 
in its general surface, inclined to the vertical ; and, from the 
seismic vertical, sloped off upwards, towards the N. W., 
and the contrary way below. 

We therefore finally come to this conclusion, that the focal 
cavity, when at its full dimensions, was a curved fissure, whose 
height was three geographical miles, and length along its curve 
of contrary flexure was nine geographiced miles, while its thick- 
ness, or third dimension, between wall and wall, was probably 
very small, hut is uncertain. 

The area of the lamelliform fissure, or its height by its 
length, was therefore 27 geographical miles, and the depth 
of its central point (nearly) or mean depth of the fissure, 
— the true focal point, or seismic centre of force, was at 5J 
geographical miles below the surface. The top edge of 
the fissure, therefore, did not approach nearer to the surface, 
than geographical miles, while the lower edge reached a 
depth of at least geographical miles below the surface. 
Whether this were previously an open cavity, which 
liecoming suddenly surcharged with dense steam, had its 
lateral dimensions suddenly enlarged, and by the impulse 
of which the wave of shock was generated ; or whether a 
fissure was thus widely rent, where there was nothing 
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before, but perhaps some cavity, at this mean depth and 
mean central point, which became extended under pres- 
sure, along the plane of greatest weakness, in the sur- 
rounding formations ; we have no means of judging, beyond 
this, that the observed tremors indicate rending. Whether the 
cavity were pre-existent, or was then at the moment rent, 
the actual range of movement outwards, of its two great 
surfaces, (the opposite walls of the fissure,) cannot have 
exceeded a very small limit, as proved by the small ampli- 
tude of the wave of shock, at the places nearest and most 
exposed to it. 

The dimensions thus assigned to the focal fissure, receive 
very interesting confirmation, from the actually observed 
duration, (so far as it was observed,) of the tremors that 
preceded the shock. 

The length of the fissure was nine geographical miles 
(its extreme limits, assuming it rent) something more. If 
the fiacture commenced, as W'C must suppose, at the centre 
of the length, then the distance it had to run either way, 
was 4| geographical miles,= 27,337 feet. If the rent 
occurred at the superior limit of V, as already given, its 
rate, supposing it to have been all in Apennine limestone, 
would have been about 3640 feet per second. (See ‘First 
Report on Facts of Earthquakes, Sec. 23rd, Reports Brit. 
Assoc. 1850.’) The time of rending, then, would have been 
7-j seconds, and this would be the least period of time, during 
which the tremulous movements would be felt, previom to 
the arrival of the great shock, supposing the latter gene- 
rated, at the moment the fissure attained its full dimensions. 
The least time actually recorded is six or eight seconds.” 

It is improbable, however, that the velocity of rending in 
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the same medium, should lie greater, coiisiderabh', than the 
velocity of actual wave transit in the same. The preced- 
ing velocity of .“IGdO feet per second, being that due to the 
^e, is, as we shall see hereafter, nearly four times as 
great, as was the actual transit of the wave, in the lime- 
stone ; and some retanlation,more or less, must undoubtedly 
have arisen, in passing through several miles of rock, more 
or less shattered, heterogeneous, and discontinuous before- 
hand, transversely to the line of fracture. 

If, therefore, we assume the inferior limit of Y, to be 
equal, obly to the transit rate of the shock wave, in the same 
formation, the duration of the precedent, tremors, would be 
about 4x8" = 32". The longest observed periods that I 
have recorded, vary between 30" and 40". 

It is with considerable interest also, that, on referring to 
our Maps, A and B, and still better, on comparing with the 
localities, in Zannoni’s great map, it will be found, that the 
curve of contrary flexure, assigned to the form of the fissure, 
conforms in a remarkable way, to the existing natural lines 
of surface contour, of the country through which it extends ; 
and to such lines of pre-existent dislocation, as we ina}^ 
predicate, from tho.se, of the valleys, hills, and water-courses. 
'I’lius, at its northern extremity, it follows, in part, the lines 
of the dee]) valleys, of the rivers Turno and Landro ; crosses 
the Campostrina ridge, at one of its several transverse 
depressions, or minor valleys, follows diagonally, the general 
line of the valley, between Caggiauo, and Pertosa ; and then 
to the extreme southern end, strikes right into the deep 
valley, between the ranges, of Monte Tomaso, and that of 
the Costa del Castagneto, to the west of Polla. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

OK THE TEMKEKATTKE OK THE KOCAL CAVITY, AND THE 
INTENSITY OF THE FORCE THAT ACTED WITHIN IT. 

Beueving, as Ido, that the few facts, supposed to be ascer- 
tained, as to subterranean temperature, at a very limited 
number of distant points, do not warrant any conclusion, 
such as has been jumped to, from them ; that there is d^geueml 
increment of teinpeixiture, as we descend from the surlacc, 
increasing at an average rate, of 1° Fahr. for every 50 or 
60 feet additional depth, due to some all-pervading cause. 
Considering, that the local rates of increase, of subterraneous 
temperature observed, arc due to local action, the nature of 
which remains yet to be discovered, or at least to be pointed 
out, and that hence, from the observed depth and temperature 
at one place, we cannot alone, infer anything, as to the tem- 
perature at an equal depth, in another and distant place : 
and considering, that even admitting the hypothesis of a 
pervading cause, the discrepancy of the small number of 
observations, varj'ing as they do, between the wide limits 
of 1°, for every 30 feet, and 1° for every 90 feet, (three 
times as much,) or even 100 feet, is so wide, that any 
mean, deduced from such data, must be ahnost devoid of 
evidence holding such views, I myself attach but slight 
value, to any deductions that can be drawn, as to the tem- 
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peraturc of the focal cavity, by applying to its ascertained 
dcjitli, the commonly reputed law of increase, of subternir 
nean beat. 

It may be interesting, however, to those who give more 
weight to the common doctrine of Hyjiogean temperature, 
to apply it to the case ; the rather, as illustrative of the line 
of reasoning that we should be entitled to follow out, had 
we the requisite data certain. 

There are two deep Artesian wells at Naples, the tempe- 
ratures given by which, add to the discrepancy and doubt, 
before sufficient, as to the rate of increase with the depth. 

One of these, is at the royal palace in the city ; its depth 
is 1460 feet, and the temperature of the water is 68° Fahr., 
and taking the mean temperature of the surface soil to 
be 61° Fahr., this gives an increment, of only 1° Fahr. for 
208 feet in depth. 

The other one, is at the Largo Vittoria, also in the city ; 
its depth is 909 feet, and its temperature is 71'6° Fahr., 
say 72°, or 1° for 82*64, or say 83 feet in depth. 

These wells are not much more than a mile apart, yet the 
absolute temperatures differ, and the increments, by more 
than 2:1; both are much below the commonly received 
mean rate of increase, and these are wells, within ten miles 
of a volcanic active vent. 

This low temperature in both, and great discrepancy 
between them respectively is traceable, I have no doubt, to 
the faet, that both are mainly, in tufa beds of vast depth, as 
porous as a filtering stone, and subjected to great and 
variable cooling influences, from the penetration of fresh and of 
sea water, while the adjacent sources of heat are vaiicdle also 
in a high degree. 
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Let US assume, however, that at the focal cavity, the 
increment is the usual mean, of 1° for each 60 feet of 
descent; then, at the upper, mean, and lowest levels, of the 
cavity, we have the corresponding temperatures thus : 

Depth 

in feet. Temi»erature. 

Minimum depth .... 16,70.*) 339‘4° Fahr. 

Mean depth (seismic focus) 34,930 043’1° „ 

Maximum depth .... 49,359 883'6° „ 

assuming, as before, the mean temperature of the surface 
soil,= 61° Fahr. 

If the cavity were fdled with dense steam, at these 
respective temperatures, the corresponding pressure ujion it.s 
walls, would be, from the formula, 

e = (1 + 0-004 ty 
l, being reckoned, above 212° Fahr. 

l*rmur*? 

Temperature. in Atmosphen>. 

Minimum depth . . . 339‘4° 7-85° 

Mean focal depth . . 643-1° 148-88° 

Maximum depth . . 883-6° 684-11° 

In accordance with the law, tliat vapour can exist, in a 
vessel whose walls are at different temperatures, at the ten- 
sion only, due to the least temperature of any part ; it might 
be concluded, that the greatest possible pressure within the 
cavity, would be that due to the temperature, of its upper- 
most and coolest part ; but as the steam must be supposed 
suddenly admitted to the cavity, in this instance, and may 
be supposed unlimited in supply ; we may conclude that 
for the instant, it would reach anj- higher tension, up to the 
limit of the maximum temperature. 
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Taking the specific gravity of Apennine limestone, form- 
ing, the walls of the cavity, and the whole of its superin- 
cumbeut mass, = 2’700, and 29'92 inches of mercury, 
specific gravity 13'57, equaling one atmosphere; it follows 
that a column of 150‘4 inches of the limestone, or of nearly 
12'5 feet, will also balance an atmosphere of steam. 

Ilencc, in round numbers, we have the following 
depths of limestone, necessary to balance the corresponding 
tensions — 

Teo*ion Depth of 

iu Atmospheres. Liroestoue. 

Minimum depth .... 8 100 feet 

Mean focal depth .... 149 1862 „ 

Maximum depth .... 684 8550 ,, 

We therefore remark, that although the steam pressure, 
was enough, to lift the enormous column of 8550 feet of lime- 
stone, it was not sufficient by about one-half, to blow up, 
the weakest portion, of the covering of the cavity, whose 
least thickness was 16,700 feet below the surface. 

The steam tension, of 684 atmospheres, is about one-third 
that of fired gunpowder, and hence amply suflicient, if 
either sudacnly generated, or suddenly admitted, to the 
cavit 3 ', to produce the wave of impulse, by the sudden com- 
pression, of the walls of the cavity ; to which, even the 
mean tension, would be suflicient. 

The pressures upon the walls, due to the preceding ten- 


sion, are 

Atmosphere's Tons per 

teusioa. sc]uarc inch. 

Minimum depth . . 8 0‘0535 

Mean focal depth . 149 0-9980 

Maximum depth . . 684 4 5800 


so that at tho latter pressure— that due to the highest tcni- 
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perature, and lowest portion, of the cavity — the total accu- 
mulated pressure upon its lamellar tcalls, of 27 geographical 
square miles in area, would be more than 640,528 millions 
of tons. 

And yet, it is extremely doubtful, that the temperature 
of the focal cavity, was not very much higher. The 
probable superior limit, of temperature, would be that it 
might be as high, as that of the “ foyer ” of Vesuvius. 

I cannot find, that any professed investigator of volcanoes, 
has ever thought of making, the very obvious and important 
experiment, of lowering, with an iron wire a pyrometer, as 
far as possible, into a crater, in order to get some idea, of 
its actual temperature, even within a few score yards of its 
mouth. 

When on Vesuvius, on the occasion of this Report, 1 feel 
satisfied that I could have so measured the temperature, of 
the minor mouth, then in powerful action, to the depth of 
several hundred feet, had I possessed the instrumental means 
at hand. To this smaller mouth, it was then possible, by 
wrapping the face in a wet cloth, to approach so near, upon 
the hartl and sharply defined (though thin and dangerous) 
crust of lava, through which it had broken, as to see its walls, 
for quite 150 feet down, by estimation. They were glow- 
ing hot, to the very lips, although constantly evolving, a 
torrent of rushing steam, with varying velocity. Accustomed 
as I have been, by profession, for years, to judge of tempe- 
ratures in large furnaces, by the eye, I estimated the tem- 
perature of this mouth, by the appearance of its heated 
walls, at the lowest visible depth ; they were there, of a 
pretty bright red, visible in bright winter sunlight over- 
head. I have no doubt, then, that the temperature of the 
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shaft, at from 300 to 500 feet down, was sufiBeient to melt 
eopper, or from 1900° to 2000° of Fahr. From the ex- 
tremely bad conducting power, of the walls, of a volcanic 
shaft, there is scarcely any loss of heat, from any cause, 
except its enormous absorption, in the latent heat, of the 
prodigious volume of dry steam which is constantly being 
evolved. It is perfectly traiupirent for several yards above 
the orifice of the shaft, and is not only perfectly dry steam, 
but also super-heated •, and although this steam, may be at 
the mouth very much below the highest temjierature of the 
hottest point, the temperature of the shaft or duct that 
carries it off will be very nearly at all depths the same, 
to probably within a very short distance, of the jmint of 
greatest incandescence. 

In the absence, at present, of better information, we may 
suppose the temperature of volcanic cavities in this region 
(where Vesuvius is the most “glaring instance”) to be 
about 2000° Fahr. This would give a superior limit of 
temperature, for the interior of our seismic focal cavitj^ 
2j times as great, as the maximum arrived at, by applying 
the supposed law of hypogeal increment, and would raise 
the tension, of the contained steam, (admitting that we 
know anything about the state of water, at such tempera- 
tures and pressures,) to much more than that due to fired 
gunpowder. 

The capability of producing an earthquake impulse, 
depends greatly, however, upon the suddenness with which 
the steam is flashed off, and its tension brought to hear upon 
the walls of the cavity ; and this is not most rapid, at the 
highest temperature, of the evaporating surface, unless, 
indeed, intense prcssure, by bringing the fluid more com- 
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pletely into contact with the walls of the heated cavity, 
may modify the effects of the spheroidal state. On the 
other hand, the experiments of Bontlgny and others, indi- 
cate, that the most sudden production possible of steam, would 
take place from the walls of a focal cavity, heated to about 
500° or 550°, which is but a few degrees below that, of the 
mean focal depth as ascertained, viz., 582° Fahr. 

We may now apply these deductions to some considera- 
tions as to the limits of dimension of the wave of shock and 
the work contained in it. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


OF THE AMPLITUDE OF THE WAVE AND THE WORK 
STOKED UP IN IT. 


Let E F (Fig. 352) be a section vertically, at the earth’s 
surface, o the mean focal point, at the depth od, measured 



upwards upon the seismic vertical o V, and dche the am- 
plitude of the wave, in its path of emergence at s, taken 
somewhere near oY. The wave is originated by the sudden 
compression, of the elastic materials forming the walls of the 
focal cavity. Admitting the temperature, as just obtained 
on the commonly-assumed hy|X)gcal increment, we have 
obtained a measure, of the pressure producing this com- 
pression ; and if we possessed the coefficient of compre&sion 
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for the material, we should be enabled, to calculate, the 
volume and amplitude of the wave, upon various hypo- 
theses which might be framed, as to the mode of its 
origination. For, supposing the compression to originate 
at a single point c, t/ic column of least resistance of the 
surrounding medium, is the vertical line od, and if the 
pressure upon the unit of surface, at the focal point, be 
unknown, its greatest limit for the production of a wave, 
is that, when the elasticity at the base, balances the whole 
weight of this column, for any increase of pressure beyond 
that, will lift it bodily. If the pressure at o, be known or 
assumed, then, if L = the unit of length, of a compressed 
prism of the material, I = the compression due to the 

pressure, on the length unit ; ^ measures the compressing 

force, and o t, is the total compression from o, of the entire 
column od, or I :ot : :h: od. 

And as the compression is supposed equal all round, from 
the initial point o — 

0-5236 X (2,0 tf = W, 

the whole compressed volume, which is equal to the volume 
of the wave at a given moment near the instant of starting. 

If we suppose the volume of the wave constant, up to the 
time it reaches the surface at d, or a point at some small dis- 
tance as s ; then, the volume of the spherical shell, whose 
exterior radius is o d, and interior o c, must equal that of 
the wave, or 

0-5230 X (2,0 dy- 0 5236 x (2,ocy = W, 

whence, c d = the wave amplitude on reaching tlte surface 
may be obtained ; or if this be observed, the depth of the 
focus ascertained by the methods we Imve employed, and 
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the coefficient of compression, be known, then the total com- 
pression may be obtained, and the temperature due to the pres- 
sure producing it. In this way, a new method would pre- 
sent itself, through the medium of seismology, for attempt- 
ing the ascertainment of temperatures, at depths that can never 
be reached eaperimentaUy . 

The vis vied of the wave, is constant throughout its transit, 
(assuming elasticity perfect,) and = | M a’ ; M being the 
mass of material, in any spherical couchc, or in simultaneous 
wave motion, and equal to twice the “ work done,” in com- 
pressing, the originating sphere of impulse, whose radius 
is 0 1. Hence, we can express, the work of the wave, in foot 
pounds, and, finally, transmuting tlw mechanical effort, by the 
aid of Joules' tluTinodynamic unit (/ = 772) into heat; tee 
can determine, the expenditure, of volcanic or hypogeal heat, 
necessary to the production of the earthquake ; or as there are 
11,000,000 foot pounds of absolute djmamic energy, in the 
combustion of a pound of coal, we can compare the value, 
of the “shock power,” in “chcval vapeurs,” or with any 
other measure of power, we please. 

Unfortunately, we arc as yet without some of the nume- 
rical data neccssar}’, to enable us to attempt putting such a 
calculation into form. 

The only experiments that have been made, upon the 
compressibility of limestone, arc those of Tredgold (‘ Phil. 
Mag.,’ vol. Ivi. p. 290), who deduced the coefficient, by 
the use of Dr. Young’s formulae, from cx[jerimcnts on 
flexure, and obtained, for primary limestone, the mo- 
dulus of elasticity = 2,520,000 lbs. for the base of an 
inch square. 

The compression due to each ton pressure upon a prism 
of a foot long = L, is, therefore = 0-000446 feet = I, a 
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coefficient, probably, somewhat too high for Apcnnine 
limestone. 

Adopting that coefficient, the compression due to the 
pressure, of the mean focal depth, and of the maximum 
depth would be, respectively — 

ComprcMioti 
Presiure. in feet = i. 

Mean f.d.= 0‘998 tons = 0‘000445 nearly. 

Max. f. d. = 4-580 „ = 0-00204 

The mean depth o <1, (Diagrams Nos. 1 and 2 emergences) 
is .35,000 feet in round numbers, and the radius of the 
sphere of initial comjiression o t, due to the pressure of 
maximum depth = 71’25 feet. This is for statical pressure, 
and as the extension or compression of any elastic body, to 
which a given force is suddenly and at once applied, is 
double that due to the same gradually and slowly laid on 
— so here, the range of compression, for the suddeidy- 
applied steam pressure, is double, ox ot = 142-5 feet, and 
the volume of the sphere of compression, = 0'523G x 285^, 
and equal to the volume of the wave, or to the spherical 
shell, whose outer radius is 35,000 feet, and its thickness 
dc, which is also equal to the amplitude of the wave. 

The actual thickness of the spherical shell, calculated on 
these data, and on the assumption that the compressing 
force, emanated from a physical point, at o, at the moment 
that the wave reached the surface at (/ ; is very small, being 
only = 0-000787, of a foot. 

If, however, u[X)n the same data, we calculate the am- 
plitude, on the assumption, that the impulse was conveyed, 
(Fig. 353) in directions from the plane of the fissure / /’, 
pcrjiendicular to it, compressing both surfaces in the di- 
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rcctions t and t\ the compressing force acting to its full 
extent at ot,o and becoming evanescent at / and /', the 



Fig. 353. 


extremities of the fissure ; and supposing, as already done, 
(Chap, y.), that the wave of shock, commenced being trans- 
mitted, when the lamellar area of the whole focal cavity, had 
attained half its dimensions ; then the amplitude of the wave 
at d, would be dc = 0'7G9 feet, assuming it the same in all 
directions round o, or about 9 inches. The actual dimensions 
of amplitude observed at PoUa, a place like s, near the 
seismic vertical o V, deduced from the widths of masonry 
fissures was 2‘5 inches, being less than the calculated 
result by 3 G times. It follows, therefore, either tliat 
Tredgold’s coefficient of compression, is too great, for the 
actual material compressed, at the focus of this earthquake, 
(as it most probably is,) or that the pressure was not that, 
due to the maximum depth, or was due to a smaller coefficient 
of hypogeal heat mcremeut. If we substitute for it the 
pressure due to the mean focal depth, we shall obtain a 
result, that does not differ very widely, from the observed 
amplitude at Polla, and will be still nearer, if we supimsc 
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the lamellar form of the focal cavity to be, not rectangular, 
but circular, or approaching a circle in outline. 

The.se last calculations must only be viewed, in the ex- 
isting state of our data, as mere illustrations of a method, 
that a more complete state of experimental knowledge, as 
to the compressibilities of various rocks, wet and dry, and 
at different temperatures — some being high — would enable 
us to make available. 

They are sufficient, however, as they stand, to one not un- 
important deduction. They disprove at once the assump- 
tion very commonly made, and constantly repeated without 
any attempt to apply measures in test of the validity of the 
doctrine, that earthquakes arc agents of direct permanent 
elevation of the surface of our globe, i.e., permanent, as 
contradistinguished from the transient and slight swell of 
the wave itself, at the moment of the transit of the shock. 
For it will be obvious that the amount of elevation possible 
from the greatest pressure we can assign, to the momentary 
force producing the impulse of the w'ave, is not capable, even 
right above the focus, of raising the level of the land, by a 
height, much more than instrumentally appreciable; and 
there is not the least evidence that any part of even this is 
permanent On the contrary, everything tends to the conclu- 
sion, that after the passage of the shock, the surface is left 
again directly, at precisely the same level that it had before. 
That earthquakes occur along with, and as part of a 
train of other circumstances, that do produce permanent 
elemtion occasionally, and that earthquakes are probalilv 
always the signals, that the forces producing elevation ar(> 
opcra'tive, is another matter, with which the erroneous, or 
loosely expressed view, should not be confounded. 

VOL. 11. V 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

OF THE VELOCITY OF TRANSIT OF THE WAVE. 


A VERY common error appears to prevail amongst writers 
on physical geology and seismologj', in either confounding 
the velocity of transit, i. e., the rate of surface propagation 
of the wave of shock, with that of the wave itself, i. e., the 
rate of dLsplacement and replacement of the particles being 
acted on by the wave, or in supposing them to be neces- 
sarily the same ; and a want of clearness on this point, has 
greatly retarded the progress of earthquake investigation. 
A similar mistake is even found in some treatises on phy- 
sical geology, in respect to the analogous case of aqueous 
waves of translation, in which it is assuiucd, that the 
enormous transit rate, of the tidal wave of translation upon 
the deep ocean, may be taken as the measure of its diluvial 
or drift-producing power. 

The ocean tide wave may travel across the deep Atlantic, 
at the rate of nearly 550 miles per hour, and on reaching 
soundings, be reduced at the lips of the Irish Channel, to 
200 or 175 miles per hour. In the Channel, a further 
reduction takes place, so that the observed rate of the tide 
stream is only 2, 3, or 4 miles per hour, and some corre- 
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spending decrease in the velocity of the wave jiarticle takes 
place. As the velocity is jiroportioiiatc to the amplitude 
of the wave, for a given depth, and the amplitude depends 
upon the depth, the analogy is with the wave of light, 
rather than with that of sound or shock. The similarity, 
however, is seen in the general equation of elastic w'ave 
motion. 

V = a cos (^~ (x — a t)j 


where a, the transit velocity, depends upon the clastic 
modulus, and may differ to any extent from v; being, in 
lact, connected only through cf*, the intensity. Geologists 
must not be surprised, therefore, at finding, (now that the 
velocity of transit and the velKity of the wave particle at 
its maximum have been both for the first time measured, 
and/or the same, shock,) that they differ enormously from 
each other ; that the velocity of transit is about half that 
of a cannon shot ; but that the velocity of the wave par- 
ticle (which does the mischief) is not as great as that with 
which a man reaches the ground when he jumps off a table ; 
and yet that this small velocity is competent to produce 
all the violent and formidable effects of earthquake, no 
longer admits of doubt. On the other hand, let anj’ one 
apply his common sense, to consider what should be the 
effect, if the velocity impressed on solid bodies by the wave, 
were that of its transit. Take, for instance, the balls of 
limestone of li foot diameter, projected from the Cam- 
panile of Padula monastery (Certosa). If, in place of with a 
velocity of 11 or 12 feet per second, they had been put in 
motion with one of 700 or 800 feet per second, which is equal 
to the velocity of a 13-inch .shell on leaving the mortar, in 
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place of falling on the pavement, 40 or 50 feet from where 
thej- stood, they would have flown through the air, a mile or 
two, and so of every other body. 

This point would scarcely seem to need prolonged remark, 
were it not that up to this time, it appears to have been almost 
universally misconceived; even Humboldt appears never 
to have formed in his mind any clear conception of the 
distinction, and Noggerath and Schmidt, in their excellent 
accounts of the Ehenish and Hungarian shocks, have appa- 
rently equally lost sight of it, as they busy themselves exclu- 
sively, with ascertaining exactly, the velocity of transit, and 
make even no allusion, to the proper velocity *>f the wave, 
which, for all purposes of seismodynamics, is the far more 
imjwrtant element to determine. 

Over the whole wide area of commotion examined, it has 
been seen, (Part II.) that I was able to obtain only six reliable 
records of the precise moment of the arrival of the shock, at 
the same number of localities, viz., at Najdes, Vietri di 
Potenza, Monte Peloso, (H’Errico’s station,) Atella, Barielle, 
and Melti. These six, however, afford tolerably accordant 
results, far more so than could have been expected from 
observations made in a country so backward as to know- 
ledge, and where the accurate public measurement of time — 
one of the surest indications of advancing ch’ilization — 
is absolutely unknown. The recorded times, and their 
reduction to Naples mean time, respectively, are given, for 
each of the above stations, in their proper places (Part II.). 
It is only necessary here, therefore, to compare them, with 
the distances from the seismic vertical, in order to obtain 
the transit velocities. 

Melfi, Vietri di Potenza, and the seismic vertical, close 
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to Caggiano (see Map A) are almost exactly in one right 
line. The moment of the occurrence of the first shook at 
Melfi was 10'' S'” 0''0 Naples mean time, and at Yietri, 
O'" SO”* lG'-2 Naples mean time. Melfi is 24-25 geogra- 
phical miles from the seismic vertical, and Yietri is two 
geographical miles from the same. The difference in time 
between Melfi and Yietri is therefore = 3°' 43“'8, or we 
may say S'" 44*, and the distance between them is 24-25 
geographical miles, which gives 9-2S seconds for the time 
of transit per geographical mile between them, and a transit 
velocity of C58-2 feet per second. 

Yietri di Potenza, being two geographical miles from the 
seismic vertical, the instant of the occurrence of the shock 
at that central point, must have been equal to the time at 
Yietri, less the transit time for the two miles, or, 

h. m. 8. 

9 59 16-20 Naples mean time at Yietri. 
Transit for 2 miles 0 0 18-46 

9 58 57-74 moment of the occurrence 
of the shock at seismic 
vertical (Caggiano). 

We may therefore take this as the starting-point for all 
the other determinations, and call it 9” 58'" 58* Naples 
mean time. 

The time of the shock at Naples, is given differently by 
two authorities, both worthy of attention. Signor Fiodo’s 
clock gave it 10" IS"* 26* 0 (tempo meridiano), that is the 
time as per observation of the sun’s crossing the meridian. 
The time, as published in the ‘ Giornale Reale, from the 
Osservatorio, and certified to by Professor Capocci, is 
10" lO"" 0‘-0 Naples mean solar time. 
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Wc must reduce the former to the latter. 
Sun’s right ascension when on the 


meridian at Naples, on the 16th 

h. 

m. 

». 

December, 1857 . . = 

17 

36 

4-45 

Time by Signor Fiodo’s clock = 

10 

13 

26-00 


27 

49 

30-45 

Sidereal time at mean noon on that 

date 

17 

40 

6-91 


10 

9 

23-54 

Acceleration = minus 

0 

1 

39-83 

Moment of shock at Naples, accord- 




ing to Signor Fiodo, in Naples 

mean solar time 

10 

7 

43-71 

Which we may call 

10 

7 

44 


The difference, therefore, between the times noted by 
him, and at the Observatory, is equal to 2” 1G“. The high 
probability is, therefore, that Signor Fiodo’s clock was 
stopped by the first tremulous movement, (having been 
specially prepared by him, that itshmld be readily stopped,) 
and that the clocks at the Observatory, were stopped by 
the second which occurred shortly after, with a little in- 
terval between, (see Guiscardi, Part II.,) these clocks 
having been arranged to go and not to be stopped by a shock. 

We may, however, take the transit time from both data — 

h. m. s. 

Time of shock at Naples (Fiodo’s) . 10 7 44 

Time at the seismic vertical . . 9 .')8 58 

Time of transit from the latter to 

Naples 0 8 46 
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The distance from the origin (seismic vertical) to Naples, 
allowing for the change of direction, by refraction, at the 
Monte St. Angelo range, (but without auy allowance for loss 
of time at the refracting point,) is 68 geograiAical miles, 
which gives 7'-735 for the transit rate per geographical 
mile, and a transit velocity = 781-5 feet per second. 

To this we must apply two corrections. 1st. For the 
loss of time at the refracting point, for which wc can 
only assume probable data, as we know nothing of the 
change of elasticity, of the limestone, nor of the refractr 
ing indices. If we assume a loss of time equivalent to 
the transit through the axial thickness of the chain, or 
2 geographical miles = 15’-47 in time for the retarda- 
tion at the refracting point; then the 68 miles, with a 
constant velocity, would have been run over, at a transit 
rate = 7‘-514 per geographical mile, or with a transit 
velocity = 808'5 feet per second. 

2nd. The wave emerged, after refraction from the lime- 
stone formations, to the south and S. E. of the St. Angelo 
range, into the shattered and discontinuous volcanic for- 
mation, of the Terra di Lavoro around Naples, and prin- 
cipally into heavy, soft, and very inelastic tufa, (the grand 
buffer that has saved Naples many a time, from destruction 
and not the “safety valve” of Vesuvius, as popularly 
imagined,) which has been ascertained to have a depth of 
more than 1500 feet beneath Naples, and is probably im- 
mensely deeper. 

The transit from St. Angelo to Naples, was therefore 
made at a much slower rate, than that from the (seismic 
vertical) origin, to the mountain range. We shall be pro- 
bably very nearly correct if we assume that the transit 
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from the origin to tlie mountain range beyond Salerno, 
(40 geographical miles to axis of chain,) was perlbrmcd 
at a mean rate, between those from the origin to Monte 
Pcloso, through the flat bedded formations, of the upper 
limestone and inurgie rocks; and from the origin to Atella, 
chiefly through hard, shattered Apennine limestone, and 
4 or 5 miles of volcanic rocks as hereafter to be stated, 
or 

Feet per SccwwJ. 

Monte Peloso, transit rate . . 989'4 

Atella „ . 759-3 

Mean rate . . . 874-3 

At this rate, the total time of transit, from the seismic 
vertical, to the axis of the chain at Salerno, 45 geographical 
miles, would require 313*; which leaves 213* (of the total 
time = 8” 4G*) for the transit of the remaining 23 miles 
through the tufa. And, again, deducting the 15‘-47 or IG* 
for the loss of time, at the point of refraction, we have 197' 
nett time, for the transit through the 23 miles of tufa, which 
gives a transit rate of 8*-6 per geographical mile, and a 
transit velocity = 70G-6 feet i)cr second in that formation, 
being less than that in the limestone, by 1G7-7 feet per 
second. There can be no doubt that a similar correction 
should be made, for the transit rates, given for Melfi, &c., 
from the fact that the last six or seven miles of the distance 
is also through volcanic rocks, though of much greater age, 
density, hardness, and continuity, at a considerably greater 
depth than those of the Vesuviau area. 

Proceeding now to try the transit rate, by the Naples 
Observatory time, we find 
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Moment of the shock at Naples as stated 
from the Osscrvatorio Reale . . 10 10 0 

Moment of shock at the seismic vertical . 9 58 58 

Difference . . . 0 11 2 

which, on the G8 mites’ total distance between them, gives 
9'-735 transit rate per geographical mile = 624 03 feet 
per second ; and applying the same correction as before, for 
refractive retardation, the transit rate becomes 9’-457 per 
geographical mile, and the velocity = 642'36 feet per 
second ; and assuming the difference of transit rate, between 
the limestone and tufa, to be as last obtained ; then the 
transit rate from this observation, in the limestone, would 
be C42'36 + 1G7'70 = 810'OG feet per second, or 64 feet 
per second below that of the preceding determination. 

I am therefoi'c disposed to believe, that the Observator}' 
clocks were stopped, by a movement shortly subsequent to 
that, which arrested Signor Fiodo’s ; and as we cannot know 
what the interval was, I reject the Observatory observa- 
tion, as probably the least correct, and adhere to Fiodo’s, as 
the best time measure we have, at Naples, and, per se, 
essentially a good one. 

Monte Peloso is 36 geographical miles from the seismic 
vertical. At D’Errico’s station, 

h. m. t. 

The moment of shock was in Naples 
mean time . . . . . 10 2 39 

The time of its occurrence at the 

seismic vertical . . . 9 58 58 

Difference = total time of transit 

over 36 geographical miles . . 0 3 41 
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which gives a transit rate of 6*14 per geographical mile, 
and a transit velocity = 989'4 feet per second. This is 
the highest velocity obtained, which is what should be 
expected, inasmuch as more than one-half of the entire 
distance, is through comparatively level liedded, and little 
shattered rocks, of elasticity, quite as high as the lime- 
stone. 

Atella is 21 geographical miles from the seismic ver- 
tical — 

The moment of occurrence of the 
shock as given by the old ca- 
thedral clock in Naples mean i,. m. «. 
time 10 1 54 

The time of its occurrence at the 
seismic vertical . . ■ . 9 58 58 

Difference = the total time of transit 
over 21 geographical miles . . 0 2 56 

which gives 8*-4 nearly for the transit rate per geographical 
mile, and a transit velocity = 723 2 feet per second. 

Barielle is 24‘5 geographical miles from the seismic 
vertical — 

The moment of occurrence of the 

shock there, was in Naples mean h. m. ^ 
time . ■ • • • . 10 2 15 

The time of its occurrence at the 
seismic vertical . . . . 9 58 58 

Difference = the total time of transit 

over 24*5 geographical miles . 0 3 17 

which gives 8 04* for the transit rate per geographica 
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mile, and a transit velocity = 755 6 feet per second ; differ- 
ing from the last by only 3 2 '4 feet per second. This 
strongly corroborates the exactness of both, as the two 
towns, Atella and Barielle, are both in the same right line 
with the origin, and only about 3 geographical miles apart, 
so that the wave-path for both, traversed the same for- 
mations. 

Collecting our results, we have the transit velocities 
respectively from the — 

Origin to Naples .... 808‘5 


>» 

Salerno (Monte St. Angelo) 

874-3 

99 

Monte Peloso . 

989-4 

♦ 9 

Melfi .... 

658-2 

M 

Barielle .... 

755-6 

99 

Atella .... 

723-2 

Vietri to Melfi .... 

658-2 

Salerno to Naples .... 

706-6 


and omitting the second, 658‘2 (Vietri to Melfi), which is 
from the same elements as the first, we obtain a general 
mean velocity of surface transit in all directions, of 
787'97 feet per second. 

Such a general mean, however, cannot exist in nature, as 
it must vary, in different directions round the seismic ver- 
tical, w'ith differences in continuity and elasticity, &c., of the 
formations. In fact, looking at the seismic map A, it may 
be said that, as in a map of marine cotidal lines, the tides 
are highest, where the cotidal lines arc seen to be most 
crowded, so, here, the transit velocity is seen to be greatest, 
in those directions in which the coseismal lines are spread 
out furthest, from the origin. 

Partial means having regard to the formation, therefore. 
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are much more important and true. These, so far as our 
results admit of them, are — 

Tnuihit Velocity 
in Feet per Second. 

Bariclle and Atella, moan transit rate, 
through highly inclined and shattered, 
but elastic limestone formation;?, chiefly 
with about three miles’ volcanic for- 
mations at the remote extremity . 73 9 '4 

Mclfi, same line, but about nine miles of 
volcanic formations, at the remote 

extremity 658’2 

Salenio, through about a mean of the 
mountainous districts as to formation ; 
upper and lower limestones, some 
highly inclined, others more flatly 
bedded, plain of four miles of deep 
clays, and calcareous districts at the 
remote extremity .... 874'3 

Naples, through the deep deposits of tufa, 
aud other volcanic products, of the 
Terra di Lavoro .... 70G G 

Monte Peloso, through about one-half the 
range, highly inclined and elastic but 
shattered rocks, chiefly the lower lime- 
stones. The remainder, through the 
less-inclined, flat-bedded tertiaries, of. 
the murgie, hard, and more continuous 
formation 989‘4 

The extremes arc, in round numbers, from 1000 feet per 
second, in the best transmitting, to 700-feet per .second, in 
the worst transmitting formations. 
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The whole of the results obtained, accord singularly well, 
with my own experimental determinations of wave-transit 
in granite and in sand, (‘ Report Brit. Assoc., 1851,’) which 
gave the transit rate in dense wet sand, = 825 feet per second, 
within a mile of the origin ; and also correspond remark- 
ably with the mean result, obtained with so much care and 
accuracy by Schmidt, for the Hungarian shock of 1858, viz., 
from 700 to 735 feet per second, (French feet) ; and also 
with the shock of 20th July, 1855, which gave a transit 
rate, of from live to seven geographical miles per minute. 
My highest transit velocity, however, is more than 300 feet 
per second, below that assigned by Noggerath, to the Rhenish 
earthquake of 29th July, 1846, viz., 1376 French feet 
per second, which is equal to my experimental deter- 
mination for granite ; a difference, however, that we might 
quite ex|ject, as a high veloeity is highly probable, in the 
hard, elastic, and comparatively unbroken rocks, of the 
Devonian and Trappean formations, about Coblentz. 
(Compare also with Table 8, of transit rates, ‘Report 
Brit. Assoc., 1851.’)* 

The velocities that have been here obtained, are those of 
the transit of the wave upon the surface. They are not the 
same, with the transit velocities in the direct wave-path 
through the solid materials beneath, from the mean focal 
point, to each respective station. These distances being 
greater, than those from the seismic vertical to each station 
upon the surface, in the proportion of 1 : cos e, and the time 


• Tlie results given as part of this Report, also now prove themselvea 
to correspond well, with those experimentally deduce<l as to transit time, 
in the rocks at Holyhead. These experiments weixi incomplete, at tho 
time of penning this Report, and the results had not been calculated 
and reduced.— (See * I’hil. Trans, fur 1861-62.*) — R. M., Juno, 1862^ 
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being constant, the velocities of transit in the tcaw-paths will 
be increased directly as those distances, viz., from the seis- 
mic vertical, to each station, and from mean focal point to 
same, neglecting the time between the focal point and 
surface, as common to all distances. 

The actual distances akmg the wave-paths, the mean focal 
depth being 5f geographical miles arc as follow ; 

Got^mphical milos. 


Mean focal point, to Monte Peloso . 38‘8 

„ „ Salerno . . 35-0 

„ „ Melfi . . 27-2 

„ „ Barlellc . . 24'9 

“ „ Atella . . 21-5 


from which the transit period (t) in the direct path of the 
wave, may be easily computed. 

The greatest velocity we obtained was that for Monte 
Peloso = 989’4 feet per second on the surface. The velocity 
for this range, in tlie direct path of the wave would be, 
therefore, 1038’5 feet per second ; and as the transit velocity 
for absolutely homogeneous rock of the character of Ajien- 
nlne limestones and murgies, deduced from the of the 
elastic modulus, cannot be taken lower than from 3500 
to 5000 feet per second (sec ‘ First Report on Earth- 
quakes, Brit. Assoc. Reports, 1850, sec. 23’), we find that 
fiom three-fourths to four-fifths of the full velocity of transit 
is absorbed or destroyed, by the continual loss of vis viva, 
due to the changes of molecular condition, and the discon- 
tinuity of the formations passed through.* 

• A still greater difTercncc, between the theoretic maximum and the 
actual transit velocity, due to absorption by heterogeneity, has since 
been experimentally proved by myself, in the old quartz and slate rocks 
of North Wales. (See ‘I’hil. Trans., I801CZ.’)— H. M. 


Digitized by Googlc 


CHAPTER XV. 


OF THE VELOCITY OF THE WAVE PARTICLE AT ITS 
MAXIMUM, L e. THE VELOCITY PROPER OF THE WAVE 
OP SHOCK. 


The power of the wave of shock, to produce overthrow, 
depends upon the intensity of the wave, that is, upon its 
amplitude, and upon the elasticity of the medium in its 
passing through, conjointly ; and as all free displaced bodies, 
must be displaced to the extent, due to the greatest velocity 
impressed, at the centre of gravity, the measure of such 
displacement is always that of the velocity of the wave 
particle, at its point of maximum. Our ascertained velo- 
cities, are therefore those of that maximum velocity, for 
each seiiarate station. 

We have had the following separate determinations, 
which form three groups : the first being cases, in which 
the conditions were such, that the true wave velocity was 
not materially increased, nor the result interfered with, by 
surface oscillations ; the second, where the velocity ascei^ 
tained, and being in excess of these, is matle up of the 
true wave velocity plus that of the elastic oscillation of 
the surface, at the displacing point ; whether of the whole 
“colline,” as at Sai>onai-a, or of any structure, such as a 


T 
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pier or tower ; and the third, where it is iwssible, but not 
necessaiy to conclude, that the determination is below the 
tenth, from some cause. 

Wave Velocities. 





Di«tanco 

Station. 

Velocitiea. 

Mctlioil 

of Detenuination. 

from 

Seismic 

Vertical. 


Feet per Second. 


IJi-Og. 

Milea 

I’oUa . . . 

i:^:«-|meauia.t76{ 

Overthrow and 1 
projection . | 

3-45 

Tadula . . . 

? » • • • 


Overthrow andl 
projection , | 

16-4,'. 

Cortosa di St. 1 
l^runo . . j 

11-540 

Projection . . 

16-50 

Molitcrno . . 

11-800 

Projection . . 

25 -50 

Vi»(!oliono,noarl 

11 040 

Overthrow . . 

26-00 

Saponara . ) 

Projection . . 

Tramutola . . 

14*765 

20-60 

I’otcnza . . . 

12-255 1 

Fracture and 1 
overtlirow . f 

15-00 

Monticcliio . . 

11-757 

Projection . . 

23 -.50 

nariolle . . . 

(’ertosa. Vase] 

11-564 

Overthrow . . 

24-50 

of Gate, of the 1 
rriorVGarden] 

21-230 

Projection . . 

16-60 

Saponara . . 

15-627 1 

Fracture and » 
overthrow . f 

25-00 

Sarconi , . , 

9-780 

Projection . . 

26-70 


The mean velocity given, by the lirst group of eleven 
separate and independent determinations, is 12-3CG feet jier 
second. It is a little doubtful, (Part II. in be.) whether 
the velocity at Tramutola, was not slightly increased, by 
some surface oscillation ; reasons of sufficient wciglit how- 
ever are assignable from conditions of formation alone for 
finding a high velocity at that place. 

If we omit Tramutola, and deduce a mean velocity from 
the remaining ten terms, we obtain 12‘0.'19 feet jx.t second ; 
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and if we retain botli Traimitola and Sarconi, we get 1 2'107 
for the mean velocity in feet per second. 

The first, taking all circumstances into account, is the 
most probable mean, and excepting the two doubtful terms, 
differs from the highest determination, by only 0*810 feet 
per second, and from the lowest by T32C feet per second. 

AVc shall refer to these differences again, under the next 
head, Chap. XVI. 

The velocity at Sarconi, may either be a really low one, 
arising from the peculiar circumstances of its position 
(Part II. in he.), or be defective in amount, as means did 
not exist for checking it, by a second determination at the 
same place. Eeviewing all the circumstancc.s, I am inclined 
to conclude that the velocity at Sarconi was really low% 
but that also, the determination is below tlu ’th by about 
one foot per second. 

The highest velocity of which any measurable evidence 
was found, was that of the projection of the vase from the 
pier of the Prior’s garden gate, at the Certosa. Of the 
total velocity here, at least 8 feet per second, is due to 
the elastic oscillation of the top of the pier itself. Dr. 
Young has shown (Matli. Prin. Nat. Phil. Art. 398) that 
the time of oscillation of such an elastic prism, wdll be that 


of a simple pendulum, whose length is. 


L = 


0-9707 
d,de ’ 


h being the height of the vibrating bar, d its thickness in 
the direction of vibration, and e the elastic modulus ex- 


pressed in feet ; from which the velocity may be calculated 
when the angle or arc of vibration is known. Unluckily, 
in this, as in most examples that actually occur in seismic 
observation, the excursion of the .summit of the pier is 


VOL. II. 
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partly due to elasticity, and partly to small mutual dis- 
placements, of the separate blocks of stone ; while in the 
case of an entire isolated steep hill, such as that of Saponara, 
the irregular form of the vibrating solid, which approaches 
nearest to that of a cone fixed at its base, as well as 
the imperfect homogeneity of its materials, and our igno- 
rance of their precise nature, or of whether any or what 
intestine movements occur at the instant of shock in the 
interior, defy our obtaining by calculation, the proper 
velocity of oscillation of the summit, due to the velocity 
impressed at the centre of gravity, as distinct from that 
of the shock by any other method than experiment. It 
will be evident to the mechanician, however, that the 
elevation, of such an oscillating body, as well as the other 
conditions ui>on which L depends, will much affect the 
combined result, of the proper wave velocity, and that of 
the oscillation. When L is very great, as it must be, when 
so great as that of a lofty “ collinc ” of limestone, some 
hundreds of feet in height, or where it is even that of 
a mere tower of moderate height, but whose modulus of 
elasticity, for the whole material, (i. e., the masonry, mortar, 
and stone, or brick, taken toge ther), is small, then the 
time of oscillation being long, and the velocity of the 
summit small therefore, in relation to the time of the 
wave ; the former may add but little to the total velocity 
deduced from the conjoint effect of both ; and, in fact, with 
a given seismic wave velocity, and given modulus of elas- 
ticity of the oscillating mass, a determinate height, and 
that a very small one in reality, will produce the maximum 
total velocity. 

If we took the true velocity of the seismic wave almie, at 
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Saponara, to be the same as that determined (from unex- 
ceptionable data) at Viscolionc, in the Plain, only a mile 
away, it would give the velocity of oscillation of the hill 
itself of Saponara 

= 15'627 — 1P042 = 3'587 feet per second; 
but Viscolione was on the deep clays of the Piano, Sapo- 
nara upon the bare limestone rock. The velocity of the 
wave of shock, therefore, should be taken, from the nearest 
station also on rock, which was Tramutola, and which would 
give the velocity of oscillation = 15'2G7 — 14‘765 = 0'862 
feet per second. Tramutola itself, however, as already 
stated, had possibly a small surface oscillation ; and if we 
suppose it to have been as much as the last deduced, at 
Saponara, the final seismic wave velocities will come out, for 
Tramutola 13 ‘9 03 feet per second, and for Saponara, the velo- 
city of oscillation of its “colline,” = l’724 feet per second. 

These low velocities of the wave of shock, now for the 
first time brought within the domain of figures, will, I 
doubt not, be received with much surprise by most phy- 
sical geologists. The impression has been universal, from 
which I was not myself exempt at the period of publica- 
tion of my first Report (‘Reports Brit. Assoc. 1850’), that 
the velocity of the wave itself, if not as great as its velocity 
of transit, was, at any rate, very great ; and no attempt 
had been made to correct this fancy, by appeal to obser- 
vation and to mechanics. It was with quite the same 
surprise, however, that the low velocity of transit, first 
indicated bj' my own experimental determinations by 
means of gunpowder explosions, was received by physicists, 
who, twelve yeare ago, imagined, (myself included,) that 
the transit rate must be found about that, which theory 

z 2 
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would iiidicjite from the elastic modulus, but from which it 
was found to fall short by 4 -ths or i^-ths. Subsequent de- 
terminations of the actual transit velocities in nature, by 
Niiirgerath, by Schmidt, and here by myself, have jiroved 
the correctness of those lirst cxiierimentally obtained, 
transit velocities, and sul>sefiuent rescandies will, 1 rest 
assured, equally conlirm the generally low velocity of 
cartlniuakc shock itself, now for the first time announced. 

It must not be understood, however, that the velocity of 
shock in all parts of the world, and from every earthquake, 
is limited to about 12 or 13 feet per .second. And hence an 
interc.sting question arises, of what is tJie greatettt jjo.mbk 
veluciti/ of shock that has ever occurred, or may occur. 

We have, curiously enough, one fact recorded on no less 
authority than that of Humboldt, which enables us to 
answer this in jmrt. 

In the great earthquake of Riobamba, 4th February, 
1797, “ The explosive movement,” he says (Humboldt, 
Yoy, tom. i. p. 317, and Co.smos), “ was such, as is produced 
by the firing of a mine, and the vertical action from below 
upwards, was most conspicuously displayed near the town 
of Riobamba, which was totally destroyed, when the bodies 
of many of the in/ialntants were thrown upon the hill of La 
Culla, which rises to the height of several hundred feet at 
the other side of the Licaii torrent.” The actual niiige of 
vertical projection of these bodies, has been estimated at 
100 feet. The velocity due to this height of projection is, 

2 ^ H =80 feet per second ; 

and this is probably the greatest velocity of shock recorded, 
or perhaps at present {xissiblc upon our earth ; it is nearly 
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iiis groat afl that with which the body of one who should 
leap from the top of the Duke of York’s column at Loudon, 
woidd strike the pavement ; and taking tlie greatest velocity 
tliat we have ascertained for this earthquake at 15 feet per 
second, this maximum velocity is = 5-33 times greater, 
than the velocity of our Ncajwlitau shock. 

Admitting, as we must, the identity of the originating 
cause, (whatever it be,) of the volcano and the earthquake, 
it should follow that the relative viteiisifies of eartlufuakes 
in different and wide-njMrt regions, must be jjrojwiiumate 
direetlg to the altitudes above the sea level of the volcanic 
vents adjacent to or situated in each respectively — to the 
altitudes, and not to the mass of the volcanic cones, because 
the volcanic effort of ejection producing these, is counter- 
balanced and therefore measured, Inj the height of the 
column of liquid lava, sustained in the volcsinic sliaft to 
overllow at its crater lips ; as the mercury of the barometer 
measures the atmospheric pressure, or a steam-boiler gauge, 
the pressure within it; and the projectile power for stones 
and lapilli, is subject to the same measure, lint the mass, 
or cube of the altitude, is the proper measure of the energg 
and time of its operation, at the spot, taken together, or of the 
antiquity of the volcano, for equal energy. 

The altitude of Vesuvius, which Lsthe “pressure gauge” 
for the Neapolitan earthquake region, has varied within a 
few hundred years, from 4000 feet, down to 3500, in round 
uumbei's. 

Now the wave velocity, as ascertained for this earthquake, 
should bear to the altitude of V'esuvius, the saim; relation 
that the velocity of the wave at Riobamba, did to the 
known altitudes, of the volcanic vents of the Andes. 
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But 5'33 X 4000 feet, is 21,320 feet, and Chimbora(;o is 
21,100 feet in height. Or, taking the lower heightof Vesu- 
vius, (and truer one, for the 400 or .500 feet next the sum- 
mit, is only a tottering and variable crest of dust, relatively 
to the remainder of the mass,) then 5-33 x 3500 = 18,555 
feet, which is the height, of a number of the next rank of 
Andean volcanoes. 


Antisana 

17,956 

Pichincha 

17,644 

Cotopaxi 

17,662 

Purace and Sotara nearly 

16,000 


and Pasto and Tunguragua from 13,000 to 1G,000 feet ; — 
an interesting result, viewed in whatever aspect. 

No direct connection holds, between the velocity of the 
wave of shock, and the average areas of sensmic convulsion, 
either at the same or in distant regions; for the area 
deiiends, not only upon the intensity of the wave, but upon 
the depth of the mean focal point, in each shock ; and this 
may, and no doubt does, vary much, for even the same region 
at different times. Hence we find one city only, like 
Cocpiimbo in 1820, or but a few clustered near each other, 
as in the Melfi shock of 1851, may be destroyed, with great 
violence, ». e., by a wave of high velocity, and yet the whole 
area of disturbance be very small. 

Were the depth of focus always the same, then the area 
of seismic disturbance, for like formations and configuration 
of surface, would be a measure proportionate to the total 
earthquake effort expended in each case, and would also be 
some function of the velocity of the wave. 

We may generally infer from this, that earthquakes like 
that of Lisbon, which have a very great area of sensible 
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disturbance, have also a very deep sei.tmal focus, and also 
that the greatest depth of seismal focus leithhi our planet, 
is probdily not greater, than that ascertained for this Nea/to- 
litan earthquake, multiplied by the ratio, that the velocity -of 
the Riobamha leave, bears, to that of its wave ; or, what is the 
same thing, by the ratio, of the ^altitudes, of the volcanoes 
of the Andos, to that of Yesuvius. 

Hence the greatest probable depth of origin of any earthquake 
imqndse occurring in our planet, is limited to 5,33 x 34,930 
feet, or to 18ti,17G feet, or 30'G4 geographical miles, and 
therefore oidy just touches the depth, whieh upon received 
notions as to the increment of liyiiogeal tem|)craturc, is sup- 
|)oscd to form the upper surface, of the imaginary ocean of 
liquid lava, of the earth’s interior. 

One other point remains to be noticed, as to the velocity 
of the wave : most of our velocities have been deduced 
from overthrowing, projections, or fraetures, produced by 
the wave in its first semphase, or forward movement ; a 
very few, from those of the second semiphase, or contrary' 
one. There is reason to conclude however, that the velocity 
is not precisely the same, in both semiphases, and is smallest 
in the second. That this arises from defect of perfect elasticity, 
in the media through which the wave passes, seems highly 
probable ; and this condition affords an additional ground 
of explanation, of the fact that in fissured buildings, (Part I. 
in loco,) those fissures are generally widest, that are first 
acted on by the wave. This inequality in velocity in the 
two semiphases, was first pointed out to me by my friend 
Professor Ilaughtou, as dedueible from the swing of the two 
chandeliers at Naples, to whom I submitted the facts I had 
obtained (Part II. in loco), in the hope that he might be 
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enabled to deduce from their movements, a measure of the 
am/iliftulf of the wave at Naples. In this a.spect, however, 
the problem (exactly stated) leads to a did'erential equation, 
which cannot be integrated, but in the investigation, the 
difference of velocity in the two semipha.ses was evolved. 

The velocity of the horizontal component, of the wave of 
shock, (which may be viewed as practically identical with 
the velocity of the wave, at Naples,) being known, the arc (f> 
through which a pendulum will be swung by a single undu- 
lation of shock, is given by the following expression, or <f> 
being given, V can be obtained. 

V ’ = 2ff I (1 — cos <f>) 

And if the time between the like points, in the two semi- 
phases, or time of the wave, be very small, compared with 
the time of vibration due to I, the length of the swinging 
pendulum, then this velocity will express the loss of velocity 
of the second semiphase as compared with the first one. 

Ap))lying this to the Naples chandeliers, we had one 4 feet 
5 inehes long, and having a certain time of oscillation by 
trial, (Part II.) from which, 

(pa 

/ ^ X — = 3'25 feet; 

. ^ 105 

then ^‘“'^= 1000’ 

and V = I'02 feet per second. 

In the other pendulum (Lardner’s chandelier), 8 feet 9 in. 
long, &c., we have, in the same way, 

I = C-987 feet. 



aud T = P57 feet per second. 
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The results are concordant as nearly as could be expected, 
from the ares of oscillation having been only repeated for 
iny observation by the tact of the two obscrvei's, and some 
weeks after the cartluiuake, and they show the small 
difference between the wave velocities in the first and 
second semiphase. 

If a succession of n waves act upon the pendulum, the 
time of each being small, as compared with that of o.scil- 
lation, and the arc of oscillation be due to the conjoint 
action of the whole, then the difference of velocity between 

the first and second semiphases will be — . Such was 

n 

the case at Naples ; seven or eight distinct waves, at equal 
and short intervals, constituted the first movement, acconling 
to Guiseardi, and the other most reliable observers. The 
mean value of V given by the two chandeliers is = 1‘295 
feet per second, and the dill'erencc of velocity therefore 

1-295 1-205 1-295 „ , 

= - or ^ , or -g — = 0-185 feet per second, for 

the first, and = 0-162 feet per second for the second, number 
of pulses. 

This result gives a difference of velocity, in the first and 
second semiphases, at most, of less than Jth of a foot per 
second ; so that the determinations we have made of wave 
velocity, are not materially affected, whether they be derived 
from projections or overthrows, &c. produced by the first 
semiphase, or by the second ; while on the other hand this 
small difference, in forward and backward velocity, is quite 
sufficient to account for the observed difference, in fissuring 
effect ujKm masonry, of the two semiphases, and so con- 
firms the explanation given of the fact, on other grounds, 
in Part I. 
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A horizontal velocity, as low as even three or four feet 
jX!r second, is suflicient to fracture some sorts of bad, ill- 
laid, and ill-ceuiented, masonry ; the above difference of velo- 
city in the two semiphases, would be iu such an instance, a 
considerable fraction of the entire fracturing vclocitj'. 

To those accustomed only, to estimate force and velocity, 
by experience and the senses, the low mean velocity 
assigned in these pages to the earthquake w'ave, w'ill pro- 
bably give rise to sensations, of surprise, or of doubt. It 
may enable the unmathematieal reader, therefore, better to 
estimate tactilely, the effects of a low velocity, to state, 
that the shock that such a velocity as that of this earth- 
quake wave wmuld communicate to him, if he were stand- 
ing upon a solid floor, and the wave-path were vertically 
upwards, wmuld feel the same, as if he had jumped down 
upon the floor from a height of 3i feet, alighting upon 
his heels and with his knees stiffened. 

Fifteen feet per second of velocity, is above 10 English 
miles per hour. Let him imagine to himself what effect 
would be produced, upon a wall of 1 or 2 feet thick, aud 
8 or 10 feet high, if built transversely across a railway 
truck, which, moving along at the rate of 10 miles per hour, 
was suddenly stopped, by a fixed obstacle ; such is quite 
analogous to the case of a like wall submitted to the shock 
of a normal wave of the earthquake of December, 1857. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

OF LOCAL DISTURBING CAUSES PRODUCINO ABRUPT 
PERTURBATIONS OF THE WAVE OF SHOCK. 


In tlie general equation of wave motion 

V = a cos {x — a t)^ 

the velocity of transit a, is constant for a given uniform 
medium, and the vis vivu of any particle A m, whose den- 
sity is given, is = i A m a’ (a’ being the intensity) for the 
whole undulation or complete phase, and is also constant. 

If the mass of the medium in wave motion, at any mo- 
ment of the transit, is always the same, the thickness of 
the successive spherical couches, between similar points of 
phase, must diminish as increases, r being the distance 
from the origin ; and the vis vivd can only remain constant, 
with a constant velocity in the direction of r, by supposing 
movement in the ordinates transverse to r, whose range 
increases as that in r diminishes, and the extinction of the 
wave in the direction of r, will continually tend towards 
X = 0. But the vis vivd may also be constant, and the extinc- 
tion of the wave be due to a continually-increasing ampli- 
tude, and decreasing wave velocity, as in the analogous case 
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of the widening and flattening of the annular wave ui'xui the 
surface of still water, as it is transmitted outwards from the 
point at the centre, whence the imimlse emanated. And in 
such case, the extinction of the wave must depend, uix)ii its 
velocity falling to the point at which, the molecular con- 
stitutiou of clastic solids is such, as to cease to transmit 
its movements, further, from particle to particle. Which of 
those views, or w'hcther either, expresses what actually 
occurs in nature, I believe phj'sicists have as yet not dc- 
termiued. Xor are the variables, of velocities and ampli- 
tudes, which I have been able to obtain in the ()reseut .case, 
capable of more than affording a general Indication on the 
subject. The velocities, indeed, have been fixed with a 
good deal of precision and certsiinty; but I have been 
unable to obtain, any better means of approximation to the 
ami)litude, at different points, than those afforded by the 
width, at the level of the centre of gravity, of fissures, 
fornie<l through and remaining in, great masses of very in- 
elastic masonry. The obtaining more precLsc rasults as 
to amplitude, remains for the reward of future seismic 
observers. 

On comparing the few cases in which, for the same 
locality, I was able to obtain, both velocity and amplitude, 
(the latter approximately,) and choosing such stations only, 
as arc situated nearly in one right line, [xissiug through the 
seismic vertical — i. e., having a nearly common wave-path, 
and therefore less exposed to local disturbing causes, (which 
change both velocity and amplitude often suddenly and 
without regard to distance from the origin) — comparing 
such, it will be found, that we have very probable indica- 
tions, of iuerreuM- of itiiijdihuU', an the di«t<mre from the .seiiviic 
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iviiiml increases, and also of reduciim of wave velority. 
Thus — 


Station. 

PoIIa. * 

1 

Sala,^ Cttrtosu. 

I 

Tramntfila. 

Sarcimi. 

Distance from the soisraic vcr-1 
tical, gcogi^Tpliical miles .) 

3-45 

11-60 

16-50 

20 -00 

26-70 

Amplitude, in inches . . . 

2-5 

3-5 j 

1 

4-0 

4-6 

4-75 


There is au obvious increase of amplitude, as some function 
of the distance directly, but in what precise ratio, it would 
be useless to inquire, from such mere approximations to 
accurate measures of the latter. 

Again, in the following table, there is apparent an 
equally distinct tendency to diminished velocity as the 
distance from the origin increases — 


Station. 

Pollft. 

Pmlula. 

1 

Cciiosa. MoUtomo. 

1 

ViiJcoUono. 

Sarcoui. 

Distance fnun the] 



1 



seismic vertical, V 
geog. miles . .) 

3-45 

iI6*45 

1 

16-50 25-50 1 

26-00 

26-70 

Wave velocity, feet ) 
per second . , f 

13-176| 

12-890 

1 

11-640 11-800 

11-040 

9-78 


Moliterno diverges a little from the law of continual 
decrease, and Tramutola and Paponara, had they been 
inserted, would have done so still more, but these both 
had special causes of increased velocity, as already re- 
corded. 

We shall find the same phenomenon presented, if we take 
another line of wave-path, for example, that nearly north 
from the seismic vertical, and east of it — 
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Station. 

Potenza. 

j Montiochio. 

Btiriille. 

Distance from the seismic vertical J 
gcogn\])hical miles . . . .f 

15-00 

1 

23*50 

24-60 

Wave velocity 

12-255 

11-757 

11-504 


At Naples, in the separate system of reflected and re- 
fracted waves, at fiS geographical miles from the seismic 
vertical, the amplitude was reduced, jjartlj' by distance, 
but also by lo.ss at the reflecting and refracting medium, to 
not more thau 0*5 inch, as derived from the sensations of 
the best observers questioned by me, while the immunity 
of the buildings generally from injury proves that the hori- 
zontal velocity of the wave there, certainly did not reach 
3 feet per second, nor probably greatly exceed the highest 
difference value of Y assignable by the swing of the chan- 
deliers. 


O 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

OF THE DECAY OP THE WAVE OP SHOCK AXD ITS 
GRADUAL OR PER SALTUM EXTINCTION. 


This will be most conveniently treated of under distinct 
subsections. In Chap. IV. the great and wide-spread con- 
ditions of surface configuration, as affecting the extent of 
diffusion of the wave of shock, and the forms of the isoseis- 
mals, have been already discussed. The present Chapter 
has reference to some of those conditions of like class, 
which modify seismic action at particular spots within those 
great areas, and determine, either reduced or increased 
earthquake energy, at those localities, or change the direc- 
tions of its action, and the extent of its propagation in 
different directions. 

1st. Local reduction in the intensity of the shock wave, 
amounting almost to sudden extinction, may be 
produced by deep and wide JUsures extendiuej 
transverse to the wave-path, and filled in with 
loose or discontinuous or soft materials. 

The nature of this action has been explained, as de- 
veloped upon its largest scale in Chap. IV., and in Part II. 
in loo., its effects, as remarkably exemplified at Muro and 
Bella, have lieen detailed. 

This retarding action is capable, of extremely local or 
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restricted action, as exemplified at St. Arsenio, St. Pietro, 
and Diano. Indeed, anything that tends to solution or di- 
minution, of continuity lictwccn a given extent of surface, 
and the media at the side whence the wave advances to it, 
acts pro tanto in this way. It must have been the observa- 
tion of this fact, upon its great scale, but without any clue 
to its rcal cause, that gave ri.se to the ancient belief, which 
still holds its ground in the minds of the Italians; that 
caverns or deep pits, wells, or even large vaults, or other 
hollow substructures, produce more or less immunity 
from earthquake. Thus Pliny mentions, that the Capitol 
of ancient Rome, was saved from the effects of earthquake, 
by the catacombs. 

2nd. Where there arc situated along the path of the 
wave, and transverse (more or less) to it, one 
or several elevations or ranges of mountains. 

At the pas.sage of each such elevation, a portion of the 
wave is extinguished, as rcsjiects its direct path, and places 
situated upmi the flanks of the slopes, remote from the seismic 
vertical, receive the effects of the shock with increased 
energy. Places in the plain beyond these, in the direction of 
the wave movement, receive its effects with reduced energy. 

Places upon the flanks of the slopes, nearest to the seismic 
vertical, receive the effects of the shock with reduced 
energy, and in wave-paths differing much, from the direct 
ones from the focus, and extremely variable in direction, 
at different near points of surface. 

Those in the plains between the elnntions jierceive the 
directions of shock most nearly in the original wave-paths, 
mixed with waves of aiiparently steeper emergence, the 
nearer they arc situated to the ba.scs of the flanks remote 
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from the focus. The energy, as evidenced by its effects 
in each succes.sivo valley jilain, further from the focus, is 
found abruptly reduced, the moment the intervening ridge 
has been passed ; and when there are many such alternations, 
the wave of shock becomes rapidly lost and extinguished, 
and this altogether ajiart from retardations or reductions, 
due to discontinuity of formation, or passage through trans- 
verse stratification. This will be easily understood from 
Fig. 354, where o is the mean focal point, o v the 



seismic vertical, P/j" the surface of the earth from 
which rise three mountain masses in the same right line 
with 0 , or three parallel mountain ranges. A, B, C. Of 
the whole wave P W D, transmitted, the shaded parts are 
(as respects direct transmission) extinguished at the suc- 
cessive elevations, a a' at A, bl>' at B, &c. The places 
situated upon the flanks a a', b U, &c., being free-lying sur- 
faces, are ex|>osed to exalted earthquake action. The places 
between a' and p, l>' and p', &c., suffer less as their dis- 
tances from 0 increase; but those on the plain dp" are 
abruptly less acted on than those on that h' p'-, and these, 
again, abruptly less than in a' p ; while the places in these 
VOE. II. 2 A 
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plain?, nearest to a', b', and e', arc exposed to dispersive 
waves, in new wave-paths, due to the breaking up of the 
direct wave at the flanks a a', bb‘, &e., and those close to 
and upon the other flanks r, r', r", are affected by the direct 
waves, and by transversals getting more and more nearly 
vertical, as the distance from o increases. 

Several other subordinate complex effects, of similar 
irregularities of surface will occur to the reader. 

These phenometia have found numerous examples in the 
present earthquake. To such actions, in part produced by 
the numerous, more or less parallel, chains of mounUiins, and 
variously transverse to the wave-paths, were due the alter- 
nations of energy, and abrupt reductions of effect, observ- 
able all through the districts to the N. W. of the focal 
centre. Nowhere were these more remarkable, than in the 
successive valleys between the branch ranges, running to- 
wards the south in a north and south direetion between 
Riciliano and Pagano, (Maps A and Ji) ; while to similar 
causes (united with effects due to formation) was due, the 
comparative immunity of tlie group of towns, between 
Brindisi, Tricarico, and Acetura, in the N. E. middle space, 
between the meizoseismal and first isoseismal curves. 

Laviano, Valva, and Oliveto afford examples, of the in- 
creased effects, on places situated on remote flanks, a a', b h\ 
&c. (Fig. 3.54) ; Picerno and Tito, of the disturbances of 
the wave-paths, by position on the near flanks, r r', Ac. ; 
while the abrupt loss of euergj% (beyond that due to in- 
ereased distance only,) is well exemplified in the dcstrac- 
tion of Tito at the near side, and the comparative safety 
of Potenza, (within five geographieal miles of it in a right 
line,) at the remote side of the great Apennine. 
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It would be tedious, however, to go again through many 
of the facts recorded in Part II., by pointing out their re- 
latioiLS in this respect. They will best be studied, the 
principles once understood being kept in view, and with 
the Maps A and B, aud Zannoni’s great map before the 
reader. 

3rd. Increment of effect, reduplication of shock, and 
change in the directions of wave-path are pro- 
duced, locally and abruptly, by dispersive and 
reflected waves, passed out, along with, or before, 
or after, the direct wave, from closely adjacent 
mountain flanks, not transverse, or but obliquely 
so, to the principal wave-path of the locality. 

Of this the most striking examples occur at Potenza, 
situated, as will be remarked, in a basin-like hollow, with 
mountain ranges, separated from it and from each other, 
inflected in various directions close round it. Besides the 
main shock of the direct wave in the {rath north, 87'30° E., 
it was shaken by suljordinatc shocks, reflected from the 
flanks of these surrounding mountains, in paths in every 
azimuth round the horizon. 

So also, the chain of cities extending from Melfi south 
to Atella, not only received the main shock in their re- 
spective wave-paths, but as will be seen marked (Map A) 
had various other wave-patlis in different azimutlis, yet all 
|K)inting out reflected waves, from the cast flank of that chain 
of the Apennines which branching out at St. Felc, ends in 
Monte A'ulture. Montemurro is another remarkable case, 
where, standing surrounded by a crescent of mountains to 
the north and west, it will be observed that, besides the 
main wave-path north 142° E., it is marked with several 

2 A 2 
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sulionlinate ones, all in directions normal to thcflw>kt of the 
hills around. Numerous other examples have been re- 
marked upon, in treating of the facts of the Yal di Diano 
in Part II. It is but just to myself that I should state, 
that when observing and recording those wave-paths in the 
countrj", I had not Zannoni’s map with me, nor any other 
that showed the directions of the mountain ranges with any 
correctness ; and that the beautiful inosculation of cause 
and effect, as to those perturbations, only showed itself fully, 
when I was subsequently able to lay down correctly the 
directions of the mountain ranges, along with the wave- 
paths. 

In the separate system of Naples, the effects of reflection 
and refraction are developed, on the grand scale already 
described. 'VVithin this area, although the general energy 
of the shock was so much diminished, examples of local 
mountain reflection are seen at both sides of the Monte 
St. Angelo range, and very curiously at Ottajano and 
Somma ; which places, besides the main wave, (after its two 
refractions at the above range,) in the nearly south to 
north new wave-path, sustained the subordinate shock, of 
reflected waves from the N.E. flank of Vesuvius, in a path 
north 67° E. 

Such a reflected shock may, by the accidents of surface 
configuration, in relation to the seismic vertical and to the 
place affected, reach the latter before, or after, or along 
with the main shock, and thus produce two closely-following 
successive shocks at one spot, differing in direction, though 
emanating from a single originating impulse, and perhaps 
only felt as a single shock, at another spot, a few miles 
away. 
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Of tliis, e.xamples were found in the Val di Diano and 
elsewhere, and are mentioned in loco. 

4th. I’laees situated along the line of mountain ranges, 
which are also in the line or nearly so of the 
wave-path, are more or less protected, when 
situated near sudden enlargements of the moun- 
tain mass, and the eontrary ; and places situated 
beyond the remote or free-lying end, of a moun- 
tain range which has gradually or abruptly di- 
miiiLshed to the plain, are severely handled. 

.lust as ill a line of ivory balls, the somewhat analogous 
illustration adduced by Humboldt, where the last (or free 
lying) ball, is eaused to fly oft’ from the others, by the 
stroke of the moving ball, given to the first, and trans- 
mitted through the other. If all the balls be of equal size, 
all will have equal range of motion, but if the last ball be 
a large one, in relation to the striking ball, itn range of 
motion will be smaller, and if a small one, larger; and this 
too whether the large or small ball, be at the remote ex- 
tremity, or be interposed in the range anywhere. 

Examples of this exalted effect are found, at Spinazzola and 
Canosa, which received the wave, transmitted from the free- 
lying northern and eastern extremity, of the great east and 
west Apcnninc, branching into furcations at Palazzo 
(Map A). Saponara, Padula, Lauria, Lagonegro, Sapri, 
with Ascoli in the extreme north, belong to the same 
category ; while examples of the reduction of effect, due to 
the sudden entrance of the wave to greatly increased masses, 
have been remarked and the action explained, (Part II.) at 
various points, but more particularly for the district, between 
Balvano and Haraggiano. 
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5th. It is poxsihk, as remarked by Humboldt, that inter- 
ference ma}% though very rarely act as a protecting 
condition, in diminishing the energy of shock at 
some local point ; but it is certain that places are 
frequently situated at iwlal points, where the si- 
multaneous arrival, of the main wave along with 
a subordinate one, increases the severity of 
injury, &c. 

It is barely within the limits of probability, that two 
shocks shall arrive at the one spot, with such coincidence in 
time, that the opposite semiphases of the two respective 
waves, shall partly or wholly' neutralize each other ; but it 
is a different affair, and of much simpler conditions, that 
two or more separate waves should simultaneously arrive at 
the one spot, i. e., should overtake or intersect at it. 

There is no doubt that this actually did occur at Montc- 
murro, at Marsico Nuovo, and at Vignola, where the condi- 
tions producing it will be evident, from Map A ; and most 
probably it took place also, to some extent, at Avigliano, and 
the cities of the Melfi group, and possibly also at Canosa, 

6th. The effects of formation, and of the change from 
one formation to another; of situation in deep clay 
plains, or those consisting of loose material, or on 
solid rock, in locally and suddenly modifying the 
energy of the shock, and its effects, on towns, 
&c., have been already made sufficiently clear, 
and the principles have been elucidated by 
several examples, in Part II. 

Much pains has been devoted by earthquake describers, 
(Hamilton, Dolomicu, Spallanzani, and others,) to the 
question whether towns situated upon the plain on loo.se 
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material, or those on the solid rocks on hill tops, suffered 
most; and their discussions evince much obscurity of 
thought, having no guiding principle. 

We have in this earthquake, towns such as Saponara 
and Viggiano, situated upon solid limestone totally pros- 
trated ; and we have others, such as Montemurro, to a 
great extent based upon loose clays, also totally levelled. 
We have examples of almost complete immunity, in places 
posited in plains of deep clays, as that of Viscolionc, and 
in places on solid limestone like Castclluccio, or perched on 
mountain tops like Petina. 

Were the whole of the facts of Part II. discussed with 
regard to this question, it would be found, that more places 
were destroyed upon the rock, than upon loose clay or other 
such foundations, and more upon hills than upon plains; 
liut this would not conduct us to the whole truth, because 
in all South Italj", there are a great many more places upon 
rock and upon hills, than upon clays and low plains. 

Whether it be rock or clay, has, in reality, but a secon- 
dary influence. The transit rate, and to a greater or less 
extent, the velocity and amplitude of the wave will be 
different ; the velocity greater and the amplitude less in 
the rock, and vice versa in the clays or gravels : but the 
great differences will be found to arise, not from any mole- 
cular properties in the substances, beneath the resjwctive 
places shaken, but to be caused by the elevation, contour, 
and form, &c., of the masses, upon which the places are 
built ; and upon their positions in relation to the physical 
features and deposition of the formations, intervening be- 
tween them and the focal point. 

If a town stand uj)on a lofty, isolated, rocky eminence, 
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the oscillatiou of the eminence, and the vibration of the 
wave, conspire to its overthrow. 

If it stand ui>on an eminence or table, of loose material, 
with steep scarps, its fate will be the same, with the added 
evil, of masses of the loose material being thrown and shed 
down as at Monteraurro along with the ruin of the place. 

Two towns may be closely' adjacent, the one on a lofty hill, 
the other low lying in the plain, at its foot, and either may 
be on the rock, or on the clays ; and yet, without a know- 
ledge of what country intervenes, between them and the 
focal centre, it shall be impossible to discover, to what 
causes the possible immunity of cither one or other, or 
the destruction of either, or destruction of both alike, shall 
have been due. The high and loftily situated place i.s, 
ccBteris paribus, likely to suffer most ; but the shape of the 
“ colliiie,” as at Castelluccio, may be such with reference to 
the wave-path, and to what lies between it and the focus, 
that it may escape ; and a place at its foot, like the Ta- 
bema D’Urma, be destroyed. 

In a word, the result of my survey, over a wide and 
varied expanse of earthquake country is, that the grand 
modifying conditions of local effect are found in — 

1st. Physical configuration of surface. 

2nd. Physical configuration of formation in dejith, 
such as transverse stratification, &c. 

3rd. Elevation, as influencing continuity or isolation 
from surrounding masses, and admitting or not, 
of separate mass oscillation. 

All these, in relation to the direction of wave-path, at the 
spot in question ; and subordinate to these — 
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4th. Nature of the material upon which the place 
stands, and of that, extending from it towards 
the focal point and in the opposite direction. 

All these, as to the Mtiial effects produced in any given 
instance, being modified by the character, of the build- 
ings, &c., of the place, and by tlicir structural capability of 
endurance. Future seismic surveys are therefore brought 
within limits of condition, greatly more simple, than when 
we imagined that the chief modifying conditions of the 
effects of the wave, would be found, in the intimate or 
molecular nature, of the rocky formations deep beneath 
the surface. These conditions arc now shown to be such, 
as admit of application and deduction, with equal facility 
and certainty, by the observer who having once under- 
stood their principles, will but keep his eyes open. 

In such surveys, nothing is so important as good maps, 
showing with accuracy, the physical configuratwn of the 
surface of the country. Contoured maps would be of ines- 
timable value, and for the consideration and discussion, of 
facts obtained in the field, clay models, even of a rude 
character, if made approximately to scale, would be found 
to guide the eye, and assist the mind to correct conclu- 
sions, upon the apparently complicated phenomena that are 
often presented to us. 

Geological maps, though highly desirable, are less in- 
dispensable; the earthquake observer in the field, can 
generally make out, m passant, enough of the geology to 
enable him to record his facts correctly, with reference to 
change of formation or Iwundary. 
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.SECONDARY EFFECTS PRODUCED J!Y THE PASSAGE OF THE 
SHOCK. 


These, as observed in the present earthquake, have l)cen 
of three classes — 1. Landslips and earth fissures ; 2. Rock 
fissures and shattering falls of rock; .3. Alterations of 
water courses, which arc only a consequence, of one or 
l)oth of the two former. 

Fissures were found formed in the earth, at Auletta, at 
Brienza, (where a fissure crossed the market-place at the top 
of the town,) at Carlotta DTsca, near Bella, at Campostrina 
Road, at Vietri di Potenza, at Ateua, and near Polla. In 
all these cases, the widths of the lips of the fissure at the 
surface was small, not exceeding a few inches, (unless when 
accompanied, as at Carlotta D’Isca, with active landslip,) 
and the depth was not traceable even when just after the 
fissure had been opened, beyond a very few feet. The 
directions of the lengths (which were often considerable) 
of the fissures, was always more or less transverse to the 
wave-path, but also always had reference to the .sIoihj of 
the rock, subjacent to the fissured earth ; the tendency 
being for the fissure to run along, more or less parallel to 
the strike, of the subjacent rock surface. So that, in 
general, the lengthway of the earth fissure, runs in a direc- 
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tion, which Ls always, intermediately transverse both to 
the wave-path and to the slope of the subjacent rock, and 
vcrj' commonly to the slope of the earth’s surface itself, 
which more or less corresponds to that of the rock be- 
neath. 

That side of the lips of the fissure, next the descent of 
the sloping surface is always found lower than tlie other 
as due to the original slope of surface. 

Upon level ground a fissure in the earth has not been 
found, unless the earth had one, unsupported or relatively 
unsupported, side, as on the Campostrina Road and near 
Polla. 

These combined facts, prove beyond question, that earth 
fissures are not produced by the direct action of the wave 
of shock, but that they are merely a secondary effect — 
cases of small and incipient landslips, produced by the 
shaking downwards of the mass, of earth reposing loosely 
ujKin the sloped surface of subjacent rock ; or comparatively 
unsustained in any way at one side, as at Campostrina, 
where, the earth of the roail, resting there upon a sloped 
surface too, was only upheld by a revetment wall. 

It is untrue to nature, to state that, “ the wavy nature of 
the shocks, occasions such a stretching of portions of the 
ground, as sometimes to split it asunder. Hence, amongst 
the consequences resulting from it, in the earth itself, 
fissures are the most frequent.” (Daubeny, ‘ V'olcanoes,’ 
p. 529, edit, of 1848.) No earthquake wave, with an am- 
plitude not exceeding 6 or 7 inches at the most, could, by 
possibility, produce any such stretching ; nor were this am- 
plitude increased, in the ratio that the intensity of South 
American earthquakes bears to that of this Nca|X)litan one. 
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or as 5'33 : 1, say up to 3 feet, (an amplitude not pro- 
bably reached by any earthquake that has ever occurred in 
historical time,) could it possibly produce earth fissures of 
even an inch wide by direct action, whether by stretching 
or otherwise. 

The well-known Jamaica earth fissures, that were said to 
have opened and closed with the wave, and bit /m>pk in 
tiro, must be regarded as audacious fables ; and having 
now examined a country precisely similar, in all important 
respects, with Calabria Ultra, I am satisfied, that lx)th the 
engravings and the descriptions given, in the Historical 
Account by the Neapolitan Academy of the Earthquake 
of 1783, of- the earth fissures therein produced, and de- 
signated constantly by the pompous term “ voragines,” arc 
gross exaggerations, (as are many other parts of that narra- 
tive in other respects) ; and that many of the instances that 
they adduce, as “voragines,” were really large landslips, 
the torn surfaces of whose planes of separation they thus 
name. 

What has thus been in the preceding pages adduced as 
to the amplitude and velocity, of the greaient p>mhk t<hock, 
points at once to the totally untenable nature, of the hy- 
potheses upon which Messrs. Rogers, have proposed to 
account for the production of the great successive and 
parallel undulations, presented by a section transverse to 
the ranges, of the Appalachian chains. 

Earth w'aves of such magnitude, or of anything at all 
like it, or resulting in such effects, are purely imaginary. 

There is nothing in the facts the Neapolitan Acade- 
micians record, of Jissure» radiating to or fromja centred 
point incapable of explanation upon the principles above 
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enunciated. If a conoidal mass, of subjacent rock, be 
covered with deep earth, which is shaken partially down 
and commences to slip, the slippa<jc will be in lines, radiat- 
ing: downwards the slopes, in all directions from the top, 
and the fissures must radiate from the top, like the rays of 
a star, being widest at the centre. Or, fissures with lips of 
unequal level, may form at different altitudes, in horizontal 
planes running round the sloping sides ; or both such sets 
of fissures, may intersect each other ; dependent upon the 
angle of slope of the rock, that of repose of the earth, its 
depth, and other circumstances ; but all the phenomena 
due to mere shaking down and slippage. 

Again, if from beneath one portion of a deep plain of 
earth or sand, the base of whatever sort, be lowered or 
partially removed, as when the roof of a limestone cavern 
(like that noticed at Campostrina) may fall in ; or when 
water maj' be partially withdrawn, from unequally dis- 
tributed quick.sand, beneath, &c. ; then, a shallow bowl-like 
hollow or depression will be produced, and Jlssun's radiating 
from the cenfre as before, and, as before also, crossed or 
not by others, tending to the form of concentric circles, may 
result. This last was just the case described in the Aca- 
demy Report of the plain of Calabria, about Jerocarne 
and Rosarno, &e. 

The vulgar mind, filled from infancy with superstitions 
of terror as to “ the things under the earth,” is seized at 
once by the notion of these fissures of profound and fathom- 
less depth, with “ fire and vapour of smoke ” issuing from 
within their murk\* aliysscs, but they should cease to 
belong to science. 

Of actual latuhlipn we had examples, at Carlotta DTsca, 
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and, far more strikingly, in the bed of the Agri, in the plain 
of Viggiano, where tlie great extent of land, shaken and 
slipped down, into the bed of that torrential river, w'ell 
illustrates the large scale upon which, these secondary cfTcets 
may alter and modify, the local features of an earthquake 
country. 

It is to be borne in mind, however, that the magnitude 
and the superficial extent of such effects, depend but 
very subordinately, upon the power, or energy of the earth- 
quake, and are mainly dependent upon the conditions of 
unstable equilibrium presented by great masses of loose 
material through the configuration of the country. If there 
be plenty of huge river and other banks, formed of steep 
masses of clays, &c. ; or of great masses of rock, resting 
upon wet and unctuous beds of shale, or of clays, or such- 
like, a very moderate shock, may cause prodigious alteration 
of surface in this way. Thus it was that the quaj^ of Lisbon 
slipped with its supporting bank of blue clay, into deep 
ivater. 

How small a shock, would have been suCStient to have 
determined the fall of the Rosberg, long before by gravity 
only, it took place, or would have anticipated and extended, 
tlie great landslip at Lyme Regis, as described by Mr. 
Roberts — how small a vibration would be sufficient, to 
cau.se vast masses, of the southern side of the Isle of Wight, 
to launch into the English Channel, or to fissure the steep 
slopes of the Hampstead and Ilighgate hills near Loudon. 

Direct jvmiring of rock by the transit of the wave of 
shock, is more a physical possibility, than that of earth, yet 
it remains doubtful if such has ever taken place. 

At Arena Bianca, I have recorded the particulars of 
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fractures or fissures, fresh formed, directly through hard 
rock, t)ut they were mt dm to either bending or stretching 
of the strata by the roll of the leave itself in transit ; they 
were still mere secondary effects, due to the push at the 
instant, produced by the wave at the free-lying surface 
of the hill side, acting upon the enormoas mass of clays and 
shales, &c., behind. The rock there was rent, just as the 
wall of a water reservoir above ground, might be rent or 
broken transversely by the pressure from within. 

Falls of rock were observed, and upon a very great 
scale, at Campostrina, Yallone del Raccio, Padula Valley, 
La Scorza, La Sala, Arena Bianca, and Monticchio, and 
were recorded in the ‘ Giornale Reale ’ as having taken place 
also at Yesalo, near Laurino, and at Pictra Pertosa. 
These were all, instances of transverse fracture and 
separation, at rock Joints already existing, and due to 
inertia. 

The occurrence of rock falls, and the scale upon which they 
are presented, depends more upon the energy of the earth- 
quake, than in the ca.scs of earthslips, but this is also, to a 
great degree, determined by the physical features of the 
country. If the rock be, ill-coherent, shattery material, like 
the cretaceous limestones of the Apennines, larger and 
more numerous dislodgments will occur, than in a country 
formed all of bare, rigid, crystalline rocks, and whose 
surface has been perhaps swept clean, by denudation, from 
all loose material, upon the elevated points ; so also if it be 
one of steep hillsides, and deep valleys, with slopes often 
encumbered with boulders, &c., as in the Apennines, great 
and freejuent dislodgments will be found. More numerous 
falls will hike place from rock masses, whose bedding is 
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highly iaclincd, than from those whose stratification is more 
nearly or quite level, and the volume generally will be 
greater of the mass that shall be capable of dislodgment at 
once. Again, whether, like the Ilosbcrg, it shall slip and 
launch en mame ujx)n a greasy bed, or fall a dislocated 
chaos, like the great fall of rock at Pliirs, (Lyell, ‘ Geol.,’ 
p. 704,) will much depend upon the direction of the planes 
of stratification at the place, with regard to the line of 
the wave-path. 

The only instance of a fall of rock observed by me, in 
which there was actual fracture, through any considerable 
thickness, of previously sound and unbroken rock, was in 
the “ aiguille,” at the valley to the rear of Padula, where 
it was broken (like a wall at its base) by transverse 
action. 

This class of secondary effect, is therefore capable of 
producing its largest developments, in either of two modes. 
A shock, itself perhaps very moderate, may indme mot'um 
in a huge mass, which, like the Rosberg, may slide almost 
as one immense block, and considerable lateral transfer of 
material, be thus produced withotU great change of elevation, 
or with it. And if the slipj)cd mass, be of clay, &c., bj^ 
resolution of intestine forces, the pressures at the toe of the 
talus, may produce elevations in jMvrts of the mass, or in 
other masses of clay, i. e., such phenomena as those recorded 
by Dolomicu having occurred at Terra Nuova, and Cosso- 
lito, &c., in Calabria in 1783. 

Or, a shock perhaps cquall}' moderate, passing through an 
extremely elevated and steep country, of lofty peaks and 
deep gorges, whose higher regions are bare surfaces of 
shattcrj’ rock, may hriny down hy the shake, millions of 
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soparate fragments, great and small, whieh shall roll and 
bound down the steeps, and shatter in repose in the lower 
valleys thousands of feet below their former positions. 
Hooker’s admirable description of the earthquake he 
exfwrienced in the Sikh Himalaya, is the best instance on 
record of the latter. 

The alterations of w'ater courses, of which such exag- 
gerated notions have been rendered current, by the account 
of the Calabrian shock of 1783, given by the Neapolitan 
Academy, reduce themselves, in reality, to the consequences 
of such slipped masses of earth, or fallen heaps of shattered 
rock, when precipitated into the beds of running waters. 

Thus the masses of rock precipitated at the gorge of 
Camimstrina into the bed of the Tanagro, at first almost 
completely dammed across its channel ; its waters were 
ponded above the dam, and judging from the masses, in 
the state in which they were when I examined them 
some six weeks afterwards, the waters may have reached, 
]>erhaps, at some one time, 12 or 15 feet in depth above 
the dam. The latter was nowhere water-tight, and great 
leakage took place through the rocky fragments at the 
coarser side, nearest the toe. Partial debacles, also, turned 
over and gradually removed, more and more of the intruded 
masses, and after a very moderate time — less than a mouth 
— the regimen of the river for ordinary discharge, was re- 
established, though with a certain amount of change of 
form of channel at the |Toint. The first great flood would 
further enlarge this, and soon no trace of change be left. 

The turbid discolouration of the waters of the same 
river issuing from St. Michael’s Cave at Pertosa, is a 
matter quite as simple. The water of the river entering 
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the suliterrancaii conduit at Polla is in its usual state 
turbid ; and it issues clear or much clearer at the other 
end. Great enlargements of the tube by caverns, &c., 
exist therefore, along its length, in which there is Imt 
a very feeble vclocitj’; and in this slack water the line 
mud of turbidity is deposited, and .so the waters pass on 
clear. The dislodgmcnt of a few masses of stone from 
the roof or sides of one of these cavernous “settling 
basins,” or the under-water slippage, of one of the soft 
incoherent iK'ds, of chalky mud in the bottom, would 
be sufficient to produce turbidity of the issuing water 
for a long time afterwards, the length of time being 
greater, as the cubic capacity of the “ settling basin ” was 
larger, in proportion to that of the tubular duct leading 
the water from it. This was also the entire mystery of 
the discolouration of the springs issuing at La Sala, at 
Atena, and at Marsico Nuovo. The muddy ings alleged 
to have been obseired in .some earthepiakes, (nothing of 
the sort was stated to me as respects the present one,) of 
the water of common draw-wells (dug in the ground) j>re- 
cedent to and fovei'unning the .shock, are, I believe, meie 
superstitions, but, at any rate, require further investigation 
as to the actual fact. 

In the ease of the great earthslip, into the bed of the 
Agri, in the Valley of Yiggiauo, its circumstances, and the 
mode and rapid progress, of its removal in mud, have been 
stated in Part II. Its toe, and the mass behind, were not 
so circumstanced, as to produce upon the occurrence of its 
descent, an effective dam acro.ss the whole river bed to any 
considerable depth ; but had the mere accidents, of the 
height of the slipped mass at the [mint, the total volume 
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ilisplacerl, the direction of its lateral movement, and the 
width of the original river course between its steep clay 
hanks, been a little different, a nearly staunch dam would 
have been at once formed, and the jwuded back river would 
have begun to form a temporary lake. In fact, at hundreds 
of places, as well as at this one, along some 10 or 15 miles 
of the river thereabouts, the occmTeuce of just such a land- 
slip, and of one not much bigger in volume, might have 
produced a temporary lake of many thousands of acres in 
water surface, but in almost every case, (probably not one 
case in a thousiind to the coiitraiy,) the lake coxdd, by no 
jwssibility, luive Item mure than temporary. 

As soon as the accumulated waters reach the top of the 
lowest point of the dam, they begin to cut it through ; their 
action upon loose and ill-compacted earth and stones is 
rapid, and increasingly so, as the waters enlarge their own 
channel of overflow, partial slippages from its sides soon 
occur, snccccdcd by partial debacles, and rapid sweeping 
down of more of the obstruction ; and, at last, nought 
remains of it but a low, flat, curved-surfaced mud bank or 
bar, a few inches, perhaps only, above the level of the 
original stony river bed, and a few hundred feet lower 
down the stream than where the dam was originally 
launched into it. Even this mud bank is, in the end, 
bit by bit carried down to the sea. 

The water, while pondtHl to its full depth, may have 
sappcil the bases and flanks of the temporarily submerged 
clay banks, at l)oth sides the river course, and partial slip- 
pages will then have taken place from them, to be in like 
manner gradually removed. And thus this secondary cfTect 
of earthquake, which looks to the eye so formidable, when 
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the new-born lake of thick turbid water, is first seen cover- 
ing river and field, wood and crops, homestead, bridge, and 
church, rushing over its obstructing dam, and sweeping it 
away, perhaps rolling over it, the bodies of drowned cattle, 
or even of men, with all sorts of floating wreck ; is nothing 
more, than may occur any day in a similar locality, without 
any earthquake, nor anything more enduring in its effects, or 
more capable of jiermancntly changing the face of the country 
than the accidents of the first great flood in the river. 

The only case in which the lake, can possibly become a 
jicrmanent one, is when two conditions unite, both rare and 
improbable — 

1st. The dam must, by accident, precipitate itself so, as 
to he absolutely water-tight from the first moment, for other- 
wise its final destruction is only a question of time. 

2nd. The ordinary and extraordinary' discharge of the 
river, must owing to accidental configuration of surface, of 
the country at cither one or both sides of the river course, 
abreast of the dam, find a new and permanent channel of 
overjhw for the ponded watcre, at the level of the per- 
manent surface of the new-made lake, so that all water shall 
be diverted permanently from falling over the face of the dam. 

With both these conditions, it is just possible, though 
still highly improbable, that the suddenly-formed dam may' 
stand long enough, to get finally consolidated, and become 
a iwrinanent water-tight construction of Nature’s hand. 

Such {wssibly may have been the case with the lakes 
said to have been formed in Calabria and elsewhere, (but 
not noticed by or known to the describei-s) ; it is, however, 
much more probable that were examination now made at 
the sites in CalaViria where those lakes are stated to have 
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been formed, all of them would be found to have disap- 
peared long ago. 

As the seismic vertical in this earthquake was situated 
upon land, and not out at sea, no great sea-tcave or other 
noticeable disturbance of the sea could have been produced, 
and no rumour or account of anything of the sort, could be 
obtained as the result of my inquiries. 

I have already fully discus.sed the facts as to any per- 
manent elevation of the laiul, and shown that they are e<iually 
luyaiive. 
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Under this head the superstitious of the ignoraiit, and the 
ignorance of the learned, leave more to be yet investigated 
than under any other, although it is one probably of very sub- 
ordinate importance as respects future scientific “fruit.” 
The only facts worthy of notice, that I was able to obtain, 
are those recorded of the unusual and diffused light, said to 
have struck the attention of many, both ignorant and 
lettered persons, in the region close about the seismic ver- 
tical, and for a radius of from five to eight miles round it. 
I can add nothing to this here, but the observation, that it 
remains for future discovery whether this may not have 
been some sort of earth light, as Humboldt expresses it, 
connected with developed electrical tension, produced by 
the tremendous pressures, amountmg to thou.sands of mil- 
lions of tons, then rapidly accumulating or suddenly acting 
on square miles of rock beneath. 

The wind was calm, and the stars were not obscured at 
the moment of shock, and hence not for some time before 
or after it, as observed by Signor D’Errico. This c“alm 
and serenity, appear to have extended over the whole 
area shaken ; it was the same at Naples. The oppressive 
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Battista has repeated the observation, made often before, 
that hogs showed syniptoiiis of uneasiness previous to the 
shock. All domestic, and many wild animals, evinced the 
alarmed condition that has been so often recorded. 1 could 
not find that any dead birds, shaken to the ground while 
sleeping on their roosts, had been remarked. I did not, 
however, press manj’’ inquiries under this head, having 
more than enough of far more important matter on hand. 

The only alleged case of nausea felt by human beings at 
the moment of the shock was that mentioned at Naples, 
and it appeared to me to have been due to neiTous excite- 
ment and alarm. 

Under this head it may be of some geological interest to 
notice, that rats and rabbits, though burrowing animals, 
were killed and entombed by some of the landslips, gripped 
obviously by the suddenly moved soil before they could 
escape, and so suffocated. Snakes and torpid lizards were 
also killed by rock dislocations, facts which rather tend to 
indicate that these animals at least had no premonitions of 
the coming shock. The isolated occurrence of their organic 
remains in earthy limestone rock, without any obvious 
cause of entombment, at some remote future, presents 
matter for curious consideration. 
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OK THE RELATIONS OK THE SEISMIC KOCI OK THE ITALIAN 
PENINSl'LA, AND THE GENERAL RELATIONS OK THE 
SEISMIC BANDS OP THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN. 


Humboldt has remarked, of tlie Mexican and South ’ 

American earthquakes, as well as of those of the United 
States, that in the course of time, they seem to change their 
centres of effort, as evidenced by the boundaries of dis- . ■. 

turbance becoming enlargctl in one direction and retracted | 

in the opposite. Such is also the fact in the Italian peniu- I 

sula. If the Map C be examuied, and if the British 
Association Eartliquake Catalogue, or, still better, Perrey's ! 

Monograph Catalogue of the Italian Earthquakes, be col- . I 

lated, it will be found that the locus of their numerous focal | 

centres follows (jenerally the lines of the yreat ridges of the Apen- 
nines, but the distribution is not uniform. From the toe of 
Calabria, northward, to the extremity of Gargano, the line 
of foci is nowhere quite interrupted, along the north and 
south Apenniue, but the seismic centres cluster thickest, ] 

round that of the great shock of 1783, (between th^ulfs I 

of St. Euphemia and Squillace) ; again, between Lagouegro 
and Melfi ; and at the northern end between Foggia and the 
jioint of Gargano. 

This locus line of foci bifurcates, or ratlier is crossed. 
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sense of heat at the moment, so pointedly referred to by 
Signor D’Errico, does not seem to have been felt elsewhere, 
so far as my inquiries enable me to judge. 

Sueh o[)i)ressive glows have often preluded tornadoes, 
as in the great cyclone of the British Isles of 1839, when 
it wiis felt strongly in the east of Ireland ; in this case, 
there is a traceable connection with the main disturbance ; 
it is difReult to see any as direct with earthquake ; but if 
intense local subterraneous prcs.sure can disturb electrical 
equilibrium and produce mrth Ught, it is not improbable that 
it may also and more directly produce earth heat. 

The tables of the ileteorological Marine Observatory at 
Naples, which I have given. Part II., prove, that there was 
disturbance in the amount of rain for a period of several 
moutlis anterior, as compared with former years ; but there 
was no particular disturbance of rain, of the barometer, or 
of the magnetometer at the moment, or ratlier at the times 
of observation, on the same day. If there really was an 
emanation of earth light, from about the focal region at the 
time of the shock, analogy with the auroia might induce us 
to presume that there would also bo some disturbance of 
the magnetometer; such disturbance might not, however, 
be suIBcient to have been observable at Naples, in any 
case, as that city is at lesLst sixty miles from the circum- 
ference of the region within which the earth light was said 
to have been developed. 

Humboldt found that the magnetic needle was not dis- 
turbed in anj' South American shock in which he attended 
to it. Ilis instruments, however, were not of the delicacy 
since employed; and it does not follow that, liecause the 
results were negative at his stations, disturbance might not 
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by that of the east and west Apcnnine from Naples and 
south of it, to Spinazzola on the east, in which the cluster- 
ing of the focal points again is at Mclli,_and about Vesuvius 
and Naples. 

The locus line of foci then follows N.W. from about 
Mclfi, through the line of the Great Majella of the central 
Apenuiue, by Campobasso and Sulmone; delivering its 
greater energies towards the Adriatic, at which side of the 
central ridge therefore the focal cavities must be situated. 
About the Lago F'ucino there is almost a gap ; a considerable 
space here, right across the peninsula, from the Pontine 
Marshes to Giulia Nuova and Atri, on the Adriatic, being 
almost free from shocks, originating within it. Northward of 
this, the locus line of foci divides, one following the eastern, 
the other the western, great and approximately pai-allel 
ridges, of the Apcnnine. The eastern line includes the band 
of never-ending shocks, centred along the line, passing 
through Aquilla, Montcreale, Norcia, (of the latest of whose 
earth(juakes, August 1859, Padre Sccchi, ofRome, has given 
so interesting an account,) and Asisi. The western line, is 
that of the Alban Hills, Rome, Viterbo, and to Orvietoand 
the Lago Bolsena. Then there comes another breach of 
continuity, and a wide district about the Lago di Perugia, 
is almost exempt from shocks originating within it. Still 
northward of this, the Tuscan earthquake regions, follow 
gencrallj’ the line of the western ridge of the A|)cnnitie ; and 
the eastern line of foci, by Urbiuo, Rimini, and Ravenna, 
that of the mountains inland and more or less parallel with 
these, runs northward, and with several diminutions of in- 
tensity as to focal distribution, connects wdth the seismic 
system of the Rhetiau Alps, and of Hungary. 
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Generally, therefore, the seismic foci, or tlu- bands of 
earthquake disturbame in the Italian peninsula follow the lines 
of the great mountain ranges, aiul accord fully with that 
great fact, first, I Iwlievc, announced in my Report (‘ Re- 
ix)rts Brit. Assoc, of 1858,’) and following from the discus- 
sion of the earthquake map of the world there produced, as 
being the law of earthquake distribution over the whole sur- 
face of our globe. If we extend the sun cy wider, as in 
Map D, to the whole Mediterranean basin, we shall find tlie 
southern Italian seismic band, extending westward through 
Sicily, embracing Malta and Pantcllaria ; and those subma- 
rine seismic regions off the south coast of Sicily, in which, in 
1845, the ship ‘ Victory,’ in lat. :i(>° 40' 56" long. 13° 44' 36" 
received a shock from beneath ; and running through Gigilli 
and Algiers, along the Atlas ranges, and (inally con- 
necting, with various alternations of intensity, witli tlie 
Azores. The band that stretches across Italy to Gargano, 
crosses the Adriatic, and at Ragusa, (that notorious .seismic 
jilaee,) inosculates with the band that comes down from 
Hungary, through the mountain ranges of Illyria and 
Dalmatia ; aud which, bifurcating near Ragu.sti, follows the 
Bidkan chain to Constantinople and the western shore of the 
Euxiue ; and in its southern branch piissing down through 
Albania, the Ionian Islands, and the Morea, spreads out, 
and embraces all the volcanic insular mountain tops of the 
Greek islands. It again bifurcates at Smyrna, (another 
notorious seismic spot,) one branch (the northern) passing 
through the mountains of Anatolia, and by Broussa, so sadly 
and recently known in earthquake story, aud on to Sinope, 
on the south shore of the Euxine, and thence into the southern 
Caucasus. The .southern branch again, passing over llhodes, 
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and embracing by its fringe Candia, and the whole southern 
coast of Asia Minor, extends over Cj'pms, and joins into 
the great Syrian earthquake region. The same jtrinciple 
guides this linear distribution throughout ; it follows, with 
variable intensity, the great lines of elevation. 

Returning, however, nearer to our own district. Koch 
focal centre, moves in time along the locus line, so that its 
greatest (mergy is not recurrent at the very same spot, or not 
until after a long period. In the last century, the centre 
of seismic intensity, for that part of the band to which our 
earthquake belongs, was situated midway between the Gulfs 
of St. Euphemia and Squillacc, in Calabria: it has continued 
since to move to the northw'ard, and its present centre, is 
somewhere between the Melfi focus, and that of the earth- 
quake of December, 1857, in fact, somewhere beneath, or 
north or south of, the great mountain knot of Muro and 
Bella, (sec Maps A and B,) where the north and south, and 
the east and west Apennine ridges, cross each other. 

This slow secular movement of the centre of temporary 
intensit}', along the line of locus, has been noticed by most 
of the Italian authors, (Grimaldi, Battista, and others,) who 
have treated of the earthquakes of the south of the 
peninsula. 

During the same intenml, to the westward of the Straits 
of Messina, the centre of temporary intensity, appears to 
have been moving westward, and seems to be at present 
nearer to the Palermo end of the island, than to ilcssina. 

These facts distinctly point towards some great conclu- 
sions. They indicate that the same forces, whatever they 
may be, that develop themselves, as volcanic vents, and 
as earthquakes, arc operative everywhere along the lines 
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of tlio seismic bunds ; that is to say, along the axial lines 
of nearly all the great monntain ranges u|X)n our globe. 

lint that the intensity of these forces is greater by much, 
at some jwints along these axial lines, than at others ; that 
the intensity remains constant nowhere, but shows itself 
paramount at certain points, for immense periods of historic 
time ; that it w'anes, and again waxes powerful, at the same 
point, (Vesuvius in volciinoes, Antioch in earthquakes, for 
example, both long in repose, again long in intense action) ; 
and that the jwints of greatest intensit}" at any given time, 
have been found to shift along the axial lines ; now most 
active here, then further on, but slowly moving, and in the 
same direction, (or expanding in both directions, a-s Hum- 
boldt saj's of the new Madrid band,) in the same cycle 
of time. 

Can we possibly, with these ftmts before us, rest in the 
commonly-received vague notion that volcanic and seismic 
action have their common origin, in an all-pervading and jicr- 
fectly uniformly-distributed, planetary temperature, increas- 
ing everywhere alike, by a uniform hjpogeal increment ? 
Can we remain satisfied with the pomimus, but almost 
empty phrase, (although sanctioned by a Humboldt,) that 
“the)’ are due to the reaction of the interior of our planet 
upon its exterior if the only meaning that we are to attach 
to the phrase is, that the reaction is that, of a universal 
ocean of hedted or of molten matter, everywhere to be 
reached within some certain limit of depth ? Do not the 
facts rather all point towards some cause that has been 
long present, and is so now, and still in action wherever 
mountain ranges have been elevated, as well as wherever 
volcanic vents have thrown or are throwing up, their lines 
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of cones; but whose nature must be such, as is called 
locally and spasmodically into action, now most ener- 
getically at one point, now at another of the same line, but 
yet is never exhausted at any ? 

The discovery of the real nature of this cause will be the 
key to all true knowledge, both of volcanic action, which 
is only its symptom, and of all the forces that have pro- 
duced, and do produce, the elevations, or, to speak more 
correctly, the changes of level of the surface, of our own and 
that of other planets. Earthquakes, then, demand to be 
regarded, not as themselves agents of permanent elevation 
of the land, which they cannot be at all, and with respect 
to which, even the greatest volcanic efforts (accumulated 
cones) upon our globe, are mere skin-deep phenomena. 
We must regard seismic and volcanic phenomena as both 
unequal effects and local evidences of a wide-spread, and 
constantly, but unequally acting, yet always active force, 
resulting in elevation ; which is not evidenced indifferently 
all over the surface of the globe, but is mainly confined 
to broad bands conforming to its mountain ranges. 
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The method of seismic investigation in this Report de- 
veloped, indicates, that it is now in our power, more or less, 
to trace back, wherever we can find buildings or ruins, 
fissured or overthrown by ancient earthquakes, the seismic 
centres from which these have emanated, in epochs even 
lost perhaps to history. 

In the ancient churches of Southern Ital}% that nine cen- 
turies ago were founded by Lombard or Norman hands, 
in the massive walls of the Coliseum, the arches of the 
Campagna, the shattered columns of the Forum, we cau 
still ascertain the direction, in which the shocks were deli- 
vered, and even approach to measure the forces, by which, 
while England was receiving its first Norman lords, these 
churches were ruined, and centuries before that, and the 
edifices of the Imperial city, were overturned and de- 
stroyed. We can, therefore, in Italy, perhaps still more 
perfectly in ilexico and elsewhere, even yet, more or less 
recover the ancient fluctuations of position, of these centres 
of seismic intensity, and comiiare the intensity itself in past 
historic and at the present time. 

It is, therefore, no longer true to say (if it ever were so) 
with Hurnlmldt, that “ these waves of succussion can be 
measured as to their direction and force, but can in no way 
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1>e irvxNligatnl, in the intimate nature of their alternations 
and periodical intnniesecnces.” (‘Cosmos,’ vol. i., p. 214.) 

Had this Rejx)rt not already so very far exceeded the 
length which I had originally projected for it, some deduc- 
tions of a practically constructive character, as to the 
proper methods of sttitchire for safe houses- and other edifices 
in earthquake countries resulting from my opportunities of 
observation in this research, coupled with previous pro- 
fessional knowledge, would have been not unsuitable, 
especially to our nation, the mother of so many colonies in 
earthquake regions. 

I must reserve such for some other opportunity, however, 
merely stating here my conviction, that the evils of the 
earthquake, like all others incident to man’s estate, may be 
diminished, or even nullified, by the exercise of his 
informed faculties and energies, by his applicatioti of 
forethought and knowledge, to subjugate this, as every 
other apijarent evil of his estate, by skill and labour. 

The earthquake is, therefore, but the subject of super- 
stition, when viewed or denounced as a curse or a judg- 
ment ; it is as much the operation of one part of a bene- 
ficent machinery, as “ seedtime and harvest.” 

All human difficulties, to be dealt with, must be under- 
stood : were understanding and skill applied to the future 
construction of houses and cities in Southern Italy, few, if 
any, human lives need ever be again lost by earthquakes ; 
which there must recur, in their ” times and seasons.” In 
some degree this has been seen by Italian writers, and Colo- 
simo, in his little account of the Calabrian shock of 1832, 
points out some of the conditions that should be structurally 
observe<l. 

VOL. II. 2 c 
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In conclasion, I have to return my thanks to the former 
President, the Lord Wrottesley, to the Council, and Oflicers 
of the Royal Society, and more particularly to my much- 
rcspcctcd friend General Sabine, then Treasurer and now 
President, for that assistance and co-operation, from the 
outset, without which this investigation could never have 
been accomplished. 

To my distinguished friends. Sir Roderick I. Murchison, 
Part., and Sir Charles Lyell, for their a.ssistanee in la3ung 
tlie objects of the proposed expedition before the Council of 
the Royal Society, and for valuable letters to influential 
persons abroad. To Cardinal Wiseman for his most useful 
encyclical letter ; and to the Lords of the Admiraltj' for 
chronometers placed at my disposal. 

To several friends resident at Naples, both English and 
Italian, I am indebted for advice and assistance, not the 
less important because too multifarious to specify, but to 
none more than to Signor Guiscuardi. 

Most of all, however, are my thanks personally due to 
my friend l)r. Thomas Romney Robinson, Astronomer, of 
Armagh, the weight of whose authority gave the first im- 
pulse to my exiMjdition; to Mr. Edmondson, Assistant 
Astronomer of Armagh Observatory, for instructions as to 
the best practical methods of correcting my magnetic bear- 
ings, and for cheeking all the reductions of my barometric 
mea.surements ; and lastly', (but very far from least,) to my 
friend Professor llaughton. Fellow of Trinity College, 
Dublin, for the scries of formulae that have been the work- 
ing tools of my rc.search. 
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-Abnormal wave, whnt so callctl, L SiL 
Ahnomial wave, inferences from, i* 64. 
Adhesion and cohcsian-cements, L liL 
A"ri and Mo"lia, Ijcds of the rivers, L 41J8. 
Agropoli, shock at, L 239. 

Albumo, Monte, range of, i. 24 o. 

Amalfi, quay at, e»mined with reference 
to change of level, L 226 ; shock at, 
alarmingly felt, L 229 ; no noise at, 
i. 229. 

Amplitude of the wave, and the work 
stored up in it, ii. 316. 

Amplitudes ohserved and calculated, ii. 

320. 

Angle of emergence, and the seismic 
vertical, L 11, 18. 

Angle, abnormal, found, L ^ for great- 
est overthrow, L 113 ; of intersection, 
1 . 38 < . 

Animals, affections evidenced by, at the 
time of the shock, ii. 377. 

Apertures in walls, effects of, L 116. 
Appalachian chain, ranges of the eleva- 
tion of the, ii. 384. 

Aj»u* 8, effects of shock on, L fiL 
Arabia, Signor, best account of the Mclfi 
earthquake of 1851 by, ii. 174. 

Arches, steep emergence acting on large, 
L 119. 

ArcbitectumI structures, conditions of 
earthquake action upon, L 25. 
Architecture, general stylo of, in tlm 
kingdom of Naples, L 25 ; loss of life 
and limb attributable to imi^crfccHons 
in, not inevitable in earthquake., L Si* 
Arch keystones worked up, exanqde of, 
at Padilla, L 386. 


Areas of the isoseismals, u. 255 ; within 
which sounds heard, ii. 2R7. 

Aritello, Valley of tlie, erosion in the, ii. 
HO; prodigious rate of denudation, ii. 
8L 

Artesian wells, temperature of, at Naples, 
ii. aiL 

Atella, ancient town of, ii. 86 ; wave- 
jiath at, ii. 88 ; Lombardic church at, 
ii. 86 ; moment of shock at, ii. 87^ 
chi(«ctta of St. Johancs at, ii. fiS ; an- 
cient silver shrines of St. Johancs, ii. 
82 ; relations of the calcareous and vol- 
canic rocks near, ii. QO. 

Atena, position of, L 324 ; streets of, 
choked with rubbish of fallen build- 
ings, L 324 ; differeuce of effect of 
same shock on well and ill constnicted 
buildings at, L 325 ; fissum above, i, 
328. 

Auletta, good illustration of one class of 
fracture at, i, 73 ; evidences of over- 
throw at, L 253; house near, h 256; 
condition of, L 2C0 ; earth fissures at, 
L2S3 ; fissures at, due to a great earth- 
slip, L 264; Port Cochirc, on tlie mili- 
tary rood, Villa Carus.<o, near, L 245 ; 
view of the gn*at valley from, L 272. 

Avigliano, position of, ii. ^ filthy con- 
dition of, ii. 82 ; shock at, ii. ^ cas- 
tello at, ii. 83 ; Chiesa Madre at, ii. 83- 

Azimuths of primary and secondary 
shocks at Certosa, difference in, i. 387. 

Pariki.le, position of, ii. 100 ; severe 
injuries at, ii. lOfi ; church of St. 
Nicole at, ii. 1<X» ; {talaz/.n of Prince 
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Tort'llft at, ii. 100 ; reflected wave* and 
earthquake echo at, ii. 107 ; heavy 
wall outside the town of, far out of 
plumb ii. 107 : wave velocity at, ii. 
108 ; wave amplitude at, ii, 110 ; the 
syndico's watch at,ii. 110 : movement 
of shock at, ii. 111- 

Darragiano, view of, ii. 51 ^ 

Basilicata, the earthquake of, Dec. ^ 
1857 (Appendix), account of, ii. 17G — 
lllfi. 

Bella, situation of, ii. 123 : injuries not 
severe at, ii, 123 ; great earth fissures 
three miles from, ii. 130. 

Bella and Muro, effects of the chasm on, 
ii. 128 ; immunity of, ii. 120- 

Bench-marks, letter on establishment of, 
as to level of the land, submitted to 
(late) Neapolitan Government, ii. 148 : 
proposal to fix (Appendix No. ^ ii. 
231. 

Brickwork, flexibility of, L SL 

Brienza, view of, in the distance, u. 34 ; 
severe injuries at, ii. 34. 

Buildings, observations on square, long, 
rectangular, L 4^ couditions os to 
form and structure in, which modify 
the effects of shocks, i ^ of various 
forms considered, L 8^ effects due to 
flexibility and elasticity of tlie ma- 
terials in, L unsymmctric, involve 
unsymmetrioal phenomena of dissolu- 
tion, L 9^ effect of shock upon, the 
fourth modifying condition, L 102. 
110 ; hollow square, L 129 ; hollow 
round, L 130 ; various forms of, L 
143,145. 

Duonarotti. grand elliptic staircase at the 
Cistercian Monastery of St. Ivorcnzo, 
Padula, desigued by, still uninjured, L 
374. 

Buttresses, effects of shock on, L 88. 

Galabrita, few symptoms of injury at, 
ii. 14Q. 

Galore, subterranean dep<»its of the, L 
£81 ; gorge of the, L 285 ; catemta of 
the, L 300, 301 ; fissures at the, L 

327. 

Canune, nr chinmey-hooil, at the P.alazzt* 


Palmicri, important dtsluctions from, L 
307—311. 

Campauelli, Canonico II Padre, testi- 
mony of^ regarding shock at Hionero, 
ii. 113. 

Campaniles, efic'cts of shock on, L 8L 

Campostrina, great fall of rock at, dam- 
ming up the river course, L 285; in- 
fallen roof of great duct at, L 28G : 
roa<l fissures near, L 288. 

Capri, island of, shock scarcely perceived 
at, L 229; escape of, and cause, ii. 285. 

Capua, shock felt, but no mischief done 
at, ii. 150. 

Ca])uto, Tabema of, cutting a way 
through snow near, ii. 121 ; elevation 
of, ii. 122. 

Cardinal building, wliat so called, L 3iL 

Cardinal buildint^ and normal shock, L 
38, 32. 

Carlotta, earth fissures of, proved to be 
land8li|)fl, ii. 131 ; compared with phe- 
nomena of 1783, ii. 132. 

Carpineto, Monte, L 253. 

Caruso, Monte, intense cold on, ii. 84. 

Carusso, Villa, at Auletta, L 2C8 ; arched 
gateway of, heavily fissured, L 270. 

Casa Comnnmalo at Pertosa, wave-path 
anti emergence from, L 270. 

Castelluccio, site and exterior of, irregular 
and narrow streets of, L 22 ; modiapval 
character of, L 250 ; cause of its im- 
munity from injury, u 2fl2. 

Cataldo, remarkable debouchure of, ii. 
133. 

Ccrlosa, the, do St. Lorenzo, magnificent 
monastery, near Padula, gra<x*l’ul hos- 
pitality at, L 369 ; ruin of dcscriliod 
i. 370; monument to St. Bruno at, L 
370 ; specialities ol»ervcd at, L 376 ; 
the church at, L 372 ; the refectory at, 
L 372 ; the great squares and garden 
of, L 373 ; few of the walla or roofs 
of, actually prostrate, but everywhere 
fissured, dislocated, and tottering, L 
373 ; grand elliptic staircase of, only 
part uninjured, L 314 ; first deductions 
from facts, double shocks at, L 375; 
the chimney at, L 380 ; mechanics of 
the tilling and twisting of objects at, 
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U 377 ; difference in azimuths of pri* 
mary and secondary shocks at, L 2SI ; 
(inal deduction iis to both shocks at, 
L 390 ; further ol)servationa on, L 391 ; 
ga)»les of refectory at, L 392 ; ampli* 
tude of the wave deduced at, L 394 ; 
vase in Prior’s gaj-den at, L 394; thrown 
chimney caps at, L 395 ; return to the, 
li. 31_i striking features of the peakf'fl- 
uea of the limestone mountains north- 
wards, and end-ou-fdness of the beds 
near, ii. 32. 

(Uiicsa d’Incoronala, the shock at the, L 

252. 

Ohiesa Madre at Molitemo, L 409. 

Chiesa Madre at Tramutola, fissures in, 
ii. 2^ statue of St. Leonardo in, ii. 
24 ; figure of St. Michael in, ii. 2iL 

Chimney at the monastery of St. Lorenzo 
(the Certosa), near Padula, oscillation 
of the, L. 380. 

Coefficients of fracture, tables of, L 149 
—154. 

Cohesion and.adhesion— cements, L 45. 

Cohesion and {uihesion, i, 154. 

Columns, effects of shock on, L SL 

Columns overturned, L 128. 

Configuration, cfifects of the physical, of 
the surface, and the fonnatiou bcneatlr 
it, ujion the progress of the wave, ii. 
2 . 58 . 

Croce, Monte, snowed up on, ii. 1111 ; 
graud scenery between, and Laviano, 
ii. 135. 

Curves, cause of the flattening of the co* 
seismals to the extreme south-east, ii. 
279. 

Cylindric vaulting, L 114. 

Data for determining the velocities and 
directions of shocks given by fractured 
walls and overthrown objects, L fi* 

Deaths from eiu1h<}uake, estimate of, ii. 
104 ; mcMtly preventible by jiroper 
care in the construction of bouses, ii. 
164. 

Decay of the wave considered, nature of, 
ii. 341L 

Deductions and conclusions, general. Part 
m., ii. 23iL 


Depth of focus of earthquake, first afK 
proximate calculation of the, ii. 45* 

Depths, local, remarkable result of com- 
{larison of, ii. 343. 

D’Errioo’s, Signor, document, shock al 
Moutefermo, ii. 74. 

Determinants, first class of, fractures in 
rectangular buildings as evidences of 
wave-path, L 3^ second class of, ol>- 
jects overturned or projected by shock, 
L 124 . 

Diagonal fissures, L IIH. 

Diano, vievr of the town of^ L 105 ; Val- 
lone di, formation of, L 319; geology 
of, i. 320 ; town of, little injury from 
the sbock at, L 329 ; cause of its im- 
munity explained, L 330. 

Diano, great plain of, no permanent 
change of level discoverable, though 
certainly perceptible, if any, on the, 
ii. 3^ enormous erosive action by 
winter floods on the, ii. 23* 

Disasters of the earthquake, synoptic 
table of, in the district of Salo, ii. 101. 

Dirintegration, result of direction of frac- 
ture, L 83. 

Dislocation combines fracture and over- 
throw, L 82. 

Distortion of the isuseismals, actual cause 
of, ii. 275. 

Divergence of wave-paths approximately 
equal to the horizontal dimension of 
the focal cavity, ii. 246. 

Duchessa, La, post-house, first prostrate 
walls seen at, i. 246 ; indications at, 
conflicting with those at Naples, L 
247 ; sounds at, i. 248. 

Eabth-lioht, probable nature of, ii. 
375. 

Earthquake, the, at Naples, Dec. ^ 
1857, the author receive authority of 
the Royal Society to make scientific 
investigations connected with, L ^ 
to be investigated by means of its 
phenomena or effects, L 6. 

Earlliquako phenomena, questions for 
inquiry and methods of observations 
of, i. entirely new mo«lc of examin- 
ing, basotl on tlic pro|SKition that the 
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Ointurbanccs ami dialucatioita uf solid 
objects, obscrvcti with refereuce to 
direction and ran^e of disturljaiice, 
and to lucchanical conditions in play, 
must afford the means of tracing back 
from tljese effects the directions, velo- 
cities, &c., of the movements or forces 
that caused them, L IL 
Eni'thquakc of Dec. 1857, precwled by 
several minor shocks, L 1^01 ; lying 
wonders alwut the, L 
KarUnpmkc night, an, il. L 
Karthqnake, drat a[>proximate calculation 
of Iho depth of focus of, ii. 45 ; sy- 
noptic table of disasters uf the, in tlic 
ilistrict of Sala, ii. 1(>1 ; meteorology 
and its rclatious to, ii. 1G5 ; ]>erturlia- 
tioiis of rain-fall in relation to, ii. 1G6, 
1G9 ; suggestions as to probable con- 
m-ctioD, ii. 170. 171 ; luodiGaitions of, 
in dry countries, ii. 172 ; historic con- 
firmations of, ii. 174 ; of Dec. lb57, 
translation of all tlic notices on the, 
in the Hlioniale del Kegno dellc due 
Sicilic,* ii. 213—230. 

Kartliqiiakes, action upon architectural 
structures, L 25j of ancient Home, b 
115 ; dates of Italian, L 82 ; since the 
commencement of the twelfth century, 
L 200. 

Earthquakes not agents of ^sirmancnt 
elevation, ii. 321 ; not necessiirily 
fatal, and not curses, ii. 385. 

Earth's surface, effects at the, ii. 2f»8 
Eboli, synclinal Ix'ds of limestone deve- 
loped itjioit the grandest scale near, 
L 237 ; buildings of the lAH:auda di 
Vozzi at, L 240. 241 : wave-|iath at, 
L 242 ; church at, L 243 ; evening 
with Signor i'almieri at, L 244 ; lime- 
stone breccia near, L 214 ; return to, 
after completing entire circle roun<i 
the earthquake iocus, ii. 14(1 
Elasticity of materials in buildiugs, effects 
due to, L iiL 

Elastic w’ave of shock, L Ifh 
Elevation, earth(]uakes not agents for 
permanent, ii. 321. 

Emergence, shocks of vertical or m arly 
vertical, effects on rectangular build- 


ings, b 75 ; steep, acting on large 
arches, b 1U> ; nearly vertical, L 124. 

Emergence, angle of, obtained, b 157, 

Kio. 

Emergences, determined at Villa Carusao, 
b 241) ; stations for, ii. 240, 250. 

* Evide'nces fitted for observation, L 13. 

Extroiu'cius sujijwt in relation to luxlies 
projecteil, b 17. 

Factohs for coefficients, table of, b 151. 

Falls, modes of, b 1 1<>- 

Fino, Don iVndrea del, entombment of, 
alive, ii. L 

Fiodo’s, Signor, regulator clock, how 
affected Dec. b 213. 

Fissures, in buildings not overthrown, the 
sbet't anchor, as rcs]»ecU direction of 
wave-|iuth, to the seismologist, b 24 ; 
witUhs of, deduclious drawn from, b 
4(> — 42; difference of, at op(>oeito 

ends, b 41; |)eculiarity of, b eight 
main, alternately wide and mtrrow, 
often observable in a ix'ctangular build- 
ing cxjKJseil to an abnormal w’ave, b 
82 : diagonal, b 118 ; deep, fillwl up, 
effects of, ii, 285 ; in the earth are 
initial laiidsli{>s, ii. 363 ; radiating, for* 
matiou of, in the earth, ii. 365: rock, 
ii. 366. 

Fi»sim« ami mountains, effects of, ii. 352. 

Flexibility of materials in buildings, ef- 
fects due to, b ilL 

Floors and roofs, relations of, b 102. 

Floors, forces in tl»e plane of, and traiis- 
verse to same, b 105. 

Floors over each other, b 106 ; fissures 
in, valuable indices, b If^ ; observa- 
tion of, only second to that of the walls, 
b liiij ; at Palazzo Palmicri, b 3<>6. 

Focal cavity, depth of, found, ii. 251 ; 
various forms of tl»e, ii. 26U ; incliuc<l, 
ii. 270 ; dimeusiou of, ii. 289 ; aj>- 
pruximaliuD to form and size of, ii. 
21>2 ; probable dimensions, form, and 
subterraneous {<osition of, deduced, ii. 
304 ; tcmin rature of the, and intensity 
of the force that acted within it, ii. 309. 

Focus of wave-jiath, inland, reiterated 
)>roofs of, L 21(i. 
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Focus, first indications of the, L 316 ; 
depth of, of eartliquake, first approx* 
imato calculation of the, ii. ill ; mean 
and extreme depth of, below the sur- 
laoe, ii. 218. 

Fondi, clock at, ii. 153 ; immunity of 
place from injury attributed to the 
*abumlance of springs,' ii. 153. 

Force, hy|x>geal, nature of, ii. 383. 

Forces, oblique, L 133. 

Forces, eflfects of, in regular bodies, L 20, 

21 . 

Forms and areas of the mcizoseismal 
and isoscismal curves, and the iKwition 
of the seismic vertical Iherciu, ii. 252; 
conditions aflfcctiug, ii. 258. 

FormuUe of bodies overturned or fractured, 
L 124 — 148; referring to Cap. D., i. 
155. 

Fractures, in rectangular buildings as evi* 
deuces of wave-path, L 33 ; and velo- 
city, relation of, u 43 ; usually follow 
joints, LM ; in ri'clangular buildings — 
subnonniil shock, L 52 ; remarks on 
direction of^ L. 52 ; relations of, at op- 
ptwite ends, i, 57 ; rectangular buihi- 
ings, abnormal shock, u 5^ in rect- 
angular buildings, abnormal shock, L 
59 ; direction of, in rectangular build- 
ings by sub-abnormal shock, L 65 ; 
over windows, L ill ; at base, normal 
wave, i, 140 ; overturning and projec- 
tion, h 14B ; tables of coefficients for, 
U 149 — 154 ; in walls occur at joints, 
L 150 ; of of liard rock, first ex- 
ample of, L 405. 

tiARiauANO, gn«t basin plain, of volcanic 
filling, ii. 152. 

Geology, pliysical, investigation of earth- 
t]uake phenomena, probably one of the 
most fruitful applications of malbc- 
iiiutics to, L 

(leology, its features in the country 
shaken. L 161 ; of kingdom of Naples 
very little known, l 1 66 ; of the Pass 
near I^ago Mjiomo, L 403; section over 
the i»a88, L 403. 

‘Gji*rnale del llegno dellc duo Siciiie,' 
translation of alt the notices in, nsix.’ct- 


ing earthquake of Dec. 1^ 1857, ii. 
213—230. 

Gravity acting with vertical shock, re- 
marks on, L 19 ; centre of, witJiiii and 
without tlie Ijftse, L 135. 

Oraviua's, Due di, tabema, ii. 126. 

Grellier, Monsieur, photc^mphs of more 
imjtortant |x>ints of earthquake country 
producwl by, il 1-18. 

Ground, effects of fonn of the, L 101- 

Giuscuardi, Signor, service rendered by, 
L 4j ii. ; account by, of the eartli- 
quakc, L 211. 

Hauohton, Pev. Samuel, F.U.S., equa- 
tions fumislied by, L 9 ; ii. 386. 

Heat, hypogeal, producing greatest shock, 
ii. 315. 

Historic confirmations of earthquakes, ii. 

m. 

History of the Mvlti earthquake, August 
14, 1841, tmnslation of report of Pal- 
mieri and Scacchi on the, ii. 197 — 212. 

Hoar-frost, unusual form of, ii. liQ. 

Humboldt, remarks on obser\'ation of, 
that in South America the tendency of 
earthquake is continually to enlarge its 
circle of action round a given focus, ii. 
155. 

Hypogeal force, nature of, ii. 383. 

Hypogeal teuqieralure, d<Hluctions from 
assumeel increase, ii. 313. 

Hypsometric determinations by baro- 
meter at various ]>lacc8, L 259. 

Hyiwometric elevations alx)ut Auletta, 
L 258. 

iKci.tN'BO beds, relation to conformable, 
ii. 263. 

Intersection, angle of, L 387. 

Isoseismals. nferences to, on maps, ii. 
253 ; fonns of the, ii. 254 ; areas of, ii. 
255 ; of great slux^ks compared, ii. 250 ; 
appl'cation to the actual fonn of the, 
ii. 273 ; actual causes of tUstortion 
of the, ii. 275 ; CiUiae.s of their great 
extension towards tlio smith-east, U. 

2IL 

Italy, Svouthem, stmeture of buildings 
in, L 21 ; general ap)>uunince of the 
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aDcicnt towns in, i* 2^ 2^ provincial 
towns in, L ^ 3L 

Itry, position of, ii. 

Jamaica shock, u. 3fi4. 

Joints, fmctuim usually follow, L 

Killed aud wounded, return of, in com* 
muiiGS of the province of IlosiUcata, 

ii. IQZ. 

La Cava, traces of the earthquake at, L 
23L 

I^dcrana, entrance of the valley of the, L 
424 ; lignite Wls of the, L 431. 

Lakia, tem})orary, explanation of forma- 
tion of, ii. 371. 

Laitdo and Tumo, valleys of the, ii. 
3fL 

Laiulsli]\ great, and hssure in the piano 
of Mattine, near Viggiauo, ii. liL 

Ijandsiips, initial, all fissures are, ii. 363. 

Landslips, great, ii. 3C6. 

Lardner, Dr., account by, of the eartb- 
(juake Dec. 1^ L 210. 

L.a Sala, chongo^i cliaracter of the lime- 
stone near, L 333 ; road to, L 334 ; 
extent of, L 333 ; structnres at, more 
or less fisstinsl, but few actually de- 
molished, i* 335; house of the Sotto 
Intendi-nte, L 33li ; pictures and jk-d- 
diile at Inteiidenzia, L 338, 332 ; table 
aud lam]» of secretary to Sotto Inten- 
dente, L 341. 342; church of, L 34.3 ; 
fall of church tower, L 344 ; church 
bells at, L 345 ; angle of emci^enoo 
inferrwl at, L iHG; wave-path pertur- 
Iwitions at, L 347 ; good observation 
of the sun at, ii. 32. 

Luviano, grand scenery near, ii. 135 ; 
l>iaition of, ii. 136; Palazzo Carmine 
at, ii. 137 ; exjjcrience of occupiers of 
the palazzo, ii. 138 ; mystcrioiw light 
heard of at, it 139 ; shock aud sound 
at, ii. 132. 

lAjvel, changes of, accompanying earth- 
quake. L 217 ; any deductions from, 
whether of elevation or of depression, 
not to be dej«nded u{X)n, i» 219 ; per- 
manent changes of, c.\aminaliou round 


t!»c coast as to, L 225 ; no evidenoes 
of, L 227. 

Lieti, Palazzo (Naples), fissures at, L 
207, 

Limestone and clays, wave transits 
through, L 385. 

Limestone masonry, effects due to, L 

93 . 

Limestone, nummulitic and hippuritc, L 
169. 

Local effect, grand modifying conditions 
of, ii. 360. 

Lupino, scarcely any danit^e done at, L 

249. 

L, values of the coefiicient, L. 149. 

Maonetic declination at AuletU, ob- 
servations to determine local, L 2o9 ; 
declinations tu'sr Salvitello, ii. 3i ; re- 
lations, ii. 376. 

Maldo, Valley of the, slipping rocks in 
the, ii. 134. 

Manciui, Patlro Vincenzio, information 
derived from, L 274. 

Maonio, I.Ago, a dreary jool, L 406. 

Ma}«, references to isoscismals on, ii. 
253 ; goo<l, necessity of, ii. 3^»1. 

Maps. — Seismic map A, w’ith wave- 
paths and ist^seisiiial curves. — llej>ort 
to Iloyal Society of Ix)ndon : map II, 
showing the physical features of the 
Nca]X)litan earthquake of December 1^ 
1857. — Approximate comi«ri8on of 
scismal areas, map C.— Comparative 
map, D, of the seismic liauds of the 
Mediterranean, vol, ii. 379. Eartli- 
qiiake of Deccml)er ^ 1857 : Map E. 
— No. L Diagram of observed maxima 
and minima wave emergences, and re- 
sulting dei)th of focus. No. 2. Diagram 
of mean wave emergences, and dcxluccd 
mean local depth, vol. ii. 248, 253. 

Marine observatory, Naples, meteorologi- 
cal tables of the, ii. 166, 167. 

Marls, sul>-A|>enninc, L 168. 

Marsico Nuovo, situation of, ii. 29 ; ori- 
ginal Gasurcs in proiiuced by the twist- 
ing movements, transfcrrwl quite round 
the walls, by tmnsverse vibrations, L 
HL 
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Meditermnean, seismic zone of the, L 
2DQ ; seismic bands of the, ii. 37U. 

Meizoseismal and isoseismal cun’ea, forms 
and areas of, ii. 252. 

Mein, situation and olevation of, ii. 113 ; 
the shock of 1851 and 1857 at, ii. 
114 ; church of Morticelli at, ii. 115 ; 
exact time of shock at, ii. 116 ; sounds 
at, ii. 110. 

Melfi eartliquako of 1851, report of Pro- 
fessors Palmieri and Scoedu upon, L 

m. 

Meteorology and its relations to earth- 
quake, ii. 105. 

Meteorological phenomena, connection 
with, ii. 374. 

Michacd, St., Monastery of. See Mon- 
ticchio. 

MckIcIs, clay, utility of, ii. 361. 

Modulus of dynamic cohesion, L 141. 

Moglia, geology of the, L 414. 

Mtiglia and Agri, the Ixjda of, L 428. 

Mula, podition of, ii. 152 ; shock at, ii. 

m. 

Molitemo, position L 408; thriving 
condition of^ L 408 ; the Chiessi Madre, 
L 409 ; the Castello, L 409 ; Chiesa 
della Rosario at, L 410; direction of 
wave at, i, 410. 

Muntefermo, Signor D’Errioo's account of 
shock at, ii. 74 ; moment of the shock 
at, ii. 77. 

Moiitemurro, journey to, L 429; arrival 
at, ii. night at, ii. ^ author's 
narrow eaca])c at, IL ^ position of, 
ii. ^ the whole town one vast heap of 
rubbish, ii. 6j Palazzo of Don Andrea 
del Fine, ii. ^ tower of the great 
monastery of St, Dominica at, ii. ^ 
general wavo-i)atli at, ii. ^ conditions 
of destruction, ii. column and 
cross uninjured at, ii. 1^ comtxired 
to Oppido in the Calabrian earthtpmko 
of 1783, U. IL. 

Montesano, no lives lost south of, L 400 ; 
position of, L 400. 

Monticchio, monastery of, ii. 100 ; wave 
velocity at, ii. 101 ; statements of the 
monks at, ii. 102 ; elevation of, ii. 
103 ; map declination, ii. 103. 


Morano, Signor, hospitality of, and valu- 
able information derived from, ii. 17 ; 
bouse of, ii. 12. 

Mountain chains, directions of the, L 
163; and valleys how affecting trans- 
mission of shock, ii. 261 ; refraction 
of shock wave in, ii. 262. 

Mountains and valley fissures, efiecto of, 
ii. 352. 

Mountains, adjacent, efii^U of, ii. 354. 

Mountain enlargement or depression, 
sudden, effects of, ii. 357. 

Muro, view of, ii. ILl ; strange atmo- 
spheric light and noises at, ii. 124 ; 
prodigious ‘ illuvionea ' at, ii. 12.5. 

Muro and the Maldo, levels of the, ii. 
127. 

Muro and Bella, effects of the chasm ou, 
ii. 128 ; immunity of, ii. 129. 

Naples, general style of architecture in 
the kingdom of, i. 25 ; course of obser- 
vation decided upon at, L 203; ofiicial 
notice of the shock at, L 203 ; visit to 
the observatory at, L 204 ; alarm iu, at 
the shock Dec, 1857, L 208 : sensa- 
tions of those at, L 209 ; indications 
of wave-i«ith at, i. 216 ; the shock at, 
merely a reflected and refracted one, 
L 216 ; return to, ii. 147 ; stopjiage 
of tliG cluck belonging to the self- 
acting anemometer of the marine 
observatory by shock of Dec. ^ ii. 
147 ; rare books and |iamphlets ou 
earthqimkes at, ii. l48; how the siiock 
reached, ii. 281 ; chandeliers, measure 
difference of velocity iu semiphases 
at, ii. 345 ; small amplitude at, ii, 
350. 

Nature of ovcrtlirow with resistance, L 

liilii. 

Neapolitan statistics, ii. 160- 

Nodal points, places frequently situated 
at, ii. 357. 

Nomad life, fascination of, ii. 146. 

Nomenclature adopted iu reference to the 
directions in azimuth and emergence of 
the earth-wave, relative to those of 
walls, buildings, or other objects af- 
lectcil by it, i* iUh 
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Normal shuck and cardinal buildings, L 
38.35L 

Nurmal wave rrausit, wliat so called, i. 
3r>. 

Numiuulitlc and liippurite limestone, L 
107. 


OiUKCTS overtunied, second classof deter- 
minants, i. 11^4. 

Oliveto, liirge old monastery of “ Zocool- 
lante ’* at, ii. 143 ; no second shock at, 
ii. 144 ; volcanic lakia near, ii. 144. 

Ordinal building, what so called, L 3^ 

Oscillation, remarks on, L Hi ; of chimney- 
stack of tlioCertosa near Padula, L 380. 
383. 

Osservalorio, Capo di Monte (Najiles), 
fissures, at the, 20^ 

Ovedone, ia.s3 over shoulder soiitli of 
Monte della Vajana, so called, L 4Qls 

CHerthrow, nature of, with resistance, L 
14, liL 

Overthrow and projection, i* 4iL 

Overthrown objects solid, L 1»4. 

Overturned bodies, fonnuhu of, L 124 — 
148. 

Padula, site of, L 2Q ; perched position of, 1 
ex|it«od to severest effects of earthquake j 
shocks, h position of, i, 330; lar^c | 
fissures near, l 351 ; aiguille of lock 
overthrown near, L 333 ; imusit of two 
shocks croaing obliquely at, L 354 ; 
I'nlazzo Romaui at, L 355 ; II Croce 
Romani, L 350 ; velocity that would 
have overthrown II Croce, L 857 ; over- 
thrown column in Palazzo Romani at, 
H 359 ; velocity of shock deduced from 
the column, L 301 : overthrown vases, 

If 302 » corresponding velocity deduced, 
H 304 ; arch keystones worked up, L 
300 1 the Certosa de St. Liirenzo mo- 
nastery near, L 369. 

I'alagonicc’s, Padre, testimony respecting 
shock at Potenza, ii. 62. 

Palmicri, Professor, visited by author at 
Naples, i. i_i reixirt by, on earthquake . 
of August ^ 1851, L 173 ; Signor P., I 
erixmeons conclusion of, as to change of j 
level of the Imid, L 220. 


Palmicri, Palazzo, at Polio, examination 
of, u 303 ; angle of emergence and 
velocity tletermined at, L 311. 

Palmicri and Scacchis rc|iort on Melfi 
earthquake of August ^ 1851, ii. 
197-212. 

rau8illi]«o, fissures in tufa at, h 215. 

Patemo church, gixsl illustrations of class 
of fracture at, u 74. 

Patemo, geology of country near, ii. 28; 
severe injuries at, ii. alleged falls 
of rock at, for the most {lurt fabulous, 
ii. 29 ; snlplmrous spring at, ii. 21L 

Perrey, Professor, conferred with, at 
Dijon, L 

Pertosa, church at, well-developo*I case of 
actual phenomena in the, L 4^ demo* 
litioD at, L 273 ; severe loss of life at, 
L 273 ; surviving inhabitants at, L 
274 ; Kiiglish charities at, L 274 ; di- 
rection of shock at, L 275 ; cmergeiioe 
steep, L 270; second shock felt at, L 
277 ; sound licard before the shock, 
L 218 ; geology of the valley at, L 282. 

Petiua, cause of immuuity from injury, 
L 202. 

Petroso, 11 Vallonc, geological e\ndences 
of violent dislocation and elevation at 
all sides in the mountain formation 
strikingly grand in, L 250. 

Phenomena presented by the effects of 
carth(|uakes resolved into pn>blems of 
titrec cloffles, and nil ameuaUe to me- 
chanical treatment, L ^ 23 ; analysis 
of, i. 97 ; luminous, in the sky or air, 
on night of the eartliquake, L 323; 
possible nature of, u 324 ; illustrations 
of, ii. 272; meteorological comiectiou 
with, il 374. 

Ph)’8ical features of the countiy shaken, 
L16L 

Piwmo, church at, relations of roolhig 
exeiiiplifii'd in a, L 111 ; |>oeition of, 
ii. 50 ; indication of wave-|>at}i at, ii. 
5H 

Pbiiis, the great, i. 164. 

Piestum, the plains from Salerno to, no 
visible sign of earthquake tliroughout, 
H 235 ; liiwii-ooloured atpiuous tufa 
round IxMicath, L 235 ; dis[iruoforconi- 
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luon traditions of earthquakes having 
desolated, L 237 : direction of sliock 
there, L 238. 

Polla, a {Art of, dislocation tlirough cnor* 
motisly thick, ilNfilled mortar joints in, 

L 22 ; direction of shock exemplified in 
n street in, L ; fissures on the road | 
near, L 288 i position of, L 291 ; de- | 
Btniction and terrors at, L 292, 293 ; | 
and its neighbourhood, ul)si‘rvation8 att i 
L 294 ; monastery of St. Claire at, L 
295 ; Madonna of Loretto at, i. 296 ; 
St. Dominico, L 207 x heavy dislo< 
cuted and inclined fi5!siircs in arched 
wall of monastery of St. Dominico, 
i* 298 ; views of isolate<l sluice-house 
fissured at, L 299 ; Palazzo Palmieri at, 
L 302; angles of emergence and velocity 
determined at,i. 311—315 ; sounds and 
time at, L 211 ; road from, i, 321. 

Population, Nciijiolitan statistics of, ii. 
ICO. IfiE 

Portclla, shock at, ii. 154. 

Poteuza, arrival at, ii. 06j extent of and 
traffic at, ii. ^ ; destruction at, ii. ul ; 
grotes(pie a]q>camDcc of theatre con- 
verted into lodgings, ii. 57 ; intense 
cold at, ii. 67j jxisition of, ii. 57 ; 
geology of, ii. ; effects of shock at, 
ii. 59j ]>olitical prisoners at, ii. 59; 
diininisbed action of shock, cumi>ared 
with Moutemurro, iL ; Intondeuzia 

at, ii. 60j Casa Cummunalc at, ii. 60j 
church of St. Angelo at, ii. 6^ Col- 
legio di Jesuiti at, ii. Cl ; observations 
at the coUegio, ii. ^ tower of St. 
Carlo at, H. 64j M^stzino del Sum- 
maiio, ii. 65 ; direction of wavc-jjath 
at, ii. 65 ; 8trcct-lam()s and Don Do- j 
miuico's house, ii. Chiesa Ma<ire 

at, ii. 67 ; the cauiixmile at, ii. 6^ j 
cathedral at, ii. 69 ; images and pmnt- 
ings, ii. 70; wave-path and direction 
determined by cathedral at, ii. 71 ; 
noises at, ii. 7^ sup|K«cd heat at, ii. 
72; no strange lights at, ii. 72. 

Problems, particular, L 138, 142. 

Projection, seismical laws of, L ICi and 
overthrmv, h 46. 

Projected biniics or structures, L 1.55. 


Rainfall, ])erturbation of, in relation to 
earthquake, ii. 168, 169 ; suggestions 
as to probable oonneclion, iL 170, ill ; 
modifications, ii. 172. 

Ra[K)Ua, jKieitioD of, ii. 112 ; little injury 
at, ii. 112 ; wave-path at, ii. 112. 

Rectangular buildings, fractures iu, as 
evidences of wave-path, L 33 ; normal 
shock, ^ 29 ; subaurmal shock, L 52 ; 
abnormal shock, L 59 ; sub-abnormal 
shock, L 65^ shocks of vertical or 
nearly vertical emcrgeuce, effects on, 
L 7JL 

Reflection and rofmetion, iL 356. 

Refraction in mountain drains, ii. 242. 

Reiteration of the sliock in some localities, 
and its cause, ii. 302. 

Reiations of seismal area and depth, iL 
257 ; to conformable inclined beds, ii. 
263; to incoherent fonnations, ii. 264 ; 
of the seismic foci of the Italian penin- 
sula, and the general relations of the 
seismic bands of the Mediterranean 
basin, ii. 378. 

Retros^iects and conclmiing words, ii. 384. 

Rhodes, severe shock felt at, on day ]»re- 
ceding the earthquake of December, 
1857, h 292. 

Rionero, position of, ii. 91j picturesque 
a])|)earauoe of iuhabitanta, ii. lil ; exa- 
mination of, ii. 92 ; wave-jMith at, ii. 
92. 

Rivers, changes of cliannels, ii. 369 ; 
courses, great, L 164 ; falls of tlic 
great, L 169: courses of, L 171 ; tur- 
bidity of, ii. 3C9. 

Rock, first example of actual fracture of 
Ijerls of, L 405 ; fails of, ii. 367. 

“ Rombo,” at Molitcrno, said by every 
one to have been heard, i. 412. 

Rome, Ancient, earthquakes of, L 115 ; 
ancient earthquake effects at, ii. 157. 

Roofs and floors, relations of, L 102. 

Roofs, groincil and ilomed, L 112 ; vaulted, 
L 113; construction of, in Ncai>olitan 
kingdom, L H5. 

Roofing, relations of, L 110. 

Rossi, Achillo Antonio, Storia del Tre- 
! mnoti di C'alabria, negU 1835, 1836, ii. 
Hi. 
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lloynl Society, the author receives au- 
thority of the, to proajcd to NapU» 
ft^r the purpose of making scieu title 
investigations connocteil with tbecarth- 
(juakc, DecenilKjr 1857, L L 

Kuined cities, first eiglit of, L ^ ftl>- 
parent confusion of, only sujierficial, 
L 35 ; first aaiwcl of, L 21L 

Salaris, sediments of the river, near 
Pirstiim, L ‘.^30. 

Salerno, shock at, not sufficiont to throw 
down furniture, L 232 ; abundance of 
large measurable fissures at, L 232 ; 
the Intendenzia and cathedral at, L 
233; the tribuuale at, L 234. 

Salvitello, magnetic declinations near, ii. 
34 ; indications of steep emergence of 
wave at, ii. 35< 

Santa Dominica, Montemurro, remarkable 
example of form of fracture seen at, L 
82. 

Sapoiiara, position of, L 418 ; remains of 
tlie Gastello CUUberti at, L 418 ; awful 
character of desolation at, L 419 ; utter 
destruction of, due to the movement of 
its hill-site, u 420 ; velocity of shock 
calculatcil, and of the oacillation of the 
hill, L 423; destruction too absolute to 
render it conceivable that it will be 
rebuilt, L 424 ; objects that may here- 
after be exhurocil from beneath its 
ruins in relation to geology, L 425 ; 
velocity of the shock in the adjacent 
plain calculated, L 427. 

Saraceno, Castel, shock felt at, from north- 
w'est to south-east, or 135® E. of north, 
L429. 

Sarooui, situation of, L 413; ancient 
church at, L415; church bell, i. 415; 
wave amplitude at, i. 415 ; little to be 
learned at, L 417. 

Sassano, little injury from the earth- 
quake at, L 398. 

b’atriano, II Torre di, view of, from sum- 
niiU above Tito, ii. 54 ; mins of ancient 
town near, ii. 55 ; probable result of 
examination of Uieso old ruins, ii. 55. 

“ Sbalza,** nature of the, L 12ti* 

8cacchi, Professor, visited by author, al j 


Naples, i. 4 ; reiiort by, on earthquake 
of August 14, 1851, h 173. 

Schmidt's, Dr. Julius, metliod of com- 
puting transit velocity, L 122. 

Sciavra, descent by the, L407. 

Seochi, Padre, opinion of, that the shock 
bad been instrumeut/tlly sensible as far 
as Rome, ii. 158. 

Secular movements, ii. 381. 

Seismic inquiry of two distinct orders, 
L fi* 

Seismic vertical and angle of cmergenoe, 
L IJj 18 ; region, extent of, from Romo 
to Otranto, and from Oargano to Reggio, 
L 199 : area under ol^servation, bounded 
by a lino eastwaid from Sermoneta, at 
head of the Pontine Marshes, to Foggia 
in Capitanata, and thence to the Adri- 
atic, i. 197 ; vertical, superficial po- 
sition of the, ii. 235 : Mop A, ii. 236 ; 
area and depth, relations ii. 257. 

Geismolc^, recent origin of this branch 
of science, L 5 ; method of inquiry into, 
L ^ 2. 

Seismometer, Professor Palmieri's, at the 
Observatory upon Vesuvius, affected by 
shock, L 212. 

Scmi()liasc8, Iwth, L 136. 

Serapis, tcro]>le of, evidence at the, as 
to change of level, L 218 ; new views 
as to change of level at, L 221 ; foun- 
dation of, moving slowly downward, 
L 223. 

Serra Mandrano, pass of the, glorious 
sunset view from the, ii. 2^ probable 
abnormal declination at, ii. 3Q. 

Scsse, ]XMition of, ii. 152 ; shock at, loud 
enough to awaken all the people, ii. 
152. 

Shock, elastic wave of, L 1^ normal, L 
38. 39 1 abnonnal, fractures in rec- 
tangular buildings by, i 52 ; sub-abnor- 
mal, direction of fractures in rectangu- 
lar buildings by, L 6^ effects of, five 
priuci{ul conditions as to form and 
structure in buildings which modify 
the, L 8^ second class of conditions 
modifying effects of, L 90l thinl modi- 
fying condition, i. 101 ; fourth motlify- 
iug condition, L 102 : fifth inodilying 
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condition. i. IIG; mountain chains and | 
valleys ofTccting the transmission of, ii. | 
261 ; sounds attending, ii. 2S6 ; tremu- 
lous moyemenU that preceded and fol- : 
lowed the, ii. 295 — 297 : reflected wave 
in every, ii. 300 : no single, possible. 
ii. 301 ; beat producing greatest, ii. 
315 ; decay of the wave of, and its 
gradual or per saltum extinction, ii. 
3^ ; secondary cfTects produced by 
the posaage of the, ii. 302 ; affections 
evidenced by animals at the time of 
the, ii. 377. 

Shocks of vertical or ncarlj* vertical cme> 
gence, effects on rectangular building?, 

L 7^ double, at the Certosa, near 
Padula, L 375. 378 ; difference in time 
between, L 384 ; sporadic, close before 
and after the great shock of December, 
ii. 158: great, isoscismals of, com- 
pared, ii. 256. 

Solid cubic block, L 120. 

Solid parallclopipe<l, L 120. 

Sorrento, earthquake at, October 12. 1856. 

L221. 

Sorrento to AmnlB, direction of wave- 
path at, L 229. 

Sounds attending the shock, ii. 286 ; area 
of, ii. 287 : vari(xl with {xwiticni, ii. 
288. 

Sounds and shock, relations of, ii. 294. 

Sfcrlonga, position of, ii. 154 : no evi- 
dence of earthquake at, H. 155. 

Spinosa, not much at to reward the time 
and labour of ascent, L 429. 

St. Micliael's Cave, near Pertoea, corro- 
borative proof of the steepness of emer- 
gence of the wave at, L 281 ; goologj’ 
of the valley at, L 282. 

Subabnonnal wave, easy method of find- 
ing the path of a, u IL 

Subabnormal wave, what so called, L 
35. 

Subnormal w'aves, inferences from, L 5S« 

Siunmits, effects of towns perched on, L 

201 . 

Surface, stati.stica of, in Neapolitan king- 
dom, ii. 160. 

TAiiT.KS nf coc'filcients for fmetures, L 


149 — 154; of factors for cocflGcient L, 
L 151 ; second ditto, L 152: of values, 
L 153. 

Tanagro, higher stream of, now called 
Galore, L. 283. 

Telegraphic communication between 
Naples and earthquake district, how 
cut off, i. 2R9. 

Temperature of the focal cavity, and the 
intensity of the force that act^ within 
it, ii. 309 ; of artesian wells at Naples, 
ii. 311 ; hypogeal deductions from as- 
sumed increase ot ii. 31.3. 

Tcnementa della Madonna Campostrina, 
remarkable fissures in the, L 282 ; 
wave-path -at, L 289. 

Tcrracina, shock at, ii, 154 j all trace of 
the earthquake about thirty miles 
from, finally U)st, ii. 155. 

Terra di Lavoro, physical conformation 
of, ii. 151. 

Tliermometer, earthquake wave becomes 
one, for inaccessible depths, ii. 319. 

Time, intei^*al of, between the double 
shocks at Padula, L 381, 384; of 
tremors and of rending comiared, ii. 
308. 

Tito, position of, ii, 52 ; loss of life at, ii. 
52 ; severe injuries at, ii. ^ old 
church of St, Antonio at, ii. 52j Cliiesa 
Modre at, ii. 53j cross at, ii. 53. 

Topo, Ilj di Meto, ii. 81. 

Towers, cylindric, effects of shock on, i. 
86 : high, effects of shock on, i. 98 

Towns, position of, L 172; high or low, 
on rock or on clay, effects of shock on, 
ii. 359. 

Tramutola, arrival at, ii. ^ situation 
of, ii. wave*f«th at, ii. Casa 
Marotta at, ii. 21j greater velocity of 
earth-wave at, than in limestone dis- 
tricts, ii. 21 ^ the Chiesa Madre at, ii. 
23 ; statue of St. Leonardo at, ii. 24 ; 
Chiesa dell* Kosario at, iL 2^ general 
wave-path at, ii. 26 ; noise during and 
after shock at, ii. 27. 

Transit motion, direction of, inferred, in 
the case of a cardinal building and 
abnormal wave, L 04. 

Tmnsit velocity of the wave form, L 
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1 21 ; of secomiary imjiortancc' aa rc- 
M|)cct« K'ismometry vicwinl oh h brancli 
of physical geology, L 123 ; tletluaxl, 
ii, 325, 320, 329, 334 ; Sclunidt and 
No.!‘.'<'rath’B calculations and results, 

L 324—334. 

Transvi'tse shake, a minor, evidence of, 
at Arena DiaTica, L 401. 

Trigonometric solution, advatiUg^' of, L 

Trinita, Chiesa della, a mile south of 1a 
Sola, injury <lone to, j. 349. 

Troglodytes, Prince Doria's, ii. 

Tufa over limestones, L 170. 

Tufa, reinarkahle erosion of the, on Monte 
Vulture, ii. IHL 

Turbidity of rivers, ii. 31L 

Tumo arid lAudro, Valleys of the, ii. 3Q, 

Twisting strains not “ vortiooei,” u lii. 

Twisting and tilting of objects at the 
Certosa, near Padula, L 377. 

Val i)i Diano, general aspect of, L 165. 

Valleys, connection of, L 171. 

Valva, state of, ii. 142 ; magnetic decli- 
nation at, ii. 142 ; ancient fissures at, 
ii. 143. 

Vasento, source of the, ii. 57. 

Vaulted roofs, L 113. 

Vaulting, cyliiidric, L 114. 

Velocities of transit, of particle, l 12. 

Velocity and fracture, relation of, L 43, 

Velocity, transit, of the wave form, L 
121 ; angle of, obtained, L 157 ; geo- 
metrically, L 158 ; of projectile may 
be less than wave, L 159 ; of tmnsia^ 
turn of the wave of shock through the 
limestone country near Padula, cal- 
culated, L 384 ; of first shock deduced 
from hall of Campanile (the Certosa), 
L 389 ; greatest, of rending rock, ii. 
298 ; of transit of the wave, iL 322. 

Velocity, transit, deduced, it 325, 32G, 
329, 334. 

Velocity, proper, of the wave of shock, ii , ' 
335, ‘ 

VeUx:ily of oscillation of 8aionara Col- 
line approxinmietl, ii. 33S. 

Velocity found cnm|tfiriil with K*nsation, 
ii. 346. 


Vertical, seismic, a ijjcrficial jx«iti*»u of 
the, ii. 235; {)OBitioii of the, in the 
meizoseiiimal and isoscnsmal cnr\i*s, ii. 
252 . 

Vesuvius, examination of the courses of 
wjvcrnl ancieut and recent lava cur- 
rents, ii. 149. 

Vesuvius crater, actual heat ol^ ii. 
314, 

Vibrating jiarticle, mo\'cmcnts of the, L 
IIL 

Vietri, e ffects of shock at, in the highest 
degree complicates!, L 232. 

Vietri di Potenza, situation of, ii. 37 ; 
monument at, ii. 39 ; emergence and 
direction fixed for, ii. 40; house of 
Signor Pcscanwa, ii. 4^ Communal 
Cani|)aoilc, U. 43 ; IhjUs of the campa- 
nile, ii. 43 ; great steepness of emer- 
gence of wave at, ii. 44 ; shock severely 
felt at, ii. ifLi sounds at, ii. 4^ cal- 
culation of moment of sliock at, ii. 41 ; 
no confirmation as to light on night of 
the shock, ii. 48. 

Viggiano, (losition of, ii. free from 
contact of other hills, i!, 13 ; severe 
suffering at, ii. 13 ; great landslip near, 
ii. 16. 

Volcanic lakes near Oliveto, ii, 144. 

“Voragines” near Bella, proved to be 
landslii^s, ii. 13Q. 

Vulture, Monte, view of, near Kionero, 
ii. 02 ; a ride round, ii. 96 ; rain tor- 
rents descending from, ii. 9^ impres- 
sive forest scenery of, ii. 9^ descent 
of, into the once innermost bowl of a 
volcano, now full of cvciy leafy beauty, 
ii. 98i 

Vulture district, volcanic phenomena de- 
veloped in the, on a scale of grandeur 
to which Vesuvius is insignificant, ii. 

UL 

Wau- 8, ojUKwite, effects produced on, L 
50, 51 ; line of pres.sure in, 55 ; 
overt)m)wn by lorce of an nbuormal 
^v•ave, observations on, i, 63 ; effects of 
a|H*rtures in, L 116 ; effi'cts of the 
tlavc classes of, L 103. 

Wave, resilivnee conspiring with, i, 107. 
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Ware fonn, transit velocity of the, L 
12L 

Wave of reflection and refraction, ii. 289; 
proof of, ii. 2H2. 

Wave, reflected, occurs in everv shock, 
ii. m 

Wave amplitude and volume, ii. 317. 

Wave, earihqtiake, becomes a thermo- 
meter for inaccessible depths, ii. 319. 

Wave, velocity of transit of the, ii. 322. 

Wave of shock, velocity proper of the, ii. 
335. 

Wave-i>article, velocities discussed, ii. 
377 ; new method of comparing, ii. 
341. 

AVavo of shock, local disturbing causes 
producing abrupt i«rturbations of tlie, 
ii. 31L 

AVavc, abrupt reduction of the, ii. 353. ^ 

AVavc-jxith, first class of determinants — 
fractures in rectangular buildings as 


evidences ^ L 33 ; in reference to 
buildings, b 34_i inferred, in the case 
of a canlinal building and abnormal 
^vave, L 64 ; radiation of, from Cag- 
giano, ii. 237 ; general tabulation of, 
ii, 238—241 ; convergence of, ii. 242 — • 
245 ; divergence of, approximately 
equal to the focal cavitv horizontally, 

ii.m 

AA^avo transit, direction of, dis<x)vcrc<l in 
buildings similarly placed, i, 37 ; 
ihrougli limestune and clays, L 385. 

AA'edges detached, L 06 ; severed ofl^, L 
131 ; from quoins, i. 132. 

AViudows, fractures over, L 117. 

AA'iseman, Cardinal, value of encyclical 
letter by, L 2j^ ii. 386. 

“ ZoccoiAANTE,” large old monastery of, 
at Olivcto, ii. 143. 


THE END. 
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